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2000 CAA Schedule 

Monday, October 9 

General Membership Meeting at 8 

p.m. in the Cleveland Metro-

parks Rocky River Nature 

Center.  Please take note of 

the meeting location change.  

This and all our future Gen-

eral Membership meetings 

will be held at the Cleveland 

Metroparks Rocky River Na-

ture Center.  See the enclosed 
maps.  This month’s speakers will be 

Larry Boros and John Gorka from the 

Chagrin Valley Astronomical Society.  

Larry and John will give a presentation 

about light pollution, and will discuss 

their involvement in activities to re-

duce light pollution. 

Saturday, October 28 

The Brunswick Hills Fire De-

partment and the Medina County Park 

District are sponsoring the Annual 

Halloween Bonfire from 5 p.m. to 8 

p.m. at Plum Creek Park which is just 

south of Sleepy Hollow Road on Plum 

Creek Parkway in Brunswick.  See the 

map from last month’s observer.  CAA 

will provide telescopes at dusk for 

public stargazing. This event is usually 

well published and attended, so we 

will need your telescopes.  

Saturday, November 4 

Annual Twilight to Midnight 

event in the Cleveland Metroparks 

from 5 p.m. to midnight at The Chalet 

Recreation Area. The Chalet is located 

at 16200 Valley Parkway.  See the 

enclosed maps.  CAA will provide 

telescopes for public stargazing. This 

event is usually well published and 

attended, so we will need your tele-

scopes.  

Monday, November 13 

General Membership Meeting at 8 

p.m. in the Cleveland Metroparks 

Rocky River Nature Center.  Program 

to be announced. 

Saturday, November 25  

Bill Gerling will present a plane-

tarium program at 7 p.m. at the 

Schuele Planetarium in the Huntington 

Reservation.  Please bring your tele-

scopes for the public star party which 

will be held immediately after the 

planetarium presentation, in the picnic 

area across from the planetarium. 

 

Sky Events for October 2000 

Friday, October 6 

The moon is at apogee (251,140 

miles from Earth), 3:03 a.m. EDT. 

Mercury is at greatest eastern 

elongation (26°, evening), 6 a.m. EDT. 

Saturday, October 7 

The moon passes 1.3° south of 

Neptune, 2 a.m. EDT. 

Sunday, October 8 

The moon passes 1.5° south of 

Uranus, 4 a.m. EDT. 

Monday, October 9 

Asteroid Pallas is in conjunction 

with the sun, 6 p.m. EDT. 

Monday, October 16 

The moon passes 1.6° south of 

Saturn, 2 a.m. EDT. 

The moon passes 2° south of Jupi-

ter, 8 p.m. EDT. 

Thursday, October 19 

The moon is at perigee (229,979 

miles from Earth), 5:59 p.m. EDT. 

Saturday, October 21 

Jupiter passes 5° north of Alde-

baran (morning), 1 a.m. EDT. 

Orionid meteor shower peaks. 

Monday, October 23 

Asteroid Nausikaa is at opposi-

tion, 9 a.m. EDT. 

Tuesday, October 24 

The moon passes 3° north of 

Mars, 1 a.m. EDT. 

Thursday, October 26 

Venus passes 3° north of Antares 

(evening), 6 p.m. EDT. 

Asteroid Urania is at opposition, 9 

p.m. EDT. 

Sunday, October 29 

Mercury is in inferior conjunction, 

9 p.m. EDT. 

Monday, October 30 

The moon passes 4° north of Ve-

nus, 3 a.m. EST. 
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Sky Events for November 2000 

Thursday, November 2 

Mars is at aphelion (154.9 million 

miles from the sun), 4 p.m. EST. 

The moon is at apogee (251,268 

miles from Earth), 10:31 p.m. EST. 

Friday, November 3 

The moon passes 1.6° south of 

Neptune, 9 a.m. EST.   

Saturday, November 4 

The moon passes 1.8° south of 

Uranus, 11 a.m. EST. 

Sunday, November 12 

The moon passes 1.6° south of 

Saturn, 6 a.m. EST. 

The moon passes 2° south of Jupi-

ter, 10 p.m. EST.   

Tuesday, November 14 

Asteroid Bamberga is at opposi-

tion, 2 a.m. EST. 

The moon is at perigee (227,451 

miles from Earth), 6:02 p.m. EST. 

Wednesday, November 15 

Mercury is at greatest western 

elongation (19°), 1 a.m. EST. 

Friday, November 17 

Leonid meteor shower peaks. 

Sunday, November 19 

Saturn is at opposition, 8 a.m. 

EST. 

Tuesday, November 21 

Asteroid Ceres is in conjunction 

with the sun, 5 a.m. EST. 

The moon passes 4° north of 

Mars, 1 p.m. EST. 

Friday, November 24 

The moon passes 3° north of Mer-

cury, 6 a.m. EST. 

Asteroid Thyra is at opposition, 2 

p.m. EST. 

Monday, November 27 

Jupiter is at opposition, 9 p.m. 

EST. 

Wednesday, November 29 

The moon passes 2° north of Ve-

nus, 1 p.m. EST. 

Thursday, November 30 

The moon passes 1.8° south of 

Neptune, 5 p.m. EST. 

The moon is at apogee (251,825  

miles from Earth), 6:39 p.m. EST. 

 

Club News / Stories 

Treasurer’s Report         

September 11, 2000 

Bank Account Balance: $3599.25 

Cash on Hand: $151.91 

Total Assets (approx.): $3751.16 

 

Art Nenadal, Treasurer 

CAA General Membership 

Meeting Location Change:  

Meetings Have Moved 

Back to the Cleveland Me-

troparks Rocky River Na-

ture Center 

The Rocky River Nature Center 

grand opening and ribbon cutting will 

be Sunday, October 22, 2000. 

As noted earlier, we are moving 

back to the Rocky River Nature Center 

starting with October’s general mem-

bership meeting. 

Please take note:  Last 

month’s general membership 

meeting was the last meeting 

to be held at the Lake Erie 

Nature and Science Center.  

Starting with October’s gen-

eral membership meeting, this 

meeting and all future meet-

ings will be held at the Cleve-

land Metroparks Rocky River 

Nature Center. 

November Elections 

This November the offices of 

President, Treasurer, and a Board 

Member will be filled through elec-

tions at our November general mem-

bership meeting.  Each position has a 

term of two years. 

President:  Bob Wiersma’s term is 

up this year.  Bob, who stepped up and 

volunteered to fill in for our former 

President, Jerry Skala, has volunteered 

to serve another 2 year term.  Many 

thanks go out to Bob for volunteering 

to server another term as President.   

Treasurer:  Art Nenadal’s term is 

up this year.  Art has indicated that he 

would serve another term as Treasurer 

if no one else volunteers to fill this 

position.  In his words, “I will not fight 

anyone for this job who wants it.”  

Many thanks go out to Art for volun-

teering to serve another term as Treas-

urer if needed.     

Board Member:  Carl Kelley’s 

term is up this year.  Carl is not inter-

ested in serving another term.  Carl 

nominated Ted Sauppe for this open 

position, and Ted accepted the nomi-

nation.  

If anyone is interested in volun-

teering and running for any of these 

positions, please let one of our current 

officers know.  We would like to see 

more names on the ballot, so please 

consider stepping up to the plate and 

running for one of these positions.  

Any member in good standing who has 

attended half of the meetings during 

the past two years is eligible.    

It's CAA Membership Dues 

Time Again, Again, Again 

It's that time of year again.  Your 

membership expires at the end of this 

year.  So before you blow your budget 

on Christmas shopping, please drag 

out your old checkbook and renew 

your membership with us.  The board 

has held membership dues at their 

current levels for 2001.  Dues should 

be paid by November 1 of each year. 

Remember that we offer you the 

exceptional opportunity to renew ex-

isting magazine subscriptions at a 

large discount.  Now is a good time to 

check what subscriptions you want.  

Don't forget to include your subscrip-
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tion number or mailing address label 

from the magazine for your current 

subscription so you won't be seen as a 

new subscriber. To take advantage of 

this discount plan you must have your 

dues form in early with, of course, the 

money.  Your subscription order must 

be bundled with other orders and sent 

to the publishers before their deadline 

in December.  Our trusty treasurer 

does the bundling as long as you sub-

mit your dues in time. Your new sub-

scription will be tagged onto the end 

of you current subscription. You can 

also purchase one of the best observ-

ing handbooks printed, The Observer's 

Handbook by The Royal Astronomical 

Society of Canada, at a large discount 

as well. 

So please fill out the attached 

“2001 CAA Membership Dues & Sub-

scription Order Form”, and either 

bring it with you to one of our upcom-

ing general membership meetings, or 

mail it to our P.O. Box, which is on 

the form.  

CAA Christmas Party 

We are trying to set up the Annual 

CAA Christmas Party at NASA this 

year on our regular meeting date, 

Monday, December 11, 2000.  We are 

waiting to hear back from NASA on 

this.  Details to be announced in next 

month’s Observer. 

Observatory Update 

A design needs to be worked out 

on how to crank off the roll off roof.  

Art Stokes did something similar to 

this with a garage door opener for 

around $100.  We will be contacting 

Art to see if this could work for the 

observatory. 

Electrical work:  The Medina 

County Engineer’s office requires that 

a certified electrical contractor do the 

electrical work. A certified electrical 

contractor is doing the electrical work 

for $675. 

Observatory Capital Cam-

paign 

This has been put on hold for the 

time being.  We will look at imple-

menting this later.  Details will be pub-

lished as they become available. 

Insurance for Observatory 

Equipment 

We currently have an insurance 

policy with liability only coverage.  

Since we will now be housing various 

pieces of equipment in our observa-

tory, we will need coverage for this 

observatory equipment.  We are wait-

ing for a quote from our current insur-

ance carrier for this additional cover-

age. 

Looking Up                       

By Charles Grace 

Eric Hall moved this summer.  He 

went 12 miles from Olmsted Falls to a 

house in Parma. 

From noon to midnight during 

that same move, he also moved around 

a half circle (at our latitude) because 

of the spinning of the Earth on its axis.  

So at midnight he was about 5,500 

miles farther away from the Sun. 

Since the Earth’s axis is cock-

eyed, Eric also traveled south about 

2,400 miles closer to the plane of the 

ecliptic. 

Besides, the Earth scooted about 

800,000 miles in its orbit around the 

Sun during that interval.  All this is 

making me dizzy. 

By the way, our Galaxy revolves 

in space around its center, so our en-

tire Solar system moved about 6 mil-

lion miles through space in that half-

day. 

I should mention that, because of 

expansion of the universe, Eric moved 

about 30 million miles away from a 

galactic cluster in the nearby constella-

tion Virgo. 

Yep, Eric sure moved that day! 

 

Upcoming Astronomical Events 

The Nature League of The 

Cleveland Museum of 

Natural History Hosts “The 

Big Bang” Benefit 

The Nature League of The Cleve-

land Museum of Natural History is 

presenting its first benefit, The Big 

Bang, on Saturday, October 7, 2000, 

from 7 p.m. to midnight.  This elegant 

event is sponsored by National City 

with proceeds earmarked for the Mu-

seum’s new Nathan and Fannye Sha-

fran planetarium, opening in October 

2001. 

Mary Hromyko, Museum mem-

bership coordinator and benefits co-

chair, said, “Our group has been inter-

ested in hosting a benefit for the Mu-

seum for some time.  The Big Bang is 

a natural for the Nature League mem-

bers and the public!  It’s reasonably 

priced and partygoers can nosh at food 

stations in the Museum’s galleries, 

enjoy a full bar and dance to big band 

music.”  Shows in the planetarium and 

observatory, led by Museum educators 

Joe DeRocher and Clyde Simpson, are 

also being planned to complement the 

entertaining astronomical theme. 

Tickets for The Big Bang formal-

attire affair are $75 per person.  Na-

ture League members receive a dis-

count.  To purchase benefit tickets, 

call 216-231-4600, ext. 279. 

Explorer Lecture Series at 

The Cleveland Museum of 

Natural History 

Friday, November 3, 2000 at 7:30 

p.m.  Stairways to the Stars:  Sky-

watching in Ancient Mesoamerica. 

The Mayan civilization that flour-

ished in Mesoamerica was one of the 

greatest the Western Hemisphere has 

ever seen.  Central to this culture was 

the belief that the movements of the 

celestial bodies – chief among them 

Venus – reflected the intentions of 

spiritual forces that ruled the world.  

Dr. Anthony Aveni, who is Russell B. 

Colgate Professor of Astronomy and 

Anthropology at Colgate University 

and one of the founding fathers of the 

study of ancient astronomy, explains 

how the heavens influenced the devel-

opment of written calendars and the 

architecture and designs of this Meso-

american society’s buildings and 

monuments.  

Guests can stroll through the gal-

leries, meet and greet speakers and 

curators, participate in book signings, 

shop in the Ark in the Park Museum 
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Store and more.  Museum doors open 

at 5:30 p.m.  Free parking. 

Individual tickets are $8 per per-

son.  Light dinners are available only 

with pre-paid advance orders.  Mu-

seum members receive a discount on 

individual tickets.  Wine, beer, soda, 

coffee, pastries, and assorted cheese, 

vegetable and fruit plates will also be 

available for purchase the night of the 

event.  To charge tickets and dinners, 

call the Museum’s box office at (216) 

231-1177 or 800-317-9155, ext. 279. 

Frontiers of Astronomy 

Lecture Series 

Thursday, October 26, 2000 at 8 

p.m. at the Cleveland Museum of 

Natural History in Murch Auditorium. 

Dr. Susana Deustua from the 

Lawrence Berkeley National Labora-

tory will discuss the proposed Super-

nova/Acceleration Probe (SNAP), a 

satellite observatory. 

This is the first of several free 

public lectures in the Frontiers of As-

tronomy series.  This free lecture se-

ries sponsored by the Museum, Case 

Western Reserve University and The 

Cleveland Astronomical Society offers 

those with a serious interest in astron-

omy the chance to learn about some of 

the latest research in the field.  No 

tickets or reservations are required.  

On clear evenings, the Museum’s ob-

servatory will be open following the 

lectures. 

Planetarium Programs at 

The Cleveland Museum of 

Natural History 

The following programs are being 

featured throughout October: 

Planets of the Sun:   For years 

scientists could only visit planets and 

moons by telescope.  Now there are 

many ways that we can take a closer 

look at the other members of our solar 

system.  Find out what these technolo-

gies have told us about the planets and 

their moons.  You can also ask your 

questions about astronomy.  Programs 

for all ages are held on Saturdays at 

11 a.m. and 1 p.m. and Sundays at 1 

p.m.      

Solar Max 2000:   This year 

marks the greatest activity on the sur-

face of the sun since 1989, a phe-

nomenon that affects the Earth and 

solar system in a number of ways, 

from the aurora borealis and tempera-

ture to sunspots and our planetary sys-

tem’s magnetic field.  Find out more 

about these changes by attending this 

program.  Programs for ages 5 and 

older are held on Saturdays and Sun-

days at 2, 3, and 4 p.m.    

The planetarium is capped by the 

Hanna Star Dome and illuminated by 

fiber optics. Planetarium tickets are 

$1.50 per person with Museum admis-

sion.  Museum members are free.  

The Observatory at The 

Cleveland Museum of 

Natural History 

Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m. to 10 

p.m., starting September 6.  Open clus-

ters are loosely scattered groups of 

newly formed stars just a few million 

years old.  View a selection of these 

jewel boxes from the fading summer 

and emerging autumn skies.  Free with 

Museum admission. 

Note From The Desk of 

The Editor  

I am always looking for articles 

for The Observer.  If there are any 

aspiring authors out there who want to 

contribute an article, share a story or   

observation, etc. please do so, and I 

will include it in the next edition.  Re-

member, this is your newsletter, and 

participation from the general mem-

bership can only make the newsletter 

better.  Please send articles, sugges-

tions, and/or  comments to: 

Jeff Lewis 

5623 Allendale Drive 

North Olmsted, OH 44070-4622 

Or you can send them via e-mail 

to bruise@ameritech.net. 

Thanks and Clear Skies! 

 

 

    

  

 

 

 

 

 



The Observer October 2000 5 

 

Maps for the Rocky River Nature Center 

 

 

 

The entrance to the Rocky River Nature Center is located off of either Shepard Lane or Valley Parkway, in the 

Rocky River Reservation of the Cleveland Metroparks in North Olmsted. 
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Maps for The Chalet 
 

 

 

The Chalet is located at 16200 Valley Parkway in the Mill Stream Run Reservation of the Cleveland Metroparks 

in Strongsville. 
 

 


