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 FROM THE   EDITOR  
Welcome everyone to the August issue of our club’s monthly 

newsletter!  This past month has certainly been an interesting one. We 
had our annual mid-summer picnic, created three years ago by Dave Nuti 
and Chris Christie.  This year, Rich and Nancy Whisler amazingly and 
generously hosted the picnic at their home in Parma! A great time was 
had by all! 

This month, we have the Perseids Meteor Shower (hope for clear 
dark skies) and still time to view the planet Mars up close! 

 
Nothing for sale this month, but we do have a FOR SALE OR TRADE 

section so if you have something you would like to offer through the 
OBSERVER, you can send your submissions directly to me at 
camtimothy@aol.com and I will publish. Be sure to include your contact 
info as prospective buyers will need to contact YOU directly! 

This is YOUR club and YOUR newsletter, so if there is anything that 
you would like to contribute, please do! Articles, items for sale, pictures are 
always welcome. I do run things by President Murmann to make sure that 
content is appropriate and family-friendly! 

As always, keep looking up! 
Tim Campbell, Editor 

 

MEMBER OF NASA / JPL 

A Publication of The Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
PO Box 868, North Olmsted, OH 44070 
CAA Homepage: http://www.cuyastro.org  

mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
http://www.cuyastro.org/
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  PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS AND NEWS NOTES  
 
 

 
 I’d like to welcome five new members who joined our club last month!  A big welcome to Mark Unger, Jon 
Salontay, Paul & Leslie Kerley, and Susan Jones!  Thank you for joining CAA!  Please help them feel welcome at our 
meetings and other activities! 
 Annual Convention.  Our annual convention and pot luck picnic, one of our big social and observing events 
of the year will be held next month on Saturday, September 8, at Letha House park.  We will have the air-conditioned
 shelter building reserved all day for our use. 
 As usual, this will be a pot luck picnic.  Please bring a covered dish to share.  The club will provide hot dogs, 
brats, and sausages, plates and utensils, etc. plus lemonade to drink.  Hope to see you there!  Starting time is around 
2 p.m. 

Library Moon Program.  We will have a Moon observing program from 7 to 9 p.m. on Wednesday, August 
15, at the Beachwood County Library branch at 25501 Shaker Blvd. in Beachwood. 

With clear skies, the Moon and Sun and maybe Jupiter will be visible for viewing.  As usual, volunteer help 
and scopes will be appreciated.  We had a great turnout from members who brought seven scopes at last month’s 
program at the Parma Heights county library.  Thanks to all! 

Our Education Director Nora Mishey brought our astronomy-education display to the library, plus some 
delicious homemade “Moon Pies” for guests to eat.  Many thanks to Nora! 

I will give a PowerPoint slide presentation and talk about the Moon at 7 p.m., to be followed by observing 
on the grassy section near the library’s main entrance. 

Letha House Program.  We will have a scheduled public star party for the Medina County Park District at 
Letha House on Saturday, August 18.  We’ll have a crescent Moon visible at dusk.  Please join us with scopes if you 
can.  Help is appreciated.  Set-up is at 8 p.m. with the program from 9 to 11 p.m.  These events for the Park District 
are held rain or shine.  Club members can stay on for observing if they wish after the program ends.

Observatory Changes.  We have sold the club’s 16-inch telescope and Byers mount.  The old scope was 
awkward and difficult to use for members and guests—especially during our public programs. We have replaced it 
with a 10-inch LX200 that was recently donated to the club.  Our Observatory Director Jay Reynolds will have more 
to report about this at our monthly meeting. 
 Club Picnic.  Our third annual potluck Club Picnic that was held Sunday, July 22, was a big success.  Many 
thanks to Dave Nuti and Chris Christie who planned the event, and to Rich & Nancy Whisler who graciously 
offered to hold the picnic at their home in Parma. 
 Election Coming Up.  Our biennial election for officers and at-large board members will be held at our 
November meeting.  First nominations will be at our October meeting.  So far, all of our current officers and at-large 
board members have indicated they would like to serve another 2-year term.  Other nominees are welcome. 

Mars Opposition.  During the rest of August, Mars will be the closest to Earth it has been in the last 15 
years.  Surface features should be visible in 6-inch or larger scopes.  We don’t have any big public programs planned 
for the Mars opposition.  However, we might have some programs for club members.  Stay tuned on this. 
 Clear skies and best wishes.—Bill Murmann 
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ROCKY RIVER NATURE CENTER MEETING POLICY 

The doors at the Rocky River Nature Center will remain locked on meeting nights and no one 
will be admitted to the building until _7 p.m., a half-hour before the start of our 7:30 program. 

 
This is standard policy for the Metroparks. I've been told that some of our members have been 
coming as much as two hours before the start or our programs, expecting to be admitted to the 
building. This will no longer be allowed. 

 
Our Metroparks host during our meetings has to follow the park system's building-use rules and 
is requesting our cooperation for future meetings. 

 
Hope to see you Monday for our program! Best wishes. 

 
--Bill 

CAA President 
 
 
 

LETHA HOUSE OBSERVATORY 
 

Regarding Letha House and use of our observatory--CAA members who have paid their 
annual dues and who have a current membership ID card can go out to Letha House for star 
gazing after hours when the park is closed to the public. You have to notify park rangers or 
the sheriff's office when you plan to go to Letha House. Your CAA ID card serves as an 
Observing Permit that you can show to park rangers or to sheriff's deputies if asked. 

 
Your current CAA ID card also serves as an Observing Permit for the Cleveland 
Metroparks. As is the case with Letha House, you are required by the park district to call 
Metroparks Rangers a half-hour before you plan to go into any of the Metroparks for star gazing
after closing hours. 
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Use of our observatory and telescopes is limited to CAA members who have taken training 
from Observatory Director Jay Reynolds. This limitation is intended to help avoid damage to 
the roof mechanism on the observatory and to the telescopes. 

 
Bill Murmann, President 

 
 

* * * 
 

  CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 
 

2018 Public Programs 
 

Scheduled Star Parties for 2018 
 

Wednesday, August 15—Moon party 7-9 p.m. at Beachwood County Library. 

Saturday, August 18—Letha House at 9 p.m. Public program for Medina Parks. 

Saturday, September 15—Letha House at 9 p.m. Public program for Medina Parks. 

Saturday, October 6—Letha House at 8 p.m. Public program for Medina Parks. 
end- 

 
 
 

SPEAKERS SCHEDULED FOR 2018 
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August 13, 2018 
“AMERICAN MANNED SPACE MISSIONS: 2018” 
Speaker: Tom Benson, Retired NASA Aerospace Engineer 
On July 8, 2011, the last Space Shuttle mission was launched from Cape Canaveral. For the last 
six years, the United States has paid the Russian Space Agency to deliver crew members to the 
International Space Station (ISS). That process is about to end as Americans will once again ride on 
American spacecraft launched from American soil! The Commercial Crew Program of NASA has 
contracted with Space-X and Boeing to each develop a spacecraft which can deliver and return 
astronauts to the ISS. The first flights are scheduled for this year. Tom Benson, retired from NASA 
Glenn, will report on these missions and share with us any breaking news from the high frontier! 

 
September 10, 2018 
“MOON BASES” 
Speaker: Bryan A. Paleszewski, NASA Engineer 
NASA Engineer Bryan Palaszewski will bring us close to home and discuss plans and 
ideas for humans to “live off the land”, i.e. establish a permanent base on the surface 
of our nearest neighbor, the Moon! 

 
October 8, 2018 
“ASTRONOMICAL TOOLS” 
Speaker: Club Member and Club Secretary Trevor Braun 
There have been a variety of important astronomical tools dating from antiquity to 
today! Trevor will give us an overview of the history of these tools, show us how they have been 
and are being used, their impact on our knowledge of the Universe and ourselves, and best of all, 
how to make your own! 

 
November 12, 2018 
“Discovering New Worlds” 
Speaker: Club Member Lydia Bindal 
Club member and enthusiast Lydia Bindal will take us on a metaphorical expedition to 
explore exoplanets; planets which aren't a part of our solar system! How do we detect them? What 
have we found so far? What are their properties? What can they tell us about our own solar system? And 
could they possess life? 
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December, 2018 
No meeting this month, but we will be enjoying a Winter Dinner at Mahle’s 
Restaurant in Westlake. Details to come! 
 
January 14, 2019 

   “To Infinity and Beyond Pluto: New Horizons at MU69 -- The Most Distant Spacecraft     
Encounter Ever” 

Speaker: Kai Getrost, Club Member and member of the NASA MU69 Occultation 
Team.

   New Horizons -- the spacecraft that made Pluto a known world -- is still going strong.  On 
New Year's Day it explores a yet more distant target: 2014MU69, aka Ultima Thule.  Find out 
what we've learned, how we got there -- and how one of our members was involved! 

 
 
 

***** 
 
 

Reminder: our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's Letha 
  House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256.  

 
 
 
 

  HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR AUGUST SKIES  
According to a report from Space.com, the annual Perseids meteor shower has started.  NASA 
has been detecting numerous fireball meteors.  The Perseids will peak on August 11-13 when 
Earth passes through the densest part of the debris field left behind by the Comet Swift-Tuttle. 
  
 
Highlights of our August Skies 
 
 Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine and to Orion Telescopes & Binoculars for help with this brief list of 
what to see in August.—by Bill Murmann 

*   *   * 
 Mars Still on Display—The planet Mars reached opposition on July 27, marking its closest point to Earth in 
the last 15 years.  If the planet-wide dust storm on Mars has subsided, observers in August who have 6-inch and 
larger scopes should be able to see surface features on the Red Planet, including its ice-covered poles and large dark 
features like Syrtis Major. 
 Missed the Perseids?—Even if you missed the annual show from the Perseid Meteor Shower, which peaked 
on August 11 and 12, there still may be some stray bits and pieces of the Perseids streaking into our atmosphere.  
The Perseid meteors are debris from Comet Swift-Tuttle, which is in an orbit bringing it close to Earth.  Its next visit 



7  

will be in the year 2126.  And in the year 3044, scientists estimate Swift-Tuttle will come within 1 million miles of Earth.  
At 16 miles across and traveling at 134,000 mph, we would be in big trouble if it hit the Earth.  Such an impact would 
be about 27 times stronger than the impact that killed off the dinosaurs. 
 New Moon—The New Moon is on the morning of August 12.  August 10-12 will be the darkest nights of the 
month.  This will be the best time to observe faint objects like galaxies and star clusters out at Letha House, or at 
your favorite observing site. 
 Venus on Display—Venus will be at its greatest eastern elongation after sunset on August 17, reaching its 
highest point in the sky. 
 Nearest and Brightest—See if you can spot M27, the Dumbbell Nebula with 50mm or larger binoculars.  It 
will be a small dot, slightly larger than nearby stars.  M27 can be found in the constellation Vulpecula, just south of 
Cygnus the Swan.  It is one of the nearest and brightest planetary nebulas visible from Earth. 
 Other Nebulae—August is a great month for observing a variety of nebulas.  The brightest are M16, the 
Eagle Nebula, M17 the Swan Nebula, M20 the Trifid Nebula, and the very bright M8 the Lagoon Nebula.  If you enjoy 
a challenge, see if you can spot them with binoculars.  However, a small aperture telescope with an Oxygen-III filter, 
or a broadband Skyglow filter may be more rewarding, especially if you have to deal with light pollution. 
 Coming in the Fall—Uranus and Neptune will arrive at opposition on October 23 and September 7, 
respectively, and will be well-placed for observing.  Uranus will be in the southwest corner of the constellation Aries, 
and Neptune will be in Aquarius.  Check the star charts in Sky & Telescope to help locate them.                

 
                                                                                                     * * * 
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  MONTHLY TALK  

 
Club member and professional research astronomer Jay Reynolds held court in July, telling us 
about an idea and plan that has been floating around NASA.  Essentially, NASA and others want to 
develop a miniaturized probe powered by a solar sail to explore the systems of nearby stars! For 
those of us raised on the great science fiction of Clarke and Asimov, this is one very cool idea, and 
one that could be do-able! 
 
Come see us in August as Tom Benson, retired NASA engineer, takes us in another direction and 
tells us abut NASA and others working to put Americans physically back into space!  Don’t miss 
this talk! 
 

  PHOTO GALLERY  
 
 

 
 

Club Member Kai Getrost in South America
 seeking MU69 occultation data for NASA.
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  MISCELLANEOUS ASTRONOMY  
 
 
According to a report from Space.com, the annual Perseids meteor shower has started.  NASA 
has been detecting numerous fireball meteors.  The Perseids will peak on August 11-13 when 
Earth passes through the densest part of the debris field left behind by the Comet Swift-Tuttle. 
  
 
From Jim Guilford: 
“SUCCESS! Our New Horizons occultation teams caught Ultima Thule’s shadow last night— more 
here! pluto.jhuapl.edu/News-Center/Ne… Go New Horizons! Go NASA!” — Alan Stern 
 
From Bill Murmann: 
For those who are not familiar with this, our own Kai Getrost is part of the scientific team that is 
doing occultation studies for NASA of MU69, a Kuiper Belt object that is scheduled to be observed 
soon in a close-up flyby by the New Horizons space probe famed for its observations of Pluto. 
 
This is Kai's third trip to South America to work on the occultation study of MU69 for NASA.  Kai 
and other team members are using computerized 12-inch scopes to help determine the size and 
configuration of this Kuiper Belt object with the data they collect as it occults a star. 
 
Congratulations to Kai for being selected for these missions!  I think it's pretty darn neat that one 
of our fellow CAA members is part of scientific work like this. 
 
From the Editor: 
Kai will be giving a talk on this subject and his adventures in South America at our January 
meeting!  We have a nice pic of Kai in action in the Photo Gallery! 
 
Live Webinar About NASA’s New Planet Hunter 
 

The NASA/JPL Night Sky Network will present a live webinar at 9 p.m. on an August date-to-be-announced, 
featuring a presentation by NASA scientists about TESS, the Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite. 

TESS began science operations on July 25, 2018, searching for planets around nearby stars.  A date and link 
will be published for CAA members on our private e-mail list to view the presentation on our home computers and 
other devices. 

 

http://pluto.jhuapl.edu/News-Center/Ne
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  SECRETARY’S REPORT  
 
 
Secretary’s Report 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
Board Meeting Minutes, July 9, 2018 6:30 PM 
 

a.) CAA received a generous donation of a Meade 10 inch LX200. We have the following options: 
I. Include the telescope in the convention raffle 
II. Move it into the observatory; however, something else will need to make space 

b.) Board voted to sell 16” reflector along with its mount and will replace it with the donated 
telescope. 

c.) The final attendance count at the Lakewood Summer Solstice event was 8,000. 
d.) Medina Parks has offered to paint the observatory on our behalf. 
e.) Bill filed with the state of Ohio to change our statutory agent to himself. 
f.) Annual convention activities: we have had no volunteers at this point. Tim is going to try and find a 

speaker. 
g.) Board discussed having private club star parties on the first and third Saturdays of the month. 
h.) CAA website is receiving traffic driven by public exposure. Board is going to examine how we can 

improve the webpage so that it more clearly publicizes important events. 
i.) Nora offered to make window shades for Letha House. 
j.) Trevor sent requests for donations to the convention raffle in mid-June and has not yet received 

any responses.  

General Membership Meeting Minutes, July 9, 2018 7:30 PM 
Treasurer’s Report: Financial information stands as published in The Observer. 
Secretary’s Report: Secretary’s report stands as published in The Observer. 
President’s Report: 

a.) Bill welcomed one new member since last month.  
b.) Thanks to all who helped at our June public star party at Letha House. The skies cleared just in time for the 

event, which was a success. 
c.) Attendance at Lakewood Summer Solstice event was roughly 8,000. Excellent turnout! 
d.) The next public star party is this Saturday and officially begins at 9:00 PM. 
e.) The next NASA Night Sky Network webinar will be held on 7/18 at 9:00 PM. The subject is Tabby’s Star in the 

constellation Cygnus. 
f.) CAA will be hosting a public event at the Parma Heights Library on 7/18 from 7:00-9:00 PM. Telescopes 

needed! We will also be hosting an event at the Beachwood Library on 8/15. 
g.) Reminder that members need to call Cleveland Metroparks or Medina County Park rangers before 

conducting after hours observing. Also noted that membership cards act as observing permits. 
h.) CAA’s annual OTAA convention will be held on September 8th. We are looking for members to form a 

convention committee to plan the event. Please let President Bill Murmann know if you are interested in 
participating. 
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Vice President’s Report:  

a.) Speakers booked though the end of 2018. Thanks to everyone who gave a presentation this year! 

Observatory Director’s Report: 
a.) Observatory training will be held before the next public star party at 7:15 PM. 

No old business to discuss 
New Business: 

a.) CAA does not have anything planned for Perseid Meteor Shower. 
b.) CAA might host a small Mars-centric event in Lakewood. Watch your e-mail for information. 

Observation reports were given by several members. 
Meeting Adjourned 8:51 PM 
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  TREASURER’S REPORT  
 
 
CAA Financial Report Jul-18 
Beginning Bank Bal. 8,770.79 
Beginning Petty Cash 381.64 
Total Beginning Cash 9,152.43 

  Income - Bank 
 Memberships 85.00 

Interest 0.07 
Donations 100.00 

  Income - Petty Cash 
 Donations 26.61 

Membership 30.00 

  Expenses - Bank 
 CAA Newsletter & Copies 48.71 

Statutory Agent Renewal 50.00 

  Expenses - Petty Cash 
 Refreshments 23.97 

Postage 10.50 

  Net Bank 8,857.15 
Net Petty Cash 403.78 
Total 9,260.93 

  Ron Palcic, Treasurer 
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  CLUB CONTACTS  
 
 

President: 
Bill Murmann 440-572-0464 murmann@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President and Editor of the Observer: 

 

Tim Campbell 
Treasurer: 

216-316-7829 camtimothy@aol.com 

Ron Palcic 330-336-8286 thematrix@neo.rr.com 
Secretary: 
Trevor Braun 

 
440-823-6276 

 
Braunth7@gmail.com 

CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford 440-877-0372 guilford.james@gmail.com 

 
 

Members at Large: 
 

Dave Nuti 216-502-1706 working212@yahoo.com 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 jay52757@yahoo.com 
Bob Wiersma 440-409-1468 rrw28141@gmail.com 

 

Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 jay52757@yahoo.com 
Hospitality Directors: 
Rich and Nancy Whisler 
Education Director: 
Nora Mishey 

mailto:murmann@sbcglobal.net
mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
mailto:thematrix@neo.rr.com
mailto:Braunth7@gmail.com
mailto:guilford.james@gmail.com
mailto:working212@yahoo.com
mailto:jay52757@yahoo.com
mailto:rrw28141@gmail.com
mailto:jay52757@yahoo.com
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  CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM  
2018 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

 
Date:   /  /   
Name:  Address:   

 

City:  State: Zip Code:    
Phone: E-Mail:     

 

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 
E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 
Membership Level: $10 Student $25 Individual $30 Family $  .  

 

The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website, 
www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00 $ . 

 

Magazine Subscriptions: 
PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 

 

Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00 $ . 
   New Subscription Renewing Subscription Number    

 

Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $32.95 $  .  
   New Subscription Renewing Subscription Number    

 

The Observer’s Handbook 2018 * – $26.95 each 
From the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada. $  .  

 

*The cutoff date for ordering The Observer’s Handbook 2018 is strictly December 11, 2017. Any 
money received after this date will be refunded. As always, the P.O. Box will be checked before 

final payment is sent out. 
 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $  .   
 
 

How did you hear about us?    
 
 

Please make checks payable to:               Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
P.O. Box 868 
North Olmsted, OH 44070 

 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
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