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2006 CAA Calendar - Summary 

8/12/06  Sat 

 

Perseid Meteor Shower 

Party - LENSC 

8/14/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA General Membership 

Meeting – RRNC 

8/26/06  Sat 

8:00 p.m. 

CAA Presentation “The 

Summer Triangle:  Easy to 

Find Guide to the Milky 

Way” and Star Party – 

Letha House 

8/26/06  Sat MVAS OTAA Convention 

8/28/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA Board Meeting – 

Starbucks 

9/11/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA General Membership 

Meeting – RRNC 

9/23/06  Sat BRAS OTAA Convention 

9/25/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA Board Meeting – 

Starbucks 

10/9/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA General Membership 

Meeting – RRNC 

10/23/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA Board Meeting – 

Starbucks 

10/28/06  Sat 

8:00 p.m. 

CAA Presentation “Sky 

Treats:  Halloween Views 

of the Night Sky” and Star 

Party – Letha House 

11/13/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA General Membership 

Meeting – RRNC 

11/27/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA Board Meeting – 

Starbucks 

12/11/06  Mon CAA Christmas Party – 

Location TBD 

 No Board Meeting in 

December 

2006 CAA Calendar - Detail 

Saturday, August 12 

Perseid meteor shower party at the 

Lake Erie Nature and Science Center 

in the Huntington Reservation of the 

Cleveland Metroparks.  The Lake Erie 

Nature and Science Center is located 

at 28728 Wolf Road in Bay Village.  

See article for details. 

Monday, August 14 

CAA General Membership Meet-

ing at 7:30 p.m. in the Cleveland 

Metroparks Rocky River Nature Cen-

ter.  Our program this month will be 

“Global Positioning System" presented 

by CAA member Charles Grace.  It's a 

very important and interesting subject, 

involving a lot of astronomy. 

Saturday, August 26 

CAA presentation and star party 

at 8:00 p.m. at the Letha House Warm 

Up Room and CAA Observatory.  The 

topic for this program is “The Summer 

Triangle:  Easy to Find Guide to the 

Milky Way”.  During the late evening 

hours, the famous Summer Triangle is 

high in the eastern sky.  Learn about 

the three brightest stars in the sky, 

which serve as a guide to the Milky 

Way.  There is no better time to ob-

serve the beautiful summer Milky Way 

and explore its sparkling belt.  We 

need a speaker for this event.  Please 

contact Vice President Bruce Lane if 

you are interested. 

CAA members that are planning 

on attending this event please call the 

Medina County Park District office at 

330-722-9364 by August 24th to regis-

ter. 

Saturday, August 26 

MVAS OTAA Convention.  See 

details under Other OTAA Events. 

Monday, August 28 

CAA Board Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

at Starbucks Coffee Co.  Starbucks is 

located at 24950 Lorain Road, just 

west of Columbia Road in North Olm-

sted. 

Monday, September 11 

CAA General Membership Meet-

ing at 7:30 p.m. in the Cleveland 

Metroparks Rocky River Nature Cen-

ter.  Our program this month will be 

presented by Nancy Rabel Hall and 

Dawn Jenkins from NASA Glenn Re-

search Center. 

Saturday, September 23 

BRAS OTAA Convention.  See 

details under Other OTAA Events. 

Monday, September 25 

CAA Board Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

at Starbucks Coffee Co.  Starbucks is 

located at 24950 Lorain Road, just 

west of Columbia Road in North Olm-

sted. 
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Monday, October 9 

CAA General Membership Meet-

ing at 7:30 p.m. in the Cleveland 

Metroparks Rocky River Nature Cen-

ter.  Our program this month will be 

presented by CAA member and web-

master James Guilford.  Jim will give 

a presentation on the Stephens Memo-

rial Observatory of Hiram College and 

its nine-inch Warner and Swasey tele-

scope. The talk will cover the history 

and current status of the observatory 

and its instrument. 

Monday, October 23 

CAA Board Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

at Starbucks Coffee Co.  Starbucks is 

located at 24950 Lorain Road, just 

west of Columbia Road in North Olm-

sted. 

Saturday, October 28 

CAA presentation and star party 

at 8:00 p.m. at the Letha House Warm 

Up Room and CAA Observatory.  The 

topic for this program is “Sky Treats:  

Halloween Views of the Night Sky”.  

The wonder and beauty of the heavens 

begin when the cloak of daylight is 

lifted, revealing the vast sea of stars 

that make up the night sky.  You will 

tour the fall sky and learn about some 

of the most easy-to-find objects and 

star patterns that are visible.  We need 

a speaker for this event.  Please con-

tact Vice President Bruce Lane if you 

are interested. 

CAA members that are planning 

on attending this event please call the 

Medina County Park District office at 

330-722-9364 by October 26th to reg-

ister. 

Sky Events for August 2006 

Sunday, August 20 

Mercury passes 0.5° north of Sat-

urn, 7 p.m. EDT. 

Monday, August 21 

The Moon passes 3° north of Ve-

nus, 11 p.m. EDT. 

Friday, August 25 

The Moon passes 0.6° south of 

Mars, 10 a.m. EDT. 

Saturday, August 26 

Venus passes 0.07° north of Sat-

urn, 7 p.m. EDT. 

Monday, August 28 

The Moon passes 0.5° south of 

Spica, 4 a.m. EDT. 

Tuesday, August 29 

The Moon passes 5° south of 

Jupiter, 9 p.m. EDT. 

Thursday, August 31 

The Moon passes 0.5° south of 

Antares, 10 p.m. EDT. 

Sky Events for September 2006 

Friday, September 1 

Mercury is in superior conjunc-

tion, 1 a.m. EDT. 

Tuesday, September 5 

Uranus is at opposition, 7 a.m. 

EDT. 

The Moon passes 3° south of 

Neptune, 6 p.m. EDT. 

Venus passes 0.8° north of 

Regulus, 7 p.m. EDT. 

Thursday, September 7 

The Moon passes 0.4° south of 

Uranus, 11 a.m. EDT. 

Partial lunar eclipse, 3 p.m. EDT. 

Club News / Stories 

Treasurer’s Report          

July 2006 

 Beginning Petty Cash $177.21 

Beginning Bank Balance $5,327.40 

Starting Assets $47.10 

Total Beginning Assets $5,551.71 

  

Income  

Coffee Donations $15.35 

Dues Membership $30.00 

Sales (Handbook, Shirts, gift) $2.00 

OTAA Convention $366.00 

Bank Interest $2.26 

Total Income $415.61 

  

Expenses  

CAA Newsletter $7.80 

CAA Web Site $20.95 

OTAA Convention $56.77 

Observatory $86.90 

Refreshments $16.06 

Total Expenses $188.48 

  

Total Income - Expenses $227.13 

  

Ending Petty Cash $57.00 

Ending Bank Balance $5,690.44 

Ending Assets $31.40 

Total Ending Assets $5,778.84 

 

Ted Sauppé, Treasurer 

Secretary’s Report          

July 2006 

General Membership Meeting 

Minutes 

7/10/06 7:30 p.m. at RRNC 

1. Motion made by Carl Kelley to 

accept June’s general membership 

meeting minutes.  Seconded by 

Jim Cofer.  Accepted unani-

mously. 

2. Treasurer Ted Sauppé gave the 

Treasurer’s report which can be 

found in The Observer.  Motion 

made by Bob Van Houten to ac-

cept the Treasurer’s report.  Sec-

onded by Jeff Lewis.  Accepted 

unanimously. 

3. Lynn Laux and Erik Hall attended 

a meeting with Medina County 

Park system concerning some 

problems with some ex-members.  

At our general membership meet-

ing Lynn Laux also read a letter 

that she sent Medina County 

Parks on this matter.  Robert’s  

Rules were also discussed con-

cerning members not in good 

standing.  It has been recom-

mended that once a year the Pre-

sident and Observatory Director 

meet with the Medina County 
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Parks to ensure there are not any 

problems. 

4. CAA was awarded an Honorable 

Mention for Astronomy Day by 

the Astronomical League for 

Sky/Tel Astronomy Day. 

5. CAA has been invited back by 

NASA Glenn for Astronomy Day 

on 4/21/07.  An open discussion 

was held on whether CAA will 

participate in this next year.  A 

motion was made by C.J. Camp-

bell to participate next year.  Mo-

tion was seconded by John Nich-

ols.  Accepted unanimously. 

6. CAA welcomed a number of 

guests in attendance.  There were 

Carlos, Jerry, Mike, Matt and 

Harry.  Welcome. 

7. A big thanks has to go to Steve 

Spears who again took care of the 

donuts and coffee.  Thanks Steve.  

A big thanks to C.J. Campbell 

who volunteered to take care of 

this at our August meeting. 

8. Jeff Woytach (NASA Glenn) will 

be speaking at the CAA Conven-

tion on Space Exploration. 

9. Talks have started on forming a 

committee to find new officers for 

the next two years.  Anyone inter-

ested in being on the committee or 

being an officer please see Lynn 

Laux or any other officer. 

10. A number of observations were 

given by:  Steve Spears, Chris 

Burke, Jim Cofer, Bill Murmann, 

Lonnie Dittrick and Art Nenadal.  

Thanks everyone. 

 

Board Meeting Minutes 

7/24/06 7:30 p.m. at Starbucks 

1. In attendance:  Sam Mortaro, 

Lynn Laux, Larry Baumann, 

Bruce Lane, Ray Paul, Erik Hall, 

Carl Kelley and Ted Sauppé. 

2. Anyone who is interested in being 

an officer or board member 

should contact Lynn Laux or any 

other officer or board member. 

3. Perseid Meteor shower viewing 

party is 8/12/06 at Huntington 

Reservation in the field across 

from the planetarium. 

 

Sam Mortaro, Secretary 

CAA Loaner Telescopes 

Club-Owned Telescope Availability 

Telescope Description, including mount, eye 

pieces, etc. 

Member Loaned To Loan Date Due Date 

 

6” f/8 German equatorial reflector with eye-

pieces 

Mike Madigan May 2004  

 

6” blue tube Dobsonian reflector with 30mm 

and 20mm Series 500 Plossl eyepieces 

Not Available – 

Erik Hall is making 

updates to this 

scope. 

  

Programs for November 

2006 and 2007 

We are always looking for ideas 

and speakers for programs for most of 

the general meetings.  We still have 

openings for November 2006 and we 

are starting to plan programs for 2007.  

If you have any ideas or suggestions, 

then please contact Bruce Lane or one 

of the board members. 

Access Code to the Obser-

vatory has Changed 

The access code to the CAA Ob-

servatory has been changed.  Any 

CAA member who has completed the 

observatory training can call or email 

Erik Hall for the new access code. 

Longtime CAA Members 

Honored                            

by Lynn M. Laux 

Late in the autumn of 2005, the 

Board discussed recognizing those 

members who have appreciably con-

tributed to the Cuyahoga Astronomical 

Association in particular and amateur 

astronomy in general.  The club al-

ready recognizes those who participate 

in the yearly Messier Marathon, as 

well as the Astronomer of the Year, 

yet there seemed to be a need to honor 

those who quietly, yet significantly 

make the CAA the distinctive club that 

it is. 

Board members were asked to 

submit a list of fellow members who 

they thought had made an impact on 

the club.  After discussion and reflec-

tion, a list of names was decided upon, 

and subsequently two members were 

ultimately agreed upon. 

At the same time, it was decided 

that the Board should review this topic 

at least once during its two year ten-

ure.  Additionally, we wanted to honor 

these members at a public forum, 

rather than at the Club’s annual 

Christmas party—although that was 

not ruled out. 

Therefore, I am happy to report 

that the CAA will honor Carl Kelley 

and Charles Grace for their contribu-

tions to our club and astronomy with 

Honorary Life Memberships at the 

CAA OTAA convention. Honorary 

members are entitled to all the privi-

leges that regular, dues-paying mem-

bers are entitled to, but no longer pay 

annual dues. 

As a club we are so very lucky to 

have members like Carl Kelley and 

Charles Grace.  Carl is an eager sup-

porter of all outreach programs and is 

always there to lend a helping hand to 

whatever endeavor the club under-

takes.  His mechanical skills are in-

valuable to the Observatory.  He 

makes newcomers feel very welcome; 

I know he was one of the very first 

people to extend his hand to me when 

I first started coming around.  Carl 

routinely comes to Board meetings 

(which made it hard, by the way, to 

discuss this award without him know-

ing!).  His enthusiasm is infectious and 

his energy is boundless. 

Charles writes excellent and eru-

dite articles on astronomy for the Club 

newsletter, The Observer. He is always 

willing to speak to the club on current 

and varied astronomical topics.  He is 

every bit a gentleman and class act.  If 

you have ever talked with Charles one-

on-one, you know what I mean. 

Charles’ excitement in amateur as-

tronomy and the activities of our club 

is evident in the articles he writes, and 

the talks he gives. 

Both Carl and Charles contributed 

significantly to the establishment and 

start-up of our Observatory at Letha 

House.  If you weren’t able to make it 

to the OTAA Convention, make sure 

you congratulate both Charles and 

Carl at the next meeting! 
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Charles Grace and Carl Kelley 

will join Steve Farkas, Simon Holler, 

Homer McCullough, and Al Panzer 

as Honorary Life Members. 

Astronomy Day 2006 

Award                                

by Lynn M. Laux 

I am pleased to announce to the 

members of the Cuyahoga Astronomi-

cal Association that the Astronomical 

League, in conjunction with Sky & 

Telescope Magazine, has awarded our 

club an Honorable Mention for our 

2006 Astronomy Day entry.   “Con-

gratulations on your outstanding 

achievements in the 2006 Astronomy 

Day Award competition”, said Bob 

Ghent, President of the Astronomical 

League. “Winning an honorable men-

tion was no small feat this year,” he 

went on to add. Furthermore, Gary E. 

Tomlinson, Astronomy Day Coordina-

tor said, “The judges were very im-

pressed with your entry.” 

This year, we featured solar tele-

scope viewing, a comet demonstration, 

choosing and using a telescope, as 

well as evening stargazing.  There 

were also lots of activities for children 

as well as a hangar tour, the StarLab 

planetarium, various speakers, and the 

Vision for Space Exploration Trailer. 

The winner of the Sky & Tele-

scope Astronomy day competition for 

this year is The Iranian Astronomical 

Society, Tehran, Iran.  Go to  

http://www.astroleague.org/al/astroday

/adactiv06.html#Iran .  You can see 

the huge list of activities that the Ira-

nian Society organized for astronomy 

day and they are to be congratulated 

for an amazing effort. Other winners 

will be announced at the ALCON con-

vention in Arlington, Texas on August 

4 – 5, 2006. 

I wish to thank all CAA members 

who contributed time and materials 

into making our Astronomy Day 2006 

successful. We are very happy to par-

ticipate and hope to have an even big-

ger event in 2007. 

Eagle Creek Garden Center 

Looking for a Volunteer to 

Give an Astronomy Pres-

entation 

Our Vice President, Bruce Lane, 

received the following email through 

the Vice President link on the CAA 

website. Please call Bruce if anyone 

would be interested in giving a presen-

tation in October. 

I am writing about Eagle Creek 

Garden Center here in Bainbridge, 

Ohio.  We periodically hold special 

events here at the store to educate, 

inform and entertain our customer 

base - especially in the summer and 

fall.  It is a good way for us to be able 

to connect with our customers and 

develop relationships after the hectic 

spring season is over. 

I am looking for someone who 

might like to attend one of our events 

as a speaker.  Many people aren't 

aware of what is happening above 

them!  As gardeners they have a ten-

dency to concentrate on the ground  

and, therefore, miss out on information 

about what is going on in the sky that 

affects them. 

I think it would be wonderful to 

have someone be able to come to our 

store in the afternoon and give a short 

presentation and of course give infor-

mation on the club and opportunities 

for the backyard sky watcher. 

We are also having events every 

weekend in October that are fun and 

family oriented.  That would be an-

other great time as we have a different 

theme for each weekend that follows 

the line "FALL IS ALL ABOUT..".  

One weekend it's going to be about 

weather and climate – the sky and stars 

would be a wonderful addition. 

Thanks, 

Sue Cindric 

Eagle Creek Growers 

Viewing the Stars in 2006: 

A Message from Madame 

Prez! 

Charge your battery packs, check 

your eyepieces and filters, dust off 

your star charts, pack up your tele-

scope, and get your observing permits 

because another year of star parties is 

about to begin!  Actually, it formally 

began on February 4 at Letha House 

with a presentation on The Top Ten 

Winter Objects, but due to Mother 

Nature (not to be upstaged) it was 

snowed out.  Let’s keep our fingers 

crossed for the remainder of the pro-

grams yet to come! 

August 26: CAA presentation 

and Star Party at Letha House: 8:00 

PM.  The topic for this evening’s pro-

gram is “The Summer Triangle: Easy-

to-Find Guide to the Milky Way.”  

Speaker to be announced.  Telescopes 

and members are needed to help our 

Observatory Director with this event. 

August 26: MVAS OTAA Con-

vention. 

September 23: BRAS OTAA 

Convention. 

October 28: CAA presentation 

and Star Party at Letha House: 8:00 

PM.  The topic for this evening’s pro-

gram is “Sky Treats: Halloween Views 

of the Night Sky.” Speaker to be an-

nounced.  Telescopes and members 

are needed to help our Observatory 

Director with this event.  

November: Elections.  Yes, I 

know--this isn’t really an event where 

a telescope is required, but it is an 

important time for the Club nonethe-

less.  I hope some of you who have 

never run for an office consider doing 

so now.  All of the officer’s terms ex-

pire, which means we will need a 

President, Vice-President, Treasurer, 

Secretary, and three members-at-large.  

The Board will appoint a committee to 

draft, er, I mean, recruit those mem-

bers who might be interested in hold-

ing an office.  Again, if our club is to 

remain a vital and growing member of 

the amateur astronomical community, 

it is crucial that members volunteer at 

events or run for office! 

Additionally, look for members’ 

only events to be held at Letha House.  

Keep your eye on the CAA mail list 

(on Topica) for members who are 

looking for an observing buddy to 

accompany/meet them at Letha House.  

Last year several of us got together to 

observe, image, trade advice, and look 

through some big telescopes (well, 

really only one. . . thanks, Chris!) 



The Observer August 2006 5 

Schools and other groups contact 

us as well, so there are plenty of 

chances to get out under the skies, 

weather permitting. 

Jim Cofer is continuing his 

awards program, and the more you get 

out under the skies, the better chance 

you have of grabbing one of his cer-

tificates! 

Regarding the use of Letha 

House, make sure you follow the CAA 

and Park rules to the letter.  If you 

open up the Observatory to access the 

Pole Barn, please sign in at the Obser-

vatory, then sign in all members you 

can identify on the clipboard in the 

Pole Barn.  If you don’t know (or can’t 

recognize) someone, what better way 

to get to know them than by asking for 

their name? Not only will it help the 

Club keep track of the numbers of 

people from our Club who use the site, 

but it will help Jim with his awards 

program! 

  
Hope to see you out under the 

night sky!! 

Perseid Party 2006 Update 

On Saturday, August 12, 2006 

Schuele Planetarium, in cooperation 

with the Cuyahoga Astronomical As-

sociation, will be hosting a Perseid 

Meteor Shower Party at the Lake Erie 

Nature and Science Center.  Please 

bring your telescopes and binoculars! 

The Perseids, best known of all 

the meteor showers, are actually the 

debris left behind by periodic comet 

Swift-Tuttle (109P). Discovered back 

in 1862, this comet takes approxi-

mately 130 years to circle the Sun. 

Every year during mid-August, when 

the Earth passes close to the orbit of 

Swift-Tuttle, the bits and pieces ram 

into our atmosphere at approximately 

37 miles per second (60 kps) and cre-

ate bright streaks of light. 

     Typically, during an overnight 

watch, the Perseids are capable of 

producing a number of bright, flaring 

and fragmenting meteors, which leave 

fine trains in their wake. On the night 

of shower maximum, the Perseid radi-

ant is not far from the famous "Double 

Star Cluster" of Perseus.  Low in the 

northeast during the early evening, it 

rises higher in the sky until morning 

twilight ends observing.  Perseid activ-

ity increases sharply in the hours after 

midnight, so plan your observing times 

accordingly.  We are then looking 

more nearly face-on into the direction 

of the Earth’s motion as it orbits the 

Sun, and the radiant is also higher up. 

Watching for the Perseids consists 

of lying back, gazing up into the stars, 

and waiting. It is customary to watch 

the point halfway between the radiant 

(which will be rising in the northeast 

sky) and the zenith (the imaginary 

point directly overhead). A lawn chair 

and warm clothes will make viewing 

more comfortable. 

Contact Jay Reynolds if you are 

interested in participating. 

Looking Up                       

by Charles H. Grace 

Who Uses the Global 

Positioning System? 

Many people in many fields use 

the Global Positioning System (GPS). 

1. Military officers.  The U.S. Dept 

of Defense, who developed the 

GPS, can keep track of troops, 

target cruise missiles and preci-

sion-guided bombs, and detect 

nuclear explosions anywhere in 

the world. 

2. Navigators of cars, planes and 

ships rely on GPS.  Glider pilots 

and mountain climbers also use it. 

3. Surveyors use GPS to locate 

boundaries and surveying mark-

ers.  Specialized road construction 

devices are even capable of ma-

nipulating blades and buckets of 

equipment for grade control by 

GPS. 

4. Some scientists and engineers 

need precise time references.  The 

GPS time signals are used to set 

time-code generators and NTP 

(Network Time Protocol) clocks 

for synchronizing widespread 

computer networks. 

5. Geophysicists and geologists.  

Example: GPS reference time sig-

nals can record the arrival time of 
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earthquakes at various recorder 

locations very accurately. 

6. Mobile phone engineers.  Mobile 

phone locator signals that use 

conventional radio are not nearly 

as accurate as GPS locators are, 

so mobile phone designers can get 

by with less powerful transmitters 

by using ancillary GPS. 

7. Employers of traveling employees 

can keep abreast.  For example, a 

drug company sales manager can 

see that one of his salesmen is 

presently calling on a CVS drug-

store in Lakewood. 

8. Husbands and wives can track 

spouses, etc.  Detectives installed 

a hidden GPS device in Scott Pe-

terson’s car, and they knew when-

ever he drove past Amber Frey‘s 

house, knew he was at the bay to 

observe the body searches, and 

knew that he drove south to San 

Diego, where they arrested him. 

9. Care-givers can monitor elderly 

people and know where to look 

for them by contacting a GPS de-

vice carried in their clothing.  Pets 

that are equipped can also be lo-

cated. 

10. Parents keep track of children.  It 

works so long as the kids don’t 

leave the GPS receiver some-

where else. 

11. Car and truck fleet owners can 

track their vehicles.  GPS can also 

control harvester vehicles as they 

work. 

12. Police can find stolen autos.  Po-

lice are now equipping decoy cars 

with GPS devices to entrap car 

thieves. 

13. Construction executives track 

their equipment.  Between $300 

million and $1 billion dollars 

worth of heavy equipment is sto-

len every year.  Only 10 % is ever 

recovered.  With a hidden GPS, 

the police can retrieve it, if loss of 

the equipment is reported before it 

reaches a border or a port. 

14. Aircraft passengers can follow 

their location.  Systems are now 

being installed to permit GPS to 

be used even when landing and 

taking off. 

15. “Geocoaching” and “orienteering” 

hobbyists.  Objects are first hid-

den by someone; other geosearch-

ers then try to find them using 

hand-held GPS receivers.  Hikers 

and nature walkers use GPS to 

avoid getting lost or to help rescu-

ers find them. 

The GPS has 24 satellites, with 

four satellites in each of six orbits, 

circling the Earth twice every day at 

about 12,600 miles altitude.  There are 

also three spare satellites up there, for 

use in case of a failure. 

Data received from the satellites 

can be merely stored at the tracking 

receiver or be retransmitted at regular 

intervals to a central location or to a 

computer by two-way radio or satel-

lite. 

The accuracy depends on several 

factors, including the receiver quality, 

but it is usually about 50 feet.  The 

best achievable accuracy of a standard 

GPS is about ten feet, and special sys-

tems can be accurate to one foot!  

Clocks on the satellites are compen-

sated for rate effects of the theory of 

relativity before they are launched. 

References:  U.S. Navy GPS Op-

erations; Rocky Mountain Tracking, 

Inc.; Wikipedia; and numerous Inter-

net sources. 

Summit Haven Retreat in 

the Hocking Hills 

Greetings Astronomers! 

We have three beautiful cabins in 

the heart of the Hocking Hills which 

you may know has some of the more 

pristine skies in Ohio. 

Our cabins are true log cabins 

built by a fine craftsman and are set on 

one of the higher sites in Hocking 

County.  Our cabins also have private 

hot tubs, decks for your night viewing 

and wood burning fireplaces.  All cab-

ins are very well furnished and 

equipped. 

Summit Haven Retreat invites you 

to stay with us at a 15% discount. 

Thank you, 

The Seeley Family 
Don, Cindy and Scott 

www.hockinghills.com/summithaven/ 

614-875-5167 

Summit Haven Retreats has pro-

vided five 15% discount cards to the 

club.  Please see me at the next general 

membership meeting if you would like 

one – Jeff Lewis, Editor, The Ob-

server. 

Swap Corner 

For Sale:  Set of Sky and Tele-

scope magazines, Nov 1976 through 

Dec 2000.  There may be one or two 

missing issues.  Asking price for the 

complete set is $75.  If interested, 

please contact Bob Wiersma at 440-

779-5852, or see him at our monthly 

meeting. 

For sale: 

1. Vixen/Celestron 102 mm F/10 

Achromat refractor (doublet), it 

comes with tube rings and 1.25" 

only focuser, 50 and 30 mm find-

ers with brackets. Home made 

dust cover. The scope is in great 

condition. Asking $250.00 

2. 2 OM 1 bodies, one works 100% 

the other has a bad light meter 

3. 2 Zuiko 50 mm lenses 

4. 1 Zuiko 28 mm lens 

5. 1 Sigma 70 -210 Zoom 

6. 1 Zuiko varimagni finder 

For items # 1 – 6 above:  Contact 

Mike Williams for more information.  

Phone: (440) 235-9193 Email: 

mrenmars@aol.com. 

For Sale: 

1. 35mm Panoptic eyepiece, opti-

cally perfect, with box and a bolt 

case.  $300 firm to CAA member, 

cash and carry from Brunswick, 

OH. Alternatively, I will accept an 

optically perfect 27mm Panoptic 

eyepiece plus $30. 

2. Also selling 10mm Radian, opti-

cally perfect, with box and bolt 

case. $200 firm to CAA member, 

cash and carry. 

For items # 1 – 2 above:  Contact 

Russell Hopkins for more information 

at email address rah4@hotmail.com. 

For Sale:  Celestron C-8 8" tele-

scope, wedge, and tripod from the 

1980's in mint condition. New it was 

over $800.  It has been brought out of 

the house about 12-15 times since it 

was purchased.  You could probably 

get it for around $600-$700.  Please 

contact Dr. Edward Cordasco at 1-

216-371-3935 if you are interested. 

For Sale: 
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1. Celestron AS-GT (CG-5 GT) 

GOTO EQ Mount.  Brand new 

still in box, never been opened.  

The CG-5GT Includes These 

High Performance Features:  

Hand Control: Double line, 16 

character crystal display, 19 fiber 

optic backlit LED buttons; Motor 

Type: DC Servo motors with en-

coders on both axes; Power: DC 

car battery adapter included; Max 

Slew Speed: 4º per second; Soft-

ware Precision: 24-bit, 0.08 

arcsecond calculation; Hand Con-

trol Ports: RS-232 communication 

port on hand control; Motor Ports: 

Aux Port, AutoGuide Ports; 

Tracking Rates: Sidereal, Solar, 

and Lunar; Tracking Modes: EQ 

North and EQ South; Alignment 

Procedures: AutoAlign, 2-Star 

Alignment, Quick Align; Data-

base: 40,000+ objects, 400 user 

defined programmable objects.  

$635.00 

2. MaxView™ DSLR II Variable 

Projection Adapter:  Finally... a 

variable projection adapter large 

enough to hold ANY eyepiece!  

MaxView DSLR II will hold any 

1.25" or 2" eyepiece... yes even 

the massive 31mm Nagler and the 

41mm Panoptic! Now you can use 

your best eyepieces for true vari-

able projection astrophotography. 

But the size alone doesn't make it 

unique. This ultra versatile 

adapter can be used for prime fo-

cus, telenegative projection, eye-

piece projection, and even afocal 

projection!  For use with any SLR 

camera body you just need a sim-

ple T-Ring for your particular 

brand of camera.  One year 

old…used once.  Camera not in-

cluded.  $155.00 

3. Meade 10” LX50 Schmidt 

/Cassegrain telescope 2650mm 

f/10.  Includes Giant Field Tripod, 

2” diagonal, custom steel Dec 

gears, 20mm eyepiece, original 

box and cut foam.  $775.00 

4. Meade EXT90ec 3.5 inch Maksu-

tov/Cassegrain computerized 

GOTO telescope 1250mm f/13.8.  

Complete with tripod, tripod bag 

and JMI telescope case.  Also in-

cludes full aperture Sun filter, ex-

tra hand controller, 26mm Plossl 

eyepiece, and SCT adapter.  

$700.00 

For items # 1 – 4 above, please 

contact George Gajdos 330-867-7980 

yuensing@aol.com. 

Upcoming Astronomical Events 

Other OTAA Events 

Saturday, August 26, 2006:  Ma-

honing Valley Astronomical Society 

OTAA convention at MVCO.  Regis-

tration opens at 5 p.m.  The traditional 

MVAS pot-luck dinner usually begins 

between 6:00 to 6:15 p.m.  Please 

bring your favorite covered dish, des-

sert, or other picnic treats to share with 

guests.  Cool-aid and coffee will be 

provided.  All are invited to set up 

their own telescopes on historic “Tele-

scope Hill”, in the area next to the 

observatory buildings.  AC power will 

be available.  The MVCO is located 

on Ohio Rt. 534 about 8/10 mile north 

of the Ohio Rt. 82 – Ohio Rt. 534 in-

tersection.  See Map. 

Saturday, September 23, 2006:  

Black River Astronomical Society 

OTAA convention at Birmingham 

Methodist Church Hall, Birmingham, 

Ohio.  This marks the 25th anniversary 

of the BRAS OTAA meetings. 

Toledo Astronomical As-

sociation Annual Public 

Star Party 

August 19-20, 2006 

Pioneer Scout Reservation 

Pioneer, Ohio 

Join us under the dark skies of 

Pioneer Scout Reservation for North-

west Ohio and South Central Michi-

gan’s premier summer star party.  En-

joy the company of other astronomers.  

Experience the pleasure of using the 

Association’s 12” Fecker and 25” 

Newtonian to explore the late summer 
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sky.  We will be arranging presenta-

tions and representatives of major 

scope manufacturers and dealers will 

be invited.  Dinner, Breakfast and 

camping are available (sorry, no 

hookup’s).  Motels can be found at 

Ohio Turnpike Exit 2 and at the Fre-

mont, Indiana interchange between the 

Indiana Turnpike and I-69.  A list is 

available upon request.  Bring your 

scope, bring your binoculars, bring 

your friends and bring yourself.  Enjoy 

some of the best viewing in the region. 

Pioneer Scout Reservation is lo-

cated approximately 55 miles west of 

Toledo straddling the Ohio-Michigan 

Line.  There are turnpike exits at Rt. 

15 and Rt. 49.  The camp is approxi-

mately 6 miles west of the village of 

Pioneer.  County Road R is the stop-

light in downtown Pioneer.  See map. 

Registration will commence at 

4:30 p.m.  Dinner will be available at 

7:00 p.m. followed by presentations.  

Breakfast will be served at 8:15 a.m.  

A snack bar with coffee will be avail-

able.  Fees:  Registration $6.00; Din-

ner $5.00; Breakfast $4.00.  To regis-

ter or for more information, contact 

Don Murad 419-872-0357 

dmurad@uoft02.utoledo.edu.  

Schuele Planetarium Star 

Parties 

On the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of 

every month (year round) there are 

Schuele Plane-

tarium star par-

ties starting at 

8:15 p.m. fol-

lowing the 7 

p.m. Planetar-

ium shows 

(weather per-

mitting).  CAA 

members are 

welcome to 

bring their 

scopes to help 

out at the star 

parties in the 

field across the 

street from the 

Schuele Plane-

tarium.  Any 

CAA members 

who could help 

out would be greatly appreciated by 

Jay Reynolds and the Lake Erie Nature 

and Science Center.  All programs 

include the most recent news from our 

explorations of Mars, Saturn & Hub-

ble Space Telescope. 

Other News / Stories 

The Andromeda Galaxy 

The Andromeda Galaxy A Guide 

to the Universe has just been pub-

lished and amateur astronomer Don 

Craig, Jr. has put together the most 

complete review of the history and 

research of this nearby galaxy ever 

written.  The discovery of the true 

distance to the galaxy is discussed.  

The new secrets of the triple core of 

Andromeda are revealed.  The infor-

mation being discovered from the sat-

ellite galaxies of Andromeda is re-

ported.  Read about its globular clus-

ters and the stars in the halo, the amaz-

ing size of the spiral arms, the align-

ment of its satellites.  It’s all here in 

one comprehensive source. 

It is written in a relaxed and in-

formative style with the latest research 

from astronomers around the world.  

The 96-page, 8 ½” X 11” book is 

filled with beautiful color astrophoto-

graphs from every level of the spec-

trum as well as detailed drawings.  

“Andromeda has been a continuing 

target of professional research by all 

kinds of astronomers for several years, 

but no one has put it all together in one 

place,” says Craig.  “The new informa-

tion will astound the public and will 

explain why we continue to research 

Andromeda to find the secrets to our 

origins.” 

The Andromeda Galaxy A Guide 

to the Universe is on sale now through 

the on-line content marketplace of 

Lulu.com, the world’s fastest growing 

provider of print-on-demand books.  

Go to:  

http://www.lulu.com/andromeda.  This 

book is destined to become a standard 

reference work in astronomy. 

Note From The Desk of 

The Editor  

I am always looking for articles 

for The Observer.  If there are any 

aspiring authors out there who want to 

contribute an article, share a story or 

observation, etc. please do so, and I 

will include it in the next issue.  Also, 

if you have any items for sale, or if 

you are looking for any items, send 

these in and I will include them in the 

Swap Corner.  Remember, this is your 

newsletter, and participation from the 

general membership can only make the 

newsletter better.  Thanks to all who 

have taken the time to send in articles.  

Please send articles, items for sale, 

items wanted, suggestions, and/or  

comments to: 

Jeff Lewis 

6147 Sandpiper Lane 

North Olmsted, OH 44070 

Or you can send them via e-mail 

to bruise@adelphia.net.  

 

 


