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 Editor’s Note 
Ok, so August was way too hot, but it looks like September may be warm enough to get outside, but cool 
enough to enable us to stay outside!  We have a public star party coming up and our delayed convention 
will be held on Saturday September 24!  Hope everyone can make it! 
I am giving the talk this month, so have been working diligently on preparing it! Giving a talk is a lot of 
work, but in the long run I think it is beneficial. I am not a working scientist, just a science enthusiast with 
an insatiable curiosity.  I see something that interests me and then begin to research. End of the day, I 
learn a lot more about the topic and am excited to share that knowledge with you!  Hopefully, those of 
you who can make it to our meeting will also find the topic interesting and the talk enjoyable! 
As always, keep sending in your own pics and thoughts!  Any suggestions for new features?  I am 
thinking of adding a MEMBERS’ COMMENTS section, so if you have a comment, please send it 
directly to my personal email: camtimothy@aol.com.  Put “CAA Comment” in the subject box! 
Keep looking up! 
Tim Campbell, Editor 

***** 
 

 News Notes for September 
From Bill Murmann, President 
 
Here are our CAA activities for September: 
 
Star Party--We will have a public star party this coming Saturday (Sept. 10) at Letha House for 
the Medina County Park District.  Help and scopes will be appreciated.  Set-up time is 8 
p.m.  Please help if you can.  Hope to see you there! 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
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Monthly Meeting--Our club meeting will be held this month at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, Sept. 12, 
at the Rocky River Nature Center in North Olmsted.  VP Tim Campbell will be our speaker, 
discussing "Lightspeed, Gravitational Waves, and the Cleveland Connection: the Albert 
Michaelson Story."  Tim's presentation at 7:30 will be preceded by a Board Meeting at 6:30 
p.m.  Please join us! 
 
Saturn Webinar--The NASA/JPL Night Sky Network will present a live webinar at 9 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Sept. 21, featuring NASA research scientist Dr. Linda Spilker, who will discuss 
Saturn and the Cassini Mission.  Dr. Spilker is currently a Co-Investigator and the Cassini 
Project Scientist at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory.  We will provide a link to watch the webinar 
on your home computer. 
 
Annual Convention--Our rescheduled Annual Convention will be held at Letha House on 
Saturday, Sept. 24, featuring  a pot luck picnic, door prizes, and star gazing.  The club will 
provide grilled hot dogs, brats, and sausages plus buns, condiments, paper products, and 
lemonade.  Please join us and bring a covered dish to share at this annual social and star 
gazing event.  Hope to see you there! 
 
--Bill 
  CAA President 
 

*   *   * 

 

 CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS – 2016
 

 
Saturday, Sept. 10.  Public star party for the Medina County Park District at 9 p.m. at Letha House Park.  
Help appreciated, please bring your scope. 
 
Monday, Sept. 12.  6:30 p.m. Board Meeting at Rocky River Nature Center.  Monthly club meeting at 
7:30 p.m. featuring speaker Tim Campbell who will discuss “Lightspeed, Gavitational Waves, and the 
Cleveland Connection: the Albert Michaelson Story.”  Nobel Prize winner Case Institute of Technology 
Prof. Michaelson helped set the stage for Einstein’s theory of relativity. 
 
Saturday, Sept. 24.  Rescheduled date for CAA Annual Convention at Letha House Park.  Pot luck picnic, 
door-prize raffle, activities, and evening star party.  Sign-in starting at 3 p.m. 
 
Monday, Oct. 10.  Monthly club meeting at Rocky River Nature Center featuring speaker Bob Fritz, who 
will discuss “General Relativity: What it is and why it matters” at 7:30 p.m. First election year nominations 
for club officers and board members will be held this evening. 
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Saturday, Oct. 29.  Final public star party of the year for the Medina County Park District at 8 p.m. at 
Letha House Park.  Help appreciated for this new Moon program, please bring your scope. 
 
Monday, Nov. 14.  6:30 p.m. Board Meeting at Rocky River Nature Center.  Monthly club meeting at 
7:30 p.m. featuring speaker Bill Murmann who will give a talk and slide presentation about Jupiter.  Final 
nominations and election of club officers and board members for the 2017-2018 term. 
 
Monday, Dec. 19.  Annual Christmas/Holiday Dinner for members at Mahle’s Restaurant on Detroit Road 
in Westlake.  Time and other details to be announced.  No club meeting in December. 

-end- 
 

 
Our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's Letha House Park, 
5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256. 
 

**** 

 

 Highlights of our September Skies 
Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine and to Orion Telescopes & Binoculars for this brief list of what-to-see 
in September. —Bill Murmann. 

 Peak Time for Uranus—September is part of the peak time for observing Uranus, which this year is 
from August to December with opposition taking place on October 15.  CAA members who have a 10-inch or 
larger scope with good eyepieces and a Barlow lens that will offer 400x to 500x magnification have an 
opportunity to see discrete features in the clouds of this giant blue/green planet.  A light yellow filter may 
help sharpen the image. 

 Summer Triangle—Most of us are familiar with the Summer Triangle formed in the night sky by the 
bright stars Vega, Deneb, and Altair.  Turn your telescope or binoculars to the northwest corner of the 
triangle to discover vast fields of stars in this part of the northern Milky Way. 

 Colorful Planetary Nebula—Just outside the western boundary of the Summer Triangle, see if you can 
spot NGC 6572, a bright blue-green 8.1 magnitude planetary nebula located 3,500 light years from us.  If you 
have an equatorial or go-to mount, look for it at RA 18h 12m and DEC 6° 51ʹ. 

 Blinking Planetary Nebula—In the constellation Cygnus, look for NGC 6826 an 8.8 magnitude pale 
green, eye-shaped nebula with small red streaks on each side of the “eye”, which appears to blink.  Because 
the central star is so bright, use averted vision to see the nebula and the hint of color.  NGC6826 is 2,200 light 
years from us and can be found at RA 19h 44m and DEC +50° 31ʹ. 
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 Whirlpool Galaxy—Look for M51, the Whirlpool Galaxy, just below the first star in the handle of the 
Big Dipper.  This distinct spiral galaxy is about 35 percent the size of our Milky Way galaxy and is 2.3 million 
light years away.  M51 is in the process of merging with a smaller companion galaxy.  As of this year, there 
have been three supernovas seen in the Whirlpool Galaxy. 

 Did You Know?—Under dark, clear skies it seems like we can see millions of stars.  If you are looking 
with naked-eye vision, however, you are only seeing about 9,000 stars.  With binoculars you can see about 
20,000 stars. 

 Mars Fading—As Mars moves farther away from us, it will fade during September from -0.3 magnitude 
to +0.1 magnitude.  However, Mars will still outshine +0.5 magnitude Saturn and +1.0 Antares.  On 
September 28 Mars will be just 1.5° south of M8, the Lagoon Nebula. 

Amateur Asteroid Mapping—If you would like to participate in citizen science and help map asteroids 
through occultations, you can join the worldwide project by contacting the International Occultation Timing 
Association (IOTA) at www.occultations.org. 

*   *   * 

 

 Club Members Photo Gallery 
 

 
STAR PARTY MOON 

Carl Kudrna 

http://www.occultations.org/
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M-57 COMPILATION  

Dave Watkins 
 

 
JAY REYNOLDS EXPLORING THE SKY IN OUR OBSERVATORY DURING STAR PARTY 

Alan Studt 
****** 
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 Club Member Article 
Weekend in Marblehead 

By Alan Studt 

Star date: -306344.31921675766 
Galaxy: Milky Way 
Planet: Earth 
Location: 41°32'11.1"N 82°42'43.2"W 

 
Investigating a spaceship-like object rising from the shores of Lake 
Erie and emitting regular bursts of plasma energy... 
 

Okay - I'm no Gene Roddenberry! 
 
Gale and I spent the weekend at Marblehead and Kelley’s Island and after some late afternoon 
and evening thunderstorms, had an unexpected clear night sky! 
These shots were taken at Marblehead Lighthouse State Park. Gale was lying on 
a bench looking up at the lighthouse and said it looked like the stars 
were spilling out of the light. 
 
I tried to capture her angle in this shot! 
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With the Milky Way pouring down from above, I centered the lighthouse between Cassiopeia 
and Perseus on the left and the Andromeda Galaxy, Triangulum and Aries on the right.  You 
can see Deneb in Cygnus near the top center, Capella in Auriga in the lower left just a little 
above the horizon, the Great Square of Pegasus just above the trees on the right, and I'm sure 
much more if you look around enough! 
 
A beautiful evening and a great weekend once the rain stopped! We saw a handful of pretty 
nice shooting stars too! 
 
Wish every night could be like this one. 

 

Photo specs. 
Manfrotto carbon fiber tripod 
Nikon D810 
Rokinon 14mm, f2.8 lens 
ISO 6400 
20 second exposure 
RAW format 
Processed in Lightroom CC 
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The light was shot at 6 sec. and ISO 100 and layer blended in Photoshop 
CC 

Alan Studt 
 

**** 

 

Secretary’s Report: Minutes From August Meeting 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 

August 8, 2016 

The program, presented by Dale force of NASA Glenn, was entitled “Cassini Radio Science:  The Glenn 
Contribution.” 

After the break CAA President Bill Murmann called the business meeting to order. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Our club has $7315.99 in the bank, $226.13 in cash. 

Secretary’s Report:  The minutes were approved as published in The Observer. 

President’s Report:  Bill Murmann began by welcoming new members.   
Our convention, cancelled due to an unforeseen scheduling conflict, is rescheduled for Sept. 24. 
Members Dave Nuti and Chris Christie were thanked for organizing the impromptu picnic at the Metropark. 
A sun/moon party is scheduled for Aug. 11, 7: 30 p.m., at the Beachwood Branch library. 
Aug. 27 a star party will be held for the public at Findley State Park. 
The Aug. 6 star party at Letha house was a success.  Twelve telescopes were on hand for some 75 – 100 
guests.  The next such star party for the Medina County Park District will be Sept. 9 at 9:00 p.m. 
The next board meeting will be Sept. 12 at 6:30 p.m.  The speaker that evening will be club Vice President Tim 
Campbell. 

Vice President’s Report:  Speakers are lined up for the rest of the year.  Our holiday dinner will be held Dec. 
12 at Mahle’s Restaurant in Westlake. 

Observatory Report:  CAA has been invited to participate in an event to be held at the Rocky River 
Reservation Nature Center August 27.  Members will be standing out in front of the nature center with 
telescopes. 

New Business:  none 

Old Business: none. 
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After members shared their observations, Club President Bill Murmann brought the meeting to a close. 

Steve Gallant, Secretary 

 

 Treasurer’s Report 
CAA Financial Report 16-Aug 
Beginning Bank Bal. 7,316.94 
Beginning Petty Cash 226.13 
Total Beginning Cash 7,543.07 
  
Income - Bank  
Interest 0.06 
  
Income - Petty Cash  
Donations 27.56 
Membership 75.00 
  
Expenses - Bank  
  
Expenses - Petty Cash  
Refreshments 24.00 
  
Net Bank 7,317.00 
Net Petty Cash 304.69 
Net Cash 7,621.69 
 

Suzie Dills, Treasurer 

 

  



 

 

Club Contacts 
 

President: 
Bill Murmann 440-572-0464
 murmann@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President and Newsletter Editor: 
Tim Campbell 216-316-7829 
 camtimothy@aol.com 
Treasurer: Suzie Dills 440-670-1442
 suzieastro@yahoo.com 
Secretary: 
Steve Gallant 440-892-7934 
 sgallant@prodigy.net 
CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford 440-877-0372
 guilford.james@gmail.com 
 
Members at Large: 
Dave Nuti (216) 502-1706
 working212@sbcglobal.net 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872
 jay52757@yahoo.com 

Bob Wiersma (440) 409-1468
 rrw28141@gmail.com 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872
 jay52757@yahoo.com 
 
 

mailto:sgallant@prodigy.net
mailto:guilford.james@gmail.com
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