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 Editor’s Note 
I guess that I am now the new Editor of the CAA Observer! We have had some very excellent editors in 
the past. I want to particularly thank Jeff Bryk for his work and time as my predecessor! Unfortunately, 
Jeff has moved to the Kent, Ohio area and is unable to continue.   

So, here I am!  I do have a background in writing, having written short stories, non-fiction articles, book 
reviews, and more than sixty video scripts covering a variety of subjects. About half were corporate 
programs and half were historical documentaries. I wrote and produced the World War II documentary 
ESCORT: THE P-51 MUSTANG, which was broadcast on the DISCOVERY CHANNEL in 1990 and 
’91.  However, this is the first time I have edited a publication, so I am low on the learning curve here! 

This is your club and therefore your newsletter. I need and welcome your contributions to this 
publication. Pictures you have taken, reviews of books, articles that you might wish to write; all will be 
considered and if possible published here!  As a result, this next step will be a rewarding adventure for 
all of us! 

Tim Campbell  

 

 News Notes for May 
 Mars Opposition—As we’ve noted, Mars will be at opposition on Sunday, May 22.  However, there 
will be a full Moon that night.  There will be no Moon visible on the following weekend, which marks 
Memorial Day.  And on Monday, May 30, Mars will actually be at its closest point to Earth.  This will be the 
closest opposition in 11 years.  We’ll see if we can schedule a star party sometime during the weekend for 
this event.  
 

Telescope Night at Letha House—Our program for the Medina Park District on Saturday, May 14, will 
feature a “Telescope Night” for the public starting at 8:00 p.m.  This will be a show and tell to discuss and 
demonstrate types of telescopes and to answer questions from the public.  Please bring a scope to help with 
the program and star party if you can! 

http://www.cuyastro.org/


May 2016   Vol. 45, No. 5 

2 of 8 

 
 Observing Permits—Copies of our annual Observing Permit for the Cleveland Metroparks and for Letha 
House will be available for CAA members during our monthly meetings.  Both permits are for paid-up 
members only. 
 
 Mercury Transit—We will have a Transit of Mercury observing program for the public at Letha House 
from noon until 2:30 p.m. on Monday, May 9.  Help with solar scopes will be appreciated. 
 
 Summer Solstice Event—Our club has been invited to participate in a Summer Solstice program at 
Lakewood Park on Tuesday, June 21.  Further details will be announced. 
 
 
My Thanks to Club President Bill Murmann for this and other contributions to the Observer 
 
 

 CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS – 2016 
Date Time Where What 
Monday, 
May 9 

12 Noon to  
2:30 p.m. 

Letha House 
Park 

Special public program from noon to 2:30 p.m. at Letha House 
Park to observe the Transit of Mercury. Help with solar scopes 
would be appreciated. 

Monday, 
May 9 

6:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 

Rocky River 
Nature 
Center 

6:30 p.m. Board Meeting. Monthly club meeting at 7:30 p.m.  
Speaker will be BW Observatory Director and club member Gary 
Kader. 
"From Copernicus to Newton: 150 Years that Changed the World" 
The Renaissance saw revolutions in many intellectual pursuits, not 
the least of which was science and technology.  From 1543 to 1687 
we made the discoveries about nature that led us to the world we 
have today.  This lecture is about a group of men whose 
discoveries destroyed 1500 years of dogma launched what 
ultimately became known as science. 

Saturday, 
May 14 

8 p.m. Letha House 
Park 

Public star party for the Medina County Park District at Letha 
House Park. 8PM start time. This is a “Telescope Night” program 
for the park district. Public will be invited to bring their telescopes 
to learn from CAA members how to use them. Please plan to 
come and bring your own scope and knowledge to share! 

Saturday, 
June 11 

9 p.m. Letha House 
Park  

Public star party for the Medina County Park District at Letha 
House Park. 9PM Start. Please plan to come out with your scope 
and knowledge to share! 

Monday, 
June 13 

7:30 p.m. Rocky River 
Nature 
Center 

Monthly club meeting at 7:30 p.m. at Rocky River Nature Center. 
Speaker Dr. Paul Harding, Observatory Manager, Department of 
Astronomy at Case Western Reserve University will discuss 
“Expanding the Sloan Digital Sky Survey to the Southern 
Hemisphere.” 

Saturday, 
July 9 

9 p.m. Letha House 
Park 

Public star party for the Medina County Park District at Letha 
House Park. 9PM Start. Please plan to come out with your scope 
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and knowledge to share! 

Monday, 
July 11 

6:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 

Rocky River 
Nature 
Center 

6:30 p.m. Board Meeting at Rocky River Nature Center. Monthly 
club meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
Speaker will be Steve Spears, Club Member 
"Low Resolution Spectroscopy of Wolf-Rayet Stars - their 
Evolution and Death" 
Steve will show us some of his latest work: a year-long project 
to observe and analyze the color spectra of 15 Wolf-Rayet 
stars that are in the last 500,000 years of their expected 
lifetimes.  These are very large O Class stars. 

Saturday, 
July 30 

3 p.m.  Letha House 
Park 

Annual CAA Convention, picnic, and star party at Letha House 
Park starting at 3 p.m. Further details to be announced. 
 

Saturday, 
Aug. 6 

9 p.m. Letha House 
Park 

Public star party for the Medina County Park District at Letha 
House Park. 9PM Start. Please plan to come out with your scope 
and knowledge to share! 

    

Monday, 
Aug. 8 

7:30 p.m. Rocky River 
Nature 
Center 

Monthly club meeting at Rocky River Nature Center. 7:30PM 
start. 
Speaker will be Dale Force from NASA Glenn Research Center.  
“Cassini Radio Science” 
Radio science results from the Cassini Mission currently orbiting 
Saturn:  testing general relativity and looking for gravitational 
waves as well as studying Saturn and its moons! 

Thursday, 
Aug. 11   

7 p.m Beachwood 
County 
Library 

Annual Moon Party at Beachwood County Library. Volunteers and 
scopes needed. 

Saturday, 
Sept. 10 

9 p.m. Letha House 
Park 

Public star party for the Medina County Park District at Letha 
House Park. 9PM Start. Please plan to come out with your scope 
and knowledge to share! 

Monday, 
Sept. 12 

6:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 

Rocky River 
Nature 
Center 

6:30 p.m. Board Meeting. Monthly club meeting at Rocky River 
Nature Center. 7:30 p.m. start.   
Speaker will be club member Tim Campbell 
“Lightspeed, Gravitational Waves, and the Cleveland Connection: 
The Albert Michaelson Story” 
The fascinating story of Albert Michaelson, one-time professor of 
Physics at Case School of Applied Science (now Case Western 
Reserve University) and how his Nobel Prize winning work set the 
stage for Einstein’s General Relativity and the recent discovery of 
Gravitational Waves! 

Monday, 
Oct. 10 

7:30 p.m. Rocky River 
Nature 
Center 

Monthly club meeting featuring speaker and topic to be 
announced. First election year nominations for club officers and 
board members. 
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Saturday, 
Oct. 29 

8 p.m. Letha House 
Park 

Public star party for the Medina County Park District at Letha 
House Park. 9PM Start. Please plan to come out with your scope 
and knowledge to share! Final public star party of the year for the 
Medina County Park District.   

Monday, 
Nov. 14 

6:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 

Rocky River 
Nature 
Center 

6:30 p.m. Board Meeting. Monthly club meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
featuring speaker and topic to be announced. Final nominations 
and election of club officers and board members for the 
2017-2018 term. 

Monday, 
Dec. 19 

TBA Mahle's 
Restaurant   

Annual Christmas/Holiday Dinner for members at Mahle’s 
Restaurant on Detroit Road in Westlake. Time and other details 
to be announced. No club meeting in December. 

Our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's Letha House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256. 
 

Highlights of Our May Skies 
Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine and to Orion Telescopes & Binoculars for this brief list of what-to-see 
in May. —Bill Murmann. 

*   *   * 

 Mars at Opposition—Mars will be directly opposite the Sun on Sunday, May 22, and will make its 
closest approach to Earth on Memorial Day, May 30.  On this date, Mars will be the closest and largest it has 
been in nearly 11 years.  Throughout May, the Red Planet will be much closer to Earth, offering good 
opportunities for observing.  Sky & Telescope magazine offers an online “Mars Profiler” that shows which side 
of Mars and which surface features will face you at any given time.  Go to http://is.gd/marsprofiler to access 
it. 

 Lunar Occultation—The Moon will occult the 4.4 magnitude star Theta Virginis in the constellation 
Virgo starting at 1 a.m. on the night of May 17-18. 

 Great Red Spot—Jupiter’s Great Red Spot is reported to be unusually vivid this year.  It will be visible 
crossing the planet’s central meridian at various times from May 12-31.  Use a light blue or green filter to 
increase the contrast of Jupiter’s reddish and brownish markings.  An orange filter will help darken bluish 
markings. 

 Binocular Highlights—Sky & Telescope author Gary Seronik suggests observing M51 and M101, two 
island galaxies near the handle of the Big Dipper.  Both objects are face-on galaxies with low surface 
brightness.  M51 stands out better against the background of the night sky.  Use 15x45 image-stabilized or 
10x30 tripod-mounted binoculars for the best view. 

 The Cigar Galaxy—If you have a large scope, try observing M82 in the constellation Ursa Major. M82, a 
starburst galaxy is noted for the rapid creation of new stars and supernovae around its core that has been 
triggered by its gravitational interaction with nearby M81 (Bode’s Galaxy).  M82 has a bipolar superwind that 
is extending in “wings” to the north and south of its core. 



May 2016   Vol. 45, No. 5 

5 of 8 

 Globular Clusters—Five perfect examples of globular clusters will be visible in May.  M3 in the 
constellation Bootes, M13 the great cluster in Hercules, M5 in Serpens, and M92 in the northern section of 
Hercules.  And M4 in Scorpius will be in a great position for observation throughout the night on May 27. 

 Planetary Nebulas—If you have a 6-inch or larger scope with an OIII filter, the May skies offer views of 
the “Ghost of Jupiter” NGC3242 in Hydra; the “Owl Nebula” in the Big Dipper; NGC 4361 in Corvus; and the 
famous “Ring Nebula” M57 in Lyra just a few degrees from the bright star Vega. 

Book Review 
BAD ASTRONOMY by Philip Plait 
277 pages including index and recommended reading 
Published by John Wiley and Sons 2002 
Available on Amazon.com or at your favorite library 
4 STARS out of 5 
 
Review by Tim Campbell 

We all know that the NASA Moon landings were all faked, right?  And when the planets line up just right, the 
resulting gravitational tides will throw the entire planet out of whack and possibly destroy all life, right?  And 
if your astrological sign is Sagittarius with Mars in the Seventh House and Venus planting roses in the garden, 
you will have a wonderful life and win the Nobel Prize for Coolness, right? 

OK, none of the above are true and in case we weren’t entirely sure about this, astronomer and blogger Phil 
Plait (badastronomy.com), has offered us a collection of his blogs title BAD ASTRONOMY ( well, what other title 
did you expect?!).  

An excellent read for any of us, even the most scientifically aware, BAD ASTRONOMY covers a number of such 
misconceptions including the above as well as UFOs, tides, the brightest star, and even egg balancing on the 
Equinox!   

In addition to clearing up many of the horrible unscientific nonsense we see all the time on the Internet, BAD 
ASTRONOMY also gives us some great astronomical true facts that are guaranteed to make us the life of every 
party.  The difference between meteors, meteoroids, and meteorites; why the sky is blue (scattering), why 
stars twinkle (different layers of air moving at different speed due to temperature differences); what the 
Hubble actually is, where it is, and what it does; and my personal favorite: the Top-Ten Examples of B A in 
Major Motion Pictures! 

Did you know why there are few stars in the background of the Apollo Moon pictures? It is not because the 
Hollywood producers forgot to include them when they were faking the moon landings! It is because the light 
from the sun unfiltered and reflecting off the astronauts’ suits was so bright that the cameras shooting the pics 
had to have their contrast turned down to compensate. As a result, the zillions of stars we might have expected 
to see in the pictures are simply not bright enough to overcome the decrease in contrast! 
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An older book—published waaaaay back in 2002, but it still holds very true today!  I have to recommend! 

Tim Campbell   

April 2016 

 Club Members Photo Gallery 

 
Aurora Borealis over Lake Erie 

Photo by Chris Christie 

Secretary’s Report: Minutes From April 11, 2016 Meeting 
The evening’s program consisted of several members demonstrating their telescopes. 

After the break, President Bill Murmann called the meeting to order. 

Treasurer’s Report:  We have $7209.71 and $280.64 in cash, for a total of $7490.35. 

Secretary’s Report:  The minutes were approved as published in The Observer. 
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President’s Report:  We now have observing permits for both park systems.  Due to a change in 
park staff, we probably will not be holding a star party at Findley State Park as we have for the past 
several years.  NASA will hold a webinar for the Night Sky Network on April 18.On May 9th transit of 
Mercury will be observed at Letha House, noon – 2:30 p.m.  May 14 will be our first Letha House 
program, a telescope night for the public.  The opposition of Mars will occur May 22.  Our 
Christmas party will be held December 19, a new date. Our annual convention will be held July 30.  
Vice President Tim Campbell will be taking on editing of The Observer.  2016 is an election year for 
the club.  The next board meeting will be May 9. 

Vice President’s Report:  The speaker at our May meeting will be Gary Kader with the presentation 
“From Copernicus to Newton.”  Our Christmas party will be held at Mahle’s Restaurant on December 
19, not our usual meeting date.  There will be no December meeting otherwise. 

Library Committee Report:  A sun/moon party will be held at the Beachwood Branch Library on 
August 11, 7:30-8:30 p.m. 

A telescope was raffled and the winner was Ted Sauppe. 

Old business:  none 

New Business:  David Nuti is offering club-logo decals for $5.00 

Observations:  Steve and Gail Korylak observed a solar eclipse from a cruise ship in Indonesia. 

The meeting was brought to a close by President Murmann. 

Steve Gallant, Secretary 

 Treasurer’s Report 
 

CAA Financial Report Apr-16 
Beginning Bank Bal. 7,209.71 
Beginning Petty Cash 280.64 
Total Beginning Cash 7,490.35 

  Income - Bank 
 Interest 0.07 

  Income - Petty Cash 
 Donations 21.04 

Membership 25.00 
  

  

Expenses - Bank 
 CAA Newsletter & Copies 73.61 

  Expenses - Petty Cash 
 Refreshments 24.00 

  Net Bank 7,136.17 
Net Petty Cash 302.68 
Net Cash 7,438.85 
 
 
 
 
Suzie Dills, Treasurer  

  



 

 

Club Contacts 
 

President: 
Bill Murmann 440-572-0464
 murmann@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President and Newsletter Editor: 
Tim Campbell 216-316-7829 
 camtimothy@aol.com 
Treasurer: Suzie Dills 440-670-1442
 suzieastro@yahoo.com 
Secretary: 
Steve Gallant 440-892-7934 
 sgallant@prodigy.net 
CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford 440-877-0372
 guilford.james@gmail.com 
 
Members at Large: 
Dave Nuti (216) 502-1706
 working212@sbcglobal.net 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872
 jay52757@yahoo.com 

Bob Wiersma (440) 409-1468
 rrw28141@gmail.com 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872
 jay52757@yahoo.com 
 
 

mailto:sgallant@prodigy.net
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