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CAA Schedule 

Monday, April 13  

General Membership Meeting at 8 

p.m. in the Cleveland Metroparks 

Rocky River Nature Center. Impor-

tant bylaw vote by membership per-

taining to planned observatory. 

Sunday, April 19 

Monthly Board Meeting will be 

held at 3 p.m. in Cupachino’s Café at 

23420 Lorain Road, North Olmsted. 

Saturday, May 2 

Astronomy Day 

Monday, May 11  

General Membership Meeting at 8 

p.m. in the Cleveland Metroparks 

Rocky River Nature Center.  

Sunday, May 17 

Monthly Board Meeting will be 

held at 3 p.m. in Cupachino’s Café at 

23420 Lorain Road, North Olmsted. 

Saturday, May 30 - 31 

The Dusk to Dawn Diversion will 

be held at the South Mastick Picnic 

Area this year. We will need speakers 

and telescopes for this all night event. 

Please call Jerry Skala at 

330-273-1457 or email him at 

JMSkala@Compuserve.com to help 

out at this major event. We will need 

all the help we can get for this one. It 

begins at dusk and we ask that mem-

bers with telescopes arrive by sunset at 

approximately 9 o’clock EDT. Astro-

nomical twilight will end at 11 o’clock 

EDT. 

Monday, June 8 

General Membership Meeting at 8 

p.m. in the Cleveland Metroparks 

Rocky River Nature Center.  

Upcoming Events 

Wednesday, April 1 

Moon passes 0.2° north of Alde-

baran. 

Sunday, April 5, 2 AM 

Daylight Savings Time starts. 

Thursday, April 16 

The last of the 1997-1998 Fron-

tiers of Astronomy Lecture Series at 

The Cleveland Museum of Natural 

History, at 8 PM. Dr. George Jacoby, 

Kitt Peak National Observatory, 

speaks on “The Size and Age of The 

Universe”. The quest to determine the 

size and age of the Universe through 

the Hubble Constant began over 70 

years ago. Dr. Jacoby will discuss the 

current status of the determination of 

the Hubble Constant and the attempt to 

resolve the controversy that arose 

some 25 years ago between Allan 

Sandage and Gerard De Vaucouleurs 

concerning its value and thus, the age 

of the Universe. 

Thursday, April 23 

In the pre-dawn hours the Moon 

will occult both Venus and Jupiter. 

This event will not be visible from the 

USA. However, the spectacular close 

triplet will be visible when they rise 

just after 4 AM. The separation be-

tween the Moon and Jupiter at that 

time is 1° 47′ with Venus between 

them. 

Tuesday, April 28 

Moon occults Aldebaran for USA. 

Friday & Saturday, May 22 & 23 

Venus, Saturn and the crescent 

Moon form a beautiful triplet just be-

fore dawn in the east. 

Thursday & Friday, May 28 & 29 

Venus and Saturn do a tango in 

the eastern dawn sky. 

News 

Important Bylaws Vote 

As announced at the last meeting 

and announced again here, there will 

be an important vote in April to 

change our bylaws. The proposed 

change will allow the board of the 

association to donate the proposed 

observatory to the Medina Parks. This 

donation will allow us to build the 

observatory under the laws controlling 

the park district.  

This means the plans and con-

struction will be approved by the Me-

dina Parks and county, not the town-

ship.  

The following change will be 

voted upon at the regular general 

membership meeting on April 13.  

Article VI, Section 3 of the by-

laws should be amended as follows: 

delete “and maintenance” and insert in 

its place “, maintenance and disposi-

tion”. 

This section would then read in 

whole, “All use, maintenance and dis-

position of projects, equipment, and 

properties of The Association shall be 

specified by and subject to the ap-

proval of The Board of Directors.” 
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More Observatory News 

Chuck Reinhart, Chair of the Ob-

servatory Committee, is doing his 

darndest to keep our costs down. Over 

the past weeks he has been meeting 

with various architecture firms to get 

quotes from them. Selection of the 

architecture company and their final 

drawings will be complete shortly. 

These drawings are required so that 

construction may begin. 

Dusk to Dawn Diversion 

The Cleveland Metroparks have 

announced May 30 and 31 will be the 

dates for their Dusk to Dawn Diver-

sion. This year it will be held at the 

South Mastick Picnic Area.  

This crazy all-night party is spon-

sored every year by the Metroparks on 

a Saturday/Sunday evening. They 

bring in all sorts of interesting happen-

ings for families and we are part of it 

again this year.  

We have two roles to play at the 

party. As veteran observers, we will 

set up our telescopes and show off the 

heavens to the hundreds of visitors. 

Secondly, Erik Hall will be giving an 

astronomical talk in a tent to the 

crowds. Erik’s talk begins at 

11:45 PM. 

So what will you be doing that 

evening? Due to the anticipated 

crowds, we will need many members 

to help out with their telescopes at this 

event.  

This major event begins at dusk 

and we ask that members with tele-

scopes arrive by sunset at approxi-

mately 9 o’clock EDT. Astronomical 

twilight will end at 11 o’clock EDT. 

July Convention Set 

The public convention will be 

held on July 25, two days past New 

Moon, at the Letha House Field. The 

evening before, July 24, will be re-

served for a members-only evening of 

observing at the same location.  

On July 25, members will enjoy a 

pot-luck meal at 5 p.m., followed by 

open public viewing at 7. We will 

need about two speakers for the pub-

lic. Please contact Jerry Skala to par-

ticipate in the speaking. 

Member List Published 

Included with this issue of the Ob-

server is the CAA member list. Please 

check the list for errors or omissions. 

Send any corrections to Jerry Skala 

via e-mail at 

JMSkala@compuserve.com or 

phone at 330-273-1457.  

Sorry if I messed up your name or 

address. I’ll print corrections if 

needed. 

Jupiter Dust Ring 

MEDIA RELATIONS OFFICE 

JET PROPULSION LABORATORY  

CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF 

TECHNOLOGY  

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND 

SPACE ADMINISTRATION  

PASADENA, CALIF. 91109 TELE-

PHONE (818) 354-5011  

http://www.jpl.nasa.gov  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

 

NEW CLASS OF DUST RING DIS-

COVERED AROUND JUPITER  

 

Scientists have found evidence for 

a new ring of dust that occupies a 

backward orbit around Jupiter, based 

on computer simulations and data from 

NASA's Galileo spacecraft, it is re-

ported in today's issue of Science 

magazine.  

A team led by researchers at the 

University of Colorado at Boulder 

reported that a faint, doughnut-shaped 

ring of interplanetary and interstellar 

dust some 1,126,000 kilometers in 

diameter (about 700,000 miles) ap-

pears to be orbiting the giant planet. 

Evidence for the new ring's existence 

comes from computer simulations that 

correlate with data collected by a dust 

detector aboard the Galileo spacecraft 

has detected this ring by capturing 

some of its dust, said Dr. Joshua 

Colwell, a research associate at the 

university's Laboratory for Atmos-

pheric and Space Physics.  

Surprisingly, the researchers say, 

most of the interstellar and interplane-

tary dust particles appear to be in a 

"retrograde" orbit -- that is, moving in 

the opposite direction of the rotating 

planet and its moons, Colwell said. 

The reason for the backward orbit of 

the tiny particles is not yet clear, he 

said.  

The paper in Science magazine 

was authored by Colwell, research 

associate Dr. Mihaly Horanyi, also of 

the Laboratory for Atmospheric and 

Space Physics, and planetary scientist 

Dr. Eberhard Grun of the Max Planck 

Institute for Astrophysics in Heidel-

berg, Germany, who is the principal 

investigator on Galileo's dust detector.  

The Galileo mission is managed 

by NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory 

(JPL), Pasadena, CA. JPL is a division 

of the California Institute of Technol-

ogy, Pasadena, CA. 

NASA's Voyager 2 detected an 

uneven dust ring around Jupiter in 

1979 that scientists believe was cre-

ated by the collisions of small moon-

lets with micrometeoroids in the Jo-

vian system. But the newly identified 

ring of dust with smoke-size particles 

originating from beyond the Jovian 

system appears to be much larger, 

more sparse and, possibly unique in 

the solar system.  

"I suspect we may wind up seeing 

something similar at Saturn," said 

Colwell. Launched in 1997, NASA's 

Cassini spacecraft will reach the 

ringed planet in 2004.  
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Dusk to Dawn Diversion to be held at South Mastick Picnic Area in Rocky River Reservation 
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Erik Hall, President ..................................................................................................................(440) 235-3735 

Jerry Skala, Vice-president and editor......................................................................................(330) 273-1457 

David and Faith Bauman, Co-Treasurers..................................................................................(440) 233-6628 
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Other Numbers 

Cleveland Free Net, Go Astronomy............................................................................................ 216-368-3888 

Sky &Telescope Skyline............................................................................................................. 617-497-4168 

Internet 

Cleveland Free Net, Go Astronomy....................................................................... telnet freenet-in-a.cwru.edu 

The Astronomical Society of the Pacific ................................................................................ www.aspsky.org 

NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory......................................................................................... www.jpl.nasa.gov 

Astronomy Magazine......................................................................www.kalmbach.com/astro/astronomy.html 

Sky & Telescope Magazine .................................................................................................. www.skypub.com 

Astra’a Star Gate by Dawn Jenkins .........................................................................www.en.com/users/cygnus 

Starman by Jay Ryan ...........................................................................................www.cybergate.net/~starman 

Warren Rupp Observatory................................................................................... mfdonline.com/wro/wro.htm 
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