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 Editor’s Note 
HAPPY NEW YEARS EVERYONE! 
We hope that you all have had a healthy and happy 2016 and that 2017 is even better. The 

CAA has an interesting lineup of programs and astronomical events planned for the coming year.  
August will include a Solar Eclipse with our own area seeing approximately 80% of the eclipse!  
Some of us are planning road trips down to the Kentucky/Tennessee area in order to enjoy the full 
effect of the full eclipse!  Maybe you can join us? 

We have speakers lined up for the first five months of our meeting schedule. I think that 
you will find their talks to be very interesting and worth making the trip to our monthly meetings 
down at the Rocky River Nature Center in North Olmsted! 

Please keep sending in your own pics and thoughts!  A ny suggestions for new features?  I  
am thinking of adding a MEMBERS’ COMMENTS section, so if you have a comment, please send 
it directly to my personal email: camtimothy@aol.com.  Put “CAA Comment” in the subject box! 

We knew that this was a big universe. Scientists in 2016 have concluded that it is even 
bigger than we thought!  Ten trillion galaxies, trillions of trillions of stars, and who knows how 
many extraterrestrial astronomy clubs looking at us!  Awesome!  
Keep looking up! 
Tim Campbell, Editor 

***** 

 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
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 News Notes for January 
 
 
 
 
From President Bill Murmann: 
 
 

 I’d like to offer best wishes to everyone for the New Year.  The start of 2017 marks the 60th 
Anniversary for our club, which was established in 1957. 

 

 During our 60th year, we will offer a variety of speakers, star gazing opportunities, online 
webinars, public events, citizen-science programs, our upgraded observatory, our annual 
convention and cook-out, and perhaps an ad hoc picnic or two—all with the opportunity to share 
our enjoyment of astronomy with fellow members. 

 

 As we enter our 60th year, however, we do face an important challenge.  We were not able 
to elect a new treasurer during our biennial election in November.  Suzie Dills, who served as our 
treasurer for the past four years, did a great job.  However, the requirements of her work have 
made it impossible for her to continue as a club officer. 

 

 We need a new treasurer.  Our club cannot function without a treasurer.  Suzie has 
graciously agreed to stay on for two months to give us extra time to find a candidate.  If any club 
member who is qualified would like to help, please contact me. 

        --Bill   (440) 572-0464

 
 
 
 

*   *   * 

 



 
January 2017                                                                       Volume 46 Issue 1 

3 of 10 

 CAA Membership Form 
2017 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

  

Date: __/__/__ 

Name:________________________________________________________Address:______________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________ State:__ ______ Zip Code: ________ 

Phone:_________________ E-Mail:¬_________________________________ 

 

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 

E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 

Membership Level: __ $10 Student  __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family        $___.__ 

 

The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website, 

www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00        $___.__ 

 

Magazine Subscriptions: 

PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 

 

Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00           $___.__ 

__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 

 

Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $32.95     $___.__ 

__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 

 

The Observer’s Handbook 2017* – $26.95 each 

From the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada.                                        $___.__ 

 

*The cutoff date for ordering The Observer’s Handbook 2016 is strictly December 19, 2016 at the Christmas Party.  Any money received after this date will 
be refunded.  As always, the P.O. Box will be checked before final payment is sent out. 

 

 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.__  

 

Please make all checks payable to: Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 

      P.O. Box 868 

      North Olmsted, OH 44070 

Club Use Only: 

Received: 

Cash/Check# ______ 
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Winter Dinner 2016 
Well, after some confusion and a scheduling screw-up by your vice president, we ended up having a great 
dinner at Mahle’s Restaurant on Monday December 19.  One couple was unfortunately unable to attend, 
but we did have some 46 who were able to attend and—I hope—had a great time!  Thank you to 
everyone who came out for our annual dinner. Btw, we have made reservations for next year also at 
Mahle’s. Please put Monday December 18, 2017 into your calendars!  That will again be the THIRD 
MONDAY OF THE MONTH!   

 
  

 

***** 
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 CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

LETHA HOUSE PROGRAMS FOR 2017 
 
 We have six public star parties planned at Letha House for the Medina County Park 
District in 2017.  The dates are: 
 --Saturday, May 27.  This will be a “Telescope Night” program starting at 8 p.m.  The 
public will be invited to bring their telescopes for help from CAA members in learning how to 
use them. 
 --Saturday, June 3, public star party starting at 9 p.m. 
 --Saturday, July 29, public star party starting at 9 p.m. 
 --Saturday, August 26, public star party starting at 9 p.m. 
 --Saturday, September 9, public star party starting at 8 p.m. 
 --Saturday, October 7, public star party starting at 8 p.m. 
 
 
 
Please note: 
 
In order to prevent a conflict with the solar eclipse this coming August, we have 
changed the date for our 2017 Annual Convention to Saturday, September 16 at Letha 
House. 
 
This will be a Moonless night with the Sun setting at 7:34 p.m., so there should be 
plenty of time for observing during the evening. 
 
--Bill 
  CAA President 
 

 

Speakers Scheduled at our 2017 meetings 
 
We now have speakers scheduled for January through April of next year! Looking like 2017 will be 
an exciting and informative year! 
 
January 9, 2017 
Unfortunately, our scheduled speaker has been called away to NASA Huntsville for a 
research meeting. We will have another speaker in his place!   
  
February 13, 2017 
Bryan Palaszewski, Research Scientist at NASA Glenn Research Center 
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"NASA and the Hubble Space Telescope" 

Since its launch in 1990, the Hubble Space Telescope has delivered 1000’s of astronomical 
images and other information to Earth, and has revolutionized all that we know about the 
Universe.   In the presentation, we will discuss the design and development of the telescope, its 
operations in space, and the vast sets of information and spectacular images that have allowed us 
to see the formation of stars, planets, and almost literally the beginnings of the Universe.    

March 13, 2017 

Matt Franduto, CAA Club Member 

"Arizona: Two Observatories and Two Holes in the Ground" 
or 
What do Kitt and Lowell Observatories have in common with Meteor Crater, and Grand 
Canyon? 
  
Club member and astrophotographer, Matt Franduto is taking a trip to Arizona and will 
be visiting two observatories and two large and famous depressions in the earth! His 
talk will be about these fascinating locations! 
  
April 10, 2017 
  
Steve Gallant, CAA Member 
"The Martians are Coming! - Astronomical Hoaxes and Panics."  
Club member Steve Gallant will discuss some of the great astronomical hoaxes, 
including the famous H.G. Wells "WAR OF THE WORLDS" radio broadcast of 1938! 
 
May 8, 2017 
Dave Watkins, CAA Member and Astrophotography Enthusiast 
“Solar and Planetary Imaging” 
From acquiring the images to final processing, club member Dave Watkins will walk 
us through the entire process! Types of cameras, how to attach to your telescope, and 
the software (often free!) for capturing, sorting, stacking, and sharpening! 
 
June 12, 2017 
CAA Annual Telescope Show and Tell.   
This presentation will feature various club members showing and discussing the 
telescopes they own and use.  This “show and tell” will be ideal for beginners and 
those who would like to own a telescope, but are not sure what type would be best for 
them! 
 
 

***** 
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Our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's Letha House Park, 
5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256. 
 

**** 

 

 Highlights of our January Skies 
 Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine and to Orion Telescopes & Binoculars for this brief list of 
what-to-see in January. —Bill Murmann. 

Venus High Point—On January 12, Venus will reach its greatest eastern elongation and be at its 
highest point above the western horizon.  Binoculars will provide a great view, or use a telescope to see 
the planet’s phase. 
 Early Morning Mercury—On January 19, Mercury will reach its greatest western elongation 
just before sunrise.  To catch a glimpse of Mercury, look above the eastern horizon just before sunrise, 
which will be at 7:49 a.m. 

Orion at its Best—Orion, the most prominent constellation during the winter, is high in the sky 
during January and February.  Check out M42, the great nebula visible as the middle star in Orion’s 
Sword.  Look for the Trapezium, the 4-star diamond-shaped system at the center of the nebula.  As we 
mentioned in our December newsletter, the coordinates are RA 05h 35.4m and DEC -05° 27´.  T hen 
look for M78, a fainter emission nebula to the north of Alnitak, the leftmost star in Orion’s Belt. 
 Hind’s Crimson Star and M79—Just south of Orion is the constellation Lepus, the Hare.  
Look for Hind’s Crimson Star, a red carbon star, to the right of Lepus at  RA 04h 59m and DEC -14 º 
48´.  Discoverer British astronomer J.R. Hind described it as “a red drop of blood” in the night sky.  
Below Lepus at RA 05h 24m and DEC -24 º 31´ 
 you can find M79, a winter globular cluster that is 41,000 light years from Earth. 
 Witch Head Nebula—If you like a challenge, see if you can see the famous Witch Head nebula 
to the right of Rigel, the bright white star that is the right foot of Orion.  The Witch Head is a faint 
reflection nebula at RA 05h 02m and DEC -07 º 54´ that is believed to be a remnant of an ancient supernova.
 It looks like a hazy grey patch through the scope.  In photos, however, it looks blue. Try seeing it without a filter. 
 Kemble’s Cascade—Use binoculars to see if you can spot this asterism in the polar constellation 
Camelopardalis.  Sky & Telescope columnist Gary Seronik say it looks like a waterfall or stair steps of 
8th or 9th magnitude stars with a 5th magnitude star in the middle.  At the eastern end of the cascade, you 
can find NGC 1502, a small cluster of about 45 stars is located at RA 04h 07m and DEC+62 º 19´.  
Kemble’s Cascade seems to flow into NGC 1502. 
 Nebulosity on Display—If you use binoculars or a wide-field scope, you should be able to see 
the “cloud” of nebulosity around the Pleiades open star cluster (M45) overhead near the constellation 
Taurus.  The Pleiades, located at RA 3h 47m 24sec and DEC +24° 07´, are currently moving through a 
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cloud of dust and gas.  Light from the star cluster is creating a reflection nebula.  When our own Sun 
was created over four billion years ago, it may have been part of an open star cluster like the Pleiades. 
  
 

*   *   * 

  

 

 
 

Club Members Photo Gallery 
 

A cool shot from our New York buddy, Stan Honda! Crescent moon and Venus over NYC
 and the Statue of Liberty!  Stan's photo has been selected to be an Astronomy Picture of the Day.

 
***** 
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 Miscellaneous Astronomy 
Free Program Jan. 19 
 
 The NASA/JPL Night Sky Network will offer a free live webinar for CAA and other member 
clubs at 9 p.m. on Wednesday, January19. 
 Dr. Laura Peticolas, a Senior Fellow at the Space Science Laboratory at the University of 
California Berkeley, will discuss the “Solar Eclipse 2017” during the webinar, which can be viewed on 
our home computers using a link that will be provided to CAA members. 
 Dr. Peticolas is Director of Multiverse, the Space Sciences Laboratory’s education group.  She is 
currently leading the Eclipse Megamovie project, a crowd-sourcing effort to collect and share eclipse 
images across the path of totality during the total eclipse of the Sun in the U.S. on August 21. 
  
 
 

Secretary’s Report 
There was no meeting in December and therefore no minutes to report. 

 

 Treasurer’s Report 

 

Suzi Dills, Acting Treasurer 

  CAA Financial Report 16-Dec Total
Beginning Bank Bal. 7,948.53
Beginning Petty Cash 501.40
Total Beginning Cash 8,449.93

Income - Bank
Memberships 205.00
Prepaid Magazine Subscriptions 34.00
Interest 0.06

Income - Petty Cash

Expenses - Bank
Magazine Expense 34.00

Expenses - Petty Cash

Net Bank 8,153.59
Net Petty Cash 501.40
Net Cash 8,654.99



 

 

Club Contacts 
 

President: 
Bill Murmann 440-572-0464
 murmann@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President and Newsletter Editor: 
Tim Campbell 216-316-7829 
 camtimothy@aol.com 
Acting Treasurer: Suzie Dills 440-670-1442
 suzieastro@yahoo.com 
Secretary: 
Ron Palcic       330-336-8286 
                   thematrix@neo.rr.com 
CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford 440-877-0372
 guilford.james@gmail.com 
 
Members at Large: 
Dave Nuti (216) 502-1706
 working212@sbcglobal.net 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872
 jay52757@yahoo.com 

Bob Wiersma (440) 409-1468
 rrw28141@gmail.com 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872
 jay52757@yahoo.com 
 
 

mailto:sgallant@prodigy.net
mailto:guilford.james@gmail.com
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