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MEMBER OF NASA / JPL

Editor’s Note

Finally, Spring! The winter in Northeast Ohio was for the most part pretty mild. Let’s hope that
Spring brings warm air and clear skies!

March was an interesting month for the club and looks like we have a number of interesting
programs coming up!

In this issue, we have coverage of our participation in Avon Heritage Middle School’s annual
Science Night on March 9. We have been going out there and introducing astronomy to the children—
and often to their parents as well—for that past six years. It is a good time and I think a valuable
outreach!

Please keep sending in your own pics and thoughts!  Any suggestions for new features?  I am
thinking of adding a MEMBERS’ COMMENTS section, so if you have a comment, please send it
directly to my personal email: camtimothy@aol.com.  Put “CAA Comment” in the subject box! So far,
I have received ZERO comments!

How about a “trade and sell” section? I seem to recall that in past years we offered such a
section. Tell you what, if anyone wishes to sell or trade their astronomical gear, please put together a
sales blurb and send it in. If I receive such material, I will create the section!

Articles would also be very very welcome. This is YOUR club and YOUR Observer; come on
and participate; the water is fine!

Keep looking up!

Tim Campbell, Editor

http://www.cuyastro.org
mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
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News Notes for April

President’s Comments

Astronomy Day.  We have been invited to participate in the Astronomy Day program at the
Cleveland Museum of Natural History on Saturday, April 29.

This will be an event lasting most of the day.  CAA will join other groups setting up displays
inside the museum.  We will have several tables that we can use for presenting information about
astronomy and our club.  We can bring in telescopes, books, photos, and star maps, etc. for display.

A number of members have offered to join me at the museum to help with the program.  Many
thanks to them!  As soon as I have further program details from the museum staff, I’ll send it out by
our club e-mail.

Observing Permits.  The saga of our annual Observing Permits continues.  Both the Cleveland
Metroparks and the Medina County Park District have decided this year to change the way the permits
are issued and how they work.

The Cleveland Metroparks wants their Rangers to have an easy way to identify a variety of
groups and individuals who have permission to be in the parks after hours.  They are currently trying to
determine the best way to do that.

Our friends in the Medina County Park District are considering issuing a 5-year Observing
Permit for our club instead of the current 1-year permits.  However, we cannot pass out 5-year permits
to our members because they could be misused.

I’ve suggested to both park systems that we use wallet-size annual member ID cards with an
expiration date that can be issued to CAA members and that can serve as proof for park rangers and
sheriff’s deputies that we have permission to be in the parks after hours.  We have a supply of member
ID cards on hand that we can use.

This is still a work in progress, however. I hope it will be resolved soon.

Membership.  I’m happy to note that we currently have about 100 members who hopefully are
enjoying the observing opportunities, programs, and social activities we offer.

Please make sure that your membership dues are up to date. Our liability insurance and our
Observing Permits are good for paid-up members only.  If you have any questions about your
membership status, please contact our Treasurer Ron Palcic.
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Warm Weather.  With the change of seasons, we are looking forward to public star parties, the
Summer Solstice, the solar eclipse, personal observing opportunities with our great observatory
equipment, our Annual Convention, and perhaps even a picnic or two.  Hope you can participate!  Best
wishes and clear skies!—Bill Murmann, President

CAA Membership Form
2017 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form

Date: __/__/__

Name:________________________________________________________Address:______________________________________________________

City:_____________________________ State:__ ______ Zip Code: ________

Phone:_________________ E-Mail:¬_________________________________

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR

E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING?

Membership Level: __ $10 Student  __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family        $___.__

The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website,

www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00        $___.__

Magazine Subscriptions:

PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING

Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00 $___.__

__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________

Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $32.95 $___.__

__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________

The Observer’s Handbook 2017* – $26.95 each

From the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada.                                        $___.__

*The cutoff date for ordering The Observer’s Handbook 2016 is strictly December 19, 2016 at the Christmas Party.  Any money received after this date
will be refunded.  As always, the P.O. Box will be checked before final payment is sent out.

 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.__

Please make all checks payable to: Cuyahoga Astronomical Association

P.O. Box 868

North Olmsted, OH 44070

Club Use Only:

Received:

Cash/Check# ______

www.cuyastro.org
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CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS

LETHA HOUSE PROGRAMS FOR 2017

We have six public star parties planned at Letha House for the Medina County Park District
in 2017.  The dates are:

--Saturday, May 27.  This will be a “Telescope Night” program starting at 8 p.m.  The public
will be invited to bring their telescopes for help from CAA members in learning how to use them.

--Saturday, June 3, public star party starting at 9 p.m.
--Saturday, July 29, public star party starting at 9 p.m.
--Saturday, August 26, public star party starting at 9 p.m.
--Saturday, September 9, public star party starting at 8 p.m.
--Saturday, October 7, public star party starting at 8 p.m.

Annual Convention

In order to prevent a conflict with the solar eclipse this coming August, we have changed
the date for our 2017 Annual Convention to Saturday, September 16 at Letha House.

This will be a Moonless night with the Sun setting at 7:34 p.m., so there should be plenty of
time for observing during the evening.  We have also coordinated our convention date with
the convention dates for other clubs to avoid conflicts.

Speakers Scheduled for 2017

April 10, 2017
Steve Gallant, CAA Member
"The Martians are Coming! - Astronomical Hoaxes and Panics."
Club member Steve Gallant will discuss some of the great astronomical hoaxes, including
the famous H.G. Wells "WAR OF THE WORLDS" radio broadcast of 1938!

May 8, 2017
Dave Watkins, CAA Member and Astrophotography Enthusiast

“Solar and Planetary Imaging”
From acquiring the images to final processing, club member Dave Watkins will walk us
through the entire process! Types of cameras, how to attach to your telescope, and the
software (often free!) for capturing, sorting, stacking, and sharpening!
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June 12, 2017
CAA Annual Telescope Show and Tell.
This presentation will feature various club members showing and discussing the telescopes
they own and use.  This “show and tell” will be ideal for beginners and those who would like
to own a telescope, but are not sure what type would be best for them!

July 10, 2017—To Be Announced.

August 14, 2017
Tom Benson, Senior Aeronautical Engineer at NASA Glenn Research Center
“GEMINI, THE FORGOTTEN MIDDLE CHILD OF THE AMERICAN RACE TO THE
MOON!”
Dr. Benson, an engineer with NASA for more than 40 years, will discuss the Gemini
Program, NASA’s two-man capsule that succeeded Mercury and preceded Apollo!

*****

Highlights of our April Skies

Highlights of Our April Skies

Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine and to Orion Telescopes & Binoculars for this brief
list of what-to-see in April. —by Bill Murmann.

*   *   *

Jupiter at Opposition—Giant Jupiter is at its brightest when it reaches opposition on April 7
and will remain well-positioned for observing with its Galilean Moons high in the southern sky
throughout April and May.  Jupiter in the scope will be 44 to 41 arc seconds wide throughout April and
May.

Double Crater—On April 6, with north up on the waxing Moon, see if you can find the 9-mile
wide concentric crater “Hesiodus A” near the terminator at the southern end of Mare Nubium.  This
crater is an almost perfect ring within a ring.  Lunar experts are not sure how Hesiodus A was created
with such precision.

Lyrid Meteor Shower—The annual Lyrid meteor shower is expected to be at its peak on the
early morning of Saturday, April 22.  Observers with good skies can expect to see 12 to 20 meteors per
hour travelling at about 110,000 mph.  Look toward Vega and the constellation Lyra starting around
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midnight.  The Lyrids are one of the oldest known meteor showers dating back in records for 2,700
years.  They are the debris-trail product of Comet Thatcher, a long-period comet last seen in 1861 and
not expected again until the year 2276—which is plenty of time to reserve a spot at Letha House!

Saturn Rising—At the end of April by 11:30 p.m. Saturn will clear the horizon, shining during
the early morning hours between midnight and dawn.  Saturn’s rings will be tilted at 26 degrees from
edgewise, nearly at their maximum.

Vanishing Act—Look to the center-left in the middle of the constellation Corona Borealis to
see the strange star R Cor Bor, a variable star that can shine at near naked-eye visibility for years and
then suddenly fade to magnitude 14 or even fainter before brightening again.  R Cor Bor’s disappearing
act is believed to be caused by a temporary buildup of carbon soot in the star’s atmosphere.

Beehive Cluster—Look in the constellation Cancer near the ecliptic to see M44, the beautiful
Beehive Cluster.  You can often spot it naked-eye under good skies, but binoculars or a small telescope
will show about 1,000 stars of various magnitudes.  Two planets were discovered around stars in the
Beehive in 2012.  Ancient Chinese astronomers thought of M44 as a “pile of corpses” linked to a
monster.  “Beehive” sounds better.

Regulus Surprise—Steady binoculars or a small telescope will show the bright star Regulus in
the constellation Leo as a double star.  One star is 1st magnitude while its companion is only 8th

magnitude.  Regulus, however, is actually composed of four stars in two pairs of doubles.  If you have
a large scope, see how many you can split.

*   *   *

Our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's Letha House Park, 5800 Richman
Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256.

Club Members Photo Gallery

The Club participated in Avon Heritage Middle School’s Annual Science Night on March 9. A fun
time and we did some good astronomy outreach to the children and their parents!

Many thanks to Suzie Dills, Tim Campbell, Kai Getrost, Nora Mishey, Steve & Gail Korylak, and Bill
Murmann for their time and effort!  Next year’s Science Night program is planned for Thursday, March
8, 2018.  (See photos below.)
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Miscellaneous Astronomy

Citizen Science—Help Monitor Comet’s Coma

The Planetary Science Institute is looking for help from amateur astronomers to get high-quality
images of periodic comet 41P/Tuttle-Giacobini-Kresak.

Comet T-G-K as it is being called passed near Earth at 0.14 a.u. on March 27.  It will sail
through the northern sky near the lip of the Big Dipper’s bowl and then past the Little Dipper’s bowl
and the head of Draco in April, travelling past Vega and through Hercules in May.

The comet may reach 5th or 6th magnitude and then fade in June to 8-12th magnitude. Scientists
at the Planetary Science Institute hope that images taken by amateur astronomers can help provide
continuous monitoring of fast-changing activity in Comet T-G-K’s inner coma.

CAA members who are interested in helping with this project can find further information and
how to join the project at: www.psi.edu/41P45P46P.

www.psi.edu/41P45P46P
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Free Webinar April 19—Remote Sensing From the ISS

The NASA/JPL Night Sky Network will offer a free webinar for CAA and other member clubs
at 9 p.m. on Wednesday, April 19.

The hour-long live presentation will be about remote sensing from the International Space
Station (ISS) and can be viewed on our home computers through a link that will be posted to members
on our club e-mail list.

The program will be presented by staff from the Earth Observing Lab at NASA’s Johnson
Space Center.

Secretary’s Report
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Meeting

February 13, 2017

6:30 p.m.

Board Meeting: Potential future speakers for programs were discussed. The member directory is
going to be updated to reflect current members and to remove those that are no longer members. The
dual signatures for bank withdrawals is not possible with the current bank but other options such as
instant/e-mail alerts and regular account balance inspection were proposed. Requests have been
made for a club presence at Astronomy Day for the Natural History Museum on April 29th, Parma
Library for an eclipse program, and Beachwood Library for a moon program. The Astronomy Day
relies on if volunteers are available and the worth of being there due to low traffic in past years.
Focusing on Edgewater eclipse program and inviting Parma Library patrons was a general consensus
instead of splitting the club. Medina and Cleveland Metroparks permits were discussed. Cost for Sun-
viewers for eclipse programs was quoted at about 25 cents/piece and a limited number may be
available from CAS. Further viewers would need to come out of the club budget and though attempts
should be made to provide the general public with viewers, as many viewers that can be recollected
during events would assist in supply costs and availability. Additional options for star gazing pamphlet
printing and their costs were examined.

Presentation: Club member Matt Franduto gave a talk about his trip to the Kitt & Lowell
Observatories, Meteor Crater, and the Grand Canyon along with some insight into astrophotography.

After the break President Bill Murmann called the business meeting to order.

Treasurer’s Report:  We have $7,341.99 and $470.42 in cash, for a total of $7,812.41.
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Secretary’s Report: None, due to new office holder.

President’s Report: Trent Gerling volunteered and was appointed as club Secretary. The club
liability insurance has been settled to a three-year fixed rate of $1098/yr. A five-year observing permit
for Medina parks is being drafted and also waiting on submitted paperwork for Cleveland Metroparks
permit to finalize. Alternative locations in Medina parks will be looked into including Medina Ridge and
Wolf Creek. Our first public star party will be May 27th at Letha House. Recognition was given for
participation of club members in several events including the Science Night at Avon Middle School on
March 9th. The annual convention will be held Sat Sept 16th at Letha House.

Vice President’s Report: April 10th - Club member Steve Gallant will present a talk entitled “The
Martians are Coming – Astronomical Hoaxes and Panics.”

Library Committee Report:  No library committee at this time. Requests from Parma Library for an
eclipse program and Beachwood Library for a moon program.

Observatory Report: None.

Old Business: None.

New Business: Possibility of club presence at the Museum of Natural History for their upcoming
Astronomy Day event.

Observations:  Multiple club members discussed the benefits of observing through binoculars such
as the quick setup in the colder months and the depth perception factor. The Orion Nebula, Venus,
and several deep sky objects were viewed at Letha House by club members.

The meeting was brought to a close by President Bill Murmann.

Trent Gerling, Secretary



Treasurer’s Report

CAA Financial Report Mar-17
Beginning Bank Bal. 7,341.99
Beginning Petty Cash 470.42
Total Beginning Cash 7,812.41

Income - Bank
Memberships 130.00
Interest 0.06

Income - Petty Cash
Donations 17.77
Membership 80.00

Expenses - Bank
CAA Newsletter & Copies 48.92

Expenses - Petty Cash
Refreshments 27.20
Postage 5.85

Net Bank 7,423.13
Net Petty Cash 535.14
Net Cash 7,958.27

Ron Palcic,

Treasurer

Club Contacts

President:

Bill Murmann 440-572-0464
murmann@sbcglobal.net

Vice President and Newsletter Editor:

Tim Campbell 216-316-7829
camtimothy@aol.com

Treasurer: Ron Palcic 330-336-8286

thematrix@neo.rr.com

Secretary: Trent Gerling 407-883-6597

hlfr7@yahoo.com

CAA Webmaster:

Jim Guilford 440-877-0372
guilford.james@gmail.com

Members at Large:

Dave Nuti (216) 502-1706
working212@sbcglobal.net

Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872
jay52757@yahoo.com

Bob Wiersma (440) 409-1468
rrw28141@gmail.com

Observatory Director:

Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872
jay52757@yahoo.com

Hospitality:

Rich & Nancy Whisler
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