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 Editor’s Note 
As February rolls in, we enter that part of Winter during which we either 

huddle under blankets in front of a fire with a hot chocolate and a slug of 
something alcoholic, or we head south to somewhere warm—and hopefully 
with our scopes along with us!  For your intrepid editor, my winter is the 
former though no fireplace at Marianne’s!  I might take my binocs out for 
this month’s Lunar Eclipse (January 31, so as you read this, I have already 
maybe done so!) 

Ok, writing now on the Fifth of February and I am sure that you all know 
that we did not get to see any part of the Lunar Eclipse in Cleveland! 
Clouds, clouds, and then it got cloudy! I did set my alarm and rose at about 
6:30AM, looked out the back door, and immediately returned to the warmth 
of my bed!   
 Well, we can hope that we see a few evenings in the coming month 
that offer that perfect combination of crisp viewing and not-quite-as-crisp 
air temperature!  If we do, and you are among the group that photo-shoots 
the skies, please be sure to submit to me for possible publication in our 
Members Photo Gallery! 

I think we have an exciting 2018 planned for the club. Check out our 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS section and please plan on helping out with some 
of our public outreach programs. They are fun and they help to introduce 
the public to the wonder and awe of telescope astronomy! 

 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
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Nothing for sale this month, but I have added the FOR SALE OR 
TRADE department so if you have good astronomical gear that you would 
like to sell or trade, you can send you submissions directly to me at 
camtimothy@aol.com and I will publish. Be sure to include your contact 
info as prospective buyers will need to contact YOU directly! 

  
As always, this is YOUR club and YOUR newsletter, so if there is 

anything that you would like to contribute, please do! Articles, items for 
sale, pictures are always welcome. I do run things by President Murmann to 
make sure that content is appropriate and family-friendly!  

The CAA is now 61 years old and going strong.  
As always keep looking up! 

Tim Campbell, Editor 
 

 

 

 News Notes for February and President’s Comments 
 
President’s Comments—February 
 
 Even though Cleveland is no stranger to clouds, our winter months seem to be more cloudy than 
usual.  It’s a good time to take care of club business and to make plans for the year.  Here is what is 
happening so far: 
 Liability Insurance.  I’ve asked our insurance agency to send the annual Proof of Insurance 
statements to the Cleveland Metroparks and to the Medina County Park District.  Both agencies require 
us to have a $2 million liability policy to conduct programs and to have after-hours observing privileges 
in the parks. 
 Library Programs.  I’ve also asked our insurance agency to send Proof of Insurance to the 
Cuyahoga County Library System headquarters. 
 They require proof of insurance because I’ve been contacted by two county library branches to 
conduct Moon observing programs during the summer. 

So far, we have arranged to offer a program on Wednesday, July 18, at the Parma Heights branch, 
and will arrange a program for sometime in August at the Beachwood library branch. 

The programs are planned for when the Moon will be visible in the early evening between 7 p.m. 
and 9 p.m.  I’ve agreed to personally make slide presentations at both libraries in case of cloudy skies.  
As usual, volunteer help with scopes will be greatly appreciated!  Please join me if you can. 

mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
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Astronomy Day.  I spoke with the staff at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History.  We will 
be invited again to participate in the Astronomy Day program at the museum on Saturday. April 21.  
This is an all-afternoon program that features displays in the museum from a variety of organizations.  
Last year’s program was a lot of fun.  And volunteers get a free pizza lunch! 

Letha House Programs.  The dates have all been set for our public star parties at Letha House 
for the Medina County Park District.  The first program will be a Telescope Night on Saturday, May 19. 

*   *   *  
 Throughout the year, we’ll have our regular monthly meetings with speakers at Rocky River 
Nature Center.  And as an extra benefit for members, we will offer free monthly webinars featuring 
speakers provided by the NASA/JPL Night Sky Network. 
 And here’s hoping we get to see the stars once in a while!  Best wishes.  –Bill Murmann 
 
 

  
DUES 
Dues were due in November, but you can still pay up and enjoy all the benefits of club 
membership! I messed up and did not include the membership form in the last issue of the 
Observer, but have included it here! Please take a minute if you have not already paid and print 
out the form and send in with your check! 
 
 
LETHA HOUSE OBSERVATORY 
 
Regarding Letha House and use of our observatory--CAA members who 
have paid their annual dues and who have a current membership ID card 
can go out to Letha House for star gazing after hours when the park is 
closed to the public.  You have to notify park rangers or the sheriff's office 
when you plan to go to Letha House.  Your CAA ID card serves as an 
Observing Permit that you can show to park rangers or to sheriff's deputies 
if asked. 
 
Your current CAA ID card also serves as an Observing Permit for the 
Cleveland Metroparks.  As is the case with Letha House, you are required 
by the park district to notify Metroparks Rangers whenever you plan to go 
into any of the Metroparks for star gazing after closing hours. 
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Use of our observatory and telescopes is limited to CAA members who have 
taken training from Observatory Director Jay Reynolds.  This limitation is 
intended to help avoid damage to the roof mechanism on the observatory 
and to the telescopes. 
 
Bill Murmann, President 
 
 
 

*  *  * 
 
 

CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

 

2018 Public Programs 
 
 In addition to our regular monthly programs featuring speakers at the 
Rocky River Nature Center, we will have the following public programs: 
 
 March 8—Science Night from 5-8 p.m. at Avon Middle School. 
 
 April 21—Astronomy Day at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History. 
 
 Public star parties for the Medina County Park District will be held on 
Saturday evenings at Letha House on May 19, June 16, July 14, August 18, 
September 15, and October 6. 
 Miscellaneous programs will be added to our schedule for libraries and other 
organizations by special request.  This may include a Summer Solstice program 
for the City of Lakewood, and possibly a program at Findley State Park. 
 These programs will offer opportunities to help with astronomy education 
while engaging in personal star gazing. --Bill Murmann, President 
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SPEAKERS SCHEDULED FOR 2018 
 
 
February 12, 2018 
Speaker : Tim Campbell Club member and vice president 
“Parallax: How we measure the distance from us to the stars!”  
Club member and self-professed astronomy nerd Tim Campbell will follow Bill
Murmann's January presentation about Mars by showing how through history, humans
used cleverness, a basic principle of vision, and a succession of instruments to go from 
calculating the throwing distance to food to calculating just how far away those 
little dots in the nighttime sky really are! 
 
March 12, 2018 
Speaker: Alan Studt, club member 
“Astrophotography and other Cool Pictures” 
Club member Alan Studt and his wife will present photos featuring starry night 
landscapes, panoramas, and star trails blended with earthly landscapes! For the 
technically curious, Alan will go over his gear and basic procedures. Plus music and 
more! 
 
April 9, 2018 
Speaker: Matt Franduto, club member 
“Totality and 2017 Astronomy in Review” 
Club member Matt Franduto will discuss and show pics from his trip to view the 
Total Solar Eclipse. Plus, his 2018 space-based calendar! 
  
May 14, 2018 
Speaker: Gary Kader, Club Member and Director of the Burrell Memorial 
Observatory at Baldwin Wallace 
“The Inflationary Hot Big Bang Theory” 
The universe is 13.7 billion years old.  Our best current understanding of the Universe’s origin is 
called The Big Bang Theory.  Gary Kader, Director of the Burrell Memorial Observatory at 
Baldwin Wallace University, will present a lecture on the science and history of the Big Bang 
Theory, taking us back to within a trillionth of a second after that beginning. 
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June 11, 2018 
Speaker: The club members 
“Telescope Show and Tell” 
Tonight various club members will display their favorite telescopes and explain why, 
how, and how much!” 
 
July 9, 2018 
Speaker: Jay Reynolds, Club member and Research Astronomer at Cleveland State 
University 
“Journey to Another Solar System!”  
Research Astronomer & Host of WKYC’s “In The Sky”: Jay Reynolds will discuss how 
scientists are working now on a project to send high speed probes to our nearest star, 
with data results in less than 40 years of launch! (this is a make-up talk originally 
scheduled for January that did not take place due to illness!) 
 
 

***** 
 

 
Reminder: our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's Letha 
House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256. 

 

 

 HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR FEBRUARY SKIES 
 Highlights of Our February Skies 

 
 Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine and to Orion Telescopes & Binoculars for help with this 
brief list of what-to-see in February. —by Bill Murmann. 

*   *   *  
 Moon & Planets Line Up—About an hour before dawn on Sunday, February 11, look near the 
south/southeast horizon to see Saturn, Mars, and Jupiter line up with the waning crescent Moon. 
 Pleiades—This beautiful open cluster also known as M45 and the “Seven Sisters” will be high in 
the sky during February.  Use astronomical binoculars 50mm or larger, or low-power on a wide field 
scope for best view.  Astronomers think our own Sun may have been created in an open cluster like this 
about 4.5 billion years ago. 
 Winter Star Cluster—Use binoculars or a wide-field scope to find M41, an open star cluster just 
below bright Sirius the Dog Star.  Look for a reddish star in the heart of M41 and note how the stars in 
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the cluster around it seem to be spaced around in curves.  M41, Sirius, and Nu Canis Majoris form a 
triangle in a binocular field of view.  M41 can be found at RA 06h 46m and DEC -20° 46´. 
 M81 and M82—Use a telescope to spot these galaxies above and to the right of Dubhe, the 
right-hand star on the top of the bowl of the Big Dipper.  These two galaxies are interacting.  M82, 
known as the “Cigar Galaxy,” is an active starburst galaxy that is shooting a huge high-energy jet off into 
space. 
 Hubble’s Variable Nebula—In the constellation Monoceros, see if you can spot NGC 2261, 
Hubble’s Variable Nebula.  A reflection nebula 2,500 light years from us, it varies in size and brightness 
because it’s powered by a variable star buried in the nebula’s dense clouds of dust.  If you have an 
equatorial mount, look for it a RA 6h 39m and DEC +8° 45´.  NGC2261 was discovered by noted 
astronomer Edwin Hubble in 1949 during his First Light use of the 200-inch Hale Telescope at Mt. 
Palomar. 
 Binocular Objects—Sky & Telescope author Gary Seronik suggests checking the center of the 
constellation Auriga the Charioteer below and to the left of the bright star Capella for a trio of clusters, 
including M38, M36, and NGC1907. 
 Flaming Star Nebula—While you are searching in and around Auriga, see if you can spot the 
emission/reflection nebula IC405 near the bottom right of the constellation.  A hot blue star, AE 
Aurigae, is powering the nebula.  If you have a Go-To scope or an equatorial mount, the star can be 
found at RA 05h 16.2m and DEC +34° 28´. 
 Winter’s Superstar—The famous winter constellation Orion will be visible throughout 
February, featuring the Orion Nebula stellar nursery with its diamond-shaped Trapezium, the giant stars 
reddish Betelgeuse and brilliant white Rigel, and the three stars in Orion’s belt—Alnitak , Alnilam, and 
Mintaka. 

 
 

*   *   *  
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 Club Membership Form 
2018 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

  

Date: __/__/__ 

Name:________________________________________________________Address:______________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________ State:__ ______ Zip Code: ________ 

Phone:_________________ E-Mail:¬_________________________________ 

 

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 

E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 

Membership Level: __ $10 Student  __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family        $___.__ 

 

The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website, 

www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00        $___.__ 

 

Magazine Subscriptions: 

PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 

 

Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00           $___.__ 

__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 

 

Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $32.95     $___.__ 

__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 

 

The Observer’s Handbook 2017* – $26.95 each 

From the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada.                                        $___.__ 

 

*The cutoff date for ordering The Observer’s Handbook is strictly December 18, 2017 at the Christmas Party.  Any money received after this date will 
be refunded.  As always, the P.O. Box will be checked before final payment is sent out. 

 

 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.__  

 

Please make all checks payable to: Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 

      P.O. Box 868 

      North Olmsted, OH 44070 

Club Use Only: 

Received: 

Cash/Check# ______ 

  



February 2018  Volume 47 Issue 2 

9 
 

 

Club Members Photo Gallery 

 
Conjunction of Mars and Jupiter 

Photo by Matt Franduto 
 

 
“Ice Pillars” 

Photo by Matt Franduto 
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ISS Pass (with Constellation diagram overlay) 

Photo by Matt Franduto 

 
“Copernicus” (Lunar Surface) 

Photo by Matt Franduto 
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 Miscellaneous Astronomy 
Free NASA Webinar 
 Theresa Arvidson, senior systems engineer with NASA’S Landsat program, will discuss the 
program during a free, live webinar at 9 p.m. on Tuesday, February 13. 
 CAA members can enjoy this live presentation on their home computers and other devices using 
a link that will be provided over our private CAA e-mail service. 
 Ms. Arvidson, who has worked with Landsat for over 37 years, will present a big-picture 
perspective of this Earth-imaging program that will include the history, technology, and science of 
Landsat and lots of beautiful images of Earth’s surface. 
  
 

 

Citizen Science—Help Wanted 
 NASA is looking for help in analyzing light curves from its Kepler Mission to help detect 
planetary transits, eclipsing binary stars, multi-planet systems, and stellar flares.  Volunteers are needed 
because the human eye has been found to be more sensitive in examining Kepler light curve data than 
computers. 

 If you are interested in helping to find new planets, go to www.planethunters.org for further 
information. 

 FOR SALE OR TRADE 
Nothing for sale this month! 
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 SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
General Membership Meeting Minutes, January 8, 2018 7:30 PM 

Treasurer’s Report: Financial information stands as published in The Observer 

Secretary’s Report: Secretary’s report stands as published in The Observer. 

President’s Report: 

a. The 2017 Winter Dinner was a great success with 48 attendees. Thank to Tim Campbell for 
organizing the event! 

b. Thanks to everyone who participated in 2017 public events. We had a very busy and successful 
year. 

c. NASA has citizen science projects available to those interested, where participants have the 
opportunity to contribute to real scientific discoveries. 

d. Due to its popularity, we are required to book all Letha events far in advance. Dates for public 
events at Letha House for 2018 and 2019 are locked in and will appear on club calendar. 

e. Our first event of the year will occur on March 8, 2018l; the annual Avon school’s science night. 
Please consider volunteering for this popular event. 

f. No specific date at this time, but the CAA is anticipating being invited to participate in Astronomy 
Day at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History. More information will be communicated as it is 
available. 

g. May 19th, 2018 is the first public event at Letha House this year, and will be telescope night. During 
this event CAA encourages guests to bring their telescopes for hands-on assistance in use. 

h. 2018 and 2019 convention dates have been added to the club calendar. 
i. Continue to watch e-mail for NASA Nightsky Network webinars. 

Vice President’s Report: 

a. 2018 Winter Dinner will be held on 12/17/2018. Mark your calendars! 
b. We have a full schedule of speakers through July 2018. 

No old business to discuss 

New Business 

a. Reminder that 2018 is an election year (November). Board members will be providing job 
descriptions in a future copy of The Observer.  

Observation reports were given. 

Meeting Adjourned 8:50 PM 

Trevor Braun, Secretary 
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 TREASURER’S REPORT 
  
CAA Financial Report Jan-18 
Beginning Bank Bal. 9,741.15 
Beginning Petty Cash 339.03 
Total Beginning Cash 10,080.18 

  Income - Bank 
 Memberships 160.00 

Interest 0.09 
Cash Transfer 10.00 

  Income - Petty Cash 
 Donations 23.09 

Membership 55.00 

  Expenses - Bank 
 CAA Newsletter & Copies 26.22 

Annual Insurance 1,079.00 
Annual P.O.Box Rental 140.00 
International Dark Sky 
Association 50.00 
Observer Handbook 188.65 

  Expenses - Petty Cash 
 Refreshments 23.97 

Cash Transfer 10.00 

  Net Bank 8,427.37 
Net Petty Cash 383.15 
Total 8,810.52 

  Ron Palcic, Treasurer  
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 CLUB CONTACTS 
 

 
President:   
Bill Murmann   440-572-0464   murmann@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President and Editor of the Observer:  
Tim Campbell 216-316-7829 camtimothy@aol.com 
Treasurer: 
Ron Palcic  330-336-8286 thematrix@neo.rr.com 
Secretary: 
Trevor Braun 440-823-6276 Braunth7@gmail.com 
CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford 440-877-0372 guilford.james@gmail.com 
 
Members at Large: 
Dave Nuti  216-502-1706 working212@yahoo.com 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 jay52757@yahoo.com 
Bob Wiersma 440-409-1468 rrw28141@gmail.com 
 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 jay52757@yahoo.com 
Hospitality: 
Rich and Nancy Whisler 
Education Director: 
Nora Mishey 
 

mailto:murmann@sbcglobal.net
mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
mailto:thematrix@neo.rr.com
mailto:Braunth7@gmail.com
mailto:guilford.james@gmail.com
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