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FROM THE EDITOR 
Welcome to the March Issue of The Observer! I have been Editor now 

since June 2016. Closing in on two years!  It has been fun and challenging. 
I hope that you all have enjoyed the newsletter and have taken the 
opportunity to join us in the many activities and public programs we have 
done in the past and have scheduled for this year!  

Inside this issue, we have a photos by Dave Watkins and Alan Studt, 
both excellent astrophotographers and club members. They set a high bar, 
but if anybody out there has some astro pics they would like to share, 
please send to me directly as a jpg file. Send to camtimothy@aol.com! 

Our club president Bill Murmann has submitted some interesting 
articles for the Miscellaneous Astronomy and also the usual Highlights of 
our March Skies!   

Check out our Calendar of Events. We have some interesting 
speakers and public outreach programs coming up in the next few months! 

My thanks to secretary Trevor Braun and treasurer Ron Palcic for 
their monthly reports! 

From Ron, we have a revised membership form. If you have not sent 
in dues, please print the form and do so. Members who have not renewed 
will be dropped from the email list and the roster! 

 
Nothing for sale this month, but I have added the FOR SALE OR 

TRADE department so if you have good astronomical gear that you would 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
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like to sell or trade, you can send you submissions directly to me at 
camtimothy@aol.com and I will publish. Be sure to include your contact 
info as prospective buyers will need to contact YOU directly! 

  
As always, this is YOUR club and YOUR newsletter, so if there is 

anything that you would like to contribute, please do! Articles, items for 
sale, pictures are always welcome. I do run things by President Murmann to 
make sure that content is appropriate and family-friendly!  

The CAA is now 61 years old and going strong.  
As always keep looking up! 

Tim Campbell, Editor 
 
 
 

 PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS AND NEWS NOTES  
 
President’s Comments—March 

 Winter seemed way too long this year.  Now that Daylight Savings Time is back and the Sun is 
higher in the sky, we can look forward to warm weather star gazing and to our public star parties for 
the Medina park system at Letha House, starting on May 19. 

 These public star parties at Letha House are usually over by 10:30 or so and offer an 
opportunity for members to stay afterward for a private club star party.  We have the place all to 
ourselves after our guests leave and can stay as late as we want. 

 Private Star Parties.  It would be nice if we could hold a few private spur-of-the-moment star 
parties this year for the club during the summer and fall months.  I hope to discuss this at our next 
board meeting and see if we can plan some members-only events at Letha House. 

 Congratulations!  Congratulations to long-time member Suzie Dills, who has been invited 
once again to make astronomy presentations for students at Highland Middle School in Medina. 

mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
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 Last year, Suzie represented CAA and discussed astronomy with the students, who 
subsequently went on to win First and Second Place awards in Space Science in the Medina Schools 
Science Olympiad. 

 Suzie will be representing our club again this year.  Let’s hope her students can win again 
with a repeat performance! 

Astronomy Day.  As I’ve mentioned previously, we’ve been invited by the staff at the 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History to participate again in the museum’s Astronomy Day program 
on Saturday, April 21. 

I’ll be asking for volunteers at our April meeting next month.  This is an all-afternoon 
program that features displays in the museum from a variety of organizations.  Last year’s program 
was a lot of fun.  And volunteers get a free pizza lunch! 

Astronomy on TV.  Congratulations to our Observatory Director Jay Reynolds and member 
Gale Franko, who have been busy presenting “In the Sky,” an astronomy program on TV Channel 3.  
Our thanks to WKYC for this opportunity to help bring astronomy to the public! 

Monday Meeting.  Hope to see you at our meeting on Monday (March 12) for Alan Studt and 
Gale Franko’s presentation on astrophotography.  I’ve been told that a number of folks from the 
Cleveland Camera Collectors club will be joining us for the program.—Bill Murmann 

 
LETHA HOUSE OBSERVATORY 
 
Regarding Letha House and use of our observatory--CAA members who have paid their 
annual dues and who have a current membership ID card can go out to Letha House for star 
gazing after hours when the park is closed to the public.  You have to notify park rangers or 
the sheriff's office when you plan to go to Letha House.  Your CAA ID card serves as an 
Observing Permit that you can show to park rangers or to sheriff's deputies if asked. 
 
Your current CAA ID card also serves as an Observing Permit for the Cleveland 
Metroparks.  As is the case with Letha House, you are required by the park district to notify 
Metroparks Rangers whenever you plan to go into any of the Metorparks for star gazing after 
closing hours. 
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Use of our observatory and telescopes is limited to CAA members who have taken training 
from Observatory Director Jay Reynolds.  This limitation is intended to help avoid damage to 
the roof mechanism on the observatory and to the telescopes. 
 
Bill Murmann, President 
 
 
 

*  *  * 
 
 

CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

 

2018 Public Programs 
 
 In addition to our regular monthly programs featuring speakers at the 
Rocky River Nature Center, we will have the following upcoming public programs: 
 
 April 21—Astronomy Day at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History. 
 
 Public star parties for the Medina County Park District will be held on 
Saturday evenings at Letha House on May 19, June 16, July 14, August 18, 
September 15, and October 6. 
 
 Miscellaneous programs will be added to our schedule for libraries and other 
organizations by special request.  This may include a Summer Solstice program 
for the City of Lakewood, and possibly a program at Findley State Park. 
 
 These programs will offer opportunities to help with astronomy education 
while engaging in personal star gazing. 
Bill Murmann, President 
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SPEAKERS SCHEDULED FOR 2018 
 
March 12, 2018 
Speaker: Alan Studt, club member 
“Astrophotography and other Cool Pictures” 
Club member Alan Studt and his wife will present photos featuring starry night 
landscapes, panoramas, and star trails blended with earthly landscapes! For the 
technically curious, Alan will go over his gear and basic procedures. Plus music and 
more! 
 
April 9, 2018 
Speaker: Matt Franduto, club member 
“Totality and 2017 Astronomy in Review” 
Club member Matt Franduto will discuss and show pics from his trip to view the 
Total Solar Eclipse. Plus, his 2018 space-based calendar! 
  
May 14, 2018 
Speaker: Gary Kader, Club Member and Director of the Burrell Memorial 
Observatory at Baldwin Wallace 
“The Inflationary Hot Big Bang Theory” 
The universe is 13.7 billion years old.  Our best current understanding of the Universe’s origin is 
called The Big Bang Theory.  Gary Kader, Director of the Burrell Memorial Observatory at 
Baldwin Wallace University, will present a lecture on the science and history of the Big Bang 
Theory, taking us back to within a trillionth of a second after that beginning. 
 
June 11, 2018 
Speaker: The club members 
“Telescope Show and Tell” 
Tonight various club members will display their favorite telescopes and explain why, 
how, and how much!” 
 
July 9, 2018 
Speaker: Jay Reynolds, Club member and Research Astronomer at Cleveland State 
University 
“Journey to Another Solar System!”  
Research Astronomer & Host of WKYC’s “In The Sky”: Jay Reynolds will discuss how 
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scientists are working now on a project to send high speed probes to our nearest star, 
with data results in less than 40 years of launch! (this is a make-up talk originally 
scheduled for January that did not take place due to illness!) 
 
 

***** 
 

 
Reminder: our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's Letha 
House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256. 

 

 

 HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR MARCH SKIES 
 Highlights of Our March Skies 

 Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine and to Orion Telescopes & Binoculars for help with this 
brief list of what-to-see in March. —by Bill Murmann. 

*   *   * 
Start of Spring—The Sun will reach its March equinox at 12:15 p.m. EDT on March 20, 

marking the start of spring in the Northern Hemisphere and the start of autumn in the Southern 
Hemisphere.  The equinox marks the moment the Sun crosses the Celestial Equator.  In 2007, the 
equinox took place on March 21.  This rarely occurs and won’t happen again until the year 2101.  Wait 
for it! 
 Another Blue Moon—The second Blue Moon of 2018 will occur this month on March 31.  A 
“Blue Moon” takes place when there are two full Moons in the same month.  This will be the last one for 
the year. 

Far, Far Away—If you have a good 4.5-inch or larger scope, see if you can spot globular cluster 
NGC 2419 in the constellation Lynx.  NGC 2419 was once known as the “Intergalactic Wanderer” 
because it is almost 300,000 light years from the center of our galaxy.  The cluster, which is part of the 
Milky Way’s galactic halo, contains about one million stars spread across a distance of 400 light years. 
 Orion Nebula—March will still be a good time to see the constellation Orion and the famous 
Orion Nebula.  By the end of the month, Orion will sink lower and lower in the west until it is no longer 
visible. 
 Wide Field Objects—If you have astronomy binoculars, or a wide field scope on low power, 
look for great views of Pleiades in the constellation Taurus, the Beehive Cluster in Cancer, and the 
Double Cluster in Perseus. 
 Gigante Rossa—The term “red giant” sounds a bit exotic and romantic in another language.  
The carbon star W Orionis in the constellation Orion is a beautiful drop of red in the night sky.  It’s an 
example of an aging star that has dredged up carbon from its interior into its atmosphere, where it absorbs 
blue light and makes the star look red.  W Orionis can be found at RA 05h 05m 23.71 and  DEC+01 d 
10`39.5. 
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Dying Stars—Stars eventually grow old and die.  Winter provides an opportunity for us to see 
two naked-eye stars sinking into old age.  Betelgeuse in the constellation Orion and Aldebaran in the 
constellation Taurus are two examples of aging stars.  Betelgeuse is a red super giant that is destined to 
become a supernova.  Aldebaran, the eye of Taurus the Bull, is a orange-red giant that will end as a 
planetary nebula.  Enjoy them while you can.  In a few million years, they will be gone. 

Galaxies Galore—By about 9 p.m. throughout March, Ursa Major, Leo, and the western edge of 
the Virgo Galaxy Cluster are high enough in the eastern sky to yield great views with a big telescope.  
With an 8-inch or larger scope, look for M81 and M82 just above the Big Dipper.  Look east of Regulus 
in Leo for M65 and M66.  And in the northeastern sky find M51, the famous Whirlpool Galaxy. 

The Winter Albireo—Sky & Telescope columnist Fred Schaaf suggests looking in the 
constellation Canis Major for the star 145 Canis Majoris, which can be split to reveal an orange giant 
with a greenish-blue companion 27 arc seconds  apart.  You can find the pair at RA 07h 16m 36.8s and 
DEC -23° 18´ 56". 

-end- 
 
 

 
*   *   * 
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PHOTO GALLERY 

 
Southern View of Sky with Overlay 

Photo by Dave Watkins 

 
Moon Halo by Alan Studt 
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 ASTRONOMY NEWS 
Cosmic Rays Getting Worse 

 The Space.com news service, citing an article published by University of New Hampshire Professor 
Nathan Schwadron et. al, reports that galactic cosmic rays coming from outside our solar system are getting 
stronger because the Sun’s shield around the solar system has become weaker. 

The Sun’s huge magnetosphere and solar wind provides a porous shield against cosmic rays, deflecting 
much of them but not all.  The magnetosphere and solar wind have become weaker as the Sun enters solar 
minimum, allowing more cosmic rays to enter our solar system. 

Earth’s magnetosphere and atmosphere help deflect cosmic rays, but the weaker solar shield around 
our solar system is allowing more of them to penetrate our atmosphere. 

When cosmic rays hit our atmosphere, they create X-ray and gamma-ray radiation as a byproduct.  
There has been an estimated 13 percent increase in this radiation hitting us as the Sun’s shield has 
weakened.—Bill Murmann 

Free NASA Webinar—March 28 
 Dr. Sharon Kedar, a research scientist at NASA’S Jet Propulsion Laboratory,  
will discuss the space agency’s upcoming “Insight Mission” to Mars during a free, live webinar at 9 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 28. 
 Insight is a lander that will stay in one place and use sophisticated geophysical instruments to 
study the deep interior of Mars. 

Dr. Kedar has over 30 years experience in planetary science.  His presentation will describe how 
the Insight Mission will help investigate the processes of terrestrial planetary formation. 
 CAA members can enjoy this live presentation on their home computers and other devices using 
a link that will be provided over our private CAA e-mail service. 

-end- 
 

 

 FOR SALE OR TRADE 
Nothing for sale this month! 
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 SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Secretary’s Report 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
Board Meeting Minutes, February 12 2018 6:30 PM 
 

1.) Some members have requested their membership card be mailed. We will do so only if a 
self-addressed stamped envelope is provided. 

2.) The club is continuing to examine options for an outdoor, sandwich board style sign to use at 
public events. It must be lightweight, and for outdoor use. 

3.) Club president presented the option of purchasing a large pair of binoculars for use during 
public events and at star parties with funds that have been earmarked for observatory use. 
The board discussed and felt that purchase of a solar telescope, such as a Coronado PST, might 
be of greater benefit because it could be used during the club’s many daytime events, and is 
also highly portable. Observatory director was not in attendance, but board plans to discuss 
with him at a later date. 

4.) The board decided it will solicit volunteers for a convention planning committee. This will take 
the event planning off the board’s shoulders, and will hopefully generate creative new ideas 
for the annual event. 

5.) Some club members have communicated their concern over the date of the annual 
convention being shifted to mid-September. The reason this was done was to increase the 
amount of time available for observing due to the earlier sunset in autumn. A summer picnic 
will serve as a mid-summer gathering. 

6.) It is time to begin sending letters out requesting donations for the annual convention’s raffle. 
President and Treasurer both have resources that they will send to secretary. 

7.) Several members are behind on their dues (2016). The board decided to notify these members 
and terminate their benefits until dues are received. 

8.) Board members will bring written position descriptions and estimated time commitments for 
discussion at April board meeting. 

9.) Astronomy Day at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History will be held April 21 from 
10:00-5:00. We can have as many tables set up as we need, and will be given free lunch and 
museum admission. 
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General Membership Meeting Minutes, February 12, 2018 7:30 PM 

Treasurer’s Report: Financial information stands as published in The Observer. 

Secretary’s Report: Secretary’s report stands as published in The Observer. 

President’s Report: 

a. Bill publicly recognized Jim Guilford for his excellent management of CAA’s online presence over 
the years. Thanks, Jim! 

b. There are 17 citizen science opportunities available through NASA. Consider volunteering and 
contributing to real scientific discoveries. 

c. Bill provided a reminder of Letha House rules. Member ID cards serve as observing permits for the 
Medina County Park District and Cleveland Metroparks. The appropriate authorities must be 
notified before any after-hours observing is to be done, and valid club ID cards must be left in a 
visible location on your car’s dashboard. 

d. 3/8/18 is Avon Middle School Science Night. CAA will participate by having a room with a telescope 
set up. Contact Bill if you are interested in volunteering for this event. 

e. Astronomy Day at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History will be held April 21 from 
10:00-5:00. We can have as many tables set up as we need, and will be given free lunch 
and museum admission. 

f. 2018 and 2019 events at Letha House have been booked and appear on the club calendar as 
published in The Observer. 

g. The clubs first public event at Letha House for 2018 will be on 5/19/18. The program is scheduled 
to be telescope night, where members of the public are invited to bring their own equipment to 
receive help from experienced amateur astronomers. 

h. Bill will soon be issuing an e-mail requesting volunteers to participate in this year’s annual 
convention planning committee. 
 

Vice President’s Report: 

a. Tim ran through the next several month’s programs. Speakers are currently booked through July. 
Observatory Director’s Report: Jay was absent. 

No old business to discuss 

No new business to discuss. 

No observation reports were given. 

Meeting Adjourned 9:05 PM 

Trevor Braun, Secretary 

 TREASURER’S REPORT 
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CAA Financial Report Feb-18 
Beginning Bank Bal. 8,427.37 
Beginning Petty Cash 383.15 
Total Beginning Cash 8,810.52 
  
Income - Bank  
Memberships 138.00 
Prepaid Magazine 
Subscriptions 

32.95 

Interest 0.07 
  
Income - Petty Cash  
Donations 30.48 
Membership 25.00 
  
Expenses - Bank  
CAA Newsletter & Copies 12.96 
Annual Insurance 25.00 
Magazine Expense 32.95 
  
Expenses - Petty Cash  
Refreshments 23.97 
  
Net Bank 8,527.48 
Net Petty Cash 414.66 
Total 8,942.14 
  

 
Ron Palcic, Treasurer 
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 CLUB CONTACTS 
 

 
President:   
Bill Murmann   440-572-0464   murmann@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President and Editor of the Observer:  
Tim Campbell 216-316-7829 camtimothy@aol.com 
Treasurer: 
Ron Palcic  330-336-8286 thematrix@neo.rr.com 
Secretary: 
Trevor Braun 440-823-6276 Braunth7@gmail.com 
CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford 440-877-0372 guilford.james@gmail.com 
 
Members at Large: 
Dave Nuti  216-502-1706 working212@yahoo.com 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 jay52757@yahoo.com 
Bob Wiersma 440-409-1468 rrw28141@gmail.com 
 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 jay52757@yahoo.com 
Hospitality: 
Rich and Nancy Whisler 
Education Director: 
Nora Mishey 
 

mailto:murmann@sbcglobal.net
mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
mailto:thematrix@neo.rr.com
mailto:Braunth7@gmail.com
mailto:guilford.james@gmail.com
mailto:working212@yahoo.com
mailto:jay52757@yahoo.com
mailto:rrw28141@gmail.com
mailto:jay52757@yahoo.com
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 CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM 
2018 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

 
Date: __/__/__ 
Name:________________________________________________________Address:__________
____________________________________________ 
City:_____________________________ State:__ ______ Zip Code: ________ 
Phone:_________________ E-Mail:_________________________________ 
 

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 
E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 
Membership Level: __ $10 Student  __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family        $___.__ 
 
The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website, 
www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00        $___.__ 
 
Magazine Subscriptions: 
PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 
 
Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00            $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
 
Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $32.95              $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
 
The Observer’s Handbook 2018 * – $26.95 each 
From the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada.                                                       $___.__ 
 
*The cutoff date for ordering The Observer’s Handbook 2018 is strictly December 11, 2017.  Any 
money received after this date will be refunded.  As always, the P.O. Box will be checked before 

final payment is sent out. 
 

 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.__  
 
 
How did you hear about us? ______________________________________ 
 
 
Please make checks payable to:  Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
      P.O. Box 868 
      North Olmstead, OH 44070 
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