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 Editor’s Note 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
I think we have an exciting 2018 planned for the club. Check out our 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS section and please plan on helping out with some 
of our public outreach programs. They are fun and they help to introduce 
the public to the wonder and awe of telescope astronomy! 

 
Nothing for sale this month, but I have added the FOR SALE OR 

TRADE department so if you have good astronomical gear that you would 
like to sell or trade, you can send you submissions directly to me at 
camtimothy@aol.com and I will publish. Be sure to include your contact 
info as prospective buyers will need to contact YOU directly! 

  
As always, this is YOUR club and YOUR newsletter, so if there is 

anything that you would like to contribute, please do! Articles, items for 
sale, pictures are always welcome. I do run things by President Murmann to 
make sure that content is appropriate and family-friendly!  

The CAA is now 60 years old and going strong.  
As always keep looking up! 

Tim Campbell, Editor 
 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
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 News Notes for January 
 
President’s Comments: 
Once again, Happy New Year to everyone!  Looking back over the past year, I think we can say that our 
club had a great year in 2017.  F or example: 
 Rocky River Nature Center.  Thanks to the excellent speakers booked monthly by Vice 
President Tim Campbell, I think it’s fair to say that we drew about 600 or more guests to Rocky River 
Nature Center for our programs during the past year. 
 Medina County.  The six public star parties we held during the summer for the Medina County 
Park District at Letha House were also successful in spite of sometimes cloudy skies.  We probably drew 
a total of about 400 guests to our stargazing programs for the park district.  Our Education Director Nora 
Mishey created special astronomy-education displays and baked hundreds of cookies for these programs.  
And Dave Nuti generously provided coffee for our guests. 

We also supported a special solar eclipse program at Medina County’s Wolf Creek Park that drew 
1,000 guests and filled the park with an overflow of traffic. 
 Special Events.  Major public events organized by our Observatory Director Jay Reynolds 
helped draw an estimated 15,000 people to Lakewood City Park for the city’s Summer Solstice program, 
and another 10,000 or so to Cleveland Metroparks’ Edgewater Park for the solar eclipse.  Member Joe 
Golias donated several thousand solar eclipse glasses for this event from his Astrozap Company. 
 Outreach Programs.  Working separately, CAA members Suzie Dills and Kai Getrost  both 
volunteered during the year to represent our club by presenting public astronomy programs requested by 
four different groups. 
 Our club also participated in the annual Science Night program at Avon Middle School and 
during the daylong Astronomy Day program at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History. 
 Science Mission.  We were delighted when member Kai Getrost was selected to make two trips 
to South America as part of a NASA science team gathering occultation data about asteroid MU69 to 
help prepare for an upcoming flyby mission by NASA’s New Horizons space probe after its historic 
mission to Pluto. 
 TV Program.  Observatory Director Jay Reynolds with the help of Gale Franko has been 
presenting a Sunday morning TV program about astronomy on TV Channel 3. 
 Picnic, Convention, and Winter Dinner.  Finally, I want to mention and thank board member 
Dave Nuti and Chris Christie for organizing our second summer picnic, and to thank VP Tim Campbell 
and Treasurer Ron Palcic for their work on our winter dinner, and Tim, Ron, and Rich Whisler for their 
special help with our annual convention. 

*   *   *  
 As your president, I want to thank all of our members who help support our club and who 
participated in our programs throughout the past year!  And thanks also to my fellow officers and board 
members and to our Webmaster Jim Guilford who worked behind the scenes to help make our success 
possible!  B est wishes!—Bill Murmann 
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DUES 
Annual dues were due in November, but you can still pay up and enjoy all the benefits of club 
membership! I have included the membership form in this issue of the Observer. Please take
a minute if you have not already paid and print out the form and send it in with your check! 
 
 
LETHA HOUSE OBSERVATORY 
 
Regarding Letha House and use of our observatory--CAA members who 
have paid their annual dues and who have a current membership ID card 
can go out to Letha House for star gazing after hours when the park is 
closed to the public.  You have to notify park rangers or the sheriff's office 
when you plan to go to Letha House.  Your CAA ID card serves as an 
Observing Permit that you can show to park rangers or to sheriff's deputies 
if asked. 
 
Your current CAA ID card also serves as an Observing Permit for the 
Cleveland Metroparks.  As is the case with Letha House, you are required 
by the park district to notify Metroparks Rangers whenever you plan to go 
into any of the Metorparks for star gazing after closing hours. 
 
Use of our observatory and telescopes is limited to CAA members who have 
taken training from Observatory Director Jay Reynolds.  This limitation is 
intended to help avoid damage to the roof mechanism on the observatory 
and to the telescopes. 
 
Bill Murmann, President 
 
 
 

*  *  * 
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 WINTER DINNER PICS 

 
Photos of our Winter Dinner by Tim Campbell 

Note: My apologies, but was having such a good time, I forgot to take pics until the 
very end when Marianne reminded me! Next year, I promise to take a lot more! 
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CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

 

2018 Public Programs 
 
 In addition to our regular monthly programs featuring speakers at the 
Rocky River Nature Center, we will have the following public programs: 
 March 8—Science Night from 5-8 p.m. at Avon Middle School. 
 April 21—Astronomy Day at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History. 
 Public star parties for the Medina County Park District will be held on 
Saturday evenings at Letha House on May 19, June 16, July 14, August 18, 
September 15, and October 6. 
 Miscellaneous programs will be added to our schedule for libraries and other 
organizations by special request.  This may include a Summer Solstice program 
for the City of Lakewood, and possibly a program at Findley State Park. 
 These programs will offer opportunities to help with astronomy education 
while engaging in personal star gazing. 
 
 

 
 
SPEAKERS SCHEDULED FOR 2018 
 
January 8, 2018 
Speaker: Jay Reynolds, Club member and Research Astronomer at Cleveland State 
University 
“Journey to Another Solar System!”  
Research Astronomer & Host of WKYC’s “In The Sky”: Jay Reynolds will discuss, how 
scientists are working now on a project to send high speed probes to our nearest star, 
with data results in less than 40 years of launch! 
 
 
February 12, 2018 
Speaker : Tim Campbell, Club member and vice president 
“Parallax: How we measure the distance from us to the stars!”  
Club member and self-professed astronomy nerd Tim Campbell will follow Jay 
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Reynolds’s January presentation by showing how through history, humans used 
cleverness, a basic principle of vision, and a succession of instruments to go from 
calculating the throwing distance to food to calculating just how far away those 
little dots in the nighttime sky really are! 
 
March 12, 2018 
Speaker: Alan Studt, club member 
“Astrophotography and other Cool Pictures” 
Club member Alan Studt and his wife will present photos featuring starry night 
landscapes, panoramas, and star trails blended with earthly landscapes! For the 
technically curious, Alan will go over his gear and basic procedures. Plus music and 
more! 
 
April 9, 2018 
Speaker: Matt Franduto, club member 
“Totality and 2017 Astronomy in Review” 
Club member Matt Franduto will discuss and show pics from his trip to view the 
Total Solar Eclipse. Plus, his 2018 space-based calendar! 
  
May 14, 2018 
Speaker: Gary Kader, Club Member and Director of the Burrell Memorial 
Observatory at Baldwin Wallace 
“The Inflationary Hot Big Bang Theory” 
The universe is 13.7 billion years old.  Our best current understanding of the Universe’s origin is 
called The Big Bang Theory.  Gary Kader, Director of the Burrell Memorial Observatory at 
Baldwin Wallace University, will present a lecture on the science and history of the Big Bang 
Theory, taking us back to within a trillionth of a second after that beginning. 
 
June 11, 2018 
Speaker: The club members 
“Telescope Show and Tell” 
Tonight various club members will display their favorite telescopes and explain why, 
how, and how much!” 
 
 

***** 
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Reminder: our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's Letha 
House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256. 

 

 

 HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR JANUARY SKIES 
  Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine and to Orion Telescopes & Binoculars for help 
with this brief list of what-to-see in January. —by Bill Murmann. 

*   *   *  
 Moon, Jupiter, and Mars—If you don’t mind being up really, really early in the morning, go out 
at 3 a.m. on January 11 to see the waning crescent Moon, Jupiter, and Mars close together as they rise 
above the southeastern horizon. 
 Orion at its Best—Orion, the most prominent constellation during the winter, is high in the sky 
during January and February.  Check out M42, the great nebula visible as the middle star in Orion’s 
Sword.  Look for the Trapezium, the 4-star diamond-shaped system at the center of the nebula.  If you 
have an equatorial mount or a go-to scope that will accept data input, the coordinates are RA 05h 35.4m 
and DEC -05° 27´.   
 Hind’s Crimson Star and M79—Just south of Orion is the constellation Lepus, the Hare.  Look 
for Hind’s Crimson Star, a red carbon star, to the right of Lepus at  RA 04h 59m and DEC -14 º 48´.  
Discoverer British astronomer J.R. Hind described it as “a red drop of blood” in the night sky.  Below 
Lepus at RA 05h 24m and DEC -24 º 31´ you can find M79, a winter globular cluster that is 41,000
light years from Earth. 
 Witch Head Nebula—If you like a challenge, see if you can see the famous Witch Head nebula 
in the constellation Eridanus to the right of Rigel, the bright white star that is the right foot of Orion.  The 
Witch Head is a faint reflection nebula at RA 05h 02m and DEC -07 º 54  ́that is believed to be a remnant 
of an ancient supernova.  It looks like a hazy grey patch through the scope.  In photos, however, it looks 
blue.  Try seeing it without a filter. 
 Flame Nebula—Use a larger scope to locate this emission nebula just above Alnitak, the 
easternmost star in Orion’s Belt.  The Flame Nebula (NGC 2024) can be found at RA 05h 41m 54s and 
DEC -1° 51' 0.0".  Alnitak provides the energy that lights up the nebula. 

Kemble’s Cascade—Use binoculars to see if you can spot this asterism in the polar constellation 
Camelopardalis.  Sky & Telescope columnist Gary Seronik say it looks like a waterfall or stair steps of 
8th or 9th magnitude stars with a 5th magnitude star in the middle.  At the eastern end of the cascade, you 
can find NGC 1502, a small cluster of about 45 stars is located at RA 04h 07m and DEC+62 º 19´.  
Kemble’s Cascade seems to flow into NGC 1502. 
 Nebulosity on Display—If you use binoculars or a wide-field scope, you should be able to see 
the “cloud” of nebulosity around the Pleiades open star cluster (M45) overhead near the constellation 
Taurus.  The Pleiades, located at RA 3h 47m 24sec and DEC +24° 07´, are currently moving through a 
cloud of dust and gas.  Light from the star cluster is creating a reflection nebula.  When our own Sun 
was created over four billion years ago, it may have been part of an open star cluster like the Pleiades. 



January 2018  Volume 47 Issue 1 

8 
 

 Blue Moon Lunar Eclipse—Just before dawn on January 31, we will be able to see a partial 
eclipse of the so-called Blue Moon, the second full Moon in January.  The Blue Moon occurs every 2.7 
years.  The partial eclipse should be visible around 7 a.m. in the west before the Moon sets . 

-end- 
 
 

**** 
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 Club Membership Form 
2017 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

  

Date: __/__/__ 

Name:________________________________________________________Address:______________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________ State:__ ______ Zip Code: ________ 

Phone:_________________ E-Mail:¬_________________________________ 

 

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 

E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 

Membership Level: __ $10 Student  __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family        $___.__ 

 

The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website, 

www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00        $___.__ 

 

Magazine Subscriptions: 

PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 

 

Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00           $___.__ 

__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 

 

Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $32.95     $___.__ 

__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 

 

The Observer’s Handbook* – $26.95 each 

From the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada.                                        $ ___.__ 

 

*The cutoff date for ordering The Observer’s Handbook is strictly December 18, 2017 at the Christmas Party.  Any money received after this date will 
be refunded.  As always, the P.O. Box will be checked before final payment is sent out. 

 

 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.__  

 

Please make all checks payable to: Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 

      P.O. Box 868 

      North Olmsted, OH 44070 

Club Use Only: 

Received: 

Cash/Check# ______ 
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Club Members Photo Gallery 

 
Scope: Stellarvue 70mm Triplet APO w/0.8x Reducer Flattener 

Camera: ATIK460EX 6MP monochrome CCD 
Mount: Orion Sirius EQ-G 

Off Axis Guider: ZWO OAG with QHY5L-II camera 
Filterwheel: ZWO EFW 8 Position 

Filters: Blue 38 x 2min, Red 23 x 2min, Green 20 x 2min 
Used the Blue Channel as a Luminance in post processing 

 
Had a few hours of clear sky Saturday night.  Enough time for my new  

Stellarvue 70mm Triplet to see its first light.  I didn't get as much  
imaging time on the red and green channels as I would have liked before  
the clouds rolled in but got just enough to squeeze an image out.  Shot  
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from my driveway in Cuyahoga Falls! 
 

Dave Watkins 
 

 
Clear skies on Christmas night, but it was cold!  I was killing time  
waiting for IC 443 to rise above the trees so I decided to shoot the  

Double Cluster NGC 869 & 884 while I was waiting.  I have a remote  
connection to my laptop in the driveway, so I get to stay inside where  

it is nice and warm while I image!  The only thing I have to go outside  
for is to set up, re-focus, and fix other problems that arise. 

 
Clusters are a nice change because they don't require a lot of time. 

Telescope: Stellarvue 70mm Triplet w/reducer/flattener 
Camera: ATIK460EX 6MP monochrome 
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Filters: Red, Green, & Blue each: 7 x 2min, 20 x 30sec, 24 minutes each  
channel, 72 minutes total imaging time. 

Filterwheel ZWO 8 position USB 
ZWO Off-Axis Guider 

QHY5L-II guide camera 
 

Dave Watkins 

 Miscellaneous Astronomy 
Citizen Science—Help Wanted 

 

 NASA is looking for help in analyzing light curves from its Kepler Mission to help detect 
planetary transits, eclipsing binary stars, multiplanet systems, and stellar flares.  Volunteers are needed 
because the human eye has been found to be more sensitive in examining Kepler light curve data than 
computers. 

 If you are interested in helping to find new planets, go to www.planethunters.org for further 
information. 

 FOR SALE OR TRADE 
Nothing for sale this month! 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 
No Secretary’s report this month as we had no meeting! 
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 TREASURER’S REPORT 
CAA Financial Report Dec-17 
Beginning Bank Bal. 9,479.07 
Beginning Petty Cash 338.03 
Total Beginning Cash 9,817.10 

  Income - Bank 
 Memberships 270.00 

Prepaid Magazine Subscriptions 133.90 
Observer Handbook 80.85 
Interest 0.08 
Cash Transfer 195.00 
Donations 25.00 

  Income - Petty Cash 
 X-Mas Party Raffle 196.00 

  Expenses - Bank 
 Xmas Party 108.00 

Magazine Expense 334.75 

  Expenses - Petty Cash 
 Cash Transfer 195.00 

  Net Bank 9,741.15 
Net Petty Cash 339.03 
Total 10,080.18 
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 CLUB CONTACTS 
 

 
President:   
Bill Murmann   440-572-0464   murmann@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President and Editor of the Observer:  
Tim Campbell 216-316-7829 camtimothy@aol.com 
Treasurer: 
Ron Palcic  330-336-8286 thematrix@neo.rr.com 
Secretary: 
Trevor Braun 440-823-6276 Braunth7@gmail.com 
CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford 440-877-0372 guilford.james@gmail.com 
 
Members at Large: 
Dave Nuti  216-502-1706 working212@yahoo.com 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 jay52757@yahoo.com 
Bob Wiersma 440-409-1468 rrw28141@gmail.com 
 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 jay52757@yahoo.com 
Hospitality: 
Rich and Nancy Whisler 
Education Director: 
Nora Mishey 
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