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  Editor’s Note  
 

It is June and the summer observing season is in full swing! 

In this issue, we have articles and info contributed by our president, Bill Murmann. 

And our usual collection of reports and forms! 
Club members are doing some very exciting things! We have photos from our year’s first 

star party, Chris Christie has again been out by the lake hunting auroras, and Kai Getrost travelled 
to Argentina on a scientific mission to help photograph a Kuiper Belt occultation! 

Please start sending in your own pics and thoughts! Any suggestions for new features? I 
am thinking of adding a MEMBERS’ COMMENTS section, so if you have a comment, please send 
it directly to my personal email: camtimothy@aol.com. Put “CAA Comment” in the subject box! 
So far, I have received ZERO comments! 

How about a “trade and sell” section? I seem to recall that in past years we offered such a 
section. Tell you what, if anyone wishes to sell or trade their astronomical gear, please put together 
a sales blurb and send it in. If I receive such material, I will create the section! 

Articles would also be very very welcome. This is YOUR club and YOUR Observer; come 
on and participate; the water is fine! 

Keep looking up! 
Tim Campbell, Editor 

***** 

MEMBER  OF  NASA / JPL 

A Publication of The Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
PO Box 868, North Olmsted, OH 44070 
CAA Homepage: http://www.cuyastro.org  

mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
http://www.cuyastro.org/
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  News Notes for June  
 

President’s Comments 

PUBLIC STAR PARTIES AT LETHA HOUSE (May 27 and June 3) 
 

Many thanks to fellow club members who joined me to help with our public star party at Letha 
House Saturday night May 27. In spite of partly cloudy skies, we had a good turnout with about 
30 to 40 guests joining us for the program--including 5 or 6 guests who brought their own 
telescopes from home in order to get instruction from club members in using their equipment. 

 
CAA members who helped with the program include Jay Reynolds, Rich & Nancy Whisler, Bill 
& Carol Lee, Tim Campbell, Bob Wiersma, Ray Love, Carl Kudrna, Suzie Dills, Gus Waffen, 
Lowan Laws, Dave Nuti, Nora Mishey, Dave Watkins, Jim Guilford, and Bruce Lane. 

 
Apologies for missing anyone. If I missed you, thanks for your help and please let me know 
who you are! 

 
 

--Bill 
CAA President 
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Photos by Tim Campbell. 
The moon shot was taken with my Samsung Galaxy 7 through my 20X90 Astronomical 

Binoculars! 
 

More President’s Comments: 

A Big Thank You. We have had two successful public star parties so far for the Medina County Public 
Park District at Letha House. Many thanks to those members who brought their telescopes out to share their 
observing experience with guests during the park programs! 

Telescope Night. Our meeting this coming Monday (June 12) will feature our annual telescope night 
program. Members are invited to bring their telescopes to the meeting and to discuss them for the audience. 
What they are, how they work, what you can see, etc. Please help with the program if you can. 

Summer Solstice Program. This event will be held at Lakewood City Park on Wednesday, June 21. 
We had a good time at this event last year and were met with enthusiastic support by the City of Lakewood. The 
program starts at 6 p.m., with set-up starting around 5 p.m. We will have solar viewing, followed by star 
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gazing. We will have a special area. Our Observatory Director Jay Reynolds has organized this event and will 
offer further details at our meeting this Monday. 

This Year’s Big Event.  The solar eclipse program on Monday, August 21, is being planned by Jay 
Reynolds at Edgewater Park. We will need help with this event. Jay will offer details as they develop. We 
have also been asked to help with an eclipse program by the Medina County Park District at their Wolf Creek 
Environmental Center. And the Cuyahoga County Library System has also asked us to do an eclipse program 
at their Parma Library headquarters on Snow Road. Our primary program will be at Edgewater Park. 
However, if we can find volunteers to help at these other locations it would be great. 

 
Adventure in Argentina. Fellow member Kai Getrost recently flew to Argentina to work with a 

scientific team sent to image the occultation of a star by Kuiper Belt object MU69. Two years from now, this 
object will be visited and analyzed by NASA’s New Horizons space probe, which is being sent there after 
successfully exploring Pluto in an historic flyby. The work of Kai and his fellow team members will help NASA 
plan for the MU69 flyby. It’s great that one of our fellow CAA members was involved with this important 
scientific project. Congratulations to Kai! 

Observing Permits. As announced last month, our current CAA membership cards are now being 
accepted by the Medina County Park District and the Cleveland Metroparks as official Observing Permits for 
current, paid-up CAA members. These permits allow members to be in the parks after closing hours for 
stargazing. This is a benefit of membership in our club. See Treasurer Ron Palcic to pay your dues if 
necessary and obtain your membership card. 

Call First. If you plan on going out to Letha House or into the Metroparks for after-hours stargazing, 
remember to follow the rules. The Medina County Park District and the Cleveland Metroparks both require 
that Park Rangers be notified in advance when we plan to use the parks after hours for star gazing. 

For Letha House, contact Medina County Park District Chief Ranger David Swinehart at (330) 722-9364, 
or by e-mail at dswinehart@medinco.org. Or, notify the Medina County Sheriff’s Department at (330) 
725-6631. 

 
For the Cleveland Metroparks, call the Ranger Headquarters at (440) 331-5530. The Park Ranger staff 

can take calls 24/7. Carry your club ID card with you at Letha House in case a Park Ranger or Sheriff’s Deputy 
asks to see it. In the Metroparks, display your club ID card on the driver’s side dash of your parked vehicle so  
it can be seen by Park Rangers! 

 

--Bill Murmann, Club President 

 
CAA and NASA 

 
Club member Kai Getrost is now back from Argentina where he was part of a 
50-member global team looking to observe and photograph NASA’s New Horizons’ next target! 

mailto:dswinehart@medinco.org
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From NASA’s website: 

 
“On New Year’s Day 2019, more than 4 billion miles from home, NASA’s New Horizons spacecraft will race 
past a small Kuiper Belt object known as 2014 MU69 – making this rocky remnant of planetary formation the 
farthest object ever encountered by any spacecraft. 

 
But over the next six weeks, the New Horizons mission team gets an “MU69” preview of sorts – and a chance 
to gather some critical encounter-planning information – with a rare look at their target object from Earth. 

 
On June 3, and then again on July 10 and July 17, MU69 will occult – or block the light from – three different 
stars, one on each date. To observe the June 3 “stellar occultation,” more than 50 team members and 
collaborators are deploying along projected viewing paths in Argentina and South Africa. They’ll fix 
camera-equipped portable telescopes on the occultation star and watch for changes in its light that can tell 
them much about MU69 itself. 

 
“Our primary objective is to determine if there are hazards near MU69 – rings, dust or even satellites – that 
could affect our flight planning,” said New Horizons Principal Investigator Alan Stern, of Southwest Research 
Institute (SwRI) in Boulder, Colorado. “But we also expect to learn more about its orbit and possibly 
determine its size and shape. All of that will help feed our flyby planning effort.”” 

 
We will expect an interesting talk from Kai about the occultation project! 

Tim 

* * * 
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  CAA  Membership Form  
2017 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

 
Date: /   /  

Name:    Address:  

City: State: Zip Code:     

Phone: E-Mail:¬   

 
MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 

E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 
Membership Level:      $10 Student        $25 Individual     $30 Family $      .  

 
The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website, 

www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00 $      .  

 
Magazine Subscriptions: 

PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 
 
 

Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00 $      .  

     New Subscription        Renewing Subscription Number    

 
Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $32.95 $      .  

     New Subscription        Renewing Subscription Number    

 
The Observer’s Handbook 2017* – $26.95 each 

From the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada. $     .  

 
*The cutoff date for ordering The Observer’s Handbook 2016 is strictly December 19, 2016 at the Christmas Party. Any money received after this date will 
be refunded.   As always, the P.O. Box will be checked before final payment is sent out. 

 
 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $     .  

 
Please make all checks payable to: Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 

P.O. Box 868 

North Olmsted, OH 44070 

Club Use Only: 

Received: 

Cash/Check#    

http://www.cuyastro.org/
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  CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 
 

LETHA HOUSE PROGRAMS FOR 2017 
 

We have six public star parties planned at Letha House for the Medina County Park 
District in 2017. The dates are: 

--Saturday, May 27. This was a “Telescope Night” program starting at 8 p.m. The 
public was invited to bring their telescopes for help from CAA members in learning how to 
use them. 

--Saturday, June 3, public star party starting at 9 p.m. 
--Saturday, July 29, public star party starting at 9 p.m. 
--Saturday, August 26, public star party starting at 9 p.m. 
--Saturday, September 9, public star party starting at 8 p.m. 
--Saturday, October 7, public star party starting at 8 p.m. 

 
 
 

Please note: 
 

In order to prevent a conflict with the solar eclipse this coming August, we have 
changed the date for our 2017 Annual Convention to Saturday, September 16 at Letha 
House. 

 
This will be a Moonless night with the Sun setting at 7:34 p.m., so there should be 
plenty of time for observing during the evening. 

 
--Bill 

CAA President 
 
 

Speakers Scheduled for 2017 
 

June 12, 2017 
CAA Annual Telescope Show and Tell. 
This presentation will feature various club members showing and discussing the 
telescopes they own and use. This “show and tell” will be ideal for beginners and 
those who would like to own a telescope, but are not sure what type would be best for 
them! 

 
July 10, 2017 
Gary Kader, Club Member and Director of the Baldwin Wallace Observatory 
“SEEING DOUBLE: FINDING AND OBSERVING DOUBLE STARS FOR FUN AND 
SCIENCE” 
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About half the stars in the night sky are actually multiple stars. Some are visible as 
two stars in a telescope, these are visual binaries, others are determined from 
analyzing their light. Many show contrasting colors, which make them fun to 
observe. 

 
August 14, 2017 
Tom Benson, Senior Aeronautical Engineer at NASA Glenn Research Center 
“GEMINI, THE FORGOTTEN MIDDLE CHILD OF THE AMERICAN RACE TO THE 
MOON!” 
Doctor Benson, an engineer with NASA for more than 40 years, will discuss the 
Gemini Program, NASA’s two-man capsule that succeeded Mercury and preceded 
Apollo! 

 
September 11, 2017 
Jay Reynolds, Astronomy Instructor at Cleveland State University and Club Member 
“End of the Cassini Mission” 
Jay will discuss the final chapter in one of NASA’s most successful interplanetary 
missions: Cassini. This mission visited Jupiter and Saturn, returning amazing photos 
and reams of data that will take years to analyze and understand! 

 
October 9, 2017 
Kai Getrost, Club member 
“New Horizon’s Next Target: The Kuiper Belt” 
Club member Kai Getrost will discuss and show pics of his trip to Argentina as 
part of a 50-team effort to observe and photograph a rare event, a Kuiper Belt Object 
occultation—passing in front of stars. This gives a wealth of data for astronomers to 
study to prepare for the New Horizons future visit to study this object! 

 
November 13, 2017 
Stanley K. Borowski, Assistant Engineer in Propulsion Systems and Technologies at 

NASA Glenn Research Center 
 

"The Use of Nuclear Rocket Engines for Future Human Missions to the Moon and 
Mars". 
Dr. Borowski will discuss propulsion research here at Cleveland's Glenn Research 
Center and how the development and use of nuclear rocket engines may change the 
future of manned space exploration! 

 
There will be no meeting in December. Please plan to join us at Mahle’s Restaurant in 
Westlake for a social dinner on Monday December 18, 2017! 

 
***** 

 
Our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's Letha House Park, 

  5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256.  
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  Highlights of our June Skies  
 

Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine and to Orion Telescopes & Binoculars for this brief list 
of what-to-see in June. —by Bill Murmann. 

* * * 
 

Saturn at Opposition—Saturn will reach opposition on June 15, being directly opposite the Sun and 
rising at sunset and setting at sunrise. This will be the best night of the year to observe Saturn. Its famous 
rings will almost be at full tilt for observers. If you have a large scope, look for the 3,000 mile wide Cassini 
Division appearing as a black gap in the ring system. 

Giant Jupiter—During CAA’s second star party of the year at Letha House on June 3, Jupiter was sailing 
along in the night sky just below the Moon. It will appear just below the Moon again on June 30. NASA’s 
Juno spacecraft is currently exploring close to Jupiter in a series of close polar orbits and has discovered that 
the cloud banding that characterizes Jupiter is not just on the surface but extends downward for hundreds of 
miles through its atmosphere. During June, Jupiter will be high in the sky at sunset and will be sinking lower 
in the west toward the end of the month. 

New Moon Dark Skies—Take advantage of the dark skies of a new Moon on June 24 to observe the 
face-on spiral galaxies M51 and M101 southwest of the star Alkaid at the end of the Big Dipper’s handle. A 
10-inch or larger scope will help resolve these galaxies and reveal the delicate spiral arms of M51, which is 
about 30 million light years from Earth and in the process of merging with a smaller galaxy. 

Summer Triangle—By about 10 p.m. in mid-June, the bright beacon stars of Deneb in the constellation 
Cygnus, Altair in Aquila, and Vega in Lyra will form the famous Summer Triangle asterism in the night sky. 
Look inside the triangle to find the Ring Nebula, the Dumbbell Nebula, and open cluster M29. 

 
Challenging Object—If you have an OIII filter on a larger scope, see if you can find the Crescent Nebula 

(NGC6888) inside the Summer Triangle located about 2 degrees southwest of Sadr, the backbone star of 
Cygnus the Swan. This faint emission nebula is about 5,000 light years from Earth and was formed by two 
shock waves moving in opposite directions. 
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Globular Clusters—These densely packed balls of stars are concentrated toward the center of the 
Milky Way. Most can be spotted with 50mm or larger binoculars, but a 6-inch or larger scope will help 
resolve individual stars. In the constellation Hercules, look for M92 and M13. In Scorpio to the south, look 
for M4 and M80. And there are six globulars in the constellation Ophiuchus in the southeastern sky—M10, 
M12, M14, M107, M9, and M19. 

The Green Star—See if you can spot NGC6572, one of the most intensely colored objects in the night 
sky. This mag 8.1 planetary nebula can be seen with 3-inch and larger scopes in Ophiuchus. Some observers 
think it is bright green, others see it as blue. If you have an equatorial mount, look for it at RA 18h 12m and 
DEC +06° 51´. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
* * * 

 
 

 

  Club Members Photo Gallery  
Apollo 15 Moon Landing Site 

Photo by Dave Watkins (from his driveway!) 
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Aurora over Lake Erie 
Photo by Chris Christie 

 

Hunting in the Kuiper Belt in Argentina 
Photo by Kai Getrost 
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The Moon 
Photo by Alan Studt 

 

The Moon and Jupiter in Conjunction 
Photo by Jim Guilford 
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  Secretary’s Report  
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Meeting 

May 8, 2017 

6:30 p.m. 
 
 

Board Meeting: Discussed a possible change to club membership dues procedure reverting to former 
standard of a yearly due date of Nov/Dec and prorating dues. Prorating would be added to the 
membership form as well as possibly a “How you heard about us?” question. The idea of having a club 
picnic over the summer is being worked on. An unusual request was made for club members to appear 
to a girl’s birthday party and will be looked into. Door prize donation letters will be sent out. Parma 
Library requested a solar eclipse program which the club probably won’t be able to do (due to our main 
program). 

Presentation: Dave Watkins presented Solar and Planetary Astrophotography – From image 
acquisition through final processing. He spoke about how to take the photography/video, the equipment, 
the software to process and improve your images/videos, and the process of improving your media. 

After the break, President Bill Murmann called the business meeting to order. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:   We have $7,251.19 and $448.74 in cash, for a total of $7,699.93 
 

Secretary’s Report: A double report is included in this month’s Observer due to a health issue 
preventing the report from making the previous month’s deadline 

President’s Report: Welcoming 2 new members bringing the total to about 105 members. Program 
was done by Suzie at Highland Schools and Eastlake Library by Kai. Astronomy day at the Museum of 
Natural History was a success with 6 or 7 members in attendance. May 27th first program at Letha 
House of Telescope Night at 8pm and 2nd program will be June 3rd @ Letha House. June 21st Summer 
Solstice coming soon followed by the Solar Eclipse on Aug 21st. Beachwood Library has requested a 
program as well as Findlay State Park which will offer free campsites to those members volunteering. 
Both observing permits have been finalized with member ID’s (to be placed on car dash board) serving 
as the permit. Please call the park ahead of time, follow all park rules, and check the calendar for Letha 
House West to make sure the building isn’t in use for another function. Cleveland Metroparks permit is 
not good for restricted areas. Webinar on May 17th at 9pm about NASA’s Eyes. Bank account has been 
set up so that any transaction above $100 will send an alert to both the President and Treasurer. 

Vice President’s Report: Show and Tell Night is the program for June.  July will be Gary Kader, 
Club Member and Director of the Baldwin Wallace Observatory: “SEEING DOUBLE: FINDING AND 
OBSERVING DOUBLE STARS FOR FUN AND SCIENCE”. Feel free to submit articles or photos for the 
Observer. 



June 2017 Volume 46 Issue 6 

14 of 15 

 

 

Library Committee Report:   No library committee at this time. 
 

Observatory Report: June 21st at Lakewood Park for Summer Solstice. Saturn Rings Cassini image 
shared. Ch3 In the Sky TV segment with Suzie joining this broadcast. 

Old Business: None. 
 

New Business: Security Lights at Letha House can be shut off if need be. Highland School kids who 
were helped by Suzie Dills won 1st place at Science Olympiads. 

Observations:   Conjunction of Moon and Jupiter. 
 

The meeting was brought to a close by President Bill Murmann. 
 

Trent Gerling, Secretary 
 
 
 
 

  Treasurer’s Report  
 

CAA Financial Report May-17 
Beginning Bank Bal. 7,251.19 
Beginning Petty Cash   448.74  
Total Beginning Cash 7,699.93 

Income - Bank  

Memberships 25.00 
Interest 0.06 

Income - Petty Cash  

Donations 42.00 

Expenses - Bank  

CAA Newsletter & Copies 46.90 
Misc. (new checks) 27.25 

Expenses - Petty Cash  

Refreshments 23.97 
Misc. 30.00 

Net Bank 7,202.10 
Net Petty Cash   436.77  
Net Cash 7,638.87 

 
Ron Palcic, Treasurer 



 

 

Club Contacts 
 
 
 
 

 

 
President: 
Bill Murmann 440-572-0464 

murmann@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President and Newsletter Editor: 
Tim Campbell 216-316-7829 

camtimothy@aol.com 
Treasurer: Ron Palcic 330-336-8286 

thematrix@neo.rr.com 
Secretary: Trent Gerling 407-883-6597 

hlfr7@yahoo.com 

 CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford 440-877-0372 

Guilford.james@gmail.com 
Members at Large: 
Dave Nuti (216) 502-1706 

working212@sbcglobal.net 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 

jay52757@yahoo.com 

Bob Wiersma (440) 409-1468 
rrw28141@gmail.com 

Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 

jay52757@yahoo.com 
 
Hospitality: 
Rich and Nancy Whisler 
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