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2001 CAA Schedule 

Monday, August 13 

CAA General Membership Meet-

ing at 8 p.m. in the Cleveland 

Metroparks Rocky River Nature Cen-

ter.  John Garvey will be our speaker 

this month.  John will present “Albert 

Einstein”. 

Thursday, August 23 

The Lake Erie Nature and Science 

Center is hosting a Nature Center 

Managers Conference for Nature Cen-

ter managers from across the country.  

They have requested the CAA to set 

up some telescopes for a Star Party 

that evening, so we will need some 

volunteers for this event.  Please con-

sider bringing your telescopes at dusk 

for this star party, which will be held 

in the picnic area across the street 

from the Schuele Planetarium. 

Monday, August 27 

CAA Board Meeting at 7 p.m. at 

Cupachino’s Café.  Cupachino’s Café 

is located at the intersection of Clague 

Road and Lorain Road in North Olm-

sted. 

Monday, September 10 

CAA General Membership Meet-

ing at 8 p.m. in the Cleveland 

Metroparks Rocky River Nature Cen-

ter.  Program to be announced. 

Monday, September 24 

CAA Board Meeting at 7 p.m. at 

Cupachino’s Café.  Cupachino’s Café 

is located at the intersection of Clague 

Road and Lorain Road in North Olm-

sted. 

Monday, October 8 

CAA General Membership Meet-

ing at 8 p.m. in the Cleveland 

Metroparks Rocky River Nature Cen-

ter.  Program to be announced. 

Saturday, October 20 

CAA presentation and star party 

at 7 p.m. at the Brecksville Nature 

Center.  We are looking for a speaker 

for this event to give a talk about Be-

ginning Astronomy & What’s up in the 

sky tonight.  Please bring your tele-

scopes for the public star party that 

will follow the talk in the Meadows 

picnic area. 

If you are interested in giving a 

talk, please contact Al Matyas. 

Monday, October 29 

CAA Board Meeting at 7 p.m. at 

Cupachino’s Café.  Cupachino’s Café 

is located at the intersection of Clague 

Road and Lorain Road in North Olm-

sted. 

Monday, December 10 

CAA Christmas Party at 6 p.m. at 

the U.S. Coast Guard Club at the base 

of East 9th Street.  More details to fol-

low.    

Sky Events for August 2001 

Friday, August 3 

The moon passes 3° south of Nep-

tune, 3 p.m. EDT. 

Saturday, August 4 

The moon passes 3° south of Ura-

nus, 11 p.m. EDT. 

Sunday, August 5 

Mercury is in superior conjunc-

tion, 6 p.m. EDT. 

Venus passes 1.2° south of Jupi-

ter, 8 p.m. EDT. 

Sunday, August 12 

Perseid meteor shower peaks. 

Monday, August 13 

Asteroid Dembowska is at opposi-

tion, 5 p.m. EDT. 

The moon passes 0.2° south of 

Saturn, 11 p.m. EDT. 

Wednesday, August 15 

Uranus is at opposition, 11 a.m. 

EDT. 

The moon passes 0.4° north of 

Jupiter, 4 p.m. EDT. 

Thursday, August 16 

The moon passes 1.9° north of 

Venus, 9 a.m. EDT. 

Wednesday, August 22 

Venus passes 7° south of Pollux, 

9 a.m. EDT. 

Monday, August 27 

The moon passes 5° north of 

Mars, 8 a.m. EDT. 

Thursday, August 30 

The moon passes 3° south of Nep-

tune, 8 p.m. EDT. 

 

 



The Observer August 2001 2 

Sky Events for September 2001 

Saturday, September 1 

The moon passes 3° south of Ura-

nus, 3 a.m. EDT. 

Monday, September 10 

The moon passes 0.2° north of 

Saturn, 9 a.m. EDT. 

Wednesday, September 12 

The moon passes 1° north of Jupi-

ter, 8 a.m. EDT. 

Saturday, September 15 

The moon passes 3° north of Ve-

nus, 3 a.m. EDT. 

Tuesday, September 18 

Mercury is at greatest eastern 

elongation (27°), 6 p.m. EDT. 

The moon passes 8° north of Mer-

cury, 10 p.m. EDT. 

Thursday, September 20 

Mercury passes 0.9° south of 

Spica, 4 p.m. EDT. 

Venus passes 0.5° north of 

Regulus, 4 p.m. EDT. 

Saturday, September 22 

Autumnal equinox is at 7:04 p.m. 

EDT. 

Monday, September 24 

The moon passes 2° north of 

Mars, 9 p.m. EDT. 

Wednesday, September 26 

Saturn is stationary, 11 p.m. EDT. 

Thursday, September 27 

The moon passes 3° south of Nep-

tune, 1 a.m. EDT. 

Asteroid Fortuna is at opposition, 

noon EDT. 

Friday, September 28 

The moon passes 3° south of Ura-

nus, 7 a.m. EDT. 

 

Club News / Stories 

Cuyahoga Astronomical 

Association                       

Financial Report             

August 7, 2001 

Bank Account Balance 7/1/01 $1148.85 

Cash On Hand 7/1/01 $  366.84 

Total Assets 7/1/01 (approx.) $1515.69 

  

Bank Account Activity:   

  

Deposits:  

7/16/01  Interest $     0.93 

  

Expenditures:  

  

7/9/01 Newsletter $   44.20 

7/9/01 Cookies $     2.00 

7/9/01 Charles Reinhart - Christ-

mas Party Fee 

$   30.00 

  

Bank Account Balance 8/7/01 $1073.58 

  

Petty Cash Activity:   

  

Deposits:  

7/9/01 Coffee Money $      2.50 

7/9/01 Shirt, LED sales $    47.00 

7/21/01 Door Prize Donations $  182.00 

7/21/01 Donation $      1.00 

  

Cash On Hand 8/7/01 $  599.34 

Total Assets 8/7/01 (approx.) $1672.92 

 

Art Nenadal, Treasurer 

It's CAA membership dues 

time again 

It's that time of year again.  Your 

membership expires at the end of this 

year.  So before you blow your budget 

on Christmas shopping, please drag 

out your old checkbook and renew 

your membership with us.  The board 

has held membership dues at their 

current levels for 2002.  Dues should 

be paid by November 1 of each year. 

Remember that we offer you the 

exceptional opportunity to renew ex-

isting magazine subscriptions at a 

good discount.  Now is a good time to 

check what subscriptions you want.  

Don't forget to include your subscrip-

tion number or mailing address label 

from the magazine for your current 

subscription so you won't be seen as a 

new subscriber.  If you don’t pay by 

October 1, 2001, we can’t guarantee 

uninterrupted service for your maga-

zine subscriptions.  So, to take advan-

tage of this discount plan you must 

have you dues form in early with, of 

course, the money.  Your new sub-

scription will be tagged onto the end 

of you current subscription. You can 

also purchase one of the best observ-

ing handbooks printed, The Observer's 

Handbook by The Royal Astronomical 

Society of Canada, at a good discount 

as well. 

So please fill out the attached 

“2002 CAA Membership Dues & Sub-

scription Order Form”, and either 

bring it with you to one of our upcom-

ing general membership meetings, or 

mail it to our P.O. Box, which is on 

the form.  

CAA Convention and Ob-

servatory Dedication, July 

25, 2001                             

by Jeff Lewis 

We had a very good turn out for 

our annual convention and observatory 

dedication.  The evening started out 

with a pot luck dinner, where a lot of 

good food was consumed by members 

of the CAA, CAS, CVAS, MVAS, 

BRAS, and ACA.  58 people signed 

our guest book, but at last count there 

were well over 100 people who came 

to see the observatory, hear some good 

talks, and enjoy some good company.  

Unfortunately, the skies did not coop-

erate for our star party.  I waited 

around until about 10:30 p.m., hoping 

that the skies would clear.  But be-

tween the clouds, the haze, and the 

humidity, it just wasn’t going to hap-

pen.  I remember Jim Henry shining 

his flashlight up through sky.  The 

atmosphere was so soupy that he 

looked like Luke Skywalker flashing 

his light saber.  Even though the skies 

did not cooperate for our star party, we 

all had a very good time.  Oh well, 

better luck next year.  

CAA Convention Door 

Prize Winners 

Door Prize Winner 
1. Gift Certificate:  $25 to-

ward the purchase of a tele-

Sandra 

Love 
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scope or $10 toward the 

purchase of binoculars 

from Wholesale Optics 

CAA 

2. Book:  “Mars Crossing” by 

Geoffrey A. Landis Auto-

graphed by the author 

($24.95) 

Justin 

White-

Loutten 

Guest 

3. Lumicon 1.25” Deep-Sky 

Filter ($99.50) 

Andy 

Jackson 

MVAS 

4. Tele Vue 8mm Plossl eye-

piece (1.25”) 

Mike 

Gallagher 

CAA 

5. The Astronomer’s Journal 

An Observer’s Daily Log & 

Sketch Book 

Rob 

Homer 

CAA 

6. Questar Logo T-shirt (L) Marian Kee 

CAA 

7. Questar Logo Hat David 

Bauman 

CAA 

8. Meade 8.8mm Ultra Wide 

Angle eyepiece 

(1.25”/2.00”) ($395) 

Rae Lou 

Wilkinson 

CAS 

9. JMI Gift Certificate:  $35 

off purchase of $100 or 

more & Video “How To 

Use The Max” 

Jay 

Reynolds 

CAA 

10. Toshiba free card $100 Duke 

Waldich 

Guest 

Donation Thank You’s 

We would like to thank the fol-

lowing CAA members for their recent 

donations to the club. 

Thanks go to CAA member 

Lowan Laws for donating the Messier 

objects poster which is now hanging  

inside the observatory, and to CAA 

member Ted Sauppe for donating the 

hot dogs and buns for the potluck din-

ner at our convention (not to mention 

bringing his grill to do the cooking).  

Thanks for your donations. 

Sign Up for Observatory 

Training 

There will be a sign up sheet for 

observatory training at the August 

general membership meeting.  If you 

are unable to attend the August meet-

ing but would still like to sign up for 

observatory training, please contact 

Bob Wiersma or Chuck Reinhart to 

sign up. 

Looking Up                       

By Charles H. Grace 

MICHELSON-MORLEY 

EXPERIMENT 

This is the first part of a three-part 

article.  Albert Michelson and Edward 

Morley (M & M) conducted an ex-

periment to test the “ether hypothesis,” 

which was that light and other elec-

tromagnetic waves are propagated 

through some kind of transparent fluid 

that fills all of space.  This fluid was 

supposed to act as a medium for the 

propagation of light analogous to the 

manner in which sound is propagated 

through matter. 

If the then-popular “ether” theory 

were true, motion relative to the ether 

should be detectable.  Michelson de-

signed a special interferometer  appa-

ratus that would detect the effect if it 

existed.  The M & M experiment of 

1887 was the first optical experiment 

performed with sufficient accuracy to 

be able to detect motion of the earth 

through the ether (if there were an 

ether).  M & M showed that no ether 

effect was detectable, so the theory 

was probably incorrect. 

The earth travels around the sun, 

therefore through the ether, very fast.  

(Even speeds due to the earth’s rota-

tion on its axis are insignificant com-

pared with the speed of the earth in its 

orbit.)  The ether theory said that they 

would find a difference in the veloci-

ties of light in different directions, if 

one was in the direction of the earth’s 

motion in its orbit (i.e., in the direction 

of the earth’s travel through the ether) 

and the other was at a right angle to 

that direction.  Instead they found that 

the velocity of light was identical irre-

spective of its direction. 

If the ether propagation theory 

were correct, differences in round-trip 

time of reflected light would occur, 

because when a light source is moving 

in a fixed medium, the change of the 

light’s trip time when going outbound 

is not exactly equal and opposite to the 

change of return-trip time after reflec-

tion.  On the other hand, the outbound 

and return-trip times are equal and 

unaffected if the light goes at right 

angles to the motion of the source.  

Consequently, if the ether were a fixed 

medium, the time of the passage of the 

light should be greater for a to-and-fro 

path in the direction of the earth’s mo-

tion than for a to-and-fro path, of 

equal length, at right angles to the di-

rection of motion. 

Here is an analogy to show that 

the motion-induced changes in the 

outgoing and returning travel times do 

not exactly offset each other.  Say a 

boat goes 30 mph in a 2 mph river.  

The boat’s downstream velocity is 32 

mph, so the time required to go 1 mile 

downstream is 1/32 hour, which is 

0.03125 hour.  The boat’s upstream 

velocity is 28 mph, so the time to go 1 

mile upstream is 1/28 hour, which is 

0.03571 hour.  A 1-mile round trip 

takes 0.03125 + 0.03571 = 0.06696 

hour. 

If the river weren’t flowing at all, 

a round trip would take only 2/30 

hour, which is 0.06667 hour.  Note 

that this is less than 0.06696 hour.  

This shows that a round trip takes 

longer on a flowing river than on a 

stationary one.  In this analogy the 

boat is like the light beam and the river 

is like the motion of the earth along its 

ecliptic.  This principle was used by M 

& M to test for the existence of an 

ether, as will be discussed next time. 

The September installment will 

describe the apparatus and procedures 

that M & M used to conduct this fa-

mous experiment.  The October in-

stallment will tell more about the peo-

ple involved and Einstein’s solution of 

this apparent dilemma about the speed 

of light.  References will be given at 

the end of October. 

Looking for Sidewalk As-

tronomers                         

By Lon Dittrick 

If anyone in the club is interested 

in starting a sidewalk astronomers 

branch to club, let me know.  I would 

like to try this a few times in several 

public areas over the summer, perhaps 

around 1st quarter moon.  If interested, 

let me know at 236-6239 or 

led500@stratos.net - Lon Dittrick. 

Swap Corner 

For Sale:  Celestron 9.25" OTA 

less than 1 year old and in excellent 

condition.  This is a great performer 

offering decent aperture in a manage-

able package.  Includes 6 X 30 finder, 
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telrad base, visual back, 90 degree 

diagonal, dovetail mounting bracket, 

dust cover, premium dew shield, dew 

heater strap (homemade) and 25mm 

plossl eyepiece.  I've decided to up-

grade my 12.5" Starmaster dob with a 

new equatorial tracking platform and 

need the $$.  The C 9.25 is hard to get 

and usually on backorder.  You can 

have this like-new instrument now for 

$1,050.  I also have a f-6.3, re-

ducer/corrector, LNIB for $80.00.  If 

interested and want a look, let me 

know, currently in my observatory.  

Lon Dittrick - 236-6239 or 

led500@stratos.net 

For Sale:  Z Optical 10-inch F-5 

premium Dob.  It has a NGF 2-inch 

low-profile focuser with 1 1/4 inch 

adapter, a Telrad, a custom counter-

weight, and brass carrying handles.  

The high quality mirror is made of 

premium fine annealed low expansion 

Pyrex with a full 1:6 ratio of thickness 

to diameter.  I will include a 10mm 

and a 7.5mm Plossl, and a 2x Barlow.  

You will get great contrast, sharpness, 

and quality views with this scope.  I 

will also include in a home made fork 

mount for the scope.  Asking $700.  If 

interested, please contact Mike 

Schwab (216) 226-6935.      

CAA Member Jay Rey-

nold’s Web Site                      

Clevelandastro.com 

This note is to announce Jay Rey-

nold’s web site 

www.clevelandastro.com.  Whenever 

you get a chance, please stop by and 

check out Jay’s site. 

 

Upcoming Astronomical Events 

Other OTAA Events 

Saturday, August 18, 2001:  Ma-

honing Valley Astronomical Society 

OTAA Convention at the MVCO.  See 

enclosed announcement.   

Saturday, September 15, 2001:  

Black River Astronomical Society 

OTAA convention in Birmingham. 

S.M.U.R.F.S. 2001 Star 

Party 

The Genesee Astronomical Soci-

ety cordially invites you to the South-

ern Michigan Unorganized Regional 

Festival of Stargazers, or 

S.M.U.R.F.S. 2001, August 13-18, 

2001 in Hillman, Michigan. 

Situated in the upper lower penin-

sula S.M.U.R.F.S., an informal star 

party, provides some of the darkest 

skies around with a naked eye limit 

fainter than 6th magnitude. 

Registration for the week is $20 

for individuals, or $25 for families.  

For more information, visit their web 

site at 

www.aldeberan.com/smurfs.html. 

Starfest 2001                    

By Lon Dittrick 

Want to take a day's travel to a 

dark sky location offering a great pro-

gram of lectures and workshops?  

Consider Starfest 2001 up in central 

Ontario, Canada.  This will be my 6th 

trip to this well attended starfest...and I 

think Joe Golias' 3rd.  This convention 

of Canadian and American amateurs is 

held at a wonderful rural Ontario set-

ting and is well planned and presented.  

Joe and myself are greatly outnum-

bered by the Columbus group and 

need new recruits. I've included S&T's 

excerpt - Lon Dittrick. 

August 16-18, Canada.  StarFest 

2001, the twentieth annual Observing 

Convention and Star Party of the 

North York Astronomical Association, 

will be held at the River Place Camp-

ground, Mount Forest, Ontario, Can-

ada.  Activities include observing ses-

sions, formal and informal presenta-

tions, workshops, commercial exhibits, 

and a children's program.  This year's 

theme, the Universe - A Spectrum of 

"Light", examines how modern as-

tronomers use a wide array of instru-

ments to probe the mysteries of the 

universe.  Detailed information can be 

obtained by visiting our web site at 

http://www.nyaa-starfest.com/ or by 

emailing Tony Ward at tony-

ward@home.com or calling the Star-

fest information line at (416)221-7375 

or writing Andreas Gada, 26 Chryessa 

Ave., Toronto, Ontario, Canada, M6N 

4T5. 

 

Other News / Stories 

Brecksville Nature Center 

Volunteer Appreciation 

Picnic 

Don’t forget about the annual 

VOLUNTEER PICNIC on Tuesday, 

August 14, 2001 from 6:00 – 8:00 

p.m. at Ottawa Point Picnic Area in 

Brecksville Reservation (on Meadows 

Drive).  Please RSVP by August 10th 

440-526-1012. 

Instruments of Light – A 

CD-ROM Book of 250 Im-

ages by Frederick N. Ley, 

F.R.A.S. 

This work was originally created 

to be a personal database of astro-

nomical instruments.  Notes about the 

individual telescopes were never 

taken.  This is a visual book allowing 

the images to speak for themselves.  

The instruments depicted in this work 

are homemade, modified commercial, 

and commercial  instruments.  With 

the advent of information being placed 

on CD-ROM’s, I thought that possibly 

other ATM’s might find a pictorial 

database of astronomical instruments 

to be of interest.  This CD is the cul-

mination of that thought. 

There is a “250 Image JPG File” 

file of the images for use by the buyer 

who may happen to own a Macintosh 

system or for the buyer who may want 

to create a screen saver or slide show.  

Slide show software is to be provided 

by the buyer.  The first four digits of 

the image file number gives the year in 

which that image was taken.  All of the 

images were taken using Kodachrome 

64 slide film with Canon cameras and 

lenses.  The images were scanned us-

ing a Polaroid Sprint Scan 35/LE. 

CONTENTS 

• Reflecting Telescopes – 117 Im-

ages 

• Refracting Telescopes – 50 Im-

ages 

• Compound Systems – 36 Images 
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• Binocular & Binocular Tele-

scopes – 28 Images 

• Mountings – 19 Images 

PRICING 

• California $20.00 + $1.60 sales 

tax (L.A. county) + $4.50 ship-

ping and handling. 

• Out of State $20.00 + $4.50 ship-

ping and handling. 

ORDERING 

• Orders can use PayPal by visiting 

our web site. 

• A check or money order drawn on 

a United States Bank. 

This CD-ROM book is an auto 

play book using Auto Play 3 Software 

by Indigo Rose Software.  The CD is 

simply inserted in the CD-ROM reader 

and it self starts.  There are no drivers 

to load. 

Instruments Of Light 

P.O. Box 500057 

Palmdale, CA 93591 

www.instrumentsoflight.com 

2 New Astronomy books 

available from Walker 

Books 

An Intimate Look At The Night 

Sky by Chet Raymo combines practi-

cal information with intellectually 

stimulating essays that blend science 

and history, mythology and religion.  

In a review Discover magazine wrote, 

“Astronomer Raymo’s idiosyncratic 

guide to the night sky …will appeal to 

both amateur stargazers and serious 

astronomy buffs.” ($26.00 hardcover; 

ISBN 0-8027-1369-6). 

Sun, Moon, & Earth by Robin 

Heath is part of Wooden Books, a 

series of concise, accessible introduc-

tions to timeless sciences and vanish-

ing arts.  In it, Heath describes and 

illustrates, among other things, sol-

stices and equinoxes, the difference 

between lunar and solar years, the 

Saros eclipse cycle, and the Earth’s 

wobble. ($10.00 hardcover; ISBN 0-

8027-1381-5). 

You can read more about each 

book at their web site 

www.walkerbooks.com. 

Walker & Company 

435 Hudson Street 

New York, NY  10014 

212-727-8300 

Note From The Desk of 

The Editor  

I am always looking for articles 

for The Observer.  If there are any 

aspiring authors out there who want to 

contribute an article, share a story or   

observation, etc. please do so, and I 

will include it in the next edition.  

Also, if you have any items for sale, or 

if you are looking for any items, send 

these in and I will include it in the 

Swap Corner.  Remember, this is your 

newsletter, and participation from the 

general membership can only make the 

newsletter better.  Please send articles, 

items for sale, items wanted, sugges-

tions, and/or  comments to: 

Jeff Lewis 

5623 Allendale Drive 

North Olmsted, OH 44070-4622 

Or you can send them via e-mail 

to bruise@ameritech.net. 

Thanks and Clear Skies! 

 

 

    

  

 

 

 


