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 CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS – 2015 

Date Time Where What 

Monday, 

Aug. 10 

7:30 p.m. Rocky River 

Nature Center 

Speaker and business meeting. CAA member and professional 

astronomer Jay Reynolds will discuss NASA's Dawn Mission to the 

asteroid Ceres. 

Saturday, 

Aug. 15 

8 p.m. Findley State 

Park 

Public star party & optional camping. Help & scopes appreciated. 

Thursday 

Aug. 20 

7:30 p.m. Beachwood 

County Library 

Moon & Sun Party. Help & scopes appreciated. 

Saturday, 

Aug. 22 

8 p.m. Letha House Public star party for Medina County Park District. Help & scopes 

appreciated. 

Monday, 

Sept. 14  

6:30 & 7:30 

p.m. 

Rocky River 

Nature Center 

CAA Board meeting at 6:30; speaker and business meeting at 7:30. 

Speaker Jim Free, Director of the NASA Glenn Research Center, will 

discuss the past and future of the Hubble Space Telescope. 

Saturday 

Sept. 19 

8 p.m. Letha House Public star party for Medina County Park District. International 

Observe the Moon Night. Help & scopes appreciated.  

Sunday, 

Sept. 27 

9 p.m. Edgewater 

Metro Park 

Total eclipse of the Moon. Public star party. Help & scopes 

appreciated. 

Monday, 

Oct. 12 

7:30 p.m. Rocky River 

Nature Center 

Speaker at 7:30, followed by business meeting. Speaker Prof. Corbin 

Covault, associate chair of the physics department at CWRU, will 

discuss OSETI, a project to search for extra-terrestrial intelligence. 

Saturday, 

Oct. 17 

8 p.m. Letha House Public star party for Medina County Park District. Help & scopes 

appreciated. 

Monday, 

Nov. 9 

6:30 & 7:30 

p.m. 

Rocky River 

Nature Center 

CAA Board meeting at 6:30, followed by speaker and business 

meeting. Topic TBA. 

Monday, 

Dec. 14 

Time TBA Location TBA CAA’s annual Christmas/Holiday Dinner. Details TBA. 

Our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's Letha House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham 

Twp. OH 44256. 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
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 Annual Convention 

Many thanks to everyone who helped make our Annual Convention a success this year on Saturday, July 18! 

Thirty-four members and 14 guests from other astronomy clubs came to Letha House for a pot luck picnic and 

cookout at the Medina Park District’s air-conditioned shelter. 

Members and guests were generous with their pot luck contributions, so we had lots of good food to eat.  

Thanks to VP Tim Campbell and the generosity of the owner of 5-Star Meats, the club was able to provide 

excellent grilled hot dogs, German brats and sausages. 

Special thanks to Rich Whisler and Gus Waffen who did all the grilling, and to Gail Korylak who organized food 

on the serving tables and who did a ton of work cleaning up afterwards. 

Our treasurer Suzie Dills was kept busy checking people in, selling door-prize tickets for the after-dinner raffle, 

and keeping track of the cash. 

Secretary Steve Gallant did a great job soliciting door prizes from various astronomy vendors and organizing 

the prizes for the raffle. 

Special thanks to Astrozap, Bob’s Knobs, OPT Oceanside Photo & Telescope, Orion Telescopes & Binoculars, 

TeleVue Optics, and Woodland Hills Camera & Telescopes for donating door prizes. 

Check our CAA website for links to their websites featuring their products and services. 

Thanks also to our Observatory Director and Board Member Jay Reynolds, who gave a great talk and slide 

presentation about NASA’S missions to Ceres and Pluto. 

In addition to being a longtime CAA member, Jay is a professor at Cleveland State University and is currently 

president of the Cleveland Astronomical Society. 

It was nice to meet guests at our convention, who came from the Black River Astronomical Society, the Chagrin 

Valley Astronomical Society, the Mahoning Valley Astronomical Society, and the Astronomy Club of Akron. 

Thanks again to everyone in our club who helped in large and small ways to make our convention a success!  

The only thing missing was clear skies.  Unfortunately, for the third year in a row we were clouded out. 

Hopefully we’ll have better luck next year when our Annual Convention is set for Saturday, July 30, at Letha 

House.—Bill Murmann, President 

Check our website at www.Cuyastro.org for Webmaster Jim Guilford’s photo and article about our convention. 
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 Highlights of Our August Skies       

Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine and to Orion Telescopes & Binoculars for this brief list of 

what-to-see in August.—Bill Murmann 

Perseid Meteor Shower—This is one of the most popular meteor showers of the year. It will peak on the night 

of August 12/13th. A nearly new Moon will provide nice dark skies when as many as 90 meteors per hour can be 

seen. Bring a lawn chair out to Letha House for the show. 

Saturn Fading—August will be the last month of the year to see good views of Saturn. By the end of the month, 

it will only be about 10 degrees above the horizon by the end of twilight. Earlier in the month, Saturn will still 

be well above the south-southwest horizon as the sky gets dark. 

Mercury & Crescent Moon—On August 16 at dusk, Mercury will be about 6 degrees to the right of the thin 

crescent Moon very low in the west. 

Mars in the Beehive—Just before dawn on August 19-21, Mars will appear to pass through M44, the Beehive 

Cluster near the eastern horizon. This will be a challenge to see around 5:30 a.m. Use binoculars or a wide field 

scope. 

Summer Milky Way—On August 10-19 when we are in the new Moon phase, pick a dark sky site like Letha 

House to see the majestic scale of the summer Milky Way. You can pick out dozens of star clusters, nebulas, 

and planetary nebulas with binoculars and wide field telescopes. This is a must-see astronomical sight that 

crosses the night sky. 

The Bright Nebulas—The brightest summer nebulas visible in August are M16 (Eagle Nebula), M17 (Swan 

Nebula), M20 (Trifid Nebula), and M8 (Lagoon Nebula). You can spot them with binoculars from a dark-sky site 

like Letha House if you have good seeing. Otherwise use an O-III filter or a broadband Skyglow filter on a small 

to moderate aperture scope to see them under less-ideal sky condition. Use a Star Wheel or Sky & Telescope’s 

“Pocket Sky Atlas” to help locate them. 

Summer Star Clusters—Use a “Sky Atlas” to locate some of the brightest star clusters of the summer, including 

M13, M93, M11, M6, and M7. Under good skies, you can spot them even with a small 2.3-inch scope. To see 

their true beauty, use a 4.5-inch scope, or a 6 to 8-inch Dob. 

Challenge Object—See if you can spot the Dumbbell Nebula (M27) with binoculars in the constellation 

Vulpecula, just south of Cygnus the Swan. The Dumbbell is one of the largest planetary nebulas visible from 

Earth. It will just be a dot in your binoculars, slightly larger than the surrounding stars, but definitely visible. 
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 Free Campsites 

Our annual public star party at Findley State Park 

will be held Saturday, August 15. CAA members 

who help with the program can apply for a free 

campsite in the park for two nights, Friday and 

Saturday August 14th and 15th. 

The final sign-up for the Findley program will be 

this coming Monday, August 10, at our monthly 

meeting at the Rocky River Nature Center. See Bill 

Murmann for further information and the sign-up 

sheet. 

 CAA Star Party 

 

Jay Reynolds shows a young observer the night sky at a public star party the CAA hosted for the Medina County 

Parks District on July 25. Photo by Alan Studt. 

 Welcome to New Members 

Welcome to new members David & Catherine Lippert from Solon, who joined our club after attending our 

convention at Letha House.  
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 Research-Grade Online 

Robot Telescopes for Public Use 

If you are interested in using research-grade robotic telescopes with top-quality astronomical software, visit 

the LightBuckets website at www.lightbuckets.com. 

The site features five telescopes located in the French Alps. The flagship scope is a 33-inch Ritchey-Chrétien 

model, considered to be a fine flat-field, coma-free, high-contrast research-grade instrument. 

Smaller wide-field scopes are Takahashi triple fluorite, ortho-apochromat refractors that provide color-free 

images of extended objects. 

The LightBucket observing program is offered for beginners and professionals. Beginners are guided step by 

step in the use of the equipment. Professionals have complete independent use of the scopes and observing 

software. 

For further information, plus a practice session, go to: www.lightbuckets.com. 

 Photo Display 

As I mentioned recently on our club e-mail list, CAA 

members have been invited to submit astrophotos 

for a 2-month display on the Gallery Wall in the 

Rocky River Nature Center. Members who would 

like to display their astrophotography are welcome 

to do so. The CAA display will be up for two months 

from September through October 2015. 

The deadline for submitting photos is Monday, 

August 31. Photos can range in size from 5x7 inches 

on up--8x10s, 12x14s, etc. However, they must be 

mounted and ready to hang on the wall. Please 

include a small index card with your name and a 

brief description of the object and equipment used. 

For example: JOE SMITH, ANDROMEDA GALAXY, 2 

MILLION LIGHT YEARS AWAY, NIKON PHOTO (etc.) 

Display items can be dropped off at our meeting 

this coming Monday, August 10 . They can also be 

left at the front desk with the nature center staff at 

other times during the month. The photos will be 

kept in a locked room at the nature center until 

they are displayed starting on September 1. 

We have a lot of skilled astrophotographers in our 

club, so we should be able to present a great 

display. 

And we should have a large audience—Rocky River 

is the flagship nature center in the Metroparks and 

draws thousands of visitors on a regular basis. 

--Bill 

CAA President 
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Secretary's Report: Board Meeting and Club Meeting on  

July 13, 2015 

Board Meeting—6:30 p.m 

Tim Campbell will send club members a 

questionnaire concerning their preferences for this 

year’s Christmas dinner. The board discussed the 

dinner and options for the future. 

Bill Murmann reported that the mother of 

deceased member Jim Henry is offering to donate 

two of his telescopes to CAA. Jay Reynolds will 

contact her on behalf of the club.  

Bill Murmann responded to the Cuyahoga Valley 

National Park’s interest in holding star parties, 

inviting a park representative to attend one of our 

board meetings. There was no response to this 

invitation. Bill plans to contact the Medina County 

Park District about painting the observatory. 

Program—7:30 p.m. 

Jason Davis, manager of the Cleveland Museum of 

Natural History’s Shafran Planetarium, gave an 

interesting talk on the museum’s plans for 

expansion. 

Business Meeting 

After the break President Bill Murmann called the 

business meeting to order. 

Treasurer’s Report: The club has $6295.16 in the 

bank. The treasurer’s report was approved as 

published in The Observer. 

Secretary’s Report: The June minutes were 

approved as published in The Observer. 

President’s Report: CAA extends its condolences to 

past president Lynn Paul on the passing of her son. 

Jim Henry’s family is offering to donate two of his 

telescopes to the club. 

Club members’ astrophotography will be displayed 

at the Rocky River Reservations Nature Center in 

September and October.  

Our annual convention will be held July 18. The 

speaker will be Jay Reynolds. 

July 21 will be a sun party to be held at the Maple 

Heights Branch Library. 

A public star party will be held July 21 at Letha 

House. 

On August 8 we will be participating in an open-

house program for the Medina County Park district 

at Letha House. 

August 15 will be the public star party for Findley 

State Park. A limited number of free campsites are 

available to CAA members who help with the 

program. Please sign up in advance. 

August 22 will be a public star party for the Medina 

County Park District at Letha House. 

Vice President’s Report: Programs are scheduled 

for the rest of the year. Speaker at our August 10 

meeting will be Jay Reynolds 

Observatory Director’s Report: Observatory 

instruction will be provided at the upcoming 

convention. 

 

Old Business: none 

New Business: none. 

Observations: Members shared their observations, 

after which Bill Murmann brought the meeting to a 

close. 

 

Steve Gallant 

Secretary
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 Treasurer’s Report 

CAA Financial Report 15-Jul 

Beginning Bank Bal. 6,295.16 

Beginning Petty Cash 459.42 

Total Beginning Cash 6,754.58 

  

Income - Bank  

Memberships 30.00 

Interest 0.06 

Cash Transfer 678.50 

  

Income - Petty Cash  

Donations 504.63 

Membership 30.00 

  

Expenses - Bank  

CAA Newsletter & Copies 13.71 

Convention 195.81 

  

Expenses - Petty Cash  

Refreshments 15.00 

Misc. 25.00 

Cash Transfer 678.50 

  

Net Bank 6,794.20 

Net Petty Cash 275.55 

Net Cash 7,069.75 
 

Suzie Dills 

Treasurer 

Contacts 
President: 

Bill Murmann 440-572-0464

 murmann@sbcglobal.net 

Vice President: 

Tim Campbell 216-316-7829 

 camtimothy@aol.com 

Treasurer: 

Suzie Dills 440-670-1442

 suzieastro@yahoo.com 

Secretary: 

Steve Gallant 440-892-7934 

 sgallant@prodigy.net 

CAA Webmaster: 

Jim Guilford 440-877-0372

 guilford.james@gmail.com 

Members at Large: 

Dave Nuti (216) 502-1706

 working212@sbcglobal.net 

Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872

 jay52757@yahoo.com 

Bob Wiersma (440) 409-1468

 rrw28141@gmail.com 

Observatory Director: 

Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872

 jay52757@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor: 

Jeff Bryk 216-587-0945 

 jbryk@outlook.com 

mailto:sgallant@prodigy.net

