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 Editor’s Note 
So, nothing much happened in August. A pretty boring month except for that little event 

involving the sun and the moon!  Ok, it was an amazing month due to that once in a century 
celestial event. Oh, but not to worry, if you missed this total eclipse of the sun, the next one will be 
in 2024 and the totality will roll right through our own Cleveland, Ohio!  

Nevertheless, August 21, the United States enjoyed a total eclipse and the CAA was in the 
lead with club members travelling to points south as well as hosting programs throughout this 
town (Cleveland enjoyed about an 80% totality!).  As a result, this issue will be our eclipse issue. I 
tried to publish as many photos as I could from as many members as sent in their work! I think we 
can all agree that we have some outstanding photographers and I thank them for their work and 
their willingness to share with the rest of us. 

For fun, I have included an account of my own experience travelling to Tennessee for the 
prime viewing! 

Keep looking up! 
Tim Campbell, Editor 

***** 

 News Notes for September 
 
I'd like to welcome six new members who joined CAA in August.  They are: Albert 
Wilhelmy, Alex Sgondea, Michael Malone, Michael Wulk, Jane Abbott, and Sarah Drab. 
 
Welcome to our club, folks!  Hope to see you at our meetings or other activities. 
 
--Bill Murmann 
  CAA President 
 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
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A Fun Evening, but Disappointing Star Party 
 

We had perfect cloud-free weather for two days.  And then when it was time for our star 
party at Letha House on August 26, a deck of thin, hazy clouds moved in.  A blurry Moon 
could show through them but nothing else--although every so often we could see Vega 
and Altair through the murk, two legs of the Summer Triangle.  The rest of the night sky 
was blotted out. 
 
In spite of the cloudy skies, we still had about 50 guests show up for the park 
program.  Our Education Director Nora Mishey spent the evening with our display in the 
shelter talking with guests about astronomy.  And Observatory Director Jay Reynolds 
discussed our telescopes and answered questions about astronomy with guests who 
crowded into our observatory.  The murky clouds were thin enough directly overhead 
that Jay was able to focus our 12-inch Go-To scope on Vega so guests would have 
something to look at. 
 
Many thanks to other members who brought scopes to help support the 
program.  Because of poor sky conditions not everyone set up their scope, including 
me.  I think we may have had about 10 scopes on hand. 
 
Thanks to Tim Campbell, Rich & Nancy Whisler, Jim Guilford, Bruce Lane, Jeff Lewis, 
Bob Wiersma, Dave Nuti, Lowan Laws, Kai Getrost, Carl Kudrna, and Suzie Dills who 
joined us for the program.  If I missed anyone, please let me know! 
 
Our next public program for the Medina Parks will be on Saturday, September 9.  Let's 
hope we have better luck with our fickle skies then.  Best wishes! 
 
Bill Murmann 
CAA President 
____________________________
Here are our upcoming CAA activities in September: 
 
Saturday, September 9.  Public star party for the Medina County Park District.  Set-up at 8 
p.m.  Program from 9-11 p.m. 
 
Monday, September 11.  Monthly CAA meeting at Rocky River Nature Center at 7:30 p.m. 
with speaker Jay Reynolds, who will discuss the Cassini Mission to Saturn.
Jay's presentation starts at 7:30. 
 
Saturday, September 16.  Annual CAA Convention and potluck cookout at Letha House 
Park.  Starting about 1 p.m.  Star gazing to follow our cookout, if weather permits. 
 
Hope you can join us for these events! 
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Citizen Science Opportunity 

Help Find Planet 9 

 Astronomers are looking for volunteers to help with a Citizen Science project called Backyard 
Worlds to locate Planet Nine, a hypothetical undiscovered massive planet that they think is orbiting 
the Sun far out beyond Pluto. 

 Volunteers scan images from NASA’s Wide-field Infrared Survey Explorer (WISE) mission to 
help find moving celestial bodies against a background of stars. 

 WISE images have been scanned by computers, but need the power of human eyes to detect 
moving celestial objects and to distinguish them from image artifacts.  These moving objects may be 
brown dwarfs or perhaps the elusive Planet Nine. 

 If you would like to help with the search for Planet Nine, go to: www.backyardworlds.org for 
further information. --Bill M

*  *  *  
  

 CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

LETHA HOUSE PROGRAMS FOR 2017 
 
 We have two Public Star Parties remaining for this year.  
 --Saturday, September 9, public star party starting at 8 p.m. 
 --Saturday, October 7, public star party starting at 8 p.m. 
 
 
 
Please note: 
 
Our Annual Convention will take place Saturday, September 16 at Letha House. 
 
This will be a Moonless night with the Sun setting at 7:34 p.m., so there should be 
plenty of time for observing during the evening.  Hope you can join us!
 
--Bill 
  CAA President 
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Speakers Scheduled through the end of 2017 
 
 
September 11, 2017 
Jay Reynolds, Astronomy Instructor at Cleveland State University and Club Member 
“End of the Cassini Mission”  
Jay will discuss the final chapter in one of NASA’s most successful interplanetary 
missions: Cassini. This mission visited Jupiter and Saturn, returning amazing photos 
and reams of data that will take years to analyze and understand!  
 
October 9, 2017 

Kai Getrost, Club member 
“New Horizon’s Next Target: The Kuiper Belt” 
Club member Kai Getrost will discuss and show pics of his trip to Argentina as 
part of a 50-team effort to observe and photograph a rare event, a Kuiper Belt 
Object occultation—passing in front of stars. This gives a wealth of data for 
astronomers to study to prepare for the New Horizons future visit to study this 
object! 

 
November 13, 2017 
Stanley K. Borowski, Assistant Engineer in Propulsion Systems and Technologies 

at NASA Glenn Research Center 
 

"The Use of Nuclear Rocket Engines for Future Human Missions to the Moon 
and Mars". 
Dr. Borowski will discuss propulsion research here at Cleveland's Glenn 
Research Center and how the development and use of nuclear rocket engines 
may change the future of manned space exploration! 

 
December 18, 2017 
There will be no meeting in December. Please plan to join us at Mahle’s 
Restaurant in Westlake for a social dinner on Monday December 18, 2017! 

 
 

***** 
 

 
Our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's Letha House Park, 
5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256. 
 

**** 
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 Highlights of our September Skies 
  Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine and to Orion Telescopes & Binoculars for help with this 
brief list of what-to-see in September. —by Bill Murmann. 

 Milky Way’s Twin?—The constellation Pegasus is noted for hard to find galaxies like Stephen’s Quintet 
and the Einstein Cross.  NGC 7331, however, is an exception.  Known as the “Milky Way’s Twin”, this 
unbarred 10 magnitude galaxy is 40 light years away and can be spotted with binoculars and small telescopes 
under moderately dark skies.  The twin status is now in question since the recent discovery that our Milky 
Way galaxy has a central bar in its core.  NGC 7331 can be found at RA 23h 37m 04 sec and DEC +34° 24´ 56".  
It was discovered in 1731 by William Herschel. 

 Pointing the Way—Three bright stars Vega, Deneb, and Altair form the famous “Summer Triangle” 
asterism that can be seen almost directly overhead at this time of year.  In the northernmost portion of the 
triangle you can see a bright fuzzy portion of the Milky Way.  Binoculars or a wide-field telescope will reveal 
vast fields of stars in this fuzzy star cloud. 

 Picturesque Whirlpool Galaxy—The Big Dipper asterism is still positioned high enough to help locate 
M51, the Whirlpool Galaxy, just below the handle of the dipper.  You’ll need an 8-inch or larger scope to get a 
good view of this huge face-on spiral galaxy, although it can be seen as a small object under dark skies with 
binoculars.  M51, which is about 23 light years from us, was discovered by Charles Messier in 1771.  It is 
interacting with a smaller nearby galaxy known at M51b. 

 September Globular Clusters—You can find three globular star clusters M15, M2, and M30 off the 
western side of the constellation Pegasus lined up from north to south respectively in the constellations 
Pegasus, Aquarius, and Capricorn.  These are densely packed objects that have undergone core collapse.  
They each contain about 150,000 stars on average. 

 Seeing the Veil—If you have a 5-inch or larger aperture telescope with an Oxygen III filter, see if you 
can find the supernova remnant called the Veil Nebula located almost directly overhead in the constellation 
Cygnus.  Use a star chart to aim your scope at the naked-eye triple star 52 Cygni at RA 20h 45m 39s and DEC 
+30° 45" 10.9".  One part of the Veil Nebula passes over 52 Cygni.  The nebula is a collection of heated and 
ionized dust and gas that contains oxygen, hydrogen, and sulfur. 

 Start of Fall—The Sun will reach its equinox at 4:02 p.m. on Friday, September 22, marking the start of 
fall in the northern hemisphere.  An equinox happens twice a year and is the moment at which the plane of 
the Earth’s equator passes through the center of the Sun’s disk.  During an equinox, day and night are 
approximately of equal duration all over the Earth. 

-end- 
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Club Members Photo Gallery 
August was special! The CAA hosted an eclipse program at Edgewater with a 
number of members helping out with solar filters and solar scopes and solar glasses! 
As well, many other members went out of town or simply observed from their own 
driveways.  So this month, this section is dedicated to the Total Eclipse of the Sun. 
Here are just a few of the many pictures taken by our members. More can be viewed 
at our website! 
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Edgewater Park August 21, 2017 
Photos by Alan Studt 
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Edgewater Park August 21, 2017 

Photos by Unknown 
 

 

 
Photos by Chris Christie 
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Photos by Matt Franduto 

St. Louis, MO 
  
 

 
Photos by Lowan Laws 

Parma, Ohio 
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Composites and blends, photos by Dave Watkins 

Lebanon, TN 
 

 Travelling to the Great Center Line 
Eclipse Weekend in Tennessee 

By Tim Campbell 

Like most everyone else, my girlfriend and I were excited about the coming Total Solar Eclipse. We 
decided to make the trek south and see the totality within the swatch of actual totality. For us, this 
meant Tennessee. I did not have any firm plan on where to view the eclipse, but I figured that if we 
stayed in Nashville, which was within the 70 mile swath of totality, we could just drive north till we 
found an empty parking lot!  As club members, I do a lot of public outreach and I do enjoy letting 
“civilians” look through my scope. It is a pleasure to explain the night sky to them and see their 
faces light up when they see Saturn or the moons of Jupiter or even the Moon through a telescope 
for the first time.  But for this eclipse, I planned to be selfish. I am there for me and I really don’t 
care if there is nobody around but me and Marianne! 

The stumbling block came when we arrived at our hotel and discovered that Hotels.com had sent 
the wrong credit card information. Our reservation had been cancelled when the desk clerk tried to 
run the card number and it came back “invalid”.  Oops. No room at the inn! 

Hotels.com DID make up for it. They managed to find us a room at a Country Inn that was in fact 
some eight to ten miles closer to the Great Center Line of Totality. Unfortunately, the room was 
going for $800 a night. Yes, that is an 8 followed by two zeros!  Fortunately, Hotels.com picked up 
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$600 and I paid $200 for what would normally be a $100-$120 room. Free breakfast though!  But 
who cares? We have a room and it is comfortable and even closer to where I was planning to be. 

Next morning, Monday August 21, 2017, we checked out and headed north on Interstate 65.  I 
pretty much knew that the cities right on that center line were going to be inundated with crowds 
(as I found out later from others, I was right!).  So I made the executive decision to get off the 
highway one exit before White House. We headed into a little town called Millersville and found 
that the folks there had prepared their community center and park for the expected influx. They 
had free parking, a band, air-conditioned inside bathrooms, vendors with everything from hats and 
shirts to tacos and lemonade. They expected and were ready for several thousand people. They got 
about 150!  Needless to say, they were disappointed; I was fine.  We got a picnic table in a 
pavilion so we had shade and I was able to set up just outside of the pavilion.  I had perhaps a 
dozen or so people come over and I let them look at the sun through the filtered scope and 
answered their questions. One young fellow had come with his family from North Canton, Ohio and 
they shared the pavilion with us and he took pictures with his cell phone.  

I did too and you can see some of the results below.  When totality came though, I shut down the 
scope, took off my Jay Reynolds-provided glasses and sat back to enjoy the show The sky darkened 
to a deep blue, a handful of stars appeared, the temperature dropped about fifteen degrees, and 
then a coal black hole appeared in the sky, surrounded by a thin halo of white fire. !  Two and a 
half minutes of pure spectacular!  Worth any aggravation, almost any price! Ok, I don’t think I 
would pay $800 for a hotel room anywhere, but this was an incredible sight.  

When it was over, we departed, heading up to Louisville, Kentucky for a couple of nights. Glad we 
did not try to return right away to Cleveland!  One of our club members said later that it took him 
eleven and a half hours to get from Lebanon, TN to Cleveland, normally a six or seven hour drive.  
Our two hour drive to Louisville took six hours!  Yep, the traffic was as bad as predicted. There 
simply was no easy or easier route. Highway was bumper to bumper all the way; back roads were 
no different. We tried twice to get off and find a better way. No luck. Six hours to finally reach our 
destination, a beautiful bed and breakfast in Old Louisville.  Worth the trouble though. This was a 
Victorian mansion with three rooms available and a great lady innkeeper. Pat is a retired colonel in 
the Air Force and she was an excellent hostess. Her place is called The Inn at Saint James Court, if 
you ever wish to visit Louisville!   Food and horses and bourbon!  Loved it! 

Quite an adventure, but would not have missed it!  Now, to get my driveway ready for 2024! 

TRC 

9/6/2017 
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Photos by Tim Campbell and Marianne Wadsworth 

Millersville, TN 

 

 Miscellaneous Astronomy 

 

Hey! This August, we had another anniversary worth celebrating! On August 20, 
1977, Voyager 2 was launched with Voyager 1 following just a couple weeks later. 
Their joint mission: to explore the outer Solar System.  The data they eventually 
sent back was phenomenal and helped lead to the Cassini Mission and other efforts 
to explore the outer Solar System in greater detail. And btw, 40 years later, 
Voyagers are still sending back data! 
 
Editor 
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Secretary’s Report 
Secretary’s Report 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
General Membership Meeting Minutes, August 14th 2017 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Financial information stands as published in The Observer. If you need a replacement 
nametag, please let Treasurer know and he will look into getting a replacement. 

Secretary’s Report: Due to current circumstances, there was no Secretary’s report for July. 

President’s Report: 

a. CAA recruited eight new members this month. 
b. The public event at Letha House on 7/29/17 was very successful, and was attended by 15 members 

and over 100 guests. 
c. The annual club picnic was held in July. 29 members participated in this summer social event. 
d. Please see the Treasurer for a membership card if you are current with dues and do not yet have 

one. These act as our official observing permits. 
e. Several programs for the total solar eclipse on 8/21 were highlighted; specifically, Wolf Creek in 

Sharon Township and Edgewater Park in Cleveland. 
f. Several upcoming club events were highlighted. Please reference calendar published in The 

Observer for up-to-date event information. 
g. Due to lack of secretary over the past few months, solicitations for equipment donations for our 

annual raffle were delayed. Bill took charge and sent out 20 requests. 
h. CAA is celebrating its 60th year as a club 

Vice President’s Report: 

a. September program will be our own Jay Reynolds who will discuss the Cassini mission. 
b. October program will be Kai Getrost, who will speak about his experience helping NASA in 

Argentina. 
c. November program will cover NASA and the use of nuclear power on space missions. 

Observatory Director’s Report: Jay provided information for those helping with eclipse programs on 8/21. He 
needed assistance at 7:00 AM with news broadcasts, and telescopes for eclipse viewing to show up between 
10:00-11:00 AM. He also noted we have 3 active telescopes in the observatory. 

Observation reports were given. 

Meeting was running long; no new or old business was provided. 

Trevor Braun, Secretary 
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 Treasurer’s Report  
CAA Financial Report Aug-17 
Beginning Bank Bal. 7,388.09 
Beginning Petty Cash 435.92 
Total Beginning Cash 7,824.01 

  Income - Bank 
 Memberships 110.00 

Prepaid Magazine Subscriptions 34.00 
Interest 0.06 

  Income - Petty Cash 
 Donations 13.50 

Membership 30.00 

  Expenses - Bank 
 CAA Newsletter & Copies 22.16 

  Expenses - Petty Cash 
 Refreshments 23.97 

  Net Bank 7,509.99 
Net Petty Cash 455.45 
Net Cash 7,965.44 

  Ron Palcic, Treasurer  
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Club Contacts 
 

President: 
Bill Murmann 440-572-0464
 murmann@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President and Newsletter Editor: 
Tim Campbell 216-316-7829 
 camtimothy@aol.com 
Treasurer:  
Ron Palcic   330-336-8286  
 thematrix@neo.rr.com  
Secretary:  
Trevor Braun   440-823-6276 
 Braunth7@gmail.com 
CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford 440-877-0372
 guilford.james@gmail.com 
 
Members at Large: 
Dave Nuti (216) 502-1706
 working212@sbcglobal.net 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872
 jay52757@yahoo.com 

Bob Wiersma (440) 409-1468
 rrw28141@gmail.com 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872
 jay52757@yahoo.com 
 
Hospitality: 
Rich and Nancy Whisler 
Education Director: 
Nora Mishey 
 

mailto:guilford.james@gmail.com
mailto:jay52757@yahoo.com
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