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August Events
     So far we have held two star gaz-
ing programs in August—the Letha
House public program for the Me-
dina County Park District on August
2, and the program to observe the
Moon at the Bay Village Branch of
the Cuyahoga County Public Library
system on Monday, August 4.
     The final event for this month will
be our annual public star party at
Findley State Park near Welling-
ton, OH on Saturday, August 16. A
sign-up sheet will be available at our
upcoming meeting at the RR nature
enter this coming Monday, August
11.
     The park is offering four (4) free
campsites for two nights to CAA
members who help with the star
party. Each campsite is large enough
to share with four or five members. A
sign-up sheet for the program will be
available at our Monday meeting.
     Please sign up to reserve a camp-
site only if you are serious about
staying in the park. We don’t want to
have the park lose money by reserv-
ing sites that aren’t used.
     A map showing the location of
Findley  State Park is on page four of
our newsletter.  Our park host will
be Roger Nikiforow. ■

Bay Village Library Moon Party
We had a great turnout and eight scopes at our Bay Village event on August
4. Tim Campbell (second from left), Susan Petsche, Steve Spears, Carl
 Kudrna, and Dave Nuti shown above were among the helpers. See page
three for details.

Calendar of  Events

August 11—7:30 p.m. Monthly meeting at Rocky River Nature Center.
August 16—8 p.m. Findley State Park Star Party.
September 6—8 p.m. Letha House public star party.
September 8—6:30 p.m. Board meeting at Rocky River Nature Center.
September 8—7:30 p.m. Monthly meeting at Rocky River Nature Center.
October 11—Noon. Outdoor Odyssey at Canalway Metropark.
October 13—7:30 p.m. Meeting & nominations at RR Nature Center.
November 8—8 p.m. Speaker at Letha House & Star Party.
November 10—6:30 p.m. Board Meeting at Rocky River Nature Center.
November 10—Monthly meeting & election at RR Nature Center.
December—Holiday/Christmas Dinner (details TBA).
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Treasurer ’s  Repor t Secretary’s  Report
July  2014 Meet ing

CAA Board Meeting—July 14, 2014
     The entire board was present for the 6:30 p.m. meeting.
Members discussed the following:
     President Bill Murmann reported that he and Treasurer
Suzie Dills went to the club’s bank and made arrange-
ments to access our bank statements  online to help Suzie
prepare our monthly financial report. He and Suzie also
plan to change our checking account to require a cosigner
on our checks to help protect the club’s assets. The author-
ized cosigners would be the Treasurer and the President,
or the Treasurer and Vice President in the absence of the
President.
     Bill looked into CAA joining the Astronomical League so
our members could have access to its numerous observing
and award programs, but the $5 a head membership fee is
too high considering the number of members in our club.
     Our annual convention is scheduled for Saturday, July
26. Mike Williams will be our speaker and Jay Reynolds
will provide observatory training. Board members dis-
cussed arrangements for the convention and picnic. Obser-
vatory Director and board member Jay Reynolds discussed
work being done with our observatory at Letha House.

Bill reported that we have a club member who is inter-
ested in becoming our new newsletter editor.
July Meeting Speaker

      At 7:35 p.m., President Bill Murmann called the group
to order and Vice President Tim Campbell introduced CAA
member Bob Fritz, who presented an excellent program on
the development of rocket science from the end of the Sec-
ond World War leading to the Apollo 11Moon landing in
July 1969.
General Business Meeting
     After the speaker’s presentation and a break for coffee
and donuts, President Bill Murmann called the general
business meeting to order:

(1) Treasurer Suzie Dills reported that we have
$5,702.46 in our bank account. The Treasurer’s Report was
accepted as distributed without discussion or questions.
     (2) Secretary Steve Gallant reported that the minutes of
the June meeting were published. The report was accepted
as published without discussion or questions.
     (3) Vice President Tim Campbell reported that speakers
are available for upcoming meetings until the end of the
year, and requested anyone interested in giving a presenta-
tion to contact him. Tim also reported that he is looking for
a new restaurant for our Annual Christmas/Holiday party
in December.

                                         (Continued on page 3)
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(From page 2)
     (4) Library Committee Chairman Steve Gallant re-
ported on the upcoming public program to observe the
Moon at Bay Village library.
     (5) Observatory Director Jay Reynolds discussed
activities at our observatory and that our 16-inch and 8-
inch telescopes are both operational.
     (6) President Bill Murmann reported that although
Saturday, July 12, was cloudy, 45-50 people attended
our public star party at Letha House for the Medina
County Park District. Jay Reynolds discussed our obser-
vatory and telescopes for the guests, and led a fun step-
counting program that illustrated the scale of our solar
system.
      Bill also reported on the dates for upcoming pro-
grams, including the August public star parties at Letha
House and at Findley State Park. He also discussed
plans to help protect the club’s bank account

Old Business: None
NewBusiness: None
Observations: Members shared their obser-

vations and the meeting was adjourned about 9:15 p.m.
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CAA Contacts

President  Bi l l  Murmann
   (440) 572-0464  murmann@sbcglobal.net
Vice Pres ident Tim Campbell
   (216) 316-7829  camtimothy@aol. com
Treasurer  Suzie  Dil ls
   (440) 670-1442  suzieastro@yahoo .com
Secretary  Steve Gallant
   (440) 892-7934  sgal lant@prodigy.net
Members At Large:
   Trevor Braun  (440) 823-6276
      braunth7@gmail.com
   Susan Petsche (216) 226-1844
      biosoundings@yahoo.com
   Jay Reynolds (216) 650-0872
      jay52757@yahoo.com
Observatory Director: Jay Reynolds (216) 650-0872
      jay52757@yahoo.com
Webmaster: Jim Guilford (440) 877-0372
      guilford.james@gmail.com
Interim Editor: Bill Murmann

Club e-mail list change
     We recently learned that a relatively large percentage of
CAA members might not be receiving The Observer, or any
other information about club activities.
     The reason is that they did not “Opt-In” to the club’s e-
mail list when offered the choice when they joined the club.
     Webmaster Jim Guilford has corrected this problem by
automatically adding members to our e-mail list, with an
option to Opt-Out if they choose.
     Members who Opt-Out, however, are off the list and will
no longer receive information from the club, including The
Observer.

Star Party News

Congratulations!
Congratulations to CAA member Steve Spears! Steve has

done a lot of work in stellar spectroscopy from his home in
Westlake. He recently had a how-to article on stellar spec-
troscopy published in the Summer 2014 edition of “Amateur
Astronomy Magazine.”

Letha House—Saturday, August 2
     In spite of cloudy conditions, about 20 guests came to our August 2
public program at Letha House for the Medina County Park District.
      The surprising thing was that just before the start of the program
at 9 p.m. the clouds cleared to the south and west and partially over-
head. Visitors were able to get a really clear look at the Moon, Mars,
and Saturn, and to see the Big Dipper and a few other constellations.
      Three of our members, Dave Nuti, Bob Wiersma, and Bill Murmann
brought their personal scopes for use in the program.
     The stars of the evening, however, were the 8-inch and 16-inch tele-
scopes in our observatory. Observatory Director Jay Reynolds and
Suzie Dills used them to show a variety of objects, including the 3,000-
mile wide Cassini Division--which is a gap in the middle of Saturn's
Rings.
     Jay said visitors also got a good look at the Ring Nebula, M13, Al-
berio, and other objects through the 16-inch scope
      By 11 p.m., when we were packing up, the clouds closed in again
and the sky was totally overcast. We had a 2-hour clearing just in time
for our program.
      Until the skies cleared just before 9 p.m., Jay and Suzie were pre-
pared to do an indoor program about meteorites. Thanks to all who
helped! Apologies if I missed anyone. --Bill Murmann

Bay Village Library—Monday, August 4
We had a great turnout for our public Moon program at 7 p.m. at the

Bay Village Branch of the county library system.
     We had a total of eight scopes to observe the Moon in the sunlit
early evening skies. Unfortunately, because of safety concerns we all
had to be squeezed in on a small patch of grass. It was a tight fit.
     From that location, we had a view of the Moon, which just barely
cleared some tall trees across the street in hazy skies. The program was
a success, however, because a number of visitors stopped by to discuss
the Moon and telescopes.
     Thanks to Chairman Steve Gallant, Steve & Gail Korylak, Tim
Campbell, Bill Murmann, Susan Petsche, Carl Kudrna, Larry Smith,
Dave Nuti, and Steve Spears who helped with this event! Apologies if I
missed anyone. --Bill Murmann
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You’ve gone to a few star parties at Letha and noticed that some people use
green lasers to point out constellations or other points of interest in the night sky. It seems
like a great teaching tool to have.

The cost of laser pointers for astronomy has come way down since they first hit
the astronomy scene. What was once over $100 is now about $20. There is controversy
caused by the misuse of lasers. They will be available as long as they are not abused by
pointing them at people, animals or aircraft.

So you purchase a laser pointer. You pull it out of your pocket at the next star
party and it slips through your "butter" fingers and falls on the asphalt. You try to turn it
on and it no longer works. Instant loss. Then that sinking feelings sets in. Ask long time
CAA member and laser expert Dale Harder how hard it is to repair one. It’s a time-
consuming and costly job.

If you want to avoid breaking your laser, there is a simple preventive remedy:
Make your own laser lanyard.

You will need to purchase the following:  nylon twine, 1/4 to 1/2 yard from JoAnn
Fabrics, or buy 1-1/4 yard if you want to make a large lanyard from it.
Making Your Lanyard

Step 1. Sear the ends of the nylon twine with a candle flame. This will prevent
them from unraveling.

Step 2. Take the two twine ends together and make a loop knot. Put a dab of
superglue on the knot to make it secure.

Step 3. Make a second loop knot approximately 1" from the end.
Step 4. The looped end will slip under the pocket clip on the laser. Wrap a small

piece of duct tape around and over the twine to secure it.
Step 5. Attach the second loop to your CAA name tag clip and lanyard.  If you

make a large lanyard, you can hang it down around your neck or tuck it in a jacket or shirt
pocket.

Your laser can be easily detached from your lanyard when not in use. If your
laser has a battery access point near the pocket clip, just wrap the duct tape below the cap
to allow access to the battery compartment.

 You are now ready to use your laser pointer as you share what you learn about
the night sky with your friends and family. Enjoy your next cosmic adventure!

--by Susan Petsche

Do-It-Yourself

Making a Laser-Saver
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Findley State Park is
located several miles
south of Wellington,
OH. The park is about
an hour or so drive to
the west and south from
Strongsville. We will
meet at the beach park-
ing lot at about 8 p.m.

     CAA member Gary Kader, Observa-
tory Director at BW University, will be our
speaker this coming Monday (Aug. 11).  At
7:30 p.m. he will discuss the famous
women known as the “Harvard Com-
puters,” who played a key role in astron-
omy.

     CAA member Joe Golias is an expert
astrophotographer and owner of the Astro-
zap company on Berea Road here in Cleve-

land.
     Astrozap is a leading manufacturer of
flexible and aluminum dew shields, and
offers a large selection of other innovative
products for the modern astronomer, in-
cluding solar filters, mounts, dew heaters,
telescopes, and various accessories.
     Joe offers a discount for purchases made
by CAA members. Check his website at
www.astrozap.com for a list of products
and further information.

News Notes

www.astrozap.com

