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2000 CAA Schedule 

Monday, July 10 

This month, the Monthly Board 

Meeting will be held at 6 p.m. in 

Cooker’s restaurant just prior to the 

regular CAA General Membership 

Meeting.  Cooker’s is located at 857 

Columbia Road, which is just north of 

the I-90 Columbia Road exit. 

General Membership Meeting at 8 

p.m. in the Lake Erie Nature and Sci-

ence Center in Huntington Reserva-

tion.  Program to be announced. 

Monday, August 14 

General Membership Meeting at 8 

p.m. in the Lake Erie Nature and Sci-

ence Center in Huntington Reserva-

tion.  Program to be announced. 

Monday, September 11 

General Membership Meeting at 8 

p.m. in the Lake Erie Nature and Sci-

ence Center in Huntington Reserva-

tion.  Program to be announced. 

Saturday, September 23 

CAA presentation and star party 

at 8 p.m. at the Letha House Warm Up 

Room.  Please bring your telescopes 

for the public star party that will fol-

low the presentation. We need a 

speaker for this event.  If interested in 

giving a talk, please contact Albert 

Matyas. 

Saturday, October 14  

Bill Gerling will present a plane-

tarium program at 7 p.m. at the 

Schuele Planetarium in the Huntington 

Reservation.  Please bring your tele-

scopes for the public star party which 

will be held immediately after the 

planetarium presentation, in the picnic 

area across from the planetarium.  

Saturday, October 28 

The Brunswick Hills Fire De-

partment and the Medina County Park 

District are sponsoring the Annual 

Halloween Bonfire from 5:00 p.m. to 

8:00 p.m. at Plum Creek Park which is 

just south of Sleepy Hollow Road on 

Plum Creek Parkway in Brunswick. 

CAA will provide telescopes at dusk 

for public star gazing. This event is 

usually well published and attended, 

so we will need your telescopes.  

Saturday, November 4 

Annual Dusk to Dawn event in the 

Cleveland Metroparks from 5pm to 

midnight at The Chalet – Toboggan 

Chutes.  The Chalet is located at 

16200 Valley Parkway.  CAA will 

provide telescopes for public star gaz-

ing. This event is usually well pub-

lished and attended, so we will need 

your telescopes.  

 

Sky Events for July 2000 

Saturday, July 1 

Mars is in conjunction with the 

sun, 12 noon EDT. 

Partial solar eclipse (visible in 

southern Chile and Argentina), 3 p.m. 

EDT. 

Thursday, July 6 

Mercury is in inferior conjunction, 

8 a.m. EDT. 

Sunday, July 16 

Total lunar eclipse, 10 a.m. EDT. 

Vesta is at opposition, 2 p.m. 

EDT. 

Tuesday, July 25 

Comet LINEAR is at perihelion 

(71.1 million miles from the sun), mid-

night EDT. 

Wednesday, July 26 

The moon passes 2° south of Sat-

urn, 5.a.m. EDT. 

The moon passes 3° south of Jupi-

ter, 4 p.m. EDT. 

Thursday, July 27 

Mercury is at greatest western 

elongation (20°, morning), 5 .a.m. 

EDT. 

Neptune is at opposition, 7 p.m. 

EDT. 

Friday, July 28 

Southern Delta Aquarid meteor 

shower peaks. 

Saturday, July 29 

The moon passes 0.8° north of 

Mercury, 1 p.m. EDT. 

Sunday, July 30 

Partial solar eclipse (visible in 

northern Europe and Asia and north-

western North America), 10 p.m. 

EDT. 
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Sky Events for August 2000 

Wednesday, August 2 

The moon passes 0.008° south of 

Pallas, 1 p.m. EDT. 

Thursday, August 3 

Asteroid Metis is at opposition, 6 

a.m. EDT. 

Mercury passes 7° south of Pol-

lux, 6 p.m. EDT. 

Sunday, August 6 

Venus passes 1.1° north of Regu-

lus, 3 a.m. EDT. 

 

Thursday, August 10 

Mercury passes 0.09° south of 

Mars, 9 a.m. EDT. 

Friday, August 11 

Uranus is at opposition, 1 a.m. 

EDT. 

Saturday, August 12 

Asteroid Juno is at opposition, 4 

a.m. EDT. 

Perseid meteor shower peaks. 

Sunday, August 13 

The moon passes 1.1° south of 

Neptune, 1 p.m. EDT. 

Monday, August 14 

The moon passes 1.4° south of 

Uranus, 4 p.m. EDT. 

Monday, August 21 

Mercury is in superior conjunc-

tion, 9 p.m. EDT. 

Tuesday, August 22 

The moon passes 2° south of Sat-

urn, 3 p.m. EDT. 

Wednesday, August 23 

The moon passes 3° south of Jupi-

ter, 6 a.m. EDT. 

Sunday, August 27 

The moon passes 0.9° north of 

Mars, 11 p.m. EDT. 

Wednesday, August 30 

The moon passes 4° north of Ve-

nus, 7 p.m. EDT. 

 

Upcoming Astronomical Events 

2000 CAA OTAA              

Convention 

The Annual CAA convention will 

be held at Oberlin College on Satur-

day, July 22, 2000.  See the attach-

ment for details, and for maps of 

Findley State park and Oberlin Col-

lege. 

Other OTAA Events 

Saturday, August, 26, 2000:  Ma-

honing Valley Astronomical Society at 

the Mahoning Valley Observatory.  

Registration opens at 5 p.m.  The 

MVO is located at 1076 SR 534 NW, 

Newton Falls, Ohio, 44444. 

Saturday, September 23, 2000:  

Black River Astronomical Society in 

Birmingham at 5 p.m.   

Friday and Saturday, September 

29 and 30, 2000:  Richland Astro-

nomical Society hosts Hidden Hollow 

2000 at the Warren Rupp Observatory.  

Schuele Planetarium Pro-

grams 

Saturday July 15, 2000 at 2 p.m. 

& 7 p.m.:  “Asteroids Around Us!!”  

The giant cold rocks we call asteroids 

usually stay in a narrow area of space 

called the Asteroid Belt.  One of them, 

VESTA, is even visible to the naked 

eye under excellent viewing condi-

tions.  Some of them wander through 

space, though, and warrant more of 

our attention.  Join us as we investi-

gate the “Asteroids Around Us.” 

Saturday August 12, 2000 & Sat-

urday August 26, 2000 at 2 p.m. & 7 

p.m.:  “Sagittarius’ Summer Stand.”  Is 

Sagittarius a mythological animal, or 

an archer, or a teapot?  This area of 

the sky is filled with stars, clusters, 

and nebulae, with many diverse and 

strange legends.  Join us as Planetar-

ium instructor Bill Gerling unveils the 

mysteries of Sagittarius. 

Tickets for the planetarium pro-

grams are available 30 minutes before 

the program begins on a first come, 

first serve basis.  Tickets are $5 for 

adults and $3 for children under 10.  

There is a $1 discount for LENSC 

members. 

S.M.U.R.F.S. 2000 

The Genesee Astronomical Soci-

ety cordially invites you to the South-

ern Michigan Unorganized Regional 

Festival of Stargazers, or 

S.M.U.R.F.S. 2000, July 24-30, 2000 

in Hillman, Michigan. 

Situated in the upper lower penin-

sula S.M.U.R.F.S., an informal star 

party, provides some of the darkest 

skies around with a naked eye limit 

fainter than 6th magnitude. 

Registration is $20 for individu-

als, or $25 for families.  For more in-

formation contact Chris Bayus at           

cbayus@usol.com, or 2002 Cartier St., 

Flint, MI 48504, or Kurt Kemp at 

kkemp@aldeberan.com      

Third International Mars 

Society Convention 

August 10-13, 2000 at Ryerson 

Polytechnic University, Toronto, Can-

ada. 

The purpose of the Mars Society 

is to further the exploration and set-

tlement of the Red Planet through: 

1. Broad public outreach to in-

still the vision of pioneering 

Mars. 

2. Support of more aggressive 

mars exploration programs 

around the world. 

3. Conducting Mars exploration 

on a private basis. 

Starting small, with the Mars So-

ciety Flashline Arctic Research Station 

followed by hitchhiker payloads on 

government funded missions, we in-

tend to use the credibility that such 



The Observer July 2000 3 

activity will engender to mobilize lar-

ger resources that will enable stand-

alone private robotic missions and 

ultimately human exploration. 

Conference registration fee is 

$240 US.  Student fee is $60 US.  Fee 

includes Mars Society membership.  

For further information, contact 

Maggie Zubrin: mzubrin@aol.com, or 

visit www.marssociety.org on the 

internet. 

 

Club News / Stories / Other News 

Treasurer’s Report        

June 12, 2000 

Bank Account Balance: $8302.06 

Cash on Hand: $203.95 

Total Assets (approx.): $8506.56 

 

The Certificate of Deposit ma-

tured, and that money was rolled over 

into the Club’s checking account.   

Art Nenadal, Treasurer 

 

CAA Convention Golf Out-

ing 

Erik Hall is organizing a CAA 

Convention Golf outing the morning 

of the annual CAA Convention on July 

22, 2000.  Erik has reserved some tee 

times (starting at 6:30 a.m.!) at Deer 

Track Golf Club 9488 Leavitt Rd. 

(Ohio Route 58) in Elyria.  The golf 

course is about 10 miles north of 

Oberlin.  If anybody is interested in 

golfing before the convention, give 

Erik Hall a call at 440-884-1688 be-

fore July 15, 2000.  

Letha House Observing 

Permits Available 

If anyone needs an observing per-

mit for Letha House park, our dark sky 

site, they are available.  The permits 

are valid from April 1, 2000 until 

March 31, 2001.  They can be picked 

up at our monthly General member-

ship meetings. 

June 24, 2000 – Construc-

tion of the CAA observa-

tory has begun! 

I am happy to report that con-

struction has started on the CAA ob-

servatory.  On a concrete slab where 

once stood an old barn, the new CAA 

observatory is springing up.  I stopped 

by Saturday night and I couldn’t be-

lieve the progress that was made on 

the first day.  All the walls are up, and 

the roll-off roof framework is done.  

There is still a lot of work left to be 

done, but we can finally say our ob-

servatory is under construction.  The 

observatory has been the board’s 

number one priority this year, and it is 

great to see the progress that has been 

made. 

Jeff Lewis – Secretary & Editor 

Looking Up                       

By Charles Grace 

What country will own Mars and 

the Moon?  (Soviet astronauts were 

the first to orbit the Moon and US 

astronauts were the first to walk there.)  

One company selling Moon real estate 

says they filed a claim with the U.S. 

government, but when Apollo first 

landed on the moon the U.S. stated 

that they weren’t claiming any part of 

it as U.S. territory. 

Space Law is a branch of Interna-

tional Law similar to the law of the 

High Seas and air law.  Air law applies 

in the Earth’s atmosphere, and space 

law outside the atmosphere, but the 

atmosphere doesn’t have a distinct 

border.  Some satellites stay in the 

same place over the earth (geocentric 

orbits) so in 1975 Columbia and some 

other equatorial countries claimed that 

those satellites are in their territories. 

The “UN Committee on Peaceful 

Uses of Outer Space” (1959) is a cen-

tral forum for developing legal princi-

ples for space.   An “Outer Space 

Treaty” (1967) states that outer space 

is free for use by all states.  Other trea-

ties are: “Agreement on the Rescue of 

Astronauts, Return of Astronauts, etc” 

(1969); “Convention on International 

Liability for Damage Caused by Space 

Objects” (1972); “Convention on Reg-

istration of Objects Launched into 

Outer Space” (1975); and “Agreement 

Governing the Activities of States on 

the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies” 

(1984).  To some of these, the U.S. 

will never agree. 

I have a good bibliography.  

Sources of the above information in-

clude D. Granqvist’s Master’s thesis at 

the Stockholm University of Law. 

 

The Cleveland Museum Of 

Natural History Unveils 

The Design Of Its New 

Planetarium 

June 9, 2000 Cleveland, Ohio – 

Design plans for the new Nathan and 

Fannye Shafran Planetarium to be built 

on the grounds of The Cleveland Mu-

seum of Natural History were unveiled 

yesterday. 

The design by architects van Dijk 

Pace Westlake of Cleveland will spark 

the imagination of visitors to Univer-

sity Circle as its iridescent, innovative 

shape rises 60 feet into the air, east of 

the Museum off Wade Oval Drive.  

The golden, metal-clad, highly-

machined structure will have the preci-

sion of an astronomical object and, in 

fact, will function as one. 

The external view of the building 

will feature a cone with a chamfered 

top that will slope upward to Polaris, 

the North Star, at a 41 degree angle.  

Sighting markers located in the arrival 

plaza will assist visitors in locating the 

star.  The building itself will cast vari-

ous shadows depending upon the time 

of year and markings will be situated 

in the plaza floor. 

The planetarium’s outer surface 

will be clad with titanium-plated stain-

less steel panels of a copper color.  

The roof is of the same material.  

There will be minimal distinction be-

tween the roof and wall, and each 

panel in the wall may feature a fiber 

optic light, causing the building to 

glow in the darkness, similar to astro-

nomical objects in space.  By day, its 

conical shape will reflect sunlight in 

interesting ways. 

An atrium area will connect the 

Museum to the planetarium, allowing 
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visitors inside to view the rising build-

ing in front of them thereby creating 

anticipation of the out-of-this-world 

experience. 

“This planetarium design will cre-

ate a new architectural landmark for 

Cleveland,” said Dr. James E. King, 

Museum Director.  “It visually repre-

sents the excitement that is generated 

when we study the universe.  And, the 

fact that the planetarium building itself 

is designed as an astronomical object 

shows the high creativity in a firm like 

van Dijk Pace Westlake.  We are 

thrilled with what they have developed 

for this major addition to the mu-

seum.” 

The gallery adjacent to the plane-

tarium theater will feature exhibitions 

designed by the Museum staff working 

with Andre Bilodeau of Design + 

Communications in Montreal.  The 

gallery will give visitors an under-

standing of some of the basic ques-

tions of observational astronomy. 

The new Nathan and Fannye Sha-

fran Planetarium will be larger in size 

than the Museum’s current one and 

will hold a 40 foot dome and 100 

seats.  It will also utilize the most re-

cent advances in computer-controlled 

optics, as well as laser and video pro-

jection techniques. 

A new sophisticated projector sys-

tem produced by Zeiss, Inc., a German 

optical firm, will be at the heart of the 

planetarium.  It is capable of project-

ing all of the stars that are visible to 

the human eye, about 7,000.  It repro-

duces the motions and appearances of 

the visible planets in the night sky, as 

well as the motions and appearances of 

the Sun and Moon.  The quality of the 

projection will be so precise that visi-

tors will be able to observe star clus-

ters, double stars and nebulae in the 

same way that they would be observed 

in the sky. 

A second major projection system 

will produce brilliant full-dome im-

ages of celestial phenomena and will 

be installed with special color laser 

effects.  Digital computer graphics 

with an infinite palette of colors will 

combine with the Zeiss system to bring 

the universe dazzlingly to life. 

A third projection system will 

take visitors to the surface of various 

planets and moons, to a docking with 

an international space station and to 

any number of earthbound locations to 

experience the local environment. 

“The Museum has a strong tradi-

tion of astronomy education and 

opened the first planetarium in Ohio in 

1934.  Now, we are strengthening this 

tradition even further and as plans 

develop, we will share them with the 

entire community,” said King. 

The $6.6 million capital campaign 

for the project is 63% completed.  

Museum board member Joseph Sha-

fran of Cleveland, along with Joan 

Shafran of Boston, Paula Krulak of 

New York City and their parents, Na-

than and Fannye Shafran of Cleveland, 

contributed the lead gift of $1 million.  

A total of 65 gifts have been received.  

Additional lead contributors to this 

date include:  The Fred A. Lennon 

Charitable Trust, The Reinberger 

Foundation, and The Second Founda-

tion. 

Groundbreaking is set for Sep-

tember.  The Gilbane Building Com-

pany will oversee construction. 

 

Volunteers needed for CAA 

convention 

We still need some volunteers to 

help out with the Friday night picnic at 

Findley State Park, and with registra-

tion and other miscellaneous tasks for 

the Convention at Oberlin college on 

Saturday.  There will be a sign up 

sheet at the July membership meeting.  

Please consider helping the club out at 

the convention.  Thanks. 

Note from the Desk of the 

Editor  

I am always looking for articles 

for The Observer.  If there are any 

aspiring authors out there who want to 

contribute an article, share a story or   

observation, etc. please do so, and I 

will include it in the next edition.  Re-

member, this is your newsletter, and 

participation from the general mem-

bership can only make the newsletter 

better.  Please send articles, sugges-

tions, and/or  comments to: 

Jeff Lewis 

5623 Allendale Drive 

North Olmsted, OH 44070-4622 

Or you can send them via e-mail 

to bruise@ameritech.net. 

Thanks and Clear Skies! 


