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Cuyahoga Astronomical Association
Takes Steps to Bridge Astronomy
Gap
By Gene Curtain

March 31, 1996 marked another Opening Day in
Cleveland. While this event did not receive all the
fanfares as our baseball team's opening day, (ifit
received any at all) it nevertheless took its place
quietly in Cleveland History. We call the Cuyahoga
Astronomical Association's Electronic Bulletin
Board on the Cleveland Free-Net System Northern
Ohio Skies. We gave it this name because of its
location, Northern Ohio, and the area astronomy
groups we have invited to take part. To my
knowledge, it is a first in our area.

Northern Ohio Skies is design to provide
astronomy information to everyone interested in
astronomy. We design it to bridge the gap between
area amateur and professional astronomers and
simultaneously, form a bond between astronomy
clubs throughout all of Northern Ohio.

With the future of The Ohio Turnpike Astronomical
Association (OTAA) uncertain, astronomy clubs in
Northern Ohio are in need of a way of
communicating with one another. Why sit in a
meeting for two to three hours listening to some
member argue over Robert's Rules of Order or
someone else brag about their scientific
accomplishments? It is the goal of Northern Ohio
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Skies to link everyone that has an interest in
astronomy together. It is time to let bygones be
bygones. Let us do away with the big me, little you,
my scope is better then your scope notion. It is a
chance to start talking to one another instead of
talking about each other and the advantages will be
great for all.

Advantages of taking part in Northern
Ohio Skies

As interest in astronomy grows with comets such as
Hyakutake and Hale-Bopp, the public will be
looking at astronomy clubs for information. With
the combine effort of all the astronomy clubs
throughout Northern Ohio and with a means of
faster communication, we can better prepare
ourselves and meet the needs of the public.

Northern Ohio Skies will allow clubs to post
_ informa!ion about their organization ...JYho they are,

Where, when, and what time they meet. What
special interest groups are within the clubs
organization, benefits of becoming a member, how
to join, and who to contact. They can even include
membership application for downloading. Each
organization can post their club's schedule, star
parties, conventions, talks, astronomy items for sale,
newsletters, etc. on an unmoderated board.

Northern Ohio Skies will offer Sky & Telescope's
Sky on Line updates, North American Skies,
Skywatch, Abrams Planetarium, Astronet News,
The Observer, and other publications as they
become available. Northern Ohio Skies will
feature observation reports from area astronomers.
Reports of interest will remain on line for ninety
days.

Northern Ohio Skies will feature a Question and
Answer Astronomy Open Form. It is a chance to
come in close contact with schools and other
organizations.

Northern Ohio Skies can be reached through The
Cleveland Free-Net. At any Your Choice prompt,
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type ( go astronomy). This will place you into
Northern Ohio Skies and its sub-menus.

1. About Northern Ohio Skies
2. Celestial Events Bulletin Board
3. Upcoming Events Bulletin Board
4. General Information
5. Astronomy Open Form Q & A

A few of these sub-menus are broken down even
further. Explore and enjoy.

Mail can be sent to any of the following Syops:

Gene Curtain
Lon Dittrick
Mike Marcinko
Tom Miller

bp33 9@cleveland.freenet.edu
bk500@cleveland.freenet.edu
ah029@cleveland.freenet.edu
hu986@cleveland.freenet.edu

Astronomy club representatives can contact us for a
special access number.

-- Disa(Jvantages of taKing part iDNortliern -
Ohio Skies

None

See you on line

Cuyahoga Astronomical Association
and The Nature Co. Join Forces to
Promote Astronomy
by Gene Curtain

The Cuyahoga Astronomical Association and The
Nature Co. are promoting Astronomy throughout
Northern Ohio. They have asked that C.AA take
part in a program sponsored by The Nature Co. at
The Great Northern Mall. Members of C.AA will
talk about telescopes to mall shoppers along with
promoting club membership and activities. We have
also invited the Nature Co. to participate in our star
parties and outings.
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C.A.A. will also be providing a free club
membership to those Nature Co. 's customers that
buy telescopes. Purchasers of scopes, will receive a
certificate that's good for membership into C.A.A.
at the time of purchase. According to The
Nature Co. , scope manufactures are swamped with
scope orders that can take from six to twelve weeks
to fill. Understanding this, we have extended our
offer from the date of purchase to the balance of
the year. They do not have to have the scope in
hand to become a full-fledged member of C.A.A.
Upon the return of the certificate, one can take part
in all club activities.

The new members will have a group of amateur and
professional astronomers to help them learn about
the sky, their scope, and how to use it. Most of all,
they will be adding to the excitement of our star
parties and club outings.

How Yuji Hyakutake found 199681
(Comet Hyakutake)
by Masaki Okamoto

I can read what Yuji Hyakutake wrote himself about
his discovery. To share my pleasure with other
members I have translated his report published in the
April issue of Gekkan Tenmon (Monthly
Astronomy) one of the popular amateur
astronomical magazines in Japan.

I searched for a comet for only four hours in two
nights in January, because we had a long spell of
disagreeable weather here since my discovery of
1995YI a month ago.

On January 30, as it was likely to clear up at dawn, I
left home for my observation place.

I wanted to reach there at 3:30 A.M., when the
Moon would set in the west. The sky was in a nice
condition when I left home, but I found low clouds
flowing from the west at the observation place.

The zenith of the sky began to clear around 4:00
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A.M .. I tried to turn my binos to see Comet
1995YI. When the binos were pointing almost
straight up, I managed to catch three objects
together, MlOl, NGC5474 and then 1995Yla little
smaller than MIOI. My comet was about 9th
magnitude, 8' in diameter.

As I made a sketch sitting in an awkward posture, I
got a pain in the neck. After sketching I began
comet searching freely as usual.

It was about twenty minutes later when I
unexpectedly came across an object like a comet. At
first I did not know where it was because of the
clouds. Judging from the constellations sometimes
glimpsed between floating clouds, the object seemed
to be in the southeast of Crow Constellation. I had
moved my binos to the southern part of the sky
without being aware of it.

I was surprised when I mentally connected the stars.
Unbelievable! I had thought I already knew the
pattern of these stars weil!

I was very familiar with the star map of this area
because I had often confirmed 1995YI there! I had
completely memorized the arrangement of stars
around there. The memory was still fresh to me. Too
new to forget! I said to myself, "I must be
dreaming."

I left my binoculars for a while to calm myself down
and then I started drawing the comet-like object. It
was much more condensed than 1995YI. It was still
dark but easy to see. II th magnitude, 2.5' in
diameter.

It was at 4:50 AM. when I looked at my watch after
marking its position. What I had to confirm first was
whether it was moving or not. At 5:40 AM. the
morning twilight began. I again went back to the
binoculars. I couldn't confirm the motion of the
object by comparing it with the stars a round it.
At last I gave up trying to confirm. I concluded to
myself that the "possible comet" should be coming
directly toward the Earth. I quit searching when I
heard the siren for 6:00 AM. at the foot of the hill.
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I came back home and checked comets which had
already been discovered but I could not find reports
referring to the comet-like object in question.
So I began to draw up a report.

I copied the position of this morning's comet-like
object on page 332 on Uranometria 2000 from the
previous sketch. I had already marked the position
of 1995Yl on the star atlas.

I was stunned by the curious coincidence. The new
object was in a very similar location to where
1995Yl was found. A few minutes different in R.A
and 3 degrees to the east in Dec.

I sent the report to the New Astronomical Findings
Infomation Department at the National Observatory.
I also sent a fax to Syuichi Nakano (the Calculation
Center ofO.AA) and left a message in his
answering machine.

At midnight the condition of the sky was poorer
-than the previousnight and, whatwasworse, a

drizzle began to fall at 0:00 AM.. Just as I had
decided to give up trying to confirm the object that
morning, a fax came to me saying that my find was
confirmed.

The fax was sent from Ikari in Otu to Nakano at
2:58 AM .. And it was sent to me from Nakano
again at 3:03AM.

I was so glad to be given such a quick response
because all I could do at the time was wait. I felt
relaxed when I read the fax.

This is the second comet for me, but I cannot feel
pride in it. I feel terribly relieved that it was not a
mistake. I may feel the same way even if I find more
comets.
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So That We Understand One
Another
By Gene Curtain

A question was put to the floor why the name of the
speaker and the speaker's topics for our monthly
meetings have not been published in the Observer.
Upon hearing the question, I felt it was 0 my duty,
seeing I am the one that volunteered to take over the
editorial ship of this newsletter, to answer. So for
those who are still in wonder after hearing my
explanation and for those that were not present here
is my response as towhy I will not publish this
infonnation in the Newsletter.

This past November, President Erik Hall asked me,
if I would like to share with the club my thoughts on
my new 12" Meade LX200. While I felt that I was
not really ready to make a presentation, (for
presentations I have witnesses have all been first
class) I, never-the-less agreed to do it in the future.
I waS-to be the speaker for our Fe15ruarfmeetlng
and being the type of person that I am, I was pump
and eager to get started.

Members had been using slides and overlays with
their text when making presentations, so I decided
to follow in their steps and do the same. I took
photos of the scope from all angels to show the
complete scope. When the scope was in need of
repair, I took photos of the inner workings of the
declination assembly, the right ascension assembly
and the brains of the scope. Besides the slides and
overlays, this was going to be a hand on
presentation. Members were going to have the
opportunity to use the scope in the parking lot. This
was going to be, what I hope would be, a first class
presentation and yet little different then others.

I am not sure how much time I had placed in my
preparation but I would guesstimate ten total hours.

The news of my upcoming talk was published in the
January edition of The Observer. This notification
turns out to be a big mistake, for word came back to
me that if Gene Curtain was going to speak on his
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LX200, then certain members were not going to be
attending.

Shocked, disappointed, sadden by the statements
made, (pick one or all of the above) I really did not
know what to do. My decision was helped a few
days later while out observing, my scope refused to
function. (You know that story by now)
Therefore, being unable to present the talk the way I
had intend, I informed Erik of the need to find a
replacement speaker and presented him with what
had been presented to me about attendance at the
February meeting.

It was this event that forced me to decide to exclude
speakers and speaker content information from the
newsletter. Speakers need to be protected from
those know-it all members that think they are better
then everyone else. They need to be protected from
members that think attending the meeting of their
organization is a waste of time for them unless they
know what is going to be said or discussed in
advance. Where's the respect for the club itself?
Where's the respect for the officers that present club
information to the members before the speaker's
presentation? Why do we waste the club's energy
on these people?

One would think that a member joins an
organization not only for what it has to offer but
also for the companionship of its fellow members. I
enjoy being with Mike, Erik, Chris, Lonnie, Paul,
Dawn, Carl and other members of the club when we
are out observing. I also enjoy the presence and
company of these people at our meetings. It's good
to chat with then, compair notes on equipment and
observations. I have become a better observer
because of them. The talks at our meetings are a
bonus. Those that speak make a contribution to the
club no matter what the subject and they deserve the
respect and support of the club members.

It is ashame, that what was once a club of
observers is now a club of members that would like
everything handed to them on a silver plater. It is to
these members I ask the question. . . Why did you
join this organization? Besides telling you who is
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going to speak and on what subject, should we also
tell you in advance in what direction of the sky we
will be observing so that you can decide to come out
or not? To the rest of the membership, Why do we
cater to these people?

Some of the muddle that was echoed during my
statement at the last meeting came from what I call
Couch Potato Observers. People that are never
present at anything the club does except a meeting
occasionally. You do not see them line up in front
of Tom Miller asking to give a talk. They contribute
nothing but hot air yet have the nerve to demand
from the club certain rights.

As a member, I guess they do have those rights and
privileges that we bestowed upon them when they
join the club and maybe the club should address
those rights. As the one who came forward when
the call went out for an editor, I also have rights.
The right to ignore those that wish to ignore others
because they know not what they speak is a right
that I wiil now enjoy exercising.

My position as editor was a volunteer position.
Upon acceptance, I was told to feel free to present
to the club a newsletter as I saw fit. Now members
are telling me that this and that was always in the
newsletter. My response to that is simple.

I was not the editor then and after this publication, I
will nolonger be editor. The editor of The Observer
needs to be someone that will pacify the Couch
Potatos of this organization.

I would however like to thank everyone for their
support with a special thanks to Shirley Marchinko,
Jay Rayn, Linda Curtain, and the others that made a
contribution to the newsletters.

Jl if.. mIf ~ iluJ, a. ~ t.diLv.b t..m ~ ruu1,i#1. Fi
will t.Ju, &IHA. ~ tk, ~ , tJw.,~. iu k ~ iluJ,

~ tk, flIWII, , tk, ~ """ $WI. 'ffImth~ ~ k~
em tk, ~ Jwi , tJw., ~. j Iuui ~ ~ ~ wdJ" ;to
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Letters to the Editor

Norm Oberle
February 2, 1939 - February 14, 1996
by Dawn Jenkins

In 1983, my husband and I attended our first regular
astronomy club meeting. The speakers for the evening
were Norm Oberle and Al Panzer. The subject was a
perennial one: refractors vs. reflectors.
It was the first time we met Norm and a lecture neither of
us ever forgot.

Norm's fascination with the night sky began with his first
telescope around the age of twelve. It was a small
refractor, but is stirred up a big interest in Norm. In the
mid 50's, Norm went to the telescope-making class at
Cleveland Natural History on Euclid Ave. He enjoyed is
so much that he became an instructor. In 1958, the
Museum moved to University Circle and Norm later began
teaching mirror-making at the Schuele Planetarium were
the Lake Erie Astronomical Society held its meeting.

-~
Norm Oberle inspired many Ohio amateurs to make their
own telescope mirrors. Norm was one of the charter
members and organizers of Cuyahoga Astronomy Club
and its first president. (Later to become Cuyahoga
Astronomical Association) In the mid-60's, Norm built two
12.5 telescopes, one a Newtonian, the other a Classical
Cassagrain. These were mounted on a trailer and Norm
hauled them all over the state of Ohio to OTAA star
parties. They were called Paul Bunyan's binoculars,
although they were never used as binoculars, one was set
up for photography, the other one Norm used for viewing.

In 1968, Norm formed the LEAP Project (Lake Erie
Astronomical Project) partially an out growth of the
telescope making class and astronomy meetings at the
planetarium. Norm bought a farm on New London Eastern
Road, and LEAP had a 4-acre site out of Norm's purchase.
It was a very dark site, and members built a 30-foot
building. LEAP was donated mirror blanks of 31" and 44"
fused quartz from General Electric. These were test
blanks for Mayall Solar Telescope at Kitt Peak. A mirror-
grinding machine was assembled at LEAP site where
Norm and Jim Thomas worked on the 31-inch telescope
blank.

Unfortunately land near to the LEAP site was sold and the
new owner erected night lights that virtually destroyed the
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local area for astronomical viewing. The LEAP site was
donated to Black River School District. About this time,
Nonn's first marriage broke up.

Norm bought a new house on Bennett Road in North
Royalton where he built an observatory to house his twin
telescopes. From this site, Norm was able to observe
regularly. The complete 31" mirror was mounted in a
sonotube and set up in Norm's front yard where many
local amateurs visited and were able to observe through
this monster telescope.

Paul Leopold reported: "In the early 70's, on the way back
from an astronomy convention, Doug Wereb and I were
invited to Norm's to look through the telescope. We had
the privilege of climbing a 30-foot step ladder. It was an
unnerving climb, but it was worth it. We observed M-13
and the field of view exploded with stars! Swaying in the
breeze, the view was spectacular."

Through Doug Wereb, Norm met members of the Richland
Astronomical Society who were building an astronomical
observatory with the help of an endowment from one of
their members, Warren Rupp. The 31" mirror became the
instrwnentat the Warren Rupp Observatoryat Hidden
Hollow.

Norm held mirror-making classes in North Royalton on
and off during the 1980's. He repaired optical equipment
for optometrists and optometrists from a mobile unit,
traveling throughout Northern Ohio. Nom attributed his
happiness to God and help from his wife, Sandy, who did
much for him. He was noted for his willingness to help
others and his patience with them while they benefited
from his astronomical knowledge. Norm's last telescope
was a 25" mirror which he mounted on the twin 12"
telescope mount Nom enjoyed solar observing and
making videos from his home observatory, but he became
interested in finding a new place for his telescope at a
darker site.

It is with great sorrow, I report that Norm lost his battle
with cancer this February. He will be sorely missed by
amateurs and telescope makers of Ohio. Some
contributors to this short article - Paul Leopold, Gus
Waffen, George Glagola, Robert Blaney & AI Panzer.

Poems
by Jim Seidel

Two little CAA poems regarding last month's speaker's
presentation:
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Twinkle, twinkle, little star
How I wonder, who you are?
The Hubble telescope knows that you are there!

Hi! Diddle Diddle:

Look up at the Cat and the Fiddle
See how the cow jumped over the Moon.
Alas! The CAA Oberlin Star Party was over too soon.

Something Old Something New a
Product Review
by Gene Curtain

Beacon Alerts
by Tech 2000
price:$5.00 each or $16.00 for four plus $3.00 SH

In the April edition of Sky & Telescope, (page 45)
they advertised showcased under new products a
handy blinking light thatwould bean asset around
any observation site. This light snaps onto a 9-volt
battery and will provide up to 100 hours of regular,
red flashes at a rate of about two per second.

Before ordering, I contacted the manufacturer who
is located in Monroeville, Oh, for clarification on the
add. They told me that the light it self will last
indefinitely and that the 100 hours referred to the
battery life.

The light is Night-vision safe and is good for tripod
legs, counterweight shafts or any other dark area.

I placed an order and received the items' wIn a
week. Iwill place them on my giant tripod legs to
help protect my scope.

A must have item for every astronomer who is
concerned about liability.
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May Calendar

3 Full Moon is at 7:48 a.m. EDT

4 Venus is at greatest brilliancy (magnitude-
4.5), 10 a.m. EDT

6 Moon at perigee (227,752 miles from Earth)
5:45 p.m. EDT

7 Moon passes 50 north of Jupiter, 8 p.m.
EDT

8 Moon occult Comet Hale-Bopp
Asteroid Vesta is at opposition

10 Last quarter Moon is at 1:04 a.m. EDT

13 Moon passes 30 north of Saturn, 9 a.m. EDT

C.A.A. General Meeting 8:00 p.m.

14 Mercury is in inferior conjunction, 9 a.m.
EDT

15 Moon passes 1.70 south of Mars, 11 p.m.
EDT

17 New Moon at 7:46 a.m. EDT

19 C.A.A. Board Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Moon passes 80 south of Venus, 9 p.m. EDT

20 Asteroid Parthenope is at opposition

22 Pluto is at opposition, 10 a.m. EDT

Moon at apogee (251,700 miles from Earth),
12:20 p.m. EDT

25 First Quarter Moon at 10: 13 a.m. EDT

29 Asteroid Ceres is at opposition

31 Mercury passes 40 south of Mars, 2 a.m.



.8 May 1996

C.A.A. Annual Convention
Oberlin 96

Oberlin University, Oberlin, Oh
July 12, 13, 14

Our Best Convention Ever

Understanding Twilight
From Cleveland's History through the message ..of
starlight
by Dr. R. Lynn Bondurant & Cynthia A. Hill

Sudden change is very disturbing for most of us.
Fortunately, the relatively slow rotation of the earth
creates a very gentel transition between our bright,
busy days and dark, restful nights. The time in
between is known as twilight. It is a period of
imcomplete darkness that occurs after sunset and
before sunrise. For many of us, it is one of the most

_pleasant times of'the.full day.

. Evening twilight ends at sunset when the Sun's
center dips 180 below the horizon in the west.
Morning twilight begins when the Sun's center
reaches 180 below the horizon in the east and ends
at sunrise.

There are three kinds of twilight, with no set length
of time. Civil twilight is the period from sunset to
when the Sun is 60 below the horizon. At the end of
civil twilight, bright stars begin to appear. During
civil twilight, you can still read a newspaper
outdoors. Nautical twilight is that period from the
end of civil twilight to the time when the Sun arrives
at 12° below the horizon. By the end of nautical
twilight, the horizon is not well defined.
Astronomical twilight follows nautical twilight
ending when the Sun is 180 below the horizon. By
the end of astronomical twilight, sixth magnitude
stars can be observed ifweather, moonlight and
street lights did not interfere.

Lengh of twilight in hour and minutes for Cleveland

Date Time in Hours & Minutes
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January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

1 hr., 46 min.
1 hr., 41 min.
1 hr., 37 min.
1 hr., 40 min.
1 hr., 52 min.
2hrs., 8 min.
2 hrs., 12 min.
1 hr., 58 min.
1 hr., 40 min.
1 hr., 36 min.
1 hr., 38 min.
1 hr., 44 min.

Note that it gets darker quicker near the times of the
beginning of spring and fall. Near the summer and
winter solstices, it takes the greatest amount of time
to get dark once the Sun has set. The Sun sets and
rises at a much steeper angle near the beginning of
spring and fall and can get below the horizon more
quickly.

Do not look for fifth and sixth magnitude stars
before the end of astronomical twilight. To
determine peak observation times, add the hours and
minutes of twilight from the table-tethe-setting time. -
Or you can subtract twilight hours and minutes from
the rising times of the Sun.

C.A.A.Classified
For Sale:
DS-I6 optical tub assembly, 211.25 focuser, finder bracket
asking $1,000.00
Call Jim Hemy at 948-1073

Looking for A New Scope?

Call The Nature Co. Tell Then C.A.A.
Sent You.



Cuyahoga Astronomical Association
Minutes of the Board Meeting
April 14,1996

1. Meeting with Tom James, Director of Medina County Park District

Shelter House Discussion:

• Standard MCPD policy is that visitors can't drive off roadways anywhere in the parks.
Mr. James expressed concem about someone driving over the sewage holding tank lid
located behind the shelter house during the night.
He proposed a new mowing pattem with a grass "access strip" to accommodate CAA's
near-term observing needs at the shelter house. He wants CAA representative{s) to meet
with him onsite to designate where CAA$hould park and setup telescopes when ground.
conditions permit. Eric Hall agreed to contact Mr. James "in a few weeks" to select site
access for CAA telescopes.
MCPD expects shelter house interior to be renovated in 12/96 or 1/97. Storage
compartments will be added for tables and chairs. Insulation will also be added to create a
reservable, heated, "picnic-shelter" interior. CAA storage for telescope{s), etc. shall be
addressed when building is renovated.
MCPD wants to relocate drive to shelter house further east toward crest of hill and
Richman Rd. for safer access. A gravel parking lot for the drive is proposed for the Spring
of '97.

• Mr. James acknowledged CAA's concems of light pollution across the street from the
shelter house and cited the benefits of directional lighting. He asked that the MCPD first
contact the owner of the light pole before we consider requesting a shield for that light.

Proposed Observatory Discusstcn:"

• 'We (MCPD) would never plan to build an observatory. It's just not in our budget," said Mr.
James. He did acknowledge past discussions with Mike Williams about building an
observatory at Letha House Park and discourages building an observatory at another
location due to vandalism.

• Mr. James also offered to help identify grant sources and foundation directors for the CAA
to contact when we decide to solicit funds to build an observatory. He added that "an
observatory would create a more stable environment for public talks" and perhaps be a
great platform for naturalists' presentations.

Public Talks:

The following dates were presented by the CAA board and approved by Mr. James for the
'96 season. All talks are scheduled to begin at 8:00 p.m.:

June 22, July 27, August 24 and October 26 (Plum Creek).
Mr. James requested titles of the talks in time for a special June issue of the Medina
County Gazette (40,000 circulation).

Additional Topics:

. Mr. James encouraged the use of Letha House Park for a joint CAAlCleveland Museum of
Natural History/MCPD observing session of Comet Hale-Bopp during its '97 apparition.
He also encouraged the CAA to preview a Buckeye Woods site this year.

• Mr. James said he has no problems with the CAA observing at either the shelter house or
Letha House Park on the other side of Richman Rd. During his three-year directorship
with the MCPD, he said there have been no negative comments about our activities at the
parks and that rangers actually claim our presence is a deterrent to crime.
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2. CAA "Observer" Newsletter

• Gene Curtain is departing as newsletter editor (after the May issue) due to a difference of
opinion with the CAA board on publishing speakers and topics for monthly meetings. The
board commended Gene for his overall efforts and had asked him to reconsider.

3. CAA's July 12-14 Hiram OTAA Convention

The CAA board approved the convention committee's recommendations to:

Charge $3.00 advance admission (by June 11) to non-CAA members
• Charge $5.00 admission to non-CAA members (after June 11) at the door
• Charge the following fees for meals:

Friday Night Cookout $3.00 (advance) $4.00 (day of event)
Breakfast 4.00 ." 4.50"
Lunch 6.00" 6.50"
Dinner 8.00" 8.75

• Dorm room fees* 13.00 Not Available "

*BiII Gerling must provide advance room bookings to Oberlin by 6/27196.

Also ...

• Convention flyer published by Bill Gerling was approved for printing and distribution.
• $35.00 fee (non-refundable) for reservation of beach shelter house at Findley State Park

for Friday cookout was approved.
• The convention committee's recommendation to sell $1.00 raffle tickets for prime

.beachfrcnt obseOling site allocations at Findley state Parkwasrejected, T~e idea w~s
conceived to alleviate congestion at the beachhead (D-Day at Findley?). -

• The convention committee's recommendation to move the Saturday night flea market to
Oberlin College's Severance Hall after dinner (with proof of registration) was approved by
the CAA board. Note: Having a flea market at the state park was also a recent concem of
Findley State Park officials.

• A $1.00 donation for extra door prize tickets was accepted by the CAA board.
• Gene Curtain recommended obtaining 100+ copies of a 94-page illustrated booklet,

"Cleveland's History Through the Message of Starlight," by Dr. R. Lynn Bondurant and
Cynthia A. Hill. The booklet is free and is produced by Clarity Communications for the
Cleveland Bicentennial Commission. A great deal!

• Eric Hall agreed to make convention posters in addition to producing flyers.

4. MISCELLANEOUS TOPICS

• A $1,000,000 liability insurance policy for CAA functions is due. The CAA treasurers will
locate the invoice and pay it ASAP.

• Chuck Reinhart prepared a CAA Property Assignment Contract/Checklist and circulated it
to the CAA board for approval. Approval was granted with a recommendation (accepted)
that the document will be maintained by CAA treasurers. Members who have -- and desire
to have -- club equipment on loan to them are asked to complete this form.

• An Astronomy Book Club invoice for $27.42 -- the CAA's obligation for an OTAA
convention door prize-- was approved for payment.

CRlccr
4/15/96



THE CUYAHOGA
ASTRONOMICAL
ASSOCIATION

hosts

THE OHIO TURNPIKE
ASTRONOMERS ASSOCIATION

CONVENTION

Friday, July 12, 1996
Saturday, July 13, 1996

at

OBERLIN COLLEGE

AGENDA
Friday: 5:00 P.M

8:30P.M
SfIIIlrt/ay: 9:30 A.M

10:00A.M
12:00P.M

1:00P.M
5:15 P.M
5:30P.M

6:30P.M
8:30P.M

(South of Lorain)
•.directions on back •.

Cookout (in Findley State Park Shelter House)
Star Party (on Findley State Park Beach)
Registration (Severance Hall, Oberlin)
Mornimg talks begin
Lunch (at College Cafeteria or any of the numerous
local establishments)
Afternoon talks begin
Door Prizes & Rame
Dinner (at College Cafeteria or any of the numerous
local establishments)
Astro-auction & Swap Table (Severance Hall, Oberlin)
Star Party (on Findley State Park Beach)

Inexpensive dormitory rooms and numerous hotels are available. Dormitory
reservations and advance cafeteria meal tickets (at reduced early rates) can be
ordered with the Registration Form. For more information, contact Carl Kelley
at 216-779-0297 or Bill Gerling at 216-779-9779.



••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• * ~
Registration Information••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

The Cuyahoga Astronomical Association will host their 1996 O.T.A.A Convention
on Friday & Saturday, July 12 & 13. C.A.A. activities begin on Friday at 5 P.M. with a
cookout at the Shelter House at Findley State Park. However, Findley State Park is open
all day to any guests and has excellent facilities, such as swimming, fishing, canoeing,
biking & camping (attendees may wish to make Friday a "family day"). At the cookout,
the C.A.A. will supply burgers & dogs, side dishes, settings, beverages, etc. for $3 in
advance or $4 at The Park. At dusk, we will move to the beach area for a star party.
Reservations for a camp site at the Park may be made by ca1IingFindley State Park
at 216-647-4490.

Dormitory rooms at Baldwin Cottage House on The Campus may be reserved in
advance for $13 per night per person. The Cottage is south of Severance Hall (where the
Saturday programs take place) on Ehn Street (see # 17 on the map). Parking is available
across the street from The Cottage, south of The Conservatory. Linen packets come with
each reservation (pillow, case, blanket, sheets & two towels). Guests at The Cottage will
also have access to other facilities on the campus, i.e. pools, tennis courts, weight room,
gym, etc. Check in advance for the hours that these facilities are open.

Meals will.be available at the North Campus Dining Center (see registration form
below for rates). Lunches include at least 2 "main" entrees, dinner 3. There is also always a
vegetarian "main" (i.e. pasta, etc.), a deli sandwich bar, a salad bar, and a beverage table.
No limit on seconds. Breakfasts are just as accommodating.

Guests with reservations for rooms received by June 11 will.have their convention
registration fees ($5) waived, (all members of C.A.A. pay no registration fee, but you still
need to sign up for meals & rooms). The deadline for pre-registration is June 29. Call Carl
Kell~ at 2J6-779-0297 or BiJI GeJjjng at 21~779-9J7C) with any questions .
••••••••• ft ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• * ••••••• ~••••••••••••••••••••••

eAA / OTAA OBERLIN REGISTRATION FORM

Please register me for the 1996 CAA convention at Oberlin College on July 12-13.
ITEM # ADVANCE ATDOOR TOTAL

Registration for convention (no rooms) $3 $5
Friday night (Baldwin Cottage) $13 X
Saturday night (Baldwin Cottage) $13 X
Friday Cookout (at Findley Park Pavilion) $3 $4
Saturday Breakfast (North Campus Dining) $4 $4.50
Saturday Lunch (North Campus Dining) $6 $6.50
Saturday Dinner (North Campus Dining) $8 $8.75
Sunday Breakfast (North Campus Dining) $4 $4.50

NAME(S) _
ADDRESS _
CITY,STATE~ _
~ PHONE~ _

TOTAL $ .
(make checks payable

to C.A.A.)

Return to: Cuyahoga Astronomical Association
c/o Carl Kelley

P.O. Box 868
North Dhmted, Db. 44070

•



From the desk of the President:

At our April board meeting the issue of the newsletter was discussed. Unfortunately the board and the editor could
not reach an agreement to resolve the issue of printing the club's upcoming programs in the newsletter. Gene has
informed the board that he will step down as club editor. Chuck Reinhart, Carl Kelley and myself will fill in as
interim co-editors until a new editor is found. If anyone is interesting in taking over as editor please contact a board
member or myself at the next general meeting.

It is time to register for our Oberlin convention. Although CAA members have free admission, we must still tell
Oberlin College how many meals and rooms we need. Register early for a discount. Call Bill Gerling (779-9779) or
Carl Kelley (779-0297) no later than June 27 to reserve your rooms and meals - or complete the attached
registration form and return it to David or Faith Bauman at the next general meeting.

This year's convention promises to be better than ever. A few changes have been made to make things run a little
smoother. First, the swap table has been moved off park grounds to our, lecture hall (Severance Hall) at Oberlin
College. The swap table will start after supper and end in plenty of time before observing at Findley State Park. The
rangers will close the beach at 8:30 PM on July 12 and 13th to allow us time to set up our equipment while it is still
daylight. One major request by the park is that we must have all vehicles off the beach by 6:00 a.m. If you are not
off the beach by that time, you will be asked to remove your vehicle and carry your equipment off the beach to your
car! Please pass the word. If you feel tired, pack up your equipment and move to the parking lot. Do not fall asleep
in your vehicle on the beach. We have permission from the park to spend the entire night in the parking lot. Just
remember the beach is for observing not camping! Let's all have a good time.

I have spoken with Janet Stevens of the Astronomical League(Executive Secretary). It seems that we can not join the
AL as we intended. We collected money from 17 members who were interested in joining and paid the required
$1.75. She has now informed me that if the club wishes to join then all 88 CAA members must join the AL. For
those of you who have paid please be patient until we work this out. Membership in the AL runs from June to July.
Even if things go as planned, we would not receive our first issue of the quarterly ''Reflector'' until this September. I
will attempt to write a letter to the president of the AL in hopes of straightening this matter out. If this issue is not
resolved to. our satisfaction, then we will refund an monies or credit your 4.u~sfor next year. I hope to have an
answer for you next month.

I would also like to thank Chuck Reinhart for bring up the topic about a possible club observatory. Chuck would be
interested in anything you have to say about this and can be reached at 779-7280.

It has been brought to my attention that we have several golfers in the club. Would there be any interest in a Saturday
golf outing this summer? If so please let me know.

As always, I hope to see everybody in the starlight.

Erik
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An Outside Note by Chuck Reinhart

• If you haven't seen Comet Hyakutake
C/1996 by now, you missed something
special. Doesnear ZEROmagnitude and
a 35 degree tail do anything to whet
your observing taste buds? Howdoes a
"thrill" comparison with Comets West
(1975)and Comet Bennett (1970)sitwith
you? Well, that's what you would have
seen in dark skies at Letha House park
during the mid-morning hours of March
27. Stay tuned for Hale-Bopp!

• The Dream is Alive! Encouraged in part
by a great meeting of the CM board
and Tom James, Medina County Parks
Director, the CM Observatory
Committee isalive and well. I've already
spoken briefly to eight members
interested in pursuing the dream and
getting on with some real work (fund-
raising, etc).

Ifyou want to add your name to the listof
doers, give me a call at 779-7280. This
will not become.olong,.drawn-out saga
(e.g.-site selecti.on/cmd design will not
become an issueUntila firm budget and
resources are defined)!

• A hearty thanks to Gene Curtain, out-
going. 'editor of The Observer. Gene
gave 100'%)getting the publication out to
our members for the past nine months.

Ur;'Itilsomeone offers to take on the
~itQr~al duties, I'll be acting editor and
cduld' use all the help you offer. If
you have a burning desire to replace this
keyboard jockey, let me know.

Sunnydays and clear, bug-free nights to
y'all.
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