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CAA Schedule 

Sunday, January 12 

Monthly Board Meeting will be 

held at 4 p.m. in Cupachino’s Café at 

23420 Lorain Road, North Olmsted. 

That’s at the corner of Clague and 

Lorain Roads. 

Monday, January 13 

General Membership Meeting at 8 

p.m. in the Lake Erie Nature and Sci-

ence Center in Huntington Reserva-

tion. Al Panzer will present “Sunspot 

Cycles and Aurora Borealis”. 

Sunday, February 13 

Monthly Board Meeting will be 

held at 4 p.m. in Cupachino’s Café at 

23420 Lorain Road, North Olmsted. 

That’s at the corner of Clague and 

Lorain Roads. 

Monday, February 14 

General Membership Meeting at 8 

p.m. in the Lake Erie Nature and Sci-

ence Center in Huntington Reserva-

tion.  Program to be announced.  

 

A Farewell Letter from Jerry Skala 

Dear friends of CAA, 

By now you probably know that 

my company, SunGard Recovery Ser-

vices, told me that Boston is a very 

nice place and I would like to visit it ... 

permanently. At first I was to be there 

in December, but I got a reprieve for 

the holidays and now it will be Janu-

ary.  In fact, as you read this, I am 

probably already there. 

The office is about halfway be-

tween Boston and Worcester, so I'll be 

staying temporarily in eastern Worces-

ter, until we sell our house and find a 

new one up there. I can already tell 

you that this won't be pleasant. A 

house 30 miles west of Boston that 

matches my Brunswick home, 20 

miles out of Cleveland, costs twice as 

much. As you approach the center of 

Boston, prices go even higher. 

But, that's enough about me. What 

I want to do is take a look back at what 

we have collectively accomplished this 

year. The first thing that comes to 

mind is our very successful annual 

convention. After a year of trying an 

alternate format, you decided you 

wanted to return to our previous style 

of professional and amateur speakers, 

food, meetings, observations, mosqui-

toes, and lots of story swapping. I want 

to thank Mike Williams for doing a lot 

of the leg work in getting the conven-

tion set up. Thanks also goes to 

Charles Grace for the excellent follow 

through. You'll probably remember 

that Mike had a work schedule change 

to deal with of his own. Charles picked 

up where Mike left off, did the pro-

gram organization and final prepara-

tions. Thanks to this one-two punch, 

we had a great convention. 

Charles Grace, former Vice-

President, also deserves a great deal of 

thanks for his unfailing efforts in pro-

viding us with speakers for all of our 

meetings and public programs. I had 

this job for a year and can testify that 

it is no fun. This year's series of pro-

grams was probably the best we've had 

in a long time. Thank you for a great 

year, Chuck. 

I must also mention Art Nenadal 

here. Besides doing our financial 

bookwork, Art acted as our Cleveland 

Metroparks liaison. This means he 

helped coordinate and publicize our 

public programs. Those of you who 

have already done a stint as the CAA 

money manager know the job takes 

long hours and many trips to the bank 

and post office. Thanks, Art. 

Speaking of public programs and 

Metroparks, I should apologize to Al 

Matyas.  If you hadn't heard, Al solely 

organized our Astronomy Day pro-

gram at Lake Erie Nature and Science 

Center. Early in the year, he raised his 

hand and said he would help out with 

it and I shamelessly dumped the entire 

thing in his lap. With minimal help 

and guidance he pulled off the whole 

thing and, once again, CAA shone in 

the spotlight. Evidently, Al likes the 

punishment, since he is our new Vice-

President. Thanks, Al. 

Bob Wiersma, our former Secre-

tary, deserves a special mention. After 

all, he stepped up and VOLUN-

TEERED to be President. And he did 

this even though, I understand, he once 

held the post before and knows what's 

involved. Thank you, Bob. 

I also want to thank Carl Kelley 

here. Truly a great asset to this asso-

ciation. Whenever and wherever help 

was needed, he was there. From the 

Observer newsletter, to convention, to 

observatory, to public nights, he was 

there. Carl, I'm sure I speak for every 

one, thank you. 

This year we broke ground on our 

new observatory. Spearheaded over 

the many years by a long series of 

champions for the cause, we finally 

saw the efforts begin to bear fruit. 

Chuck Reinhart, aided, assisted, abet-

ted, and sometimes pushed by Erik 

Hall, has been hard on this project this 

year. I hope to return in 2000 to see 

the fresh paint on a roll-off observa-

tory. 
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Last, but not least, I simply want 

to say one thing to Jeff Lewis, who 

took over publication of The Observer 

from me. Thank you, thank you, thank 

you. Anyone who has tried to put out a 

newsletter knows the hours of work, 

the begging for stories, and the late 

nights that go into this job. 

To those of you who pitched in 

over this year, at the convention, at the 

observatory, at the public programs, 

thank you. You all know the joy and 

excitement of working with other ama-

teurs and the general public. This al-

ways was my favorite part of this asso-

ciation. We have an active group of 

people who don't simply work towards 

their own goals, but share the journey 

with others. 

As I look back at the many pro-

grams over the years, what stands out 

is the broad base of interests and top-

ics. One month I may learn about gal-

axy structure and the next month hear 

about observing gadgets and accesso-

ries.  Then after the meeting is fin-

ished, I get to discuss these things with 

others. These are things you just can't 

get out of reading Astronomy or Sky 

and Telescope. The vitality and expan-

sive interests of the CAA membership 

are its greatest assets. 

So in this new year, the year of 

the big rollover to 2000, I expect to 

see CAA still leading the way. Please 

give a helping hand to the new board 

members. Past board members know 

how much work it takes behind the 

scenes to run CAA. The new board 

will continue to need everyone's help. 

At the least, consider talking about 

your favorite celestial object or ob-

serving trip and call Al Matyas. He 

will have to set up the programs for 

the coming year.  We're all friends 

here, so don't think you have to give a 

professional program with fireworks 

and lasers. Discuss something you 

love, and we'll all join in. 

Well, I've finally run out of wind 

here. I hope to keep in touch. Maybe I 

can get a copy of The Observer in e-

mail? I would enjoy a note now and 

again at jmskala@iname.com, too. It's 

hard to leave good friends behind and 

maybe our orbits will cross in the fu-

ture. I wish all a healthy and prosper-

ous observing year. 

Bean-town bound, 

Jerry Skala 

Upcoming Astronomical Events 

Sunday, January 2 

11 p.m. EST:  The moon passes 

3° north of Venus. 

Tuesday, January 4 

Quadrantid meteor shower peaks. 

Monday, January 10 

2 p.m. EST:  The moon passes 

1.9° south of Mars. 

Saturday, January 15 

Noon EST:  The moon passes 3° 

south of Saturn. 

8 p.m. EST:  Mercury is in supe-

rior conjunction. 

Monday, January 17 

3 p.m. EST:  The moon passes 

1.2° north of Aldebaran. 

Thursday, January 20 

Midnight EST:  Total lunar 

eclipse. 

Monday, January 24 

1 p.m. EST:  Neptune is in con-

junction with the sun. 

Wednesday, January 26 

10 p.m. EST:  Pallas is at opposi-

tion.     

Wednesday, February 2 

Asteroid Iris is at opposition, 1 

a.m. EST.  The moon passes 1.4° 

north of Venus, 10 a.m. EST. 

Saturday, February 5 

New moon is at 8:03 a.m. EST; 

partial solar eclipse. 

Sunday, February 6 

Uranus is in conjunction with the 

sun, 2 a.m. EST.  The moon passes 

1.8° south of Mercury, 2 p.m. EST. 

Tuesday, February 8 

The moon passes 4° south of 

Mars, noon EST. 

Thursday, February 10 

The moon passes 4° south of Jupi-

ter, 9 p.m. EST. 

Friday, February 11 

The moon passes 3° south of Sat-

urn, 7 p.m. EST. 

Saturday, February 12 

First quarter moon is at 6:21 p.m. 

EST. 

Sunday, February 13 

The moon passes 1.2° north of 

Aldebaran, 10 p.m. EST. 

Monday, February 14 

Mercury is at greatest eastern 

elongation (18°), 8 p.m. EST. 

Wednesday, February 16 

The moon is at perigee (226,486 

miles from Earth), 9:33 p.m. EST. 

Saturday, February 19 

Full moon is at 11:27 a.m. EST. 

Tuesday, February 22 

Venus passes 0.5° south of Nep-

tune, 1 a.m. EST. 

Saturday, February 26 

Last quarter moon is at 10:53 p.m. 

EST. 

Monday, February 28 

The moon is at apogee (251,416 

miles from Earth), 3:46 p.m. EST. 

January and February 

The Ralph Mueller Planetarium 

and Observatory at the Cleveland Mu-

seum of Natural History will be hold-

ing various astronomy programs 

throughout January and February. 

The planetarium is capped by the 

Hanna Star Dome and illuminated by 

fiber optics.  Programs for all ages are 

held on Saturday at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

and Sunday at 1 p.m.  Programs for 

ages 5 and older are held on Saturday 

and Sunday at 2, 3, and 4 p.m.  Plane-

tarium tickets are $1.50 per person 

with Museum admission.  Here are the 

planetarium programs for January and 

February: 

“Stars of the Cold Nights” – 

Orion, Taurus, and Gemini along with 

the planets Jupiter and Saturn, are just 
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a few highlights of the winter skies.  

Learn where to look for these “inhabi-

tants” of the sky.  You’ll also get a 

chance to ask questions about astron-

omy. 

“Mars Update” – The planet mars 

lingers low in the southwest sky after 

sunset.  What have we discovered 

lately about this most Earthlike of 

planets?  We’ll examine results from 

the most recent missions to the red 

planet. 

The observatory features a 10 ½” 

refracting telescope, which, on a clear 

evening, allows visitors to see magni-

fied views of the Moon, stars, planets, 

and even distant galaxies.  The obser-

vatory is open on Wednesday evenings 

from 8:30 to 10 p.m. through May.  

Free with Museum admission.  The 

observatory program for January and 

February is: 

“Diamonds in the Sky” – The 

winter sky is strewn with an assort-

ment of “open star clusters,” patches 

of glittering diamonds in the sky.  

Dress warmly to view these stellar 

families numbering dozens to hun-

dreds of stars. 

Thursday, March 23 

8 p.m. at the Cleveland Museum 

of Natural History in Murch Audito-

rium. 

“An Astronomer Looks at Black 

Holes” will be presented by Dr. Doug 

Richstone from the University of 

Michigan. This is the fourth of five 

free public lectures in the Frontiers of 

Astronomy series.  No tickets or reser-

vations are required.  On clear eve-

nings, the Museum’s observatory will 

be open following the lectures. 

Dr. Doug Richstone talks about 

the demographics, formation and evo-

lution of massive black holes.  There 

are at least two kinds of black holes in 

the Universe.  The smaller kind are the 

relics of dead stars.  The larger ones 

probably form at about the time galax-

ies do – and coevolve with them.  Both 

of these objects power some of the 

most extraordinary phenomena we see 

– but they can be discovered in fairly 

simple ways.  Gravity wave detectors 

now planned will probe these objects 

in new and interesting ways. 

 

News 

Newly Elected Officers 

take office January 1, 2000 

The following positions were 

filled during our November Elections.   

President:  Bob Wiersma; term 

ending December 2000. 

Vice President:  Albert Matyas;  

term ending December 2001. 

Secretary and Editor:  Jeff Lewis; 

term ending December 2001 

Board Member:  Chuck Reinhart; 

term ending December 2001 

Board Member:  Dolores Stebner; 

term ending December 2001 

Current Officers  

Treasurer:  Art Nenadal; term 

ending December 2000 

Board Member:  Carl Kelley; 

term ending December 2000 

2000 Observer’s Hand-

books and Magazine Sub-

scriptions 

The Royal Canadian Astronomi-

cal Society received our order for the 

2000 observer's handbook early this 

week.  They will be shipped shortly.  

According to their estimates of the US 

Postal Service delivery times, we can 

expect them around the middle of 

January.  We have requests at this time 

for 16 handbooks.  I ordered 25. 

I will be contacting Sky and Tele-

scope and Astronomy Magazine to 

insure that they received the subscrip-

tion new/renewals I sent on 11/29. 

- Art Nenadal, Treasurer 

Position Announcement – 

Part Time Planetarium In-

structor 

Lake Erie Nature and Science 

Center, 29728 Wolf Road, Bay Vil-

lage, Ohio 44140; Released Tuesday, 

12/7/99; Contact Darci Sanders, Edu-

cation Coordinator 440-871-2900 

Seeking experienced adults to in-

struct astronomy programs in the 

Schuele Planetarium.  Positions are 

part-time and will be divided between 

school, scouts, and public program-

ming, depending on availability and 

interests of applicants.  Degree in Sci-

ence/Education is preferred.  Accept-

ing letters of interest with resumes.  

Interviews begin immediately.   

Mars Polar Lander Mission 

Status  

MEDIA RELATIONS OFFICE, 

JET PROPULSION LABORATORY, 

CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF 

TECHNOLOGY, NATIONAL 

AERONAUTICS AND SPACE AD-

MINISTRATION, PASADENA, 

CALIF. 91109.  December 22, 1999 

Flight controllers for Mars Polar 

Lander are continuing to work through 

their fault-tree scenarios in their ongo-

ing attempts to communicate with the 

spacecraft.  Chances of recovering the 

lander remain remote. 

Team members plan to continue 

looking for a signal from the lander 

through mid-January, and at that point 

they will be in a position of having 

exhausted all possible recovery modes. 

Late last week, NASA's orbiting 

Mars Global Surveyor spacecraft be-

gan an imaging campaign to look for 

evidence of the lander, parachute or 

aeroshell. So far, nothing has been 

detected. 

The Jet Propulsion Laboratory has 

appointed a special review board to 

evaluate the apparent loss of Mars 

Polar Lander and the Deep Space 2 

microprobes.  The board will attempt 

to determine the possible root causes 

for these losses and identify actions 

needed to assure success in future 

Mars landings. 

The 12-member JPL board will be 

chaired by John Casani and is made up 

of members from JPL, Caltech, other 

NASA centers and industry. The find-

ings of the board will be presented in a 

written report due by March 3, 2000. 

The board will offer its cooperation 

and assistance to related NASA efforts 

including the agency's Mars Program 

Independent Assessment Team. 

Mars Polar Lander is part of a se-

ries of missions in a long- term pro-
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gram of Mars exploration managed by 

JPL for NASA's Office of Space Sci-

ence, Washington, D.C. JPL's indus-

trial partner is Lockheed Martin As-

tronautics, Denver. JPL is a division of 

the California Institute of Technology, 

Pasadena, Calif. 

Very Bright Nova in Aquila 

- Nova Aquilae 1999 No. 2 

From AAVSO Alert Notices 264 

and 265, issued December 2, 1999: 

We have been informed by the 

Central Bureau for Astronomical 

Telegrams (IAU Circular 7323 - 

http://cfa-

www.harvard.edu/iau/cbat.html) that 

longtime AAVSO observer and visual 

nova searcher Alfredo Pereira, Cabo 

da Roca, Portugal, discovered a bright 

nova in Aquila on Dec. 1.785 UT at 

about visual magnitude 6.0.  His dis-

covery was made during his visual 

search of the area using 14x100 bin-

oculars. 

An independent discovery of 

Nova Aql 99#2 (= V1494 Aql per IAU 

Circular 7324) was made by longtime 

AAVSO member, observer, and nova 

searcher Gary Nowak, Essex Junction, 

VT, at visual magnitude 5.6 on Dec 

1.958 UT.  Gary's discovery was made 

in the course of his nova patrol using 7 

x 35 binoculars. 

W. Liller, Vina del Mar, Chile, 

reports that V1494 Aql was not visible 

down to magnitude 10.5 on an image 

taken on Nov. 25.035 UT (IAU Circu-

lar 7324). 

Visual confirmation was made by 

C. Vitorino, Cabo da Roca, Portugal, 

who observed the nova on Dec. 1.819 

at magnitude 5.9 (IAU Circular 7323).  

Additional confirming observations 

were made by D. Green, Cambridge, 

MA, on Dec. 1.939 at magnitude 5.1 

(IAU Circular 7323); and D. di Cicco, 

Sudbury, MA, on Dec. 1.95 at CCD 

magnitude 5.2 (IAU Circular 7323). 

Spectroscopic confirmation of 

V1494 Aql as a nova was reported by 

M. Fujii, Kurashiki, Okayama, Japan, 

and by K. Ayani, Bisei Astronomical 

Observatory (IAU Circular 7324). 

A precise position of V1494 Aql 

was reported by D. di Cicco (IAU Cir-

cular 7323) as:  R.A. = 19h 23m 

05.38s  Decl.= +04 degrees 57' 20.1" 

(Equinox 2000.0) 

Update on Nova Aquilae 

1999 No. 2 

By 0 hours Universal Time De-

cember 3rd (the evening of the 2nd in 

North America) the nova had bright-

ened to magnitude 4.0 and was dimly 

visible to the unaided eye even in 

modestly light-polluted suburban 

skies.  If it behaves like most classical 

novae, it will remain near its peak for 

just a few days and then fade slowly 

over the following weeks. 

According to the American Asso-

ciation of Variable Star Observers, 

Nova Aquilae 1999 No. 2 is now 

about magnitude 7.5, down from its 

peak of magnitude 4.1 on December 

3rd. 

Note from the Desk of the 

Editor  

I am always looking for articles 

for The Observer.  If there are any 

aspiring authors out there who want to 

contribute an article, please do so, and 

I will include it in the next edition.  

Please send articles, suggestions, 

and/or  comments to: 

Jeff Lewis 

5623 Allendale Drive 

North Olmsted, OH 44070-4622 

Or you can send them via e-mail 

to bruise@ameritech.net. 

Thanks and Clear Skies! 

 

North is at Top. 

East is at Left. 


