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 Editor’s Note 
Another summer is coming to a close. Soon, leaves will be falling and the autumn 

constellations will be returning to our Northern Ohio sky!  It was an eventful if quite hot summer 
and a good number of club members got out, either at Letha House or at venues of their choosing. A 
few did interesting road trips and some of their pics are here in our MEMBERS PHOTO GALLERY!  
Enjoy! 

Club elections are coming up in November.  I have been handling the Vice President duties 
for four years now (two consecutive terms).  Securing speakers for our monthly meetings has been a 
challenging yet rewarding job.  I will do it again, if nobody else wishes to step forward, but if anyone 
wishes to take on the job, that would be great!  Fresh faces, fresh ideas, and all that! 

We will have a sign-up sheet at this month’s meeting for our annual Winter Dinner to take 
place TUESDAY DECEMBER 13 AT MAHLE’S RESTAURANT ON DETROIT AVENUE IN WESTLAKE.  

 Cocktails at 6, dinner at 7.  We will be ordering in advance from their very nice menu with 
choices hitting three different price ranges.  Private room as last year.  I hope we can get a good 
turnout as last year’s dinner was a good time for all who came! 

As always, keep sending in your own pics and thoughts!  Any suggestions for new features?  I 
am thinking of adding a MEMBERS’ COMMENTS section, so if you have a comment, please send it 
directly to my personal email: camtimothy@aol.com.  Put “CAA Comment” in the subject box! 
Keep looking up! 
Tim Campbell, Editor 

***** 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
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 News Notes for October 
 
President’s Comment: 
 
A big thank you to everyone who helped make our Annual Convention a success on 
Saturday September 24 at Letha House.  We had great weather, good food, starry skies, 
and a good time! 
 
Special thanks to fellow officers and board members who helped plan the event, 
purchased supplies, and did a variety of toting and hauling.  As usual VP Tim Campbell 
and Marianne Wadsworth brought a big supply of delicious brats, sausages, and hot 
dogs for the grill. 
 
Special thanks also to Rich Whisler who did all the grilling with the help of Marianne 
Wadsworth.  Gail Korylak, as usual, did a great job organizing the food line and then 
cleaning everything up after the meal.  As usual, Nora Mishey was a big help during the 
event. 
 
Thanks to Secretary Steve Gallant, who solicited the raffle prizes donated by generous 
vendors.  And Jay Reynolds added to the treasure pile with a variety of items donated 
to our observatory, including the Nagler eyepiece won by Chris Christe. 
 
Many thanks to Jay Reynolds for helping me with the raffle, and for giving the 
observatory training sessions afterward! 
 
As usual, our Treasurer, Suzie Dills did a great job with the demanding task of selling 
raffle tickets and keeping track of the income from our annual fund-raising event.  Many 
thanks to Suzie! 
 
Chris Christe was also a big help by bringing a large folding table for the food line. 
 
Great job by all.  Many thanks! 
 
--Bill 
  CAA President 
 
P.S.  Next year's Annual Convention is set for Saturday, August 19, 2017. 
 
 
 

*   *   * 
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 CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS – 2016
 

CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS—2016 
 

Monday, Oct. 10.  Monthly club meeting at Rocky River Nature Center featuring speaker Bob Fritz, who 
will discuss “General Relativity: What it is and why it matters” at 7:30 p.m. First election year nominations 
for club officers and board members will be held this evening. 
 
Saturday, Oct. 29.  Final public star party of the year for the Medina County Park District at 8 p.m. at 
Letha House Park.  Help appreciated for this new Moon program, please bring your scope. 
 
Monday, Nov. 14.  6:30 p.m. Board Meeting at Rocky River Nature Center.  Monthly club meeting at 
7:30 p.m. featuring speaker Bill Murmann who will give a talk and slide presentation about Jupiter and the 
Juno Mission.  Final nominations and election of club officers and board members for the 2017-2018 
term. 
 
Monday, Dec. 19.  Annual Christmas/Holiday Dinner for members at Mahle’s Restaurant on Detroit Road 
in Westlake.  Cocktails at 6; dinner at 7.  No club meeting in December. 

 
 

-end- 
 

Editor’s Note: 
 
We now have speakers scheduled for January through April of next year! Looking like 2017 will be an 
exciting and informative year! 
 
January 9, 2017 
Stanley K. Borowski, Assistant Propulsion Systems and Technologies at NASA Glenn Research Center 
 
 "The Use of Nuclear Rocket Engines for Future Human Missions to the Moon and Mars".  
Dr. Borowski will discuss propulsion research here at Cleveland's Glenn Research Center and how the 
development and use of nuclear rocket engines may change the future of manned space exploration! 
  
  
February 13, 2017 
Bryan Palaszewski, Research Scientist at NASA Glenn Research Center 

"NASA and the Hubble Space Telescope" 

Since its launch in 1990, the Hubble Space Telescope has delivered 1000’s of astronomical 
images and other information to Earth, and has revolutionized all that we know about the 
Universe.   In the presentation, we will discuss the design and development of the telescope, its 
operations in space, and the vast sets of information and spectacular images that have allowed us 
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to see the formation of stars, planets, and almost literally the beginnings of the Universe.    

March 13, 2017 

Matt Franduto, CAA Club Member 

"Arizona: Two Observatories and Two Holes in the Ground" 
or 
What do Kitt and Lowell Observatories have in common with Meteor Crater, and Grand Canyon? 
  
Club member and astrophotographer, Matt Franduto is taking a trip to Arizona and will be visiting two 
observatories and two large and famous depressions in the earth! His talk will be about these 
fascinating locations! 
  
April 10, 2017 
  
Steve Gallant, CAA Secretary and Club Member 
"The Martians are Coming! - Astronomical Hoaxes and Panics."  
Club member Steve Gallant will discuss some of the great astronomical hoaxes, including the 
famous H.G. Wells "WAR OF THE WORLDS" radio broadcast of 1938! 
 

***** 
 

 
Our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's Letha House Park, 
5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256. 
 

**** 

 

 Highlights of our October Skies  
Bill Murmann is on vacation.  Meantime, I downloaded from Orion’s Telescope.com what is available 
in the sky this month!  

From Telescope.com:  
October nights will be full of celestial treats to see with binoculars and telescopes. Here are 
some of our top October stargazing suggestions: 

Two Dark Weekends — In early October, catch your last glimpse of the year of the galactic 
center in the constellation Sagittarius, low in the southwestern sky, where you can track down 
four great emission nebulas — M8, the Lagoon; M20, the Triffid; M17 the Omega; and M16, the 
Eagle. 
Two great planetary nebulas are still well-placed in October skies - M57, the Ring Nebula in 
Lyra; and M27, the Dumbbell Nebula in Vulpecula. 
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Look for interesting galaxy NGC 7331 in the northwestern section of Pegasus. With a 12" or 
larger aperture telescope and good seeing conditions, you may be able to tease out the 
galaxy's faint spiral arms. 

Deep Sky Treats of October — Use a star chart and see how many of these planetary 
nebulas you can find in September: the famous Ring Nebula (M57) in the constellation Lyra; the 
Dumbbell Nebula (M27) in Vulpecula; and the "Blinking Planetary," NGC 6826 in Cygnus. Not 
far outside the western boundary of the Summer Triangle is a small, but intensely colorful 
planetary nebula, NGC 6572. All these can be seen in a 6" or larger telescope. Enhance your 
views of these distant clouds of dust and gas with an Oxygen-III filter. 
 
Best Chance to See Distant Uranus — On October 15th, planet Uranus will reach opposition, 
with Earth positioned between Uranus and the Sun along a roughly straight line. This is when 
Uranus will be in its orbit's nearest point to Earth. Grab a star chart or StarSeek app to track 
down this magnitude 6.5 planet, which is just below naked-eye visibility, in the constellation 
Pisces. Since it's so far away from Earth, Uranus will be a very small bluish-green dot in large 
telescopes. While sighting the ice giant planet can be a challenge, it's worth the effort to know 
you're looking at one of the most distant planets in the Solar System. 
 
Fabulous Fall Star Clusters — Nestled between constellations Aries and Taurus is the 
famous "open" star cluster M45, also known as the Pleiades or Seven Sisters. The Pleiades 
cluster is an excellent target for binoculars, since telescopes are usually too powerful to provide 
a view of the entire cluster in one field-of-view. 
About a hand's width southeast of the Pleiades is an association of brighter stars called the 
Hyades, which covers about 5° of the sky with stars laid out in the shape of a "V," pointing west 
and slightly south. Since it covers such a wide swath of sky, the Hyades is another great object 
to explore in binoculars. 

Low in the northeast skies of October, pick out the constellation Auriga; then using a star chart, 
see if you can pick out the three star clusters Auriga hosts — M36, M37 and M38 — all in a row. 
While these clusters are all visible with a telescope, you can explore them with 50mm or larger 
binoculars from a dark sky site. 

Orionid Meteors in the Sky — The Orionids is a medium shower that can display anywhere 
from 10 to 20 meteors per hour at maximum. While the peak of the Orionids shower is hard to 
precisely predict, try looking for meteors after midnight on the evening of October 21st into the 
morning of the 22nd. Meteors will appear to radiate outwards from the upraised club section of 
our namesake constellation, Orion the Hunter. 
 
A Grand Galaxy — Located in the tiny constellation of Triangulum and just opposite the star 
Beta Andromeda is the splendid galaxy M33. While the galaxy is visible in binoculars with 
50mm or larger lenses from a dark sky site, a telescope at low power will provide the best 
views. M33 has very low surface brightness, so look when the Moon is down and from the 
darkest sky site you can find! 
 
A Challenging Nebula — Making a small equilateral triangle with the stars Eta and Alpha 
Cassiopeia is the elusive Pac Man nebula. The Pac Man is a famous target for 
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astrophotographers, but it's not very easy to observe visually. From dark sky locations, you can 
pick out its faint glow with large binoculars, but a telescope at low power with the help of an 
Oxygen-III filter will show it best. 
 
 

Club Members Photo Gallery 
 

 
“Meteor crossing Milky Way heading for Cassiopeia” 

Photo by Alan Studt, taken at Mohican State Park (Luftberg Farm B&B) 
Technical Details: 
Nikon D810 
14mm Rokinon lens @ f2.8 
 
Sky was shot at 20 sec. ISO 6400 
 
The house was shot at 20 sec. ISO 500 
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“Harvest Moon” and “Cleveland at Dawn” photos by Jay Reynolds 

 

 
This image was taken at Canyon Junction (shooting to the south) in Zion National Park, 

Utah.  Shortly after dark the Milkyway dominates the night sky! A setting waxing crescent moon 
that night light up the canyon walls for the image.  The exposure is 30 seconds long so I had to 

wait for 30 seconds of no traffic along the road, which is not an easy task in a busy national park. 
 

 
Our second night in Zion, I decided to try some images further north in the canyon where there 

would be even less light pollution and no traffic. We were staying at the lodge in the park, so after 
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dark we headed out on a trail to the Grotto Picnic area.  This was one of the views along the 
way.  A little more moon that night to illuminate the canyon walls, but still not enough to wash out 

the Milky Way.  Again these were 30 second exposures. 
 

Dave Watkins 

 
These were views to the north and south along the Grotto Picnic area trail. 

 
I have these and many more for sale at the following website: 

http://6-david-watkins.pixels.com/ 
 
 

Dave Watkins, CAA Club Member 
 
 

****** 
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Secretary’s Report: Minutes from September Meeting 
September 12, 2016 Board Meeting. 
   Bill Murmann reviewed our convention assignments, as to who is bringing what. 
  CAA elections will begin next month, with nominations being made at the October meeting.  Our 
current treasurer and secretary will not be running again.  John and Isabel Tobey will be resigning their 
doughnut duties. 
   Programs have been scheduled through April 2017. 
   An audit of our finances will be required by the end of the year. 
Next year’s Letha House schedule has been prepared, with our convention to be held August 19. 
   The board discussed doing a program for next year’s solar eclipse, with the Metropark and 
Lakewood’s Solstice Park mentioned as possible locations. 
 

September 12, 2016, Club Meeting 
CAA Vice President Tim Campbell presented an interesting program entitled “The Story of Albert A. 
Michaelson, the Speed of Light, and the Cleveland Connection.” 
After the break, President Bill Murmann called the business meeting to order. 
Treasurer’s Report.  Our club has $7317.00 in the bank, and $304.69 in cash. 
Secretary’s Report.  The minutes were approved as published in The Observer. 
President’s Report.  Bill Murmann welcomed the new members.  Our convention was rescheduled for 
September 24.  Next year’s convention will be held August 19.  Programs held at the Beachwood 
branch library August 11 and Letha House Sept. 10 were both rained out.  Presentations were given in 
their places.  On October 29 our next dark sky program will be held. 
    Nominations for this year’s elections will be conducted at our October meeting. 
   The next board meeting will be November 14.   
Vice President’s Report.  The speaker at our October meeting will be Bob Fritz, who will give a 
presentation on relativity.  November’s speaker will be club President Bill Murmann who will discuss 
the Planet Jupiter and the Juno Mission to that planet!  Our annual holiday dinner will be held December 
13 at Mahle’s restaurant. 
Observatory Report:  Jay Reynolds reported that our observatory is in good shape.    He will make 
additional contributions to the door prizes at the upcoming convention. 
Old business:  none 
New business:  none 
Members then shared their observations, after which Bill Murmann brought the meeting to a close. 
 
Steve Gallant, Secretary 
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 Treasurer’s Report  
 

CAA Financial Report 16-Sep 
Beginning Bank Bal. 7,317.00 
Beginning Petty Cash 304.69 
Total Beginning Cash 7,621.69 
  
Income - Bank  
Interest 0.07 
  
Income - Petty Cash  
Donations 27.53 
Membership 25.00 
  
Expenses - Bank  
CAA Newsletter & 
Copies 

43.30 

Observatory 28.43 
  
Expenses - Petty Cash  
Refreshments 24.00 
Misc. 25.00 
  
Net Bank 7,245.34 
Net Petty Cash 308.22 
Net Cash 7,553.56 
 

Suzie Dills, Treasurer 

 

  



 

 

Club Contacts 
 

President: 
Bill Murmann 440-572-0464
 murmann@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President and Newsletter Editor: 
Tim Campbell 216-316-7829 
 camtimothy@aol.com 
Treasurer: Suzie Dills 440-670-1442
 suzieastro@yahoo.com 
Secretary: 
Steve Gallant 440-892-7934 
 sgallant@prodigy.net 
CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford 440-877-0372
 guilford.james@gmail.com 
 
Members at Large: 
Dave Nuti (216) 502-1706
 working212@sbcglobal.net 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872
 jay52757@yahoo.com 

Bob Wiersma (440) 409-1468
 rrw28141@gmail.com 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872
 jay52757@yahoo.com 
 
 

mailto:sgallant@prodigy.net
mailto:guilford.james@gmail.com
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