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 CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS – 2015 

Date Time Where What 

Monday, April 

13 

7:30 p.m. Rocky 

River 

Nature 

Center 

Speaker & Business Meeting.  Club member Matt Franduto enjoyed 

the test launch of the Orion Deep-Space Vehicle on Dec. 5, 2014 at 

Cape Canaveral, FL. His talk will include exciting photos of the 

launch.. 

Monday, May 

11 

6:30 & 7:30 p.m. Rocky 

River 

Nature 

Center 

CAA Board Meeting at 6:30, followed by speaker and business 

meeting at 7:30 p.m. Speaker Dave Watkins will discuss 

astrophotography basics and equipment in “Astrophotography for 

the Beginner and Intermediate.” 

Saturday, May 

23 

8 p.m. Letha 

House 

Public star party for the Medina County Park District.  Help & 

scopes appreciated. 

Monday, June 8 7:30 p.m. Rocky 

River 

Nature 

Center 

Speaker at 7:30, followed by business meeting.  “Telescopes, 

Telescopes, Telescopes” several club members will show and 

demonstrate their personal telescopes with time for questions and 

answers about the scopes and how to join the community of amateur 

astronomers. 

Saturday, June 

20 

8 p.m. Letha 

House 

Public star party for the Medina County Park District.  Help & 

scopes appreciated. 

Saturday, June 

27 

8 p.m. Edgewater 

Metro Park 

Public star party. Details to be announced. 

Monday, July 

13 

6:30 & 7:30 p.m. Rocky 

River 

Nature 

Center 

CAA Board meeting at 6:30, followed by speaker & business 

meeting at 7:30 p.m. Jason Davis, Planetarium Manager at the 

Cleveland Museum of Natural History will take us on a virtual tour 

of the museum’s $150 million planned expansion. 

Saturday, July 

18 

Noon Letha 

House 

CAA Annual Convention. Details TBA. 

Tuesday, July 

21 

2:30 p.m. Maple Hts. 

County 

Library 

Sun Party. Observing the Sun with solar scopes for the County 

Library system. 

Our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's Letha House Park, 5800 

Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256. 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
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 Findley State Park Star Party 

We will hold our annual public star party at Findley State Park this year starting at 9 p.m. on Saturday, August 

15. 

The night will feature a very slender 1-day-old waxing crescent Moon that will set around 8:40 p.m. along with 

Jupiter and Mercury. During the rest of the evening, we will have Moonless dark skies that will be much darker 

than at Letha House. 

As in the past, the park will reserve four free campsites for CAA members who want to spend the night in the 

park. Findley State Park is located a few miles south of Wellington, Ohio. A sign-up sheet for the star party will 

be available later in the year. 

 Call the Sheriff 

CAA members have special permission from the Medina County Park District to use Letha House Park after 

closing hours for star gazing. 

We can stay out all night for star gazing if we wish.  Just remember to notify the Medina County Sheriff’s 

Office, or the Park District, about your planned visit to Letha House. And bring your permit with you when you 

visit the park. 

Call the Sheriff’s Office 24/7 at (330) 725-6631. You can also call the Park District office Monday through Friday 

from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at (330) 722-9364. 

Please remember that if the Letha House shelter is rented for the evening, we have to wait until 10 p.m. before 

using the site. You can check the daily rental schedule online at: 

http://reservations.medinacountyparks.com/facilities/. 

 Help Find Planet-Forming Disks 

CAA members can help NASA Goddard scientists 

locate planetary disks by joining the Disk Detective 

program. 

Program volunteers use data from the Wide-field 

Infrared Survey Explorer (WISE) satellite to help 

identify infrared sources that could be planet-

forming disks around nearby stars, in galaxies and 

interstellar dust clouds, or in other extended 

infrared sources. 

The WISE satellite found 278,000 sources that 

could be planet-forming disks. Volunteers can help 

classify these sources for scientists after taking a 

brief online tutorial. So far, 478 possible disks have 

been identified for further study. 

If you would like to help with this online program, 

go to www.diskdetective.org for further 

information. 

http://reservations.medinacountyparks.com/facilities/


April 2015   Vol. 44 No. 4 

3 of 6 

 Help Preserve Astronomical History 
Volunteers are needed to help transcribe historic observing logbook data and other astronomical documents from the 

Harvard College Observatory. 

The work is part of the Digital Access to a Sky Century at Harvard (DASCH) project to digitize and make available images 

and data online from the Harvard College Observatory’s roughly 500,000 astronomical plates and other historic 

information. 

Volunteers are being recruited to help online with the DASCH project at the Smithsonian Institution’s Digital Volunteer 

Transcription Center. 

The volunteer online transcription work at the center turns handwritten and typewritten documents into searchable and 

machine-readable resources and preserves these documents for future use. 

In addition to astronomical logbooks, the Harvard Observatory project includes historic documents about astronomical 

discoveries, and correspondence between the women who were known as the “Harvard Computers” during the Edward 

Pickering era at Harvard. 

The DASCH project has led to a number of important discoveries. For further information about becoming a DASCH 

volunteer, go to http://transcription.si.edu.        --Bill Murmann 

 

Our friend professional photographer Stan Honda used one of CAA’s solar filters made for the Transit of Venus to take this 

photo during the Total Solar Eclipse on March 20, 2015. Stan traveled to the Svalbard archipelago (formerly Spitzbergen) in 

the Arctic Ocean to photograph the eclipse from a valley near the city of Longyearbyen at 78 degrees north latitude. One of 

Stan’s eclipse photos was selected and published as NASA’s Astronomy Picture of the Day (APOD) on March 21, 2015. 

http://transcription.si.edu/
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 Highlights of Our April Skies       

Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine and to Orion Telescopes & Binoculars for this brief list of what-to-see 

in March—Bill Murmann. 

Lyrids Meteor Shower—the April Lyrids Meteor Shower is expected peak on April 22nd and 23rd . This is 

considered a medium shower that can produce about 20 meteors per hour at its peak. Check the skies near the 

constellation Lyra in the east around midnight. Lyra can be easily identified by finding its brightest star, 0.58 

magnitude Vega. 

Leo Galaxy Cluster—If you have a large reflector and like a challenge, try finding the Leo Quartet (NGC 3190), a 

grouping of faint galaxies in the constellation Leo, halfway between the stars Adhafera (Zeta Leonis) and 

Algieba (Gamma Leonis) in the Sickle of Leo. You can locate Leo by finding the bright 1.35 magnitude star 

Regulus at the bottom of the Sickle’s handle. The Leo Quartet consists of three spiral galaxies and one elliptical 

galaxy. 

Galaxy Season—April is a great month for observing galaxies, such as M101, M51, and M106 near the Big 

Dipper. Check the Virgo Cluster located between the mag 2 star Denebola in Leo and mag 3 Vindemiatrix in 

Virgo. The Virgo Cluster contains about 1,500 to 2,000 galaxies and is part of the Virgo Supercluster. An 80mm 

(3.15-inch) scope will reveal most of these galaxies. A 10-inch scope, however, will provide a magnificent view. 

Colorful Algieba—If you enjoy seeing colorful stars, take a look at Algieba in the Sickle of Leo. Algieba is located 

where the sickle asterism starts to curve just above the top of the handle. Algieba is a colorful binary consisting 

of two giant stars. They are mag 2 and mag 3, and are red-orange and yellow-green respectively.  

Mercury on Display—During the week of April 30 and the first week of May, Mercury offers its best evening 

apparition of 2015. Look for Mercury low in the west-northwest about 2 degrees to the lower left of Pleiades in 

the evening twilight. Mercury is about 80 percent iron and in spite of orbiting very close to the Sun, has ice at 

the bottom of polar craters where the Sun doesn’t shine. 

Cancer’s Famous Cluster—The constellation Cancer to the right of bright star Regulus is home to M44, the 

famous Beehive Cluster. The Beehive features a few dozen stars and is one of the best binocular open clusters 

and a great target for a wide field scope. 

Northern Cancer Doubles—At the top of Cancer’s northern claw there are two binocular double stars, Iota and 

Rho Cancri. Iota is difficult to split with binoculars, but should easily yield to a small scope. Rho Cancri can be 

split with binoculars. The northernmost star of the pair, known as 55 Cancri, was one of the first stars 

discovered to have an exoplanet.  
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 Special Programs 

Baldwin-Wallace University—On Friday, April 10, BW observatory director and CAA member Gary Kader will 

host a free lecture at the CIG hall at 7:30 p.m., followed by an open house at the university’s Burrell 

Observatory. 

Guest speaker will be geologist Michael Blair, who will present a free lecture entitled “Ten Years at Saturn: 

What We Have Learned From the Cassini Mission.” 

This will be last free lecture of the 2014-2015 season sponsored by BW’s Department of Physics and 

Astronomy. In honor of the event, cookies will be available. 

The university’s CIG hall is located at 340 Front Street in Berea, about 300 hundred feet north of the Bagley 

Road intersection. Free parking is available behind the hall. 

Cleveland Museum of Natural History—At 8 p.m. on Thursday, April 16, Dr. Alison Sills, associate professor of 

astronomy at Canada’s McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario, will present a lecture entitled “Stellar 

Mergers and Interactions: Yes, Virginia, Stars Do Collide.” 

The free lecture will be held at the museum’s Murch Auditorium in University Circle at 1 Wade Oval, in 

Cleveland. On clear evenings, the Museum’s Ralph Mueller Observatory will be open after the lecture. 

Limited parking is available for $6 in the museum lot. For further information, please call (216) 231-4600 

 Treasurer’s Report 

CAA Financial Report March-15 

Beginning Bank Bal. 6,148.45 

Beginning Petty Cash 455.61 

Total Beginning Cash 6,604.06 

  

Income - Bank  

Memberships 25.00 

Prepaid Magazine Subscriptions  

Interest 0.05 

  

Income - Petty Cash  

Donations 27.91 

Membership 25.00 

  

Expenses - Bank  

CAA Newsletter & Copies 54.08 

Misc. 10.83 

  

Expenses - Petty Cash  

Refreshments 21.00 

  

Net Bank 6,108.59 

Net Petty Cash 487.52 

Net Cash 6,596.11 

 

—Suzie Dills, Treasurer 

 

 

 

CAA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.  
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 Secretary's Report—CAA Meeting March 9, 2015
Board Meeting 

100 copies of the Medina Park District’s observing 

permits for Letha House have been printed.  

Applications for the Metropark’s permits are taking 

longer since their form is online now. 

Astronomy Day, coming up on April 25, was discussed.  

Jay recommended forming a committee a year in 

advance to plan for next year. 

Science Night at the Avon Public School will be held 

March 12, 6 to 8 p.m. 

Our first Letha House program will be held May 23, then 

monthly for 6 months after that.  The park is 

requesting a special program on August 8, with the 

observatory open 6 – 11 p.m. 

There is the possibility that we will sponsor a program in 

recognition of New Horizon’s arrival at Pluto. 

Sept. 19 is International Observe the Moon Night.  A 

lunar eclipse will occur Sept. 27. 

Bill called Findley State Park to ask about their star party 

this year, but they have not responded yet. 

CCPL Library programs scheduled: Sun party at the 

Maple Heights branch Wed. July 21, 2:30 p.m. 

Moon party at the Beachwood branch Thursday, Aug. 

20, 7:30 p.m. 

Program 

After an astronomy update by Jay Reynolds, CAA 

webmaster Jim Guilford presented a program on star 

clusters. 

Business Meeting 

Treasurer’s Report:  The club has $6148.45 in the bank 

and $455.61 in cash. 

President’s Report:  We now have $2 million in 

insurance coverage.   

Science Night at Avon Public School will be Thursday, 

March 12 from 6 to 8 p.m. 

Our astrophotography will be on display at Rocky River 

Nature Center Sept. – Oct. this year. 

July 14 – New Horizon will arrive at Pluto. 

Aug. 8 – special program for Medina Park district 

Sept. 19 – International Observe the Moon Night 

Sept. 27 – Total eclipse of the moon. 

Observing permits are available for the Medina park. 

Vice President’s Report:  We have programs scheduled 

through September. 

Old business:  none 

New Business:  none. 

Members reported their observations, after which 

President Bill Murmann adjourned the meeting. 

—Steve Gallant, Secretary 

Contacts 
President: 

Bill Murmann 440-572-0464  

 murmann@sbcglobal.net 

Vice President: 

Tim Campbell 216-316-7829 

 camtimothy@aol.com 

Treasurer: 

Suzie Dills 440-670-1442  

suzieastro@yahoo.com 

Secretary: 

Steve Gallant 440-892-7934 

 sgallant@prodigy.net 

CAA Webmaster: 

Jim Guilford 440-877-0372

 guilford.james@gmail.com 

Members at Large 

Dave Nuti (216) 502-1706

 working212@sbcglobal.net 

Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872  

jay52757@yahoo.com 

Bob Wiersma (440) 409-1468  

rrw28141@gmail.com 

Observatory Director: 

Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872  

jay52757@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor: 

Jeff Bryk  216-587-0945  
 jeff.bryk@outlook.com 
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