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 Editor’s Note 
Ok, August is shaping up to be an incredible month for us amateur astronomers and we 

have lots to bring to you in this issue of the Observer!  
Our speaker this month (August 14 meeting) will be Tom Benson from NASA. He will be 

telling us all about Gemini, the “forgotten middle child of the American Space Program”! These 
two-man capsules helped with the transition from the one-man capsules (Mercury) to the 
three-man (Apollo). We did not get to the Moon without all three programs! 

New Club Secretary! Trevor Braun returns to take over the club secretary position.  Our 
president will fill you in on the details! 

Pics from Dave Watkins! He makes the Members Photo Gallery light up!   
Lots of stuff in the “Miscellaneous Astronomy” section.  In fact, lots of stuff throughout 

this issue! Please enjoy!   
And again, please start sending in your own pics and thoughts!  Any suggestions for new 

features?  I am thinking of adding a MEMBERS’ COMMENTS section, so if you have a 
comment, please send it directly to my personal email: camtimothy@aol.com.  Put “CAA 
Comment” in the subject box! So far, I have received ZERO comments!   

How about a “trade and sell” section? I seem to recall that in past years we offered such a 
section. Tell you what, if anyone wishes to sell or trade their astronomical gear, please put together 
a sales blurb and send it in. If I receive such material, I will create the section! 
 Articles would also be very welcome. This is YOUR club and YOUR Observer; come on 
and participate; the water is fine! 

Keep looking up! 
Tim Campbell, Editor 

***** 

 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
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 News Notes for August 
 
President’s Comments: 

New Club Secretary: 

Many thanks to member Trevor Braun, who has volunteered to be our club 
Secretary.  Under the provisions of our CAA Bylaws, I am appointing him to this 
position to replace Trent Gerling. 
 
Trevor has been a member of the CAA Board and has held elected office as club 
treasurer in the past. He will bring experience to his board position and will hold 
office for the remainder of this year and during 2018 until our next biennial 
election in November 2018. 
 
       Letha House Star Party.   Our next public star party for the Medina County 
Park District will be held at our Letha House observatory site starting at 9 p.m. on 
Saturday, August 26.  As usual, help and telescopes will be appreciated.  
Please join us if you can. 
 Solar Eclipse.  Our club will offer a solar eclipse program in Edgewater 
Park starting about noon on Monday, August 21.  Our Observatory Director Jay 
Reynolds is planning this event and will provide details.  Please help with this 
event if you can.  Scopes equipped with solar filters will be greatly appreciated. 
 Wolf Creek Solar Eclipse.  Our club will help the Medina County Park 
District with a solar eclipse program at Wolf Creek Environmental Center, which is 
located at 6100 Ridge Road in Sharon Center, OH.  Bill & Carol Lee and Dave 
Watson will be representing CAA for this activity. 
         Observing Permits.  As mentioned previously, our 2017 CAA membership 
cards for paid-up members are now considered official “observing permits” for 
after-hours star gazing by the Cleveland Metroparks and the Medina County Park 
District. 
Your current CAA membership card can be picked up from Treasurer Ron Palcic 
at our monthly meetings at Rocky River Nature Center. 
 After-Hours Observing Rules.  When observing after-hours, please 
remember to follow the respective park rules.  The Medina County Park District 
and Cleveland Metroparks both require that Park Rangers be notified in advance 
when we plan to use the parks after hours for star gazing. 



 
August 2017                                                                       _Volume 46 Issue 8 

3 of 13 

For Letha House, contact Medina County Park District Chief Ranger David 
Swinehart at (330) 722-9364, or by e-mail at dswinehart@medinco.org.  Or, 
notify the Medina County Sheriff’s Department at (330) 725-6631. 
For the Cleveland Metroparks, call the Ranger Headquarters 24/7 at (440) 
331-5530.  Remember to display your CAA membership on the driver’s side 
dash when you park your car for after-hour observing.—Bill Murmann  
 
Public Star Party: 

We had one of our most successful public star parties for the Medina County Park District 
last night (July 29) at Letha House.  I don't have an exact count, but I think 100 or more 
guests came for the event under great clear skies and mild temperatures.  The parking lot 
was full.  Lots of young families came with children, many of whom got their first look at 
the Moon, Jupiter, Saturn, and other objects through a telescope. 
 
Many thanks to all who helped!  Observatory Director Jay Reynolds had a busy night 
showing the night sky with our 12-inch and 8-inch scopes.  Education Director Nora 
Mishey spent the whole evening in the building, talking with folks about her educational 
astronomy displays, sharing home-baked cookies, and discussing our club.  Three platters 
of Nora's cookies quickly disappeared. 
 
We had 14 scopes at the event.  Two of them were brought by nonmembers who 
hopefully will join our club.  I was busy during the evening talking with people and 
showing the Moon with my scope, so I may not have a complete list of members who 
helped.  If I missed anyone, please let me know. 
 
A big thank you for helping to VP Tim Campbell, Bob Wiersma, Jim Guilford, Alan 
Studt, Rich & Nancy Whisler, Bill & Carol Lee, Carl Kudrna, Dave Nuti, Chris Christie, 
Bruce Lane, Jay Reynolds, Nora Mishey, and me.  If you were there and I missed you, 
please let me know. 
 
Thanks again everyone! 
 
And extra thanks to Dave Nuti who provided a pot of fresh-brewed coffee and cups for our 
guests.  The coffee quickly disappeared! 
 
NEW MEMBERS: 
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On behalf of our club and officers, I'd like to offer a big welcome to three new members who 
joined CAA this month:  Gail Wurstner, Ronald Nyari, and Craig Corrigan! Welcome! 
 
--Bill Murmann 
  CAA President 
 

 

*  *  *  
  

 CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

LETHA HOUSE PROGRAMS FOR 2017 
 
 We have six public star parties planned at Letha House for the Medina County Park 
District in 2017.  The dates are: 
 --Saturday, May 27.  This will be a “Telescope Night” program starting at 8 p.m.  The 
public will be invited to bring their telescopes for help from CAA members in learning how to 
use them. 
 --Saturday, June 3, public star party starting at 9 p.m. 
 --Saturday, July 29, public star party starting at 9 p.m. 
 --Saturday, August 26, public star party starting at 9 p.m. 
 --Saturday, September 9, public star party starting at 8 p.m. 
 --Saturday, October 7, public star party starting at 8 p.m. 
 
 
 
Please note: 
 
In order to prevent a conflict with the solar eclipse this coming August, we have 
changed the date for our 2017 Annual Convention to Saturday, September 16 at Letha 
House. 
 
This will be a Moonless night with the Sun setting at 7:34 p.m., so there should be 
plenty of time for observing during the evening. 
  
 

 

Speakers Scheduled for August through December, 2017 
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August 14, 2017 
Tom Benson, Senior Aeronautical Engineer at NASA Glenn Research Center 
“GEMINI, THE FORGOTTEN MIDDLE CHILD OF THE AMERICAN RACE TO THE 
MOON!” 
Doctor Benson, an engineer with NASA for more than 40 years, will discuss the 
Gemini Program, NASA’s two-man capsule that succeeded Mercury and preceded 
Apollo! 
 
September 11, 2017 
Jay Reynolds, Astronomy Instructor at Cleveland State University and Club Member 
“End of the Cassini Mission”  
Jay will discuss the final chapter in one of NASA’s most successful interplanetary 
missions: Cassini. This mission visited Jupiter and Saturn, returning amazing photos 
and reams of data that will take years to analyze and understand!  
 
October 9, 2017 

Kai Getrost, Club member 
“New Horizon’s Next Target: The Kuiper Belt” 
Club member Kai Getrost will discuss and show pics of his trip to Argentina as 
part of a 50-team effort to observe and photograph a rare event, a Kuiper Belt 
Object occultation—passing in front of stars. This gives a wealth of data for 
astronomers to study to prepare for the New Horizons future visit to study this 
object! 

 
November 13, 2017 
Stanley K. Borowski, Assistant Engineer in Propulsion Systems and Technologies 

at NASA Glenn Research Center 
 

"The Use of Nuclear Rocket Engines for Future Human Missions to the Moon 
and Mars". 
Dr. Borowski will discuss propulsion research here at Cleveland's Glenn 
Research Center and how the development and use of nuclear rocket engines 
may change the future of manned space exploration! 

 
December 18, 2017 
There will be no meeting in December. Please plan to join us at Mahle’s 
Restaurant in Westlake for a social dinner on Monday December 18, 2017! 

 
 

***** 
 

 
Our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's Letha House Park, 
5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256. 
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 Highlights of our August Skies 
  Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine and to Orion Telescopes & Binoculars for ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ
 this brief list of what-to-see in August. —by Bill Murmann. 

 Saturn Fading Away—Saturn was well-positioned for observing last month.  August, however, will be 
the last month of the year to see good views of Saturn and its famous Rings.  By mid-August, Saturn will be 
low near the southwestern horizon and will set around 1 a.m.   To see the rings, use at least a 40x eyepiece in 
your scope. 

 Perseids Meteor Shower—The annual Perseids meteor shower will peak this year on the evening of 
Saturday, August 12.  Look toward the constellation Perseus in the northeast.  Under good sky conditions 
you may see as many as 80 meteors per hour.  The waning gibbous Moon may wash out some of the fainter 
meteors but others should be visible.  The meteors are from the debris trail left behind by the comet 
Swift-Tuttle during its 133-year orbit around the Sun. 

 A Dumbbell Challenge—The Dumbbell Nebula M27 is one of the brightest and nearest planetary 
nebulas visible from Earth.  See if you can spot it as a small dot with binoculars in the constellation Vulpecula 
just south of the constellation Cygnus.  A small scope will reveal M27’s characteristic dumbbell shape, which 
is considered a “prolate spheroid.”  M27 is about 1,360 light years from Earth.  Its central star is the 
largest-known white dwarf. 

 The “High Summer” Skies—August is considered “High Summer,” the peak of the summer season.  
This is one of the best times of the year to see the Milky Way in all its glory.  If you have a cloud-free night 
around the new Moon, go out to Letha House or another dark sky site to see star clouds, dark dust lanes, and 
the other sights of the Milky Way as it stretches from horizon to horizon. 

   Summer Star Clusters—Use your star maps, or Sky & Telescope’s “Pocket Star Atlas” to locate star 
clusters M13 in Hercules, M93 in Puppis, M11 in Scutum, and M6 and M7 in Scorpius.  The Milky Way has 
about 150 star clusters.  Some of them are tightly packed “globular clusters” like M13, while others are loose 
“open clusters” like the Pleiades in the constellation Taurus. 
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 Solar Eclipse—On August 21 we will have a total solar eclipse that will cross parts of our entire country 
in a narrow band of totality.  This is a rare event.  Here in Cleveland we will only have an 80 percent eclipse.  
The Sun will look like a crescent.  No matter if we will be seeing a total or partial eclipse, it’s important to 
remember eye safety.  Make sure you have proper eye protection for viewing the eclipse. 

 Super Summer Nebulas—Nebulas are the remnants of exploded stars and star-forming regions that 
come in various sizes and shapes.  Use an OIII filter, or a broadband skyglow filter, to see M16 the Eagle 
Nebula in the constellation Serpens, and the Omega (M17), Trifid (M20), and Lagoon (M8) nebulas in the 
constellation Sagittarius. 

 

 

 

 

  

Club Members Photo Gallery 

 
Crescent Nebula (NGC6888) 

Photo by Dave Watkins 
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Details: 
NGC6888 Crescent Nebula 
filters 
30 minutes (30sec each exp) Red 
30 minutes (15sec each exp) Green 
30 minutes (15sec each exp) Blue 
60 minutes (20sec each exp) Luminance 
4 hours (8 x 30min) Hydrogen Alpha 
7 hours (14 x 30min) Oxygen III 
Camera: ATIK460EX 6MP monochrome 
Telescope: Orion 120mm refractor 
Taken Saturday 7/29, Sunday 7/30, Monday 7/31 nights from my driveway in  
Cuyahoga Falls 

 
Waiting for Occultation in Argentina! 

Photo by Kai Getrost 
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M57 

Photo by Dave Watkins 
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Total Eclipse Information: 

August 21, the current issue of ASTRONOMY MAGAZINE is devoted to this very cool 
upcoming event. Detailed maps and recommended places for viewing along with 
explanations and thoughts on photographing or videoing the eclipse!  Oh, and just in case 
you can’t leave town for this one, there will be another Total in 2024, with that one rolling 
right through Cleveland!  

NEW HORIZONS SPACECRAFT: 
NASA's New Horizons spacecraft doesn't zoom past its next science target until 
New Year's Day 2019, but the Kuiper Belt object, known as 2014 MU69, is 
already revealing surprises. Our own Kai Getrost has taken two trips down to 
Argentina to help with telescope observations of this object.  Please do not miss 
his October talk about this exciting science project! 

Citizen Science Opportunity 
Help Solve a Mystery in Orion: 
 
 Members who have telescopes equipped for photometry may be able to help solve a mystery in 
Orion.  Visual observers also may be able to help. 

For most of September in the early morning hours before dawn an unknown eclipsing body, 
possibly a huge disk of rings nearly 28 million miles wide, will cross in front of the young star PDS 110 
(HD290380) located west of Orion’s Belt. 

Lots of observers are needed to provide light curve information that may help identify the nature 
of the mysterious eclipsing object—which has caused rapid changes in light from the star as seen in 
automated surveys. 

While CCD photometry is preferred, visual observers with 4 or 6-inch scopes can help verify that 
an eclipse occurred. 

The eclipsing project for PDS 110 is being run through the American Association of Variable 
Star Observers (AAVSO).  For further information, go to: www.aavso.org/aavso-alert-notice-584. 

mailto:Summit-County-Astronomy-Meetup-announce@meetup.com
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 CAA Membership Form 
2017 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

  

Date: __/__/__ 

Name:________________________________________________________Address:______________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________ State:__ ______ Zip Code: ________ 

Phone:_________________ E-Mail:¬_________________________________ 

 

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 

E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 

Membership Level: __ $10 Student  __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family        $___.__ 

 

The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website, 

www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00        $___.__ 

 

Magazine Subscriptions: 

PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 

 

Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00           $___.__ 

__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 

 

Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $32.95     $___.__ 

__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 

 

The Observer’s Handbook 2017* – $26.95 each 

From the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada.                                        $ ___.__ 

 

*The cutoff date for ordering The Observer’s Handbook 2016 is strictly December 19, 2016 at the Christmas Party.  Any money received after this date will 
be refunded.  As always, the P.O. Box will be checked before final payment is sent out. 

 

 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.__  

 

Please make all checks payable to: Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 

      P.O. Box 868 

      North Olmsted, OH 44070 

Club Use Only: 

Received: 

Cash/Check# ______ 
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Secretary’s Report 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Meeting 

No report this month. 

 

 Treasurer’s Report 
CAA Financial Report Jul-17 
Beginning Bank Bal. 7,311.17 
Beginning Petty Cash 445.79 
Total Beginning Cash 7,756.96 
  
Income - Bank  
Memberships 75.00 
Interest 0.06 
Cash Transfer 25.00 
  
Income - Petty Cash  
Donations 19.10 
Membership 50.00 
  
Expenses - Bank  
CAA Newsletter & Copies 23.14 
  
Expenses - Petty Cash  
Refreshments 23.97 
Misc. 30.00 
Cash Transfer 25.00 
  
Net Bank 7,388.09 
Net Petty Cash 435.92 
Net Cash 7,824.01 
Ron Palcic, Treasurer  



 

 

Club Contacts 
 

President: 
Bill Murmann 440-572-0464
 murmann@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President and Newsletter Editor: 
Tim Campbell 216-316-7829 
 camtimothy@aol.com 
Treasurer:  
Ron Palcic   330-336-8286  
 thematrix@neo.rr.com  
Secretary:  
Trevor Braun   4 40-823-6276 
 Braunth7@gmail.com 
CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford 440-877-0372
 guilford.james@gmail.com 
 
Members at Large: 
Dave Nuti (216) 502-1706
 working212@sbcglobal.net 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872
 jay52757@yahoo.com 

Bob Wiersma (440) 409-1468
 rrw28141@gmail.com 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872
 jay52757@yahoo.com 
 
Hospitality: 
Rich and Nancy Whisler 
Education Director: 
Nora Mishey 
 

mailto:guilford.james@gmail.com
mailto:jay52757@yahoo.com
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