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2006 CAA Calendar - Summary 

1/9/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA General Membership 

Meeting – RRNC 

1/23/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA Board Meeting – 

Starbucks 

2/4/06  Sat 

8:00 p.m. 

CAA Presentation “Winter 

Sky Splendor:  The Top 10 

Winter Sky Targets” and 

Star Party – Letha House 

2/13/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA General Membership 

Meeting – RRNC 

2/27/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA Board Meeting – 

Starbucks 

3/13/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA General Membership 

Meeting – RRNC 

3/27/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA Board Meeting – 

Starbucks 

4/10/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA General Membership 

Meeting – RRNC 

4/24/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA Board Meeting – 

Starbucks 

5/6/06  Sat 

8:00 p.m. 

CAA Presentation “The 

Big Dipper:  Our Signpost 

in the Sky” and Star Party 

– Letha House 

5/8/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA General Membership 

Meeting – RRNC 

5/22/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA Board Meeting – 

Starbucks 

6/12/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA General Membership 

Meeting – RRNC 

6/26/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA Board Meeting – 

Starbucks 

7/10/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA General Membership 

Meeting – RRNC 

7/22/06  Sat CAA OTAA Convention 

7/24/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA Board Meeting – 

Starbucks 

8/14/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA General Membership 

Meeting – RRNC 

8/26/06  Sat CAA Presentation “The 

8:00 p.m. Summer Triangle:  Easy to 

Find Guide to the Milky 

Way” and Star Party – 

Letha House 

8/28/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA Board Meeting – 

Starbucks 

9/11/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA General Membership 

Meeting – RRNC 

9/25/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA Board Meeting – 

Starbucks 

10/9/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA General Membership 

Meeting – RRNC 

10/23/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA Board Meeting – 

Starbucks 

10/28/06  Sat 

8:00 p.m. 

CAA Presentation “Sky 

Treats:  Halloween Views 

of the Night Sky” and Star 

Party – Letha House 

11/13/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA General Membership 

Meeting – RRNC 

11/27/06  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA Board Meeting – 

Starbucks 

12/11/06  Mon CAA Christmas Party – 

Location TBD 

 No Board Meeting in 

December 

2006 CAA Calendar - Detail 

Monday, January 9 

CAA General Membership Meet-

ing at 7:30 p.m. in the Cleveland 

Metroparks Rocky River Nature Cen-

ter.  Our program this month will be 

“Equipment Night: Show and tell your 

Christmas Presents, Favorite Tele-

scope, Camera, Gadgets (home made 

or otherwise) and Photos.”  Do you 

have something to sell?  Bring that 

along too (someone might have some 

Christmas money burning a hole in 

their pocket).  Be ready to share in-

formation about your newest (or older) 

telescope or toy!  Contact Vice Presi-

dent Bruce Lane if you have any spe-

cial needs for your equipment. 

Monday, January 23 

CAA Board Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

at Starbucks Coffee Co.  Starbucks is 

located at 24950 Lorain Road, just 

west of Columbia Road in North Olm-

sted. 

Saturday, February 4 

CAA presentation and star party 

at 8:00 p.m. at the Letha House Warm 

Up Room and CAA Observatory.  

CAA President Lynn Laux will present  

“Winter Sky Splendor:  The Top 10 

Winter Sky Targets”.  Under a clear, 

crisp winter sky, there are many ob-

jects that can be enjoyed with your 

unaided eye, binoculars or a small 

telescope.  With so many targets to 

choose from, you will learn how to 

find the Top 10 deep space objects 

that can be seen in the evening hours 

of late February and early March.  The 

presentation will be put on snow, rain 

or shine.  Weather permitting, please 

bring your telescopes and binoculars 

for the public star party that will fol-

low the presentation. 
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CAA members that are planning 

on attending this event please call the 

Medina County Park District office at 

330-722-9364 by February 2nd to reg-

ister. 

Monday, February 13 

CAA General Membership Meet-

ing at 7:30 p.m. in the Cleveland 

Metroparks Rocky River Nature Cen-

ter.  Program to be announced.  We 

need a speaker for this month. Please 

contact Vice President Bruce Lane if 

you are interested in speaking. 

Monday, February 27 

CAA Board Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

at Starbucks Coffee Co.  Starbucks is 

located at 24950 Lorain Road, just 

west of Columbia Road in North Olm-

sted. 

Monday, March 13 

CAA General Membership Meet-

ing at 7:30 p.m. in the Cleveland 

Metroparks Rocky River Nature Cen-

ter.  Program to be announced.  We 

need a speaker for this month. Please 

contact Vice President Bruce Lane if 

you are interested in speaking. 

Monday, March 27 

CAA Board Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

at Starbucks Coffee Co.  Starbucks is 

located at 24950 Lorain Road, just 

west of Columbia Road in North Olm-

sted. 

Saturday, May 6 

CAA presentation and star party 

at 8:00 p.m. at the Letha House Warm 

Up Room and CAA Observatory.  The 

topic for this program is “The Big 

Dipper: Our Signpost in the Sky”.  

The most popular of the “unofficial” 

constellations, the Big Dipper makes 

an excellent signpost for learning the 

night sky.  Learn how to find double 

stars, bright galaxies, and star clusters 

with the Big Dipper as your starting 

point.  We need a speaker for this 

event.  Please contact Vice President 

Bruce Lane if you are interested. 

  CAA members that are planning 

on attending this event please call the 

Medina County Park District office at 

330-722-9364 by May 4th to register. 

Sky Events for January 2006 

Friday, January 13 

Venus is in inferior conjunction, 7 

p.m. EST. 

Sunday, January 15 

The Moon passes 4° north of Sat-

urn, 8 a.m. EST. 

Saturday, January 21 

The Moon passes 0.6° north of 

Spica, 5 p.m. EST. 

Monday, January 23 

The Moon passes 5° south of 

Jupiter, 3 p.m. EST. 

Wednesday, January 25 

The Moon passes 0.02° north of 

Antares, 7 a.m. EST. 

Thursday, January 26 

Mercury is in superior conjunc-

tion, 5 p.m. EST. 

Friday, January 27 

Saturn is at opposition, 6 p.m. 

EST. 

The Moon passes 12° south of 

Venus, 7 p.m. EST. 

Tuesday, January 31 

The Moon passes 1.7° south of 

Uranus, 7 a.m. EST. 

Sky Events for February 2006 

Sunday, February 5 

The Moon passes 2° north of 

Mars, 5 p.m. EST. 

Monday, February 6 

Neptune is in conjunction with the 

Sun, 1 a.m. EST. 

Saturday, February 11 

The Moon passes 4° north of Sat-

urn, 10 a.m. EST. 

Club News / Stories 

Treasurer’s Report          

December 2005 

 Beginning Petty Cash $99.93 

Beginning Bank Balance $6,618.83 

Starting Assets $109.90 

Total Beginning Assets $6,828.66 

  

Income  

Dues Membership $1125.00 

Sales (Handbook, Shirts) $75.00 

Xmas Dinners + Misc. $132.00 

Bank Interest $2.89 

Total Income $334.89 

  

Expenses  

CAA Web Site $20.95 

Christmas Party $532.48 

Refreshments $0.00 

Total Expenses $553.43 

  

Total Income - Expenses -$218.54 

  

Ending Petty Cash $57.93 

Ending Bank Balance $6,442.29 

Ending Assets (ObHdbk,T-Shirts) $109.90 

Total Ending Assets $6,610.12 
Observatory Fund Balance (liability) -$200.00 

 

Ted Sauppé, Treasurer 

Secretary’s Report         

December 2005 

General Membership Meeting 

Minutes 

1. There was no General Member-

ship meeting in December. 

 

Board Meeting Minutes 

1. There was no Board Meeting in 

December. 

 

Sam Mortaro, Secretary 
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2006 Membership Renewal 

Reminder 

This is just a reminder to anyone 

who has forgotten to pay their dues for 

2006.  If you haven’t already done so, 

please pay your 2006 CAA member-

ship dues to keep your membership 

active.  Thank you. 

2006 CAA Membership List 

Since The Observer is now posted 

in PDF format on our website, we will 

no longer be including the CAA 

Membership list with the newsletter.  

This will ensure that CAA member-

ship data will only be accessible to 

CAA members.  There are 3 ways to 

receive the membership list: 

 

1. Please send me an email 

(bruise@adelphia.net) requesting 

the 2006 CAA Membership list.  I 

will then send the membership list 

in PDF format in my reply to you. 

2. Please come to any membership 

meeting and request a paper copy 

from me. 

3. Please send me a letter requesting 

a copy and I will mail it to you.  

You can find my address at the 

end of the newsletter. 

 

If you have not yet paid your dues 

for 2006, your name will not appear 

on the list.  Please look it over and 

contact our Treasurer Ted Sauppé with 

any corrections, omissions, or ques-

tions. 

Jeff Lewis 

Editor, The Observer 

CAA Loaner Telescopes 

Club-Owned Telescope Availability 

Telescope Description, including mount, eye 

pieces, etc. 

Member Loaned To Loan Date Due Date 

 

6” f/8 German equatorial reflector with eye-

pieces 

Mike Madigan May 2004  

 

6” blue tube Dobsonian reflector with 30mm 

and 20mm Series 500 Plossl eyepieces 

Not Available – 

Erik Hall is making 

updates to this 

scope. 

  

Programs for 2006 

The new year is coming and we 

are looking for volunteers who are 

interested in giving presentations at 

the monthly general meetings, annual 

convention or Letha House Star Par-

ties.  This is your opportunity to share 

your enthusiasm, knowledge and ex-

perience in astronomy. 

Do you have ideas for topics you 

would be interested in learning more 

about?  Do you know of speakers or 

topics that you've heard at other events 

that you think might be good guest 

speakers or topics for our meetings?  

Do you have any suggestions for 

round table discussions? 

Please contact Vice President 

Bruce Lane if you would like to volun-

teer or have any ideas or suggestions. 

Looking Up                       

by Charles H. Grace 

Movement of 

Earth’s Magnetic Poles 

Dick (Pragmatist):   What do you 

know about the magnetic poles?  I 

know James Ross located the magnetic 

North Pole in 1831. 

Jane (Theoretician):   Yes.  Then 

his ship was stuck in the ice for four 

years.  Seventy three years later Roald 

Amundsen went up there and found 

that the pole had move about 30 miles. 

Dick:   I read that the North Pole, 

which is presently in Canada, appears 

to be migrating from Canada to Sibe-

ria.  It had been moving northward 

about six miles per year, but it speeded 

up to about 25 miles per year recently.  

It has moved 685 miles in the last 150 

years. 

Jane:   Larry Newitt of the Geo-

logical Survey of Canada flies up there 

periodically to keep track of its loca-

tion.  Amateur astronomers can com-

pare a careful magnetic compass read-

ing with the catalog position of the 

North Star, which isn’t quite true ce-

lestial north, and keep track of the 

pole’s movement over the years.  The 

south pole of the permanent magnet 

needle of a compass seeks the north.  

You know, Dick, opposites attract. 

Dick:   Uh huh.  They do, but it’s 

only temporary.  They don’t stay to-

gether. 

Jane:   They can stay together, 

provided both of them give up the 

Pygmalion project of trying to change 

the other so they match.   That would 

destroy the “opposites attraction,” 

Dick. 

Dick:   Really?  Hmmm.  Never 

thought of that! 

Jane:   Anyhow, an imaginary line 

between the magnetic North and South 

Poles is tilted about 11 degrees from 

the Earth’s axis of rotation, with the 

South Pole being four times as far 

away from that axis as the North Pole 

is. 

Dick:   To me, a diagram of the 

Earth’s magnetic field looks like the 

field of a permanent magnet, which of 

course is produced by coordinated 

directions of electron motions in iron 

atoms, but the Earth’s field may not be 

produced the same way. 

Jane:   It isn’t.  The temperature 

of iron in the core of the Earth is much 

greater than iron’s 1043 K Curie tem-

perature, at which atomic electrons 

start to move at random.  Rather, most 

scientists think the Earth’s magnetic 

field is created by a dynamo effect, 

that is, by electric currents in the out-

side of the molten iron core, which is 

rotating. 

Dick:   The core is very chaotic, 

and the theories of magnetohydrody-

namics are also dauntingly compli-

cated. 

Jane:   If the molten core acquires 

an electrical charge, say by friction 

between its liquid layers, the overall 

rotation of the core can carry those 

free charges around to produce a cur-

rent loop, which creates an electro-

magnetic field. 

Dick:   I do think scientists are 

pretty sure our magnetic field is con-

nected with the rotation of the Earth, 

because even though Venus has a simi-

lar iron core, it does not have any 

measurable magnetic field.  That’s 

probably because its rotation is just 

too slow.  It has a 243 Earth-day rota-

tion period. 

Jane:   Yes.  You know, some 

folks think our magnetic field is 

healthful.  In the time of the dinosaurs 
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the magnetic field was 80% stronger 

than now, which may account for the 

fact that only much smaller animals 

can exist on Earth now, the largest 

being elephants. 

Dick:   I think the magnetosphere, 

the magnetic field that surrounds the 

Earth, traps charged particles in areas 

called the Van Allen belts.  The mag-

netosphere also protects the Earth by 

deflecting the solar wind, which is a 

stream of ionized gases coming from 

the Sun. 

Jane:   Geophysicists piece to-

gether the magnetic history of Earth by 

studying the permanent magnetism of 

ancient rocks.  In Hawaii there are 

layers of iron-rich lava rocks that have 

retained their original magnetism from 

when they cooled and solidified.  Car-

bon dating shows how old each rock 

is.  The rocks’ magnetic fields are of 

various strengths and they point in 

various directions, all of which goes in 

the data book. 

Dick:   Yeah, and from this his-

tory, reversals of magnetic polarity 

have been found to have occurred 

about 171 times in the last 71 million 

years, and very irregularly.  After a 

reversal, the North Pole appears in the 

South and vice versa.  That happens 

on average about 250,000 years apart, 

although the most recent reversal was 

more that twice that long ago, and it 

could be millions of years.  The next 

one is expected by about 3000 – 4000 

AD.  A reversal takes several thousand 

years to complete.  Incidentally, I 

know the Sun reverses its magnetic 

field every 11 years, when the sunspot 

cycle is at a maximum, which will be 

in 2012. 

Jane:   Just before a reversal, 

Earth’s magnetic field strength has 

usually become very weak.  If that 

happens next time, the magnetosphere 

might fail to protect the Earth from 

excessive solar radiation, resulting in a 

lot of cancer.  Migrating birds might 

lose their sense of direction, and it’s 

conceivable that cosmic rays might 

even kill most creatures on the Earth. 

Dick:   People who predict an 

early end of the world tend to focus on 

that kind of information. 

Jane:   More conventional scien-

tists think a reduced magnetic field 

would not be that bad, because our 

magnetic field probably wouldn’t van-

ish completely.  It might just get more 

tangled, such as by having extra poles, 

like a North Pole that pops up in India 

or a South Pole in the Pacific Ocean.  

According to this theory we’d still be 

protected from the Sun by the magne-

tosphere. 

Dick:   I sure hope they’re right, 

and that you’re right about the Pygma-

lion project, Jane. 

AmSky Website 

Below is some information I re-

ceived from a new website that may be 

of interest to CAA members. 

• The on-line mega-magazine for 

amateur astronomy. 

• www.amsky.com 

AmSky Magazine links directly to 

astronomy club newsletter articles that 

are of general interest to amateur as-

tronomers. This is an important re-

source of information on amateur as-

tronomy and AmSky is the only cen-

tral location to find these articles. 

Clear Skies. 

Bob DuHamel 

admin@amsky.com 

Tripping the Dark Fantas-

tic:  A Visit to the Dark 

Skies of Arizona                

by Lynn M. Laux 

Gray skies got you down? Does 

the Clear Sky Clock for the CAA ob-

servatory indicate another night of 

snow/rain/sleet or more clouds?  Did 

you get a new telescope and/or imag-

ing equipment for Christmas but 

Cleveland winter weather prevents you 

from using it?  Then I highly recom-

mend a trip to the dark skies of Ari-

zona!  And not just any old place in 

Arizona . . . but to the southern part of 

the state near Tucson; after all, Jack 

Newton must have it right, since he 

established an amateur astronomy site 

near Portal, Arizona (about 150 miles 

SE of Tucson). 

 
During the 2005 winter break, my 

partner Ray Paul and I once again 

packed up our imaging equipment and 

sought the dark skies of Arizona. Last 

year we paid a visit to SE Arizona, 

visiting Tucson, Benson, and Ajo. 

Some of you may recall Ray’s presen-

tation about the telescopes on Kitt 

Peak at the CAA convention. This 

year, we revisited The Skywatcher’s 

Inn/Vega-Bray Observatory located 

just outside Benson, Arizona.  Addi-

tionally, my winter break coincided 

with the dark of the moon (last year we 

went during full moon—I haven’t yet 

convinced school officials that our 

winter break should ALWAYS occur 

at the dark of the moon!).  The Sky-

watcher’s Inn is a Bed and Breakfast 

located adjacent to the Vega-Bray 

Observatory.  Situated near Benson, it 

is approximately 45 miles SE of Tuc-

son, Arizona.  The Inn/Observatory 

sits on a small hill in the middle of 

the historical San Pedro River val-

ley.  From the patio visitors are treated 

to a 360 degree view of the surround-

ing area. 
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The Inn itself offers several room 

options: the Egyptian Room (sumptu-

ous), the Galaxy Room (equipped with 

its own ‘planetarium’), the Garden 

Room (elegant and bright), and the 

Astronomer’s Suite (glow-in-the-dark 

constellations on the ceiling).  Rates 

range from $129 - $85 per night.  In 

2004 we stayed in the Garden Room 

which was large with a huge bath-

room; this year we stayed in the As-

tronomer’s Suite.  The suite was rather 

small for two people—the owners 

could probably remove the couch and 

corner knick-knack shelf and add a 

small dresser or chest-on-chest for 

more storage.  However, since we only 

used the room to sleep in, it wasn’t too 

bad, but you should really like the 

person you are with as space is tight!! 

 
The inn itself is quite spacious: as 

you enter, the living room overlooks 

the East-Southeast and boasts a gas 

fireplace, comfortable chairs, and lots 

of reading material on everything from 

Native Americans to Birds to Science 

Fiction.  There is an elegant dining 

room where the inn Hostess meets and 

greets guests, and could probably be 

used to host dinners.  Moving further 

into the Inn brings you to the spacious 

Astronomy room which has two 

computers, slide projectors, displays, 

astronomy books, and many other arti-

facts.  Local astronomers give classes 

to the guests in this area.  A spacious 

guest kitchen with modern conven-

iences is available to prepare your own 

dinners. The back of the Inn has a 

great room with a huge flat screen 

TV, comfortable couches, and blan-

kets.  Guests can watch tapes, DVDs, 

or satellite TV, or listen to music (CD 

or satellite).  Coffee, hot water for tea 

or hot chocolate, and homemade pas-

try is left here for the guests at night. 

 
 

 
Breakfast is prepared in a huge 

kitchen and served on a glassed-in 

porch with a view of Benson and the 

surrounding countryside.  A large bird 

feeder attracts Gila Woodpeckers, 

Gambel’s Quail, Cassin’s finches, 

Black-chinned sparrows, Winter 

wrens, rufous-headed towhees, Gray 

Flycatchers , and Pyrrhuloxias.  Last 

year we even saw a Great Roadrunner!  

The food is wonderful and prepared 

with each guest’s preferences in mind; 

the hostess asks for these when you 

check in (allergies, special dietary 

requirements, vegetarian, foods you 

absolutely won’t eat).  Lunch and din-

ner are not served, however the host-

ess can direct you to several local es-

tablishments. 

 
 

 
Evenings are the best times, 

though!  Guests can rent one of many 

telescopes available at the Observa-

tory.  Ray and I rented the 12" f10 

Meade LX200 Classic located in a 

separate 10 foot dome. The scope is 

mounted on a pier and is polar-

aligned on a wedge.  An astronomer 

who works closely with other pro-

grams comes out to “train” you on the 

use of the dome and scope, and then 

you are on your own.  Since we had 

used the same scope last year, we ba-

sically were given a quick tutorial and 

then we were off and running. 

 
 

 
I brought along my Canon Digital 

Rebel XT, Stiletto Focuser, Meade 

focal reducer and flip mirror, all nec-

essary cables, batteries, chargers, and 

my laptop.  I put all the equipment in a 

backpack which I carried on the 

flight…surprisingly airport security 

did not wave me off to the side for a 

full body search (they’ve seen this 

stuff before, perhaps?)  On our first 

night in the dome we piggybacked the 

camera on the telescope to get some 

wide field shots. 
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The evening temperature was a 

comfortable 42 degrees.  The winter 

Milky Way stretches from horizon to 

horizon and plainly glows!!  I had 

never seen the winter Milky Way like 

this and it was just breathtaking!  It 

sure beat anything we see out East.  

Ray and I took periodic breaks to step 

outside the dome to gaze in awe at 

how brilliant the sky was.  We spent 

the bulk of the evening taking shots of 

the sky and looking through the eye-

piece at many deep sky objects:  M1—

the Crab Nebula was very bright and 

filled the eyepiece (just like it says in 

all the field guides!);  the Christmas 

Tree Nebula (NGC 2264) along with 

the Cone and Fox Fur Nebulas were 

impressive; Hubble’s Variable Nebula 

was vivid; M78 was easily visible; the 

Rosette Nebula was amazing.   The 

photo that I included shows Betel-

geuse, the Rosette Nebula and the 

Christmas Tree Cluster.  I tried to keep 

track of all the deep sky objects we 

viewed but it proved daunting.  At 

about 11 pm we decided to call it a 

night. 

 
The second evening looked to be 

even better.  Once more, the tempera-

tures dropped from a daytime high of 

75 degrees to the low forties.  Again, 

skies looked great.  Our plan was for 

Ray to run the telescope and I would 

operate the camera at prime focus us-

ing Images Plus from my laptop.  Ear-

lier in the day, we outlined the objects 

we would “go for” that evening. 

 
We took our time setting up, 

opening the dome to allow the scope 

to cool down before imaging.  Ray 

then attached the  Stiletto focuser to 

the telescope and began the laborious 

job of achieving focus with the Ronchi 

screen.  (There is a Hartmann mask 

supplied with the scope, but it is the 

two-hole type, and in our opinion, 

harder to gain focus with than the three 

triangle type we are more familiar 

with.  We decided not to use it in favor 

of the Stiletto focuser, but if a guest 

did not have their own focusing 

equipment then it might prove useful.)  

It took us about an hour to get every-

thing working to our satisfaction, and 

then I began imaging.  We concen-

trated on M1, M42, M31, NGC 2264, 

the California Nebula, and finally 

M96.  Here are unretouched thumb-

nails of some of the images: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

I am still working on final proc-

essing of all of my images 

On the third night conditions were 

superb!  The Inn/Observatory had 

many observing programs running.  

Two grad students from the University 

of Arizona were doing CCD imaging 

using the 20” Maksutov and Finger 

Lakes Dream Machine in the other 

dome, while in the roll-off observatory 

two instructors were conducting sky 

tours for guests.  Ray and I again 

headed out to the dome to do more 

prime focus imaging.  During this ses-

sion we knew exactly how to get the 

scope and camera working optimally.   

We imaged M31, M33, and M81.  We 

also took the time to enjoy many other 

objects such at the Beehive Cluster, 

Saturn, the Double Cluster, M35, the 

Pleiades, Mars, M82, and again, naked 

eye views of the Milky Way. 
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We stayed out until 2:30 AM 

(that’s 4:30 AM Cleveland time), and 

dropped into our beds satisfied we had 

gotten as much done as we possibly 

could!! 

Swap Corner 

For Sale:  Set of Sky and Tele-

scope magazines, Nov 1976 through 

Dec 2000.  There may be one or two 

missing issues.  Asking price for the 

complete set is $75.  If interested, 

please contact Bob Wiersma at 440-

779-5852, or see him at our monthly 

meeting. 

For Sale: 

1. 8" Skywatcher Dobsonian reflec-

tor f/6 in good condition.  In-

cludes end cap, 9X50mm finder, 2 

inch to 1.25 inch adapter, and 

20mm plossl eyepiece.  This is an 

excellent starter scope providing 

decent aperture. Asking $200.00 

2. Homemade 4.5" reflector on dob 

mount. Scope has a serviceable 

helical (threaded) focuser.  This is 

a good portable scope kids can 

have some fun with.  Asking 

$50.00 

3. I am putting up my prized barn 

door mount for sale.  The 

barndoor head rests on a solid 

homemade wooden azimuth tri-

pod adaptable to other uses.  In-

cludes electronics, gunsight 

finder, but not camera mount 

(used this in another project but 

easily found at camera store).  

The barndoor uses 1/4-20 

threaded bolt as a worm gear. 

Runs forward, reverse, and slews. 

This is the same one I presented 

in a talk with astro pix at the CAA 

meeting a few years back. Asking 

$75.00 

4. CG-5 equatorial mount.  The head 

received the recommended re-

greasing. The mount has dual 

drives, hand controls, digital set-

ting circles, dovetail mount, and 

counterweights.  Those cheap 

aluminum legs have been up-

graded with oak.  This mount is 

rock solid and has supported both 

a celestron 9.5" SCT and 150mm 

refractor without difficulty.  Ask-

ing $300.00 

For items # 1 – 4 above:  Let me 

know if you want to see this stuff in 

person.  If interested, please contact 

Lon Dittrick at 236-6239. 

Upcoming Astronomical Events 

Other OTAA Events 

Saturday, May 27, 2006:  MVAS 

will conduct the “Scenic Vista Star-

gaze” at Scenic Vista Park, near Lis-

bon, OH.  This is the MVAS dark sky 

site.  All OTAA clubs are invited to 

observe with us that night.  There will 

be no registration fees, no raffles, no 

lectures, no pot luck dinners.  This 

event will be a public viewing event as 

well, but after 15 years of experience, 

it is likely they will all be gone by 12 

midnight.  Primitive tent camping is 

allowed but no campfires.  MVAS is 

working on tentative day activities 

starting around noon that day (Satur-

day May 27) which could include solar 

observing, model plane flying or other 

activities.  The idea behind this event 

is to invite the OTAA to the MVAS 

dark sky site.  It’s a great site for those 

big "light buckets".  Many of our as-

tro-imagers head there to do their 

work.  The sky can be as good as 5.5 

to 6.0 magnitude on the best of nights.   

There is a pavilion with picnic tables 

and AC outlets—it’s an ideal spot for 

breaks and snacks.  There will be port-

a-let  restroom(s) on site.  The park 

has at least 10 acres of cleared area for 

telescopes.  We hope that many 

OTAA observers will come to enjoy a 

night under dark Ohio skies. 

Saturday, August 26, 2006:  Ma-

honing Valley Astronomical Society 

OTAA convention at MVCO. 

Schuele Planetarium Star 

Parties 

On the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of 

every month (year round) there are 

Schuele Planetarium star parties start-

ing at 8:15 p.m. following the 7 p.m. 

Planetarium shows (weather permit-

ting).  CAA members are welcome to 

bring their scopes to help out at the 

star parties in the field across the street 

from the Schuele Planetarium.  Any 

CAA members who could help out 

would be greatly appreciated by Jay 

Reynolds and the Lake Erie Nature 

and Science Center.  All programs 

include the most recent news from our 

explorations of Mars, Saturn & Hub-

ble Space Telescope. 

Other News / Stories 

Spitzer Spots Stellar 

Snowflake on the 'Christ-

mas Tree Cluster' 

Written by Linda Vu, Spitzer Sci-

ence Center 

December 22, 2005 

The "Christmas Tree Cluster" has 

been seen sporting a shiny new deco-

ration: an ornament made of newborn 

stars! But like a gift-wrapped package, 

these newborn stars are hiding behind 

thick branches of cosmic dust, only 

revealed in this spectacular new image 

from NASA's Spitzer Space Tele-

scope. Astronomers say this stellar 

ornament represents the best labora-

tory to date for studying the physics of 

star formation. 
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The newly revealed infant stars 

appear as pink and red specks toward 

the center of the image. The stars ap-

pear to have formed in regularly 

spaced intervals along linear structures 

in a configuration that resembles the 

spokes of a wheel or the pattern of a 

snowflake. Hence, astronomers have 

nicknamed their new discovery the 

"Snowflake Cluster." 

But like all snowflakes, this one 

won't last forever. Since the stars trace 

the straight line pattern of spokes of a 

wheel, scientists believe that these are 

very young protostars, or newborn 

stars. At a mere 100,000 years old, 

these infant structures have yet to 

"crawl" away from their location of 

birth. Over time, the natural drifting 

motions of each star will break this 

order, and the snowflake design will 

be no more. 

According to the discovery's lead 

author Paula Teixeira, a PhD student 

working at the Harvard-Smithsonian 

Center for Astrophysics, star-forming 

clouds like this one are dynamic and 

evolving structures. She suspects that 

at a certain stage of their evolution, 

chaotic internal motions in the clouds 

cause strands of dusty filaments, or 

fragments, to form. As the filaments 

cool, gas and dust inside the strands 

clump and fragment further, eventually 

creating a line of evenly spaced proto-

stars. The average distance separating 

the baby stars is determined by the 

temperature and the density of the 

filaments. 

While most of the visible-light 

stars that give the Christmas Tree 

Cluster its name and triangular shape 

do not shine brightly in Spitzer's infra-

red eyes, all of the stars forming from 

this dusty cloud are considered part of 

the cluster. 

Like a dusty cosmic finger point-

ing up to the newborn clusters, Spitzer 

also illuminates the optically dark and 

dense Cone Nebula, the tip of which 

can be seen towards the bottom left 

corner of the image. Meanwhile, the 

wisps of green indicate the presence of 

organic molecules mixed in with dust, 

which have been illuminated by 

nearby star formation. 

The larger yellowish dots 

neighboring the baby red stars in the 

Snowflake Cluster are massive stellar 

infants forming from the same cloud. 

The blue dots sprinkled across the 

image represent older Milky Way stars 

at various distances along this line of 

sight. 

 

Note From The Desk of 

The Editor  

I am always looking for articles 

for The Observer.  If there are any 

aspiring authors out there who want to 

contribute an article, share a story or 

observation, etc. please do so, and I 

will include it in the next issue.  Also, 

if you have any items for sale, or if 

you are looking for any items, send 

these in and I will include them in the 

Swap Corner.  Remember, this is your 

newsletter, and participation from the 

general membership can only make the 

newsletter better.  Thanks to all who 

have taken the time to send in articles.  

Please send articles, items for sale, 

items wanted, suggestions, and/or  

comments to: 

Jeff Lewis 

6147 Sandpiper Lane 

North Olmsted, OH 44070 

Or you can send them via e-mail 

to bruise@adelphia.net.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


