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 Editor’s Note 
 
 
In this issue, we cover one of our best public events, the Summer Solstice on June 21 at 

Lakewood Park. Contributors of pics were Jay Reynolds, Alan Studt, Carol Lee, and myself. A 
great time was had by everyone! 

We have our usual articles and info contributed by our president, Bill Murmann.  A nd our 
monthly reports and forms!   

Just for fun, in our MISCELLANEOUS ASTRONOMY section, I reprinted an interesting 
online exchange between member Alan Jenks and club pres Bill Murmann. If you want to learn 
how to observe the Moon, these are your “go-to” guys! 

Please start sending in your own pics and thoughts!  Any suggestions for new features?  I 
am thinking of adding a MEMBERS’ COMMENTS section, so if you have a comment, please send 
it directly to my personal email: camtimothy@aol.com.  Put “CAA Comment” in the subject box! 
So far, I have received ZERO comments!   

How about a “trade and sell” section? I seem to recall that in past years we offered such a 
section. Tell you what, if anyone wishes to sell or trade their astronomical gear, please put together 
a sales blurb and send it in. If I receive such material, I will create the section! 
 Articles would also be very very welcome. This is YOUR club and YOUR Observer; come 
on and participate; the water is fine! 

Keep looking up! 
Tim Campbell, Editor 

***** 

 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
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 News Notes for July 
 
President’s Comments 

 

Double Star Talk.  Please join us this coming Monday (July 10) at 7:30 p.m. at Rocky River Nature 
Center for a presentation about “Double Stars” by CAA member and Baldwin-Wallace University Observatory 
Director Gary Kader. 

In addition to serving as Observatory Director, Gary teaches in B-W’s Physics and Astronomy 
Department, and organizes and hosts the university’s popular speaker’s program for astronomy. 

Star Party at Letha House.  We will hold a public star at Letha House on Saturday, July 29, starting at 
9 p.m.  These public events are a lot of fun, offering an opportunity to work with local families.  As usual, we 
need help with scopes.  Please join us if you can! 

Club Picnic.  Many thanks to Member at Large board member Dave Nuti who is organizing a pot-luck 
picnic for the club at the Little Cedar Point picnic area in Rocky River Reservation on Sunday, July 23. 

 This is strictly an informal social event and an opportunity for members to share some picnic food and 
each other’s company.  Please join us in the park around 3 p.m. if you can!  Bring some food to share and 
get to know your fellow members. 

 Little Cedar Point Picnic Area is located on Little Cedar Point Road off Valley Parkway just south of 
Shepherd Lane. The Rocky River Nature Center is at the corner of Shepherd Lane and Valley Parkway for frame 
of reference! 

Dinner at Letha House.  Thanks to Observatory Director Jay Reynolds and to our Education Director 
Nora Mishey, who joined me in representing our club at a Letha House picnic dinner on June 13 with Medina 
County Park District Director Tom James and members of the Medina County Friends of the Parks organization. 

We were invited by Tom James to represent and discuss our club at the annual dinner meeting of the 
Friends of the Parks, which is a fund-raising organization that helps support the Medina County public parks. 

Jay, Nora, and I gave brief presentations discussing our club and its programs.   Jay also gave a tour of 
our observatory for members of the Friends of the Parks. 

An Excellent Program.  Many thanks to our members who helped with the Second Annual Summer 
Solstice program in Lakewood City Park on Wednesday, June 21. 
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 Observatory Director Jay Reynolds worked with Lakewood City officials to coordinate our club’s 
assistance with the program for the second year.  The event was a huge success.  Lakewood Police 
estimated that 15,000 attended the late afternoon sunset program in the park. 

 Our club provided 11 telescopes for observing the Sun, followed by views of Jupiter and Saturn later in 
the evening.  Many thanks to our members who brought scopes and to Alan Studt and Carol Lee who took a 
variety of photos. 

Observing in the Parks.  As mentioned previously, our 2017 CAA membership cards for paid-up 
members only are now considered official “observing permits” for after-hours star gazing by the Cleveland 
Metroparks and the Medina County Park District. 

This is one of the benefits of CAA membership that allows paid-up members to be in the parks for star 
gazing after closing hours.  See Treasurer Ron Palcic for your card. 

Please remember to follow the park rules.  The Medina County Park District and the Cleveland 
Metroparks both require that Park Rangers be notified in advance when we plan to use the parks after hours 
for star gazing. 

For Letha House, contact Medina County Park District Chief Ranger David Swinehart at (330) 722-9364, 
or by e-mail at dswinehart@medinco.org.  Or, notify the Medina County Sheriff’s Department at (330) 
725-6631. 

For the Cleveland Metroparks, call the Ranger Headquarters 24/7 at (440) 331-5530.  

Welcome to New Members!  Five new members joined our club last month.  Please welcome 
Martin Bonillas, Kenneth Linick, Allan Jenks, Mike Castrigano, and Jeff Stevens! 

Upcoming Events.  We are looking forward to the Solar Eclipse next month on Monday, August 21, 
and to a public star party at Letha House on Saturday, August 26. 

Hope you can join us for these programs! 

Bill Murmann, President 

MORE NEWS: 

As many of you know, our club member Kai Getrost travelled to Argentina to be part of a NASA team 
observing and photographing the occultation of MU69. Here is a quick update from Kai, who will be 
speaking at our October 9 meeting at Rocky River Nature Center:  

A bit of info about our June 3 MU69 occultation 
results: https://www.nasa.gov/feature/new-mysteries-surround-new-horizons-next-flyby-target. 
 

https://www.nasa.gov/feature/new-mysteries-surround-new-horizons-next-flyby-target
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Two more occultations are coming up, on July 10 and July 17.  The July 10 event would be 
tough to observe from the ground (full moon), so SOFIA will be chasing it from aloft.  But July 
17 will be last quarter, so the New Horizons team is mounting another expedition to observe this 
event, which crosses Argentina again.  And I'll be with them. 
 
 
-Kai 
 
Free NASA Webinar July 25 

The NASA/JPL Night Sky Network will offer a free live webinar at 9 p.m. on Tuesday, July 25.  These 
live presentations are an exclusive benefit for CAA members for viewing on our home computers. 

 The upcoming Solar Eclipse on August 21 will be the topic for Goddard Space Flight Center education 
specialists Holli Riebeek and Kristen Weaver, who will discuss how to use NASA’s GLOBE observer in a citizen 
science project to share your eclipse experience with NASA. 

 The title of their presentation will be “How Cool is the Eclipse?”  A link to the webinar will be posted 
via our club e-mail list.—Bill Murmann 

*  *  * 
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 SUMMER SOLSTICE JUNE 21, 2017 
From Tim: 

I truly wish that I could publish all of the photos I received and what our members took!  A lan Studt, 
Carol Lee, Jay Reynolds, and I caught all the action at Lakewood Park. Webmaster Jim Guilford took a 
bunch for the CAA website!  These are just a few, but be aware that there are many more to be seen on 
the CAA website, and even on Facebook. Most were also sent out to the emailing list, so if you are not 
already receiving emails, what are you waiting for?   

In any event, here are some of the pics from that evening! 

 
l. to r.  Bill Murmann, Tim Campbell, Suzie Dills 

 
Carl Kudrna 



 
July 2017                                                                       __ Volume 46 Issue 7 

6 of 16 

 
Bill Lee 

 
Rich and Nancy Whisler 

 
Dave Nuti and “friend” 
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Nora Mishey demonstrating Gary Kader’s scope 

Above pics by Carol Lee 

 
Lakewood Park by Alan Studt 

 
Jay Reynolds and Nora Mishey backing up local weatherman! 
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Summer Solstice at Lakewood Park 

Pic taken by Tim Campbell 

 
“Green Flash” by Jay Reynolds 

   

 CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

LETHA HOUSE PROGRAMS FOR 2017 
 
 We have six public star parties planned at Letha House for the Medina County Park 
District in 2017.  The dates are: 
 --Saturday, May 27.  This will be a “Telescope Night” program starting at 8 p.m.  The 
public will be invited to bring their telescopes for help from CAA members in learning how to 
use them. 
 --Saturday, June 3, public star party starting at 9 p.m. 
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 --Saturday, July 29, public star party starting at 9 p.m. 
 --Saturday, August 26, public star party starting at 9 p.m. 
 --Saturday, September 9, public star party starting at 8 p.m. 
 --Saturday, October 7, public star party starting at 8 p.m. 
 
 
 
Please note: 
 
In order to prevent a conflict with the solar eclipse this coming August, we have 
changed the date for our 2017 Annual Convention to Saturday, September 16 at Letha 
House. 
 
This will be a Moonless night with the Sun setting at 7:34 p.m., so there should be 
plenty of time for observing during the evening. 
 
--Bill 
  CAA President 
 

 

Speakers Scheduled for 2017 
 
July 10, 2017 
Gary Kader, Club Member and Director of the Baldwin Wallace Observatory 
“SEEING DOUBLE:  FINDING AND OBSERVING DOUBLE STARS FOR FUN AND 
SCIENCE” 
About half the stars in the night sky are actually multiple stars.  Some are visible as 
two stars in a telescope, these are visual binaries, others are determined from 
analyzing their light.  Many show contrasting colors, which make them fun to 
observe.   
 
August 14, 2017 
Tom Benson, Senior Aeronautical Engineer at NASA Glenn Research Center 
“GEMINI, THE FORGOTTEN MIDDLE CHILD OF THE AMERICAN RACE TO THE 
MOON!” 
Doctor Benson, an engineer with NASA for more than 40 years, will discuss the 
Gemini Program, NASA’s two-man capsule that succeeded Mercury and preceded 
Apollo! 
 
September 11, 2017 
Jay Reynolds, Astronomy Instructor at Cleveland State University and Club Member 
“End of the Cassini Mission”  
Jay will discuss the final chapter in one of NASA’s most successful interplanetary 
missions: Cassini. This mission visited Jupiter and Saturn, returning amazing photos 
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and reams of data that will take years to analyze and understand!  
 

 October 9, 2017 
Kai Getrost, Club member 
“New Horizon’s Next Target: The Kuiper Belt” 
Club member Kai Getrost will discuss and show pics of his trip to Argentina as 
part of a 50-team effort to observe and photograph a rare event, a Kuiper Belt 
Object occultation—passing in front of stars. This gives a wealth of data for 
astronomers to study to prepare for the New Horizons future visit to study this 
object! 

 
November 13, 2017 
Stanley K. Borowski, Assistant Engineer in Propulsion Systems and Technologies 

at NASA Glenn Research Center 
 

"The Use of Nuclear Rocket Engines for Future Human Missions to the Moon 
and Mars". 
Dr. Borowski will discuss propulsion research here at Cleveland's Glenn 
Research Center and how the development and use of nuclear rocket engines 
may change the future of manned space exploration! 

 
December 18, 2017 
There will be no meeting in December. Please plan to join us at Mahle’s 
Restaurant in Westlake for a social dinner on Monday December 18, 2017! 

 
 

***** 
 

 
Our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's Letha House Park, 
5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256. 
 

**** 
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 Highlights of our July Skies 
  Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine and to Orion Telescopes & Binoculars for help with this  
brief list of what-to-see in July. —by Bill Murmann. 

 Jupiter Fading Away—Giant Jupiter will still be visible during July, but by the end of the month it will be 
low in the western sky by dusk.  Jupiter and the waxing crescent Moon will appear close to each other just 
above the horizon as night falls on July 28. 

 Saturn Riding High—Saturn hit opposition in mid-June, but will be well-positioned for observing 
throughout July.  To see the rings, use at least a 40x eyepiece in your scope. 

 Scorpius Clusters—Use a wide-angle eyepiece to see open star clusters M6 and M7 in the constellation 
Scorpius in the western sky.  Look near the scorpion’s tail for these naked-eye objects.  M6, the “Butterfly 
Cluster,” is about 1,600 light years away and contains about 80 mostly hot, blue stars and can be found at RA 
17h 40m 1s and DEC-32° 13´.  M7 the Ptolemy Cluster contains about 100 stars containing elements similar to 
those in our Sun.  M7 is the southernmost Messier object and can be found with an equatorial mount at 17h 
53m 51.2s and DEC -34° 47´ 34".  The cluster is about 960 light years away.  Its brightest star is a yellow 
giant. 

 Jelly Donut Nebula—Look almost straight up in the constellation Lyra near the bright star Vega for the 
famous Ring Nebula, one of the best planetary nebulas in the sky.  If you have an opportunity to use the 
16-inch scope in our observatory, you may be able to spot the central star.  Jay tells me that you also might 
be able to see the Ring’s central star with our 12-inch go-to scope in the observatory using averted vision under 
good seeing conditions.  The ring structure was created when layers of a Sun-like star 2,300 light years from 
us were blown off.  The Hubble Space Telescope has revealed that the Ring Nebula is actually shaped like a 
jelly donut. 

 Delta Aquarids Meteor Shower—This “average” meteor shower produces about 20 meteors per hour.  
Look toward the constellation Aquarius after midnight on July 29th into the pre-dawn hours of July 30th.  The 
meteors are considered part of the debris stream left behind by the break-up of Marsden and Kracht 
Sun-grazing comets. 

 Got a Big Scope?—If you have a scope with a 14 to 16-inch aperture, see if you can spot the Hercules 
Galaxy Cluster in the southwest corner of the “keystone” asterism in the constellation Hercules.  There are an 
estimated 200 to 300 galaxies in this cluster.  With a 14 to 16-inch aperture, you may be able to see six or 
more galaxies in one field of view.  If you have an equatorial mount, go to RA 16h 5m 23s and DEC 17° 45´ 
23.04". 

The Hercules Galaxy Cluster is part of the great wall of clusters and superclusters that is considered the largest 
structure in the universe. 
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Club Members Photo Gallery 

 
Moon and Regulus by Alan Studt 

 
 
 
 

 Miscellaneous Astronomy 
Member Observations  

From Alan Jenks: 
 
I got a look at the Moon last night, and the crater Clavius was right on the terminator (also, Copernicus 
was on the terminator).  Clavius looked very prominent.  There is a drawing by Galileo when he first 
observed the Moon through his refractor telescope.  In this drawing there is a large crater located toward 
the bottom of the Moon.  This must have been Clavius.  A few nights ago, when the terminator was just 
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west of Mare Crisium, I could see what looked like a giant crater toward the southern third of the Moon; 
this was not a crater but the Rheita Valley.  This with only a 7x50 pair of binoculars.  
 
One other thing about the Moon is the phenomenon known as "Clair Obscura."  These are shadow plays 
of sunlight on the terminator.  The best known one is the Lunar X near the crater Werner, usually visible 
a day before the Lunar Straight Wall, or Rupes Recta, becomes visible.  However, the Lunar X is visible 
for only four (4) hours, so most observers in the world miss out.  But, according to the Royal 
Astronomical Society of Canada's 2017 Observer's Calendar, the Werner Lunar X will be visible at 
6p.m. on the Saturday after Thanksgiving (I believe that would place it on November 27, but I'll have to 
double check).  This would make it favorable for those in eastern North America. 
 
Another interesting Lunar feature is "Barker's Quadrangle."  You can find this written up in the 
September 2010 issue of ALPO's The Lunar Observer 
http://moon.scopesandscapes.com/tlo_back.html   This feature is in the south-east quadrant of Mare 
Chrisium.  Also, tomorrow night, a feature between the craters Kepler and Copernicus becomes visible 
--- Milichius Rille.  It's about 1/3 of the way from Kepler to Copernicus, and is only about a kilometer in 
width; it does require, according to the RASC's Lunar 1000 challenge, a 500mm telescope to see it. 
 
Good Observing! 
Allan Jenks 
 

Response From Bill Murmann: 

Thanks, Allan.  I have seen the "Lunar X," which appears briefly when sunlight hits the rims of several 
nearby craters.  I have also seen "O'Neill's Bridge," an illusion that shows briefly when sunlight hits the 
gap between two promontories on the western edge of Mare Crisium. 
 
My favorite sight on the Moon was something I saw by accident.  I was looking at the western rim of the 
crater Plato around 4 a.m. during a waning Moon and saw a long, spiky shadow suddenly shoot halfway 
across the floor of the crater when the rays of the setting Sun hit the 9,000-foot peak "Plato Zeta" on the 
western rim of the crater.  I just happened to be looking at the precise moment the sunlight hit the peak 
and created the shadow.  I'll probably never catch that exact moment again. 
 
--Bill 
 
Total Eclipse Information: 

August 21, the current issue of ASTRONOMY MAGAZINE is devoted to this very cool upcoming 
event. Detailed maps and recommended places for viewing along with explanations and thoughts on 
photographing or videoing the eclipse!  Oh, and just in case you can’t leave town for this one, there will 
be another Total in 2024, with that one rolling right through Cleveland!   

Tim Campbell 
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 CAA Membership Form 
2017 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

  

Date: __/__/__ 

Name:________________________________________________________Address:______________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________ State:__ ______ Zip Code: ________ 

Phone:_________________ E-Mail:¬_________________________________ 

 

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 

E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 

Membership Level: __ $10 Student  __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family        $___.__ 

 

The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website, 

www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00        $___.__ 

 

Magazine Subscriptions: 

PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 

 

Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00           $___.__ 

__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 

 

Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $32.95     $___.__ 

__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 

 

The Observer’s Handbook 2017* – $26.95 each 

From the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada.                                        $ ___.__ 

 

*The cutoff date for ordering The Observer’s Handbook 2016 is strictly December 19, 2016 at the Christmas Party.  Any money received after this date will 
be refunded.  As always, the P.O. Box will be checked before final payment is sent out. 

 

 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.__  

 

Please make all checks payable to: Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 

      P.O. Box 868 

      North Olmsted, OH 44070 

Club Use Only: 

Received: 

Cash/Check# ______ 
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Secretary’s Report 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Meeting 

No report this month. 

 

 Treasurer’s Report 
CAA Financial Report Jun-17 
Beginning Bank Bal. 7,202.10 
Beginning Petty Cash 436.77 
Total Beginning Cash 7,638.87 

  Income - Bank 
 Memberships 25.00 

Interest 0.07 
Cash Transfer 150.00 

  Income - Petty Cash 
 Donations 15.04 

Membership 135.00 
Prepaid Magazine Subscriptions 32.95 

  Expenses - Bank 
 CAA Newsletter & Copies 23.63 

Misc. 9.42 
Magazine Expense 32.95 

  Expenses - Petty Cash 
 Refreshments 23.97 

Cash Transfer 150.00 

  Net Bank 7,311.17 
Net Petty Cash 445.79 
Net Cash 7,756.96 
 
Ron Palcic, Treasurer 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Club Contacts 
 

President: 
Bill Murmann 440-572-0464
 murmann@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President and Newsletter Editor: 
Tim Campbell 216-316-7829 
 camtimothy@aol.com 
Treasurer:  
Ron Palcic   330-336-8286  
 thematrix@neo.rr.com  
Secretary:  
Trent Gerling  407-883-6597 
 Hlfr7@yahoo.com 
CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford 440-877-0372
 guilford.james@gmail.com 
 
Members at Large: 
Dave Nuti (216) 502-1706
 working212@sbcglobal.net 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872
 jay52757@yahoo.com 

Bob Wiersma (440) 409-1468
 rrw28141@gmail.com 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872
 jay52757@yahoo.com 
 
Hospitality: 
Rich and Nancy Whisler 
Education Director: 
Nora Mishey 
 

mailto:guilford.james@gmail.com
mailto:jay52757@yahoo.com

	Editor’s Note
	News Notes for July
	SUMMER SOLSTICE JUNE 21, 2017
	CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS
	Highlights of our July Skies
	Club Members Photo Gallery
	Miscellaneous Astronomy
	CAA Membership Form
	Secretary’s Report
	Treasurer’s Report
	Club Contacts

