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 Editor’s Note 
Another month and soon it will be nice enough to go outside and do some lengthy 

observing! Until then, when clear, the February skies offer some fan favorites! Orion of course, 
and Jupiter, and Andromeda as well as the Double Cluster below Cassiopeia are all easy to find 
and interesting to see! 

The club now finally has a new Treasurer.  We are all relieved, especially Suzie!  She has 
done a superb job and now regular work must take precedence for her!  More from our president 
Bill Murmann on this development below! 

Board: We have a board meeting this month. Was supposed to be an emergency meeting to 
determine what to do about the Treasurer position, but now only secretary is open! 

Please keep sending in your own pics and thoughts!  Any suggestions for new features?  I 
am thinking of adding a MEMBERS’ COMMENTS section, so if you have a comment, please send 
it directly to my personal email: camtimothy@aol.com.  Put “CAA Comment” in the subject box! 

We knew that this was a big universe. Scientists in 2016 have concluded that it is even 
bigger than we thought!  Trillions of galaxies, trillions of trillions of stars, and who knows how 
many extraterrestrial astronomy clubs looking up (down?) at us!  Awesome!  
Keep looking up! 
Tim Campbell, Editor 

***** 

 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
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 News Notes for January 
 
From President Bill Murmann: 
 
New Treasurer Appointed 
 

Unfortunately, we were not able to elect a new treasurer during the biennial election at our 
November 2016 meeting because there were no candidates for the position. 

Under our bylaws, the CAA president has the authority to make appointments to fill executive 
office vacancies. 

And I’m happy to announce that I am appointing Ron Palcic to be our CAA treasurer for the 
2017-2018 officers’ term. 
 Ron, who was elected club secretary at our November meeting, has agreed to resign from the 
secretary’s position to serve as our treasurer. 

Many thanks to him for agreeing to fill this important position.  And many thanks also to our 
former treasurer Suzie Dills, who agreed to temporarily stay in office for an extra two months to help our 
club.  –Bill Murmann, President 
 
New Secretary Needed 
 
 With Secretary Ron Palcic’s resignation to serve as our treasurer, we are looking for a volunteer 
to serve as our new secretary. The club secretary is one of our executive officers who helps conduct club 
business. 

He or she is responsible for attending our board meetings and our monthly club meetings, for 
taking minutes at the meetings, for keeping our membership and subscription records, and for sending 
letters to help solicit the donation of prizes for our annual convention. 

If you would like to help our club by serving as secretary, please contact President Bill Murmann 
by e-mail or by calling (440) 572-0464. 
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 CAA Membership Form 
2017 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

  

Date: __/__/__ 

Name:________________________________________________________Address:______________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________ State:__ ______ Zip Code: ________ 

Phone:_________________ E-Mail:¬_________________________________ 

 

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 

E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 

Membership Level: __ $10 Student  __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family        $___.__ 

 

The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website, 

www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00        $___.__ 

 

Magazine Subscriptions: 

PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 

 

Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00           $___.__ 

__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 

 

Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $32.95     $___.__ 

__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 

 

The Observer’s Handbook 2017* – $26.95 each 

From the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada.                                        $ ___.__ 

 

*The cutoff date for ordering The Observer’s Handbook 2016 is strictly December 19, 2016 at the Christmas Party.  Any money received after this date will 
be refunded.  As always, the P.O. Box will be checked before final payment is sent out. 

 

 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.__  

 

Please make all checks payable to: Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 

      P.O. Box 868 

      North Olmsted, OH 44070 

Club Use Only: 

Received: 

Cash/Check# ______ 
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 CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

LETHA HOUSE PROGRAMS FOR 2017 
 
 We have six public star parties planned at Letha House for the Medina County Park 
District in 2017.  The dates are: 
 --Saturday, May 27.  This will be a “Telescope Night” program starting at 8 p.m.  The 
public will be invited to bring their telescopes for help from CAA members in learning how to 
use them. 
 --Saturday, June 3, public star party starting at 9 p.m. 
 --Saturday, July 29, public star party starting at 9 p.m. 
 --Saturday, August 26, public star party starting at 9 p.m. 
 --Saturday, September 9, public star party starting at 8 p.m. 
 --Saturday, October 7, public star party starting at 8 p.m. 
 
 
 
Please note: 
 
In order to prevent a conflict with the solar eclipse this coming August, we have 
changed the date for our 2017 Annual Convention to Saturday, September 16 at Letha 
House. 
 
This will be a Moonless night with the Sun setting at 7:34 p.m., so there should be 
plenty of time for observing during the evening. 
 
--Bill 
  CAA President 
 

 

Speakers Scheduled for 2017 
 
We now have speakers scheduled for January through June! Looking like 2017 will be an exciting 
and informative year! 
 
Many many thanks to Jay Reynolds for stepping in when our January speaker was unable to make 
it!  Jay gave an extremely informative and really too short talk on NASA’s current outflying 
missions! 
 
February 13, 2017 
Bryan Palaszewski, Research Scientist at NASA Glenn Research Center 
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"NASA and the Hubble Space Telescope" 

Since its launch in 1990, the Hubble Space Telescope has delivered 1000’s of astronomical 
images and other information to Earth, and has revolutionized all that we know about the 
Universe.   In the presentation, we will discuss the design and development of the telescope, its 
operations in space, and the vast sets of information and spectacular images that have allowed us 
to see the formation of stars, planets, and almost literally the beginnings of the Universe.    

March 13, 2017 

Matt Franduto, CAA Club Member 

"Arizona: Two Observatories and Two Holes in the Ground" 
or 
What do Kitt and Lowell Observatories have in common with Meteor Crater, and Grand 
Canyon? 
  
Club member and astrophotographer, Matt Franduto is taking a trip to Arizona and will 
be visiting two observatories and two large and famous depressions in the earth! His 
talk will be about these fascinating locations! 
  
April 10, 2017 
  
Steve Gallant, CAA Member 
"The Martians are Coming! - Astronomical Hoaxes and Panics."  
Club member Steve Gallant will discuss some of the great astronomical hoaxes, 
including the famous H.G. Wells "WAR OF THE WORLDS" radio broadcast of 1938! 
 
May 8, 2017 
Dave Watkins, CAA Member and Astrophotography Enthusiast 
“Solar and Planetary Imaging” 
From acquiring the images to final processing, club member Dave Watkins will walk 
us through the entire process! Types of cameras, how to attach to your telescope, and 
the software (often free!) for capturing, sorting, stacking, and sharpening! 
 
June 12, 2017 
CAA Annual Telescope Show and Tell.   
This presentation will feature various club members showing and discussing the 
telescopes they own and use.  This “show and tell” will be ideal for beginners and 
those who would like to own a telescope, but are not sure what type would be best for 
them! 
 
 

***** 
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Our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's Letha House Park, 
5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256. 
 

**** 

 

 Highlights of our February Skies 
 Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine and to Orion Telescopes & Binoculars for this brief list of 
what-to-see in February. —Bill Murmann. 

Comet 45P—During mid- and late-February greenish Comet 45P should be visible to sharp-eyed 
observers using binoculars or a wide-field scope.  By mid-February, it will rise before midnight.  Look 
to the west of the Keystone in the constellation Hercules.  The Moon will make spotting the comet 
challenging.  One observer cited in Sky & Telescope said he had good results using a “Swan band” filter 
on his scope. 

M81 and M82—Use a telescope to spot these bright galaxies off and above the leading edge of 
the Big Dipper.  This pair of galaxies are interacting.  M82, known as the “Cigar Galaxy,” is an active 
starburst galaxy that is shooting a huge high-energy jet off into space. 
 Pleiades—This beautiful open cluster also known as M45 will be high in the sky during 
February.  U se astronomical binoculars 50mm or larger, or low-power on a wide field scope like the 
Astroscan for best view. 
 Hubble’s Variable Nebula—If you like a challenge, see if you can observe this 9th magnitude 
nebula—also known as NGC2261—in the constellation Monoceros. It will be a pinpoint of light with 
large binoculars.  This faint reflection nebula varies in size and brightness due to changes in the star 
buried in its nebulosity.  Look for it a RA 6h 39min and DEC +8° 45´if you have an equatorial mount. 
 Winter Star Clusters—Look for M41 an open star cluster just below bright Sirius the Dog Star 
to the east of the constellation Orion.  Other Messier clusters visible during the winter include  M46 
and M47 in the constellation Puppis, and M36, M37, and M38 in the constellation Auriga. 
 Colors in Gemini—Sky & Telescope author Ken Hewitt-White suggests using 7 x 50 binoculars 
or a wide-field scope on low power to see the colors in the constellation Gemini.  Starting at the top, 
you’ll find blue-tinged white Castor, and golden Pollux, the heads of the Twins.  Use Sky & Telescope’s 
“Pocket Sky Atlas” to identify other stars as you move down along the constellation.  Wasat is 
cream-colored, Mekbuda is straw-yellow, Alhena is snow-white, and Mebsuta, Tejat, and Propus are all 
orange. 
 Carbon Star—Sky & Telescope columnist Sue French suggests taking a look during the winter 
at R Leporis (Hind’s Crimson Star) in the constellation Lepus, which is located below the much more 
prominent constellation Orion.  Variable star R Leporis is located to the southwest below bright Rigel.  
Its distinctive color is described as smoky red.  If you have an equatorial mount, look for it at RA 04h 
59m 36s and DEC -14º 48' 22". 
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 Pazmino’s Cluster—If you are looking at the famous Double Cluster in Perseus, shift left to 
view Pazmino’s Cluster located about halfway to Kemble’s Cascade.  This open cluster, also known as 
Stock 23, contains about 25 stars, two of which are noticeably yellow.  With an equatorial mount you 
can find the cluster at RA 03h 16.2m and DEC +60 02. 

 
 

 

*   *   * 

  

 

 
 

Club Members Photo Gallery 
Couple of cool shots from Alan Studt! 

 
Crescent Moon with Earthshine 

2 shots combined 
1200mm 

Nikon D810 
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Crescent Moon with Venus and an aircraft 

Single shot 
300mm 

Nikon D810 

***** 

 

 

 

 

 Miscellaneous Astronomy 
Information and Contacts provided by Bill Murmann 

Citizen Science—Juno Mission 

 NASA is looking for citizen scientists to help process visible-light raw images of Jupiter’s clouds 
currently being taken by its Juno orbiter during a year-long mission to investigate Jupiter during 
close-up polar orbits that skim the giant planet’s cloud tops. 

 Volunteers who participate in the Junocam Project can download raw images of Jupiter’s 
clouds that they can process with image-editing software of their choosing and then send back for use 
by NASA. 

 CAA members who would like to help with the Juno project can click on this website for 
further information: https://www.missionjuno.swri.edu/junocam. 

https://www.missionjuno.swri.edu/junocam
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Free Astronomy Webinar Feb. 15 

 

 The NASA/JPL Night Sky Network will offer a free live webinar for CAA and other member 
clubs at 9 p.m. on Wednesday, February 15. 

 Infrared astronomer and physicist Dr. Dana Backman, manager of the SETI Institute’s airborne 
telescope SOFIA Mission, will discuss “Astronomy From the Stratosphere” during the webinar, which 
can be viewed on our home computers using a link that will be provided to CAA members through our 
private e-mail system. 

 

 

Secretary’s Report 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Meeting 

January 9, 2017 

6:30 p.m. 

 

Board Meeting: First on the agenda was the need to fill the treasurer’s position. After much discussion, 
it was agreed that Suzie Dills will provide a list of duties she currently performs. A special Board meeting 
is scheduled for next month to evaluate and possibly reassign some of the duties where applicable. Jay 
Reynolds discussed his work relating to the club sponsoring a Solar Eclipse program at Edgewater Park 
or possibly Lakewood Park. The Board also agreed to participate in the Lakewood Summer Solstice 
program if the City of Lakewood plans to sponsor the event. Ideas were discussed about ways to 
enhance the Annual Convention. The continuation of providing Library programs was also discussed.  

Presentation: At 7:30 p.m., CAA member Jay Reynolds presented an informative program about NASA’s 
missions to Pluto and Ceres. 

After the talk and break President Bill Murmann called the business meeting to order. 

Treasurer’s Report:  We have $8,153.59 and $501.40 in cash, for a total of $8,654.99. 

Secretary’s Report:  Nothing to report since no meeting was held in December 
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President’s Report:  This year is the 60th anniversary of the club which was established in 1957. 
Currently we do not have an elected Treasurer. Suzie Dills agreed to stay on for two months. A list of 
duties will be published to help members that may be interested. Contact Bill Murmann if interested in 
the position. A free webinar program will be available Wed Jan 18th at 9:00 pm. Dr. Laura Peticolas of 
the Space Science Laboratory will discuss “The Solar Eclipse 2017”. A link will be provided to CAA 
members. CAA has been invited to participate in the Science Night Program at Avon Lake on March 9th 
from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Our first program of the year at Letha House will be Sat May 27th @ 8:00 p.m. The 
public is invited to bring their telescopes for CAA members help in the use of their scopes. We’ll also 
have a member’s telescope night at our meeting on Mon June 12th at 7:30. The 2017 Solar Eclipse was 
discussed during the Board meeting. The possibility of CAA participating in programs at Edgewater Park 
or Lakewood City Park was discussed. The CAA Annual Convention will be held Sat Sept 16th at Letha 
House. The possibility of having a speaker along with the cookout and raffle is being discussed by the 
Board. We are getting new insurance this year. Jay Reynolds has inventoried and provided an 
estimated value of the club’s astronomical assets and replacement value for the building insurance 
coverage. The club is required to carry $1 million liability coverage by the Medina County Park District 
and the Cleveland Metro Park District due to the public programs the club provides. As the weather 
changes and star parties begin, please be mindful of green laser etiquette. As a reminder, when at Letha 
House, please park your cars facing south so as to not interfere with others observing when leaving.  

Vice President’s Report:  Forty three members and their families were in attendance for the 2016 
Winter Dinner. The 2017 Winter Dinner has been confirmed for the third Monday in December. Thank 
you Jay Reynolds for providing tonight’s presentation with only a two day notice. Next month Bryan 
Palaszewski, Research Scientist at NASA Glenn Research Center will give a presentation “NASA and 
the Hubble Space Telescope”. Speakers are currently lined up through June. 

Library Committee Report:  No library committee at this time. The Parma Library has requested the 
club to provide a Solar Eclipse Program. The Board is currently discussing whether to continue 
providing library programs.  

Observatory Report: Nothing to report. 

Old Business: None 

New Business: None 

Observations:  Clouds. Nancy Whisler shared an article from the newspaper that an astronomy park 
will be built at Hocking Hills State Park in the future.  

The meeting was brought to a close by President Bill Murmann. 

Ron Palcic, Secretary 
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 Treasurer’s Report 

CAA Financial Report Jan-17 
Beginning Bank Bal. 8,153.59 
Beginning Petty Cash 501.40 
Total Beginning Cash 8,654.99 
  
Income - Bank  
Memberships 130.00 
Observer Subscription 26.95 
Interest 0.08 
Cash Transfer 317.00 
  
Income - Petty Cash  
Donations 25.19 
Membership 160.00 
Observer Subscription 53.90 
Misc. 25.00 
  
Expenses - Bank  
CAA Newsletter & Copies 42.37 
Annual P.O.Box Rental 130.00 
  
Expenses - Petty Cash  
Refreshments 24.00 
Cash Transfer 317.00 
Postage  
  
Net Bank 8,455.25 
Net Petty Cash 424.49 
Net Cash 8,879.74 
  
  
 

Suzie Dills, Acting Treasurer 

  



 

 

Club Contacts 
 

President: 
Bill Murmann 440-572-0464
 murmann@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President and Newsletter Editor: 
Tim Campbell 216-316-7829 
 camtimothy@aol.com 
Treasurer: Ron Palcic 330-336-8286  
 thematrix@neo.rr.com  
Secretary: Office Vacant 
CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford 440-877-0372
 guilford.james@gmail.com 
 
Members at Large: 
Dave Nuti (216) 502-1706
 working212@sbcglobal.net 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872
 jay52757@yahoo.com 

Bob Wiersma (440) 409-1468
 rrw28141@gmail.com 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872
 jay52757@yahoo.com 
 
 

mailto:guilford.james@gmail.com
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