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2009 CAA Calendar - Summary 

9/12/09  Sat 

8:00 p.m. 

CAA Observatory Open 

House/Star Party –     

Letha House 

9/14/09  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA General Membership 

Meeting – RRNC 

9/18/09 Fri 

Weekend 

RAS Hidden Hollow 2009 

Warren Rupp Observatory 

9/19/09  Sat 

4 p.m. 

BRAS OTAA Convention 

– Birmingham 

 10/12/09  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA General Membership 

Meeting – RRNC 

10/19/09  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA 4th Quarter Board 

Meeting – Starbucks 

11/9/09  Mon 

7:30 p.m. 

CAA General Membership 

Meeting – RRNC 

12/14/09  Mon CAA Christmas Party 

2009 CAA Calendar - Detail 

Saturday, September 12 

CAA Observatory Open House / 

Star Party at Letha House park from 

8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.  There is no 

formal talk or presentation for this 

event. 

CAA members that are planning 

on attending this event please call the 

Medina County Park District offices 

directly at 330-722-9364 to register. 

Monday, September 14 

CAA General Membership Meet-

ing at 7:30 p.m. in the Cleveland 

Metroparks Rocky River Nature Cen-

ter.  This month our speaker will be  

Dr. Matt Melis from NASA.  Dr. 

Melis will be giving a talk on the 
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Challenger disaster. It will focus not 

only on the event itself, but also the 

"behind the scenes" of what went on. 

Friday, September 18 

RAS Hidden Hollow 2009 at the 

Warren Rupp Observatory.  See de-

tails under Upcoming Astronomical 

Events – OTAA Events. 

Saturday, September 19 

BRAS OTAA Convention.  See 

details under Upcoming Astronomical 

Events – OTAA Events. 

Monday, October 12 

CAA General Membership Meet-

ing at 7:30 p.m. in the Cleveland 

Metroparks Rocky River Nature Cen-

ter.  Program to be announced. 

Monday, October 19 

CAA 4th Quarter Board Meeting 

at 7:30 p.m. at Starbucks Coffee Co.  

Starbucks is located at 24950 Lorain 

Road, just west of Columbia Road in 

North Olmsted. 

Monday, November 9 

CAA General Membership Meet-

ing at 7:30 p.m. in the Cleveland 

Metroparks Rocky River Nature Cen-

ter.  Program to be announced. 

 

Sky Events for September 2009 

Wednesday, September 16 

The Moon passes 3° south of Ve-

nus, 2 p.m. EDT. 

Thursday, September 17 

Uranus is at opposition, 6 a.m. 

EDT. 

Sunday, September 20 

Venus passes 0.5° north of 

Regulus, 6 a.m. EDT. 

Monday, September 21 

Asteroid Juno is at opposition, 4 

a.m. EDT. 

Thursday, September 24 

The Moon passes 0.8° north of 

Antares, 2 a.m. EDT. 

Tuesday, September 29 

The Moon passes 3° north of 

Jupiter, 8 p.m. EDT. 

Wednesday, September 30 

The Moon passes 3° north of 

Neptune, 9 a.m. EDT. 

Sky Events for October 2009 

Friday, October 2 

The Moon passes 6° north of 

Uranus, 10 p.m. EDT. 

Monday, October 5 

Mars passes 6° south of Pollux, 6 

p.m. EDT. 

Mercury is at greatest western 

elongation (18°), 10 p.m. EDT. 

Thursday, October 8 

Mercury passes 0.3° south of Sat-

urn, 5 a.m. EDT. 

Sunday, October 11 

The Moon passes 1.2° south of 

Mars, 9 p.m. EDT. 

Club News / Stories 

Treasurer’s Report           

August 2009 

Beginning Petty Cash $57.20 

Beginning Bank Balance $3,466.77 

Starting Assets $32.90 

Total Beginning Assets $3,556.87 

  

Income  

Coffee Donations $18.52 

Bank Interest $0.44 

Total Income $18.96 

  

Expenses  

CAA Web Site $20.95 

Refreshments $14.38 

Total Expenses $35.33 

  

Total Income - Expenses ($16.37) 

  

Ending Petty Cash $61.34 

Ending Bank Balance $3,446.26 

Ending Assets $32.90 

Total Ending Assets $3,540.50 

 

Ted Sauppé, CAA Treasurer 

Secretary’s Report         

August 2009 

General Membership 

Meeting Minutes 

8/10/2009 7:30 p.m. at RRNC 

 

The meeting was called to order 

by President Jim Cofer at 7:42 PM. 

Announcements 

• Jim reminded the membership we 

have one obligation left for a star 

party for the Medina Parks. Other 

than that we have no obligations 

for the rest of the year except for 

the Christmas party. Jim said he 

would talk to Jay Reynolds about 

using the Science and Nature cen-

ter again this year. 

• Secretary Bob Paddock reported 

there were no corrections to the 

minutes as published in the Ob-

server. 

• Treasurer Ted Sauppe reported 

there were no corrections to the 

treasurer’s report as published in 

the Observer. 

Old Business 

• None 

New Business 

• Jim talked about our obligation to 

the Medina Parks 2010. We have 

to provide four star parties for the 

general public. He suggested that 

next year we concentrate on ob-

servations of the moon instead of 

nebula. He noted that the general 

public will only have about 30 

seconds to look through the tele-

scope and are not trained to see 

these fainter objects.  Something 

like the moon might be more in-

teresting that they would be able 

to see in that short period of time. 

He said that the board would have 

to take this up at the next board 

meeting and pick dates with a new 
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quarter-moon. In past years we 

have tried to pick the same week-

end of the month for the star par-

ties. Next year we should try for 

dates when we would have better 

moon observations. Carl Kelly 

also added that the star party he 

did recently, where he had some 

Cub Scouts, they found Jupiter 

and Saturn very interesting. 

Observations 

• A member reported watching a 

meteor the previous night that was 

very bright but seemed to be mov-

ing quite slowly for a meteor. 

• Bill Murmann attempted, without 

success, on July 21st to see the 

black spot on Jupiter. He tried 

again on July 31st , again without 

success. However, at 12:15 AM 

he saw what is called the Jewel 

Handle on the moon, and he ex-

plained what causes it. Bill was at 

Baldwin Wallace on August 2nd 

and with a 13 inch scope there 

saw a range of mountains on the 

moon that he had never seen be-

fore. He was going to try at home, 

but he doubted he could see it 

with a smaller scope. 

• Carl Kelly said that on Saturday 

night while observing Jupiter he 

saw one of the moons passing in 

front of the planet and the shadow 

it cast on the surface. 

• John Nichols observed the on 

Ream Nebula on August 6th and 

on August 9th he observed Vega 

and Jupiter. 

• Lynn said she saw the space shut-

tle again as it was catching up 

with the space station. 

 

Jim reminded the group that next 

month’s speaker will be Matt Mellis 

from NASA speaking about the Co-

lumbia disaster. He encouraged every-

body to attend and to encourage as 

many friends as possible to do so as 

well. It was suggested an announce-

ment be placed in the newsletter to 

alert members who don't normally 

attend. 

Steve Gallant gave an interesting 

presentation about astronomy soft-

ware, most of which is available at no 

charge. 

The meeting adjourned around 9 

PM. 

 

Submitted by 

Bob Paddock, Secretary 

 

Board Meeting Minutes 

 

The next board meeting is Mon-

day, October 19, 2009. 

CAA Loaner Telescopes 

Club-Owned Telescope Availability 

Telescope Description, including mount, eye 

pieces, etc. 

Member Loaned To Loan Date Due Date 

 

6” f/8 German equatorial reflector with eye-

pieces 

Available   

 

10” Meade Starfinder Dobsonian 

Available   

 

6” blue tube Dobsonian reflector with 30mm 

and 20mm Series 500 Plossl eyepieces 

Not Available – 

Erik Hall needs to 

install a new focuser 

on this scope. 

  

Letha House Update 

Jim Cofer received this from 

Shelly of the Medina County Park 

Disctrict: 

I just wanted to give you an up-

date on the Letha House renovations, 

at least what I know. The inside reno-

vations have or will be starting within 

the week. This means that the building 

will be off limits for awhile. We will 

be putting a port-a-pot out there for 

your use during this time. It should be 

there by Friday. Members are still 

welcome to use the site and observa-

tory for stargazing, just keep in mind 

things might be a bit of a mess while 

they are working on the building. This 

applies to the Sept. 12 open house as 

well.  We appreciate your patience 

while this process is being completed. 

Once it is, we will have a great place 

for the members to showcase the ob-

servatory and your extensive knowl-

edge about the sky!! 

Looking Up                                   

by Charles H. Grace 

Higgs Boson 

The Higgs boson is going to be in 

the news a lot for the next year or two, 

partly because of intense competition 

between two physics laboratories to 

verify that this particle exists.   Scien-

tists at the Large Hadron Collider at 

CERN laboratory on the Swiss-French 

border and at the Fermilab Tevatron 

Acelerator near Chicago are striving to 

detect Higgs bosons.  So far there is no 

direct experimental evidence, although 

people have searched for over a dec-

ade. 

What is a Higgs boson, and what 

does it have to do with astronomy?  

Subatomic particles such as electrons, 

protons and neutrons may have re-

ceived their mass from Higgs bosons 

in the first few trillions of a second of 

the Big Bang.  Theory says the transfer 

occurred by a process dubbed the 

“Higgs mechanism,” but particle 

physicists are a skeptical lot; they want 

evidence. 

Writers have nicknamed the Higgs 

boson the God Particle because it may 

have created the whole mass-energy 

universe we now have.  Higgs is the 

only particle of the “Standard Model” 

(the textbook theory of quantum phys-

ics) that hasn’t been detected yet. 

The Standard Model is a possibly 

incomplete theoretical framework for 

describing the origin of the universe, 

the processes in the interior of the Sun, 

or the interactions of elementary parti-

cles.  If a Higgs boson is found it will 

increase the credibility of the Standard 

Model, which unifies electromagnet-

ism, the strong force, and the weak 

force.  That includes everything except 

gravity, so it is a theory of almost eve-

rything. 

The Higgs boson is the fundamen-

tal particle of the Higgs “field,” which 

is a hypothetical quantum field that 

fills the universe and gives subatomic 

particles their mass.  (All the fields 

have a particle associated with them 

because of field-particle duality.) 

Peter Ware Higgs is a Scottish 

physicist born in 1929 who, among 

others, theorized in 1964 that there 

must be such a boson.  Higgs recently 

asked his doctor to try to keep him 

alive until the theory is verified.  

Higgs bosons are expected to be veri-

fied by high-speed collisions between 
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protons and protons, or by collisions 

between protons and anti-protons. 

A mountain of data is produced 

when two such particles smash to-

gether at high speed.   The two teams 

at the Fermilab, i.e., DZero and CDF 

(Collision Detector at Fermilab), re-

cently combined their data to improve 

their chances of detecting a Higgs sig-

nal.  The Fermilab accelerator is about 

5 miles in circumference.  A Higgs 

boson resulting from a collision would 

be so short-lived that the researchers 

have to look for the particles that it 

decays into.  It might decay to two 

quarks or two leptons.  Electrons, pro-

tons, and neutrons have leptons, 

quarks and bosons. 

The CERN Lab’s accelerator, 

funded by 60 nations including the 

USA, is an underground tunnel 17 

miles in circumference that cost $6 

billion to build.  It is presently being 

repaired after a 2008 accident.  CERN 

has two teams, ATLAS and CMS, 

working with their two largest particle 

detectors. A collision of two particles 

there might produce two photons. 

Competition will expedite the 

search projects.  It is an exciting race, 

in which all humankind will be the 

winners if it gives us a better under-

standing of our cosmos. 

References: 

• “Dictionary of Astronomy.”  

Daintith & Gould.  Facts on File, 

Inc., N.Y. 

• “A Higgs Boson without the 

Mess.”  Physical Review.  24 

June, 2009. 

• “Higgs Boson: A Ghost in the 

Machine.”  TIME.  9 April, 2008. 

• “Closing in on the Higgs Boson.”  

Discover Magazine.  3 Oct, 2009. 

• “The Higgs Boson.”  Origins, 

CERN. Ideas.  2009 

• “Higgs Boson: Glimpses of the 

God Particle.”  New Scientist. 

Physics & Math.  2 March, 2007. 

• “Narrowing in on the Higgs 

Boson.”  Ars Technica.  March, 

2009. 

Space Stuff – Dew Means 

Don’t                                  

by Matt Franduto 

I have a friend whose family has 

31 acres on the top of a hill in Polk, 

Pennsylvania.  This is in western 

Pennsylvania on the edge of the Al-

leghany National Forest, about a two 

hour drive.  He’s been trying to get me 

to go for a few years, bragging about 

how many stars that can be seen in the 

night sky. 

With some extra time off from 

work (they call it furlough days) this 

year, we arranged a weekend in Au-

gust and headed east.  The forecast 

was for clear skies all weekend and the 

moon wasn’t scheduled to come up 

until 1:00 am. 

Loaded into the SUV was the big 

telescope (8” LX90), some binoculars, 

laser pointer, star charts, and a Sony 

Alpha A100 camera (in hopes of cap-

turing star trails).  I (we) hoped to do 

some serious observing, astrophot-

ography, and, of course, a long expo-

sure star trails image.  In July, I went 

to Marblehead and took a ½ hour star 

trails exposure that was good but still 

had too much ambient light. 

My friend’s place is amazing for 

star gazing.  On the edge of the forest, 

it’s very wooded with a trailer on the 

property.  The trailer does have elec-

tricity, running well water, and, be-

lieve it or not, satellite TV.  It’s a good 

5 to 10 minute ride up the mountain to 

the trailer.  A natural large clearing 

several hundred yards from the trailer 

provides an optimum area for star gaz-

ing. 

We scouted the location then went 

to the “local” restaurant to layout our 

observing plans.  While sitting on the 

patio during dinner, the sun was set-

ting and it looked to be a great night 

for observing.  We finished dinner and 

headed up the hillside. 

Even though the Milky Way was 

clearly visible as a long cloud running 

across the sky, I took a few test expo-

sures of Cygnus, Sagitta, Delphinus, 

and the entire region to test the clarity.  

The short exposures looked great and 

we were ready, at 11:00 pm, to begin 

in earnest with a ½ hour star trails im-

age.  We set the camera, opened the 

shutter, and sat back to enjoy the sky. 

Twenty minutes into the shot we 

noticed that the star charts seemed to 

feel a little slippery.  That’s when we 

realized that we had issues…… 

Dew is water in the form of drop-

lets.  As exposed surface cools by ra-

diating its heat, atmospheric moisture 

condenses at a rate greater than that at 

which it can evaporate, resulting in, 

well, WATER EVERYWHERE!!!  

Because dew is related to temperature 

surfaces, in summer, it is formed most 

easily on surfaces which are not 

warmed by conducted heat from deep 

ground sources SUCH AS GRASS!!! 

We couldn’t leave our binoculars 

open for more than a few minutes.  As 

for the scope, it was useless as well.  

By the time we finished the alignment, 

we couldn’t see a thing.  Of course, 

exposures of any length were garbage. 

We plan to head back in October, 

but one thing I did learn…Cleveland 

might have clouds but a clear sky can 

still be ruined by dew! 

Swap Corner 

No items. 

Upcoming Astronomical Events 

Other OTAA Events 

Saturday, September 19, 2009:  

Black River Astronomical Society 

OTAA convention at Birmingham 

Methodist Church Hall, Birmingham, 

Ohio.  Doors open at 4:30 pm.  Dinner 

at 5:30 p.m.  Bring a dish to share.  

Door Prizes at 6:30 p.m.  Dark Sky 

Star Party:  Dusk, weather permitting. 

More details at 

http://www.blackriveras-

tro.org/OTAAFlyer.htm.  See  map on 

next page. 

Friday, September 18, 2009 – 

Sunday , September 20, 2009.  Rich-

land Astronomical Society Hidden 

Hollow 2009 at Warren Rupp Obser-

vatory, near Mansfield, Ohio. 

While it's unfortunate that the 

only date we could get the camp-

ground was also during Black Forest, 

we'd still like to cordially invite your 

membership to join us!  We're giving 

great discount rates when you have 
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several members attend, and unlike 

other star parties - the only thing that 

rain stops is just the observing.  The 

party goes right on in all of our shel-

tered buildings!  (And don't forget we 

offer cabins, hot showers and modern 

restrooms, too.) 

We have a great line-up of guest 

speakers this year, and two of our most 

featured guests are Brent Archinal 

from the Lunar Reconnaissance Or-

biter Mission and Warren Keller who 

will be presenting his workshop and 

talk on Imaging Processing for Astro-

photography.  You won't want to miss 

our other guest speakers as well...  

We've got dark sky advocate and lunar 

feature discoverer, Ed Murray...  Dave 

"the Meteorite Man" Holden, the in-

ventor of the Jones-Herschelian tele-

scope, Ed Jones and a very unusual 

historic presentation by author Tammy 

Plotner.  What's more, you can test 

your knowledge and win raffle tickets 

playing AstroBowl, take part in ATM 

and Astrophotography contests, make 

a solar filter for your telescope, or sit 

down with Warren and learn how to 

process your astrophotos with Adobe. 

Prizes?  You bet.  We keep one of 

the finest arrays of prizes you'll find 

anywhere.  Vendors?  We have a few - 

but we're unique.  Why not check out 

our Silent Auction or take part in the 

Swap Meet?  Enjoy our out of this 

world Meteorite Display or just relax 

in the Planetarium for show!  We'll 

have a food vendor and so much to do 

that you won't have time to get bored...  

This is one star party you'll appreciate! 

Be sure to check out our website 

for rates.  Unlike others, we under-

stand that not everyone can afford to 

attend a full weekend and we're even 

offering special rates for non-profit 

organizations, too.  Our goal is simple 

- we just want to break even and we 

want you to have fun! 

See 

http://www.wro.org/hiddenhollowinfo.

html for more information. 

ScopeOut 2009 

• Telescope Festival at the Cincin-

nati Observatory 

• September 12, Noon - 10:30 pm 

The Cincinnati Observatory cele-

brates the telescope with an all-day 

(and all night) festival. 

 
ScopeOut is an opportunity for 

people of all ages to look at the latest 

and greatest astronomical equipment 

offered by local and national vendors.  

Activities include, classes, educational 

materials for teachers, kid's space 

crafts, safe viewing of the Sun, tours 

of our historic buildings and more 

astronomical door prizes than you can 

imagine. 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

• Noon to 5 pm for the displays, 

classes, and tours 

• 6 pm to 8 pm for the dinner & 

Keynote Lecture by Owen Gin-

gerich,  Harvard University Histo-

rian "Kepler, Newton and the 

Birth of Modern Science" (reser-

vations required). 

• 8 pm to 10 pm celestial viewing 

of the stars (weather permitting). 

ADMISSION is $5 for adults, $3 

for children.  Keynote Speaker and 

Dinner Reservations, add $15 per per-

son. 

LOCATION: 3489 Observatory 

Place  Cincinnati, OH 45208.  See 

www.cincinnatiobservatory.org for 

more information. 

Schuele Planetarium Star 

Parties 

On the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of 

every month (year round) there are 

Schuele Planetarium star parties start-

ing at 8:15 p.m. following the 7 p.m. 

Planetarium shows (weather permit-

ting).  CAA members are welcome to 

bring their scopes to help out at the 

star parties in the field across the street 
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from the Schuele Planetarium.  Any 

CAA members who could help out 

would be greatly appreciated by Jay 

Reynolds and the Lake Erie Nature 

and Science Center.  All programs 

include the most recent news from our 

explorations of Mars, Saturn & Hub-

ble Space Telescope. 

Note: Starting in June, 1st & 

3rd Saturday evening programs will 

have a new start time of 8:00 pm, 

telescopes at 9:00 pm. 

Shafran Planetarium Pro-

grams at the Cleveland 

Museum of Natural History 

 
September – October 2009 

Family Program 

The Telescope's Top 10 

2009 is the first ever International 

Year of Astronomy, celebrating four 

centuries of telescope observing. 

We've selected what we consider the 

top 10 discoveries made over the years 

with telescopes of every make and 

design. 

• Mon – Fri, 2:30 pm 

• Wed, 8 pm 

• Sat, 10:30 am, 12:30 pm, 2 pm, 4 

pm 

• Sun, 12:30 pm, 2 pm, 4 pm 

 

Children’s Program 

An Eyeful of Surprises 

Galileo first pointed the newly in-

vented telescope to the skies in the 

year 1609. What worlds of wonder did 

he discover? Come and find out! 

• Sat 11:30 am, 3 pm 

• Sun 1:15 pm, 3 pm 

 

Tickets are $4 per person with 

Museum admission; members are free.  

Please reserve tickets in advance. To 

guarantee seating, please arrive 20 

minutes before show time to claim 

your tickets with your confirmation 

number. Unclaimed tickets will be 

released for purchase on a first-come, 

first-served basis 10 minutes before 

show time. 

Mueller Observatory Pro-

grams at the Cleveland 

Museum of Natural History 

 

Free with Museum admission.  

The Museum's Ralph Mueller Obser-

vatory houses a 105-year-old, 10 ½-

inch Warner & Swasey telescope.  The 

observatory is open to the public on 

clear Wednesday evenings from Sep-

tember through the end of May from 

8:30 pm to 11 pm, weather permitting.   

White Sands Star Party X 

Friday, September 11 – Saturday, 

September 12, 2009 at the White 

Sands National Monument, Alamo-

gordo, New Mexico.  Camp in the 

monument and view throughout the 

night.  Also features workshops, door 

prizes, astronomical talks, and a visit 

from the state’s Van of Enchantment. 

Check their websites for more in-

formation: 

http://www.zianet.com/wssp/ 

http://www.nmspacemuseum.org/ 

Other News / Stories 

Station Fire Threatens Mt. 

Wilson 

See 

http://www.mtwilson.edu/fire.php for 

the latest information.  This photo was 

taken by the UCLA Towercam and 

enhanced by Jim Guildford. 

 

A Note From the Desk of 

the Editor 

I am always looking for articles 

for The Observer.  If there are any 

aspiring authors out there who want to 

contribute an article, share a story or 

observation, etc. please do so, and I 
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will include it in the next issue.  Also, 

if you have any items for sale, or if 

you are looking for any items, send 

these in and I will include them in the 

Swap Corner.  Remember, this is your 

newsletter, and participation from the 

general membership can only make the 

newsletter better.  Thanks to all who 

have taken the time to send in articles.  

Please send articles, items for sale, 

items wanted, suggestions, and/or  

comments to bruise@roadrunner.com. 

Jeff Lewis 

Editor, The Observer – CAA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


