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FROM THE EDITOR 
Welcome to the September edition of the Observer. August was a 

busy month for the club and also for your newsletter editor. Just returned 
from a two-week vacation in Europe and have been busy catching up on 
work, tennis, and of course, the newsletter! 

This issue, we have some photos from club members and our usual 
features. This month, we have our annual convention on Saturday 
September 8, an interesting meeting the following Monday, and a Fall star 
party out at Letha House!  Please join us for at least one of these events! 

 
Nothing for sale this month, but we do have a FOR SALE OR TRADE 

section so if you have something you would like to offer through the 
OBSERVER,, you can send your submissions directly to me at 
camtimothy@aol.com and I will publish. Be sure to include your contact 
info as prospective buyers will need to contact YOU directly!  

As always, this is YOUR club and YOUR newsletter, so if there is 
anything that you would like to contribute, please do! Articles, items for 
sale, pictures are always welcome. I do run things by President Murmann to 
make sure that content is appropriate and family-friendly!  

The CAA is now 61 years old and going strong.  
As always keep looking up! 

Tim Campbell, Editor 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
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 PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS AND NEWS NOTES  
  
 
NEW MEMBERS 
We have had four new members join our club this month.  They are: 
 
Mary Ogden 
Erik Bogen 
Tusiime Ndyajunwoha 
Douglas Horne 
 
Congratulations to our new members!  Please join me in making them feel welcome. 
 
--Bill Murmann 
  CAA President 
 
P.S. We now have 119 members in our club. 
 
LETHA HOUSE OBSERVATORY 
 
Regarding Letha House and use of our observatory--CAA members who have paid their 
annual dues and who have a current membership ID card can go out to Letha House for star 
gazing after hours when the park is closed to the public.  You have to notify park rangers or 
the sheriff's office when you plan to go to Letha House.  Your CAA ID card serves as an 
Observing Permit that you can show to park rangers or to sheriff's deputies if asked. 
 
Your current CAA ID card also serves as an Observing Permit for the Cleveland 
Metroparks.  As is the case with Letha House, you are required by the park district to notify 
Metroparks Rangers whenever you plan to go into any of the Metorparks for star gazing after 
closing hours.  Call Ranger headquarters about a half-hour before going out so the current
shift can be notified of your plans. 
 
Use of our observatory and telescopes is limited to CAA members who have taken training 
from Observatory Director Jay Reynolds.  This limitation is intended to help avoid damage to 
the roof mechanism on the observatory and to the telescopes. 
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*  *  *  
 

CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

 
Here's a reminder about upcoming events for CAA members: 
 
1)  Webinar.  We will have a NASA/JPL Night Sky Network live webinar for viewing on 
your home computer or other devices at 9 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 20. I will post a 
link. 
 
2)  Convention & Pot Luck Picnic.  Our club's Annual Convention and pot luck picnic 
will be held at Letha House Park on Saturday, September 8.  Starting time is around 2 
p.m.  We will post a separate message about this event. 
 
3) Monthly Meeting.  Our regular CAA monthly meeting will be held at 7:30 p.m. 
on Monday, September 10, at the Rocky River Nature Center.  Our speaker at 7:30 will 
be a NASA engineer who will discuss living on the Moon. 
 
4)  Public Star Party.  We will hold a public star party for the Medina County Park 
District on Saturday, September 15.  Please join us to help with the 
program.  Telescopes are needed.  Set-up starts at 8 p.m.  The program is from 9 p.m. 
to 11 p.m. 
 
Best wishes and clear skies! 
 
--Bill Murmann 
  CAA President 
 
September 10, 2018 
 
“MOON BASES” 
Speaker: Bryan A. Paleszewski, NASA Engineer 
NASA Engineer Bryan Palaszewski will bring us close to home and discuss 
plans and ideas for humans to “live off the land”, i.e. establish a permanent 
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base on the surface of our nearest neighbor, the Moon! 
 

October 8, 2018  
“ASTRONOMICAL 
TOOLS 
Speaker: Club Member and Club Secretary Trevor Braun 
There have been a variety of important astronomical tools dating from 
antiquity to 
today! Trevor will give us an overview of the history of these tools, 
show us how they have been and are being used, their impact on our 
knowledge of the Universe and ourselves, and best of all, how to make 
your own! 

 
November 12,2018 
“Discovering New 
Worlds” 
Speaker: Club Member Lydia Bindal 
Club member and enthusiast Lydia Bindal will take us on a 
metaphorical expedition to explore exoplanets; planets which aren't a 
part of our solar system! How do we detect them? What have we found 
so far? What are their properties? What can they tell us about our own 
solar system? And could they possess life? 
 
December, 2018 
No meeting this month, but we will be enjoying a Winter Dinner at 
Mahle’s Restaurant in Westlake. Details to come! 
 
January 14, 2019 
   “To Infinity and Beyond Pluto: New Horizons at MU69 -- The Most 
Distant Spacecraft     E ncounter Ever” 
Speaker: Kai Getrost, Club Member and member of the NASA MU69 
Occultation Team.
   New Horizons -- the spacecraft that made Pluto a known world -- is 
still going strong.  On New Year's Day it explores a yet more distant 
target: 2014MU69, aka Ultima Thule.  Find out what we've learned, 
how we got there -- and how one of our members was involved 



September 2018  Volume 47 Issue 9 

5 
 

 
 

***** 
 
 
Reminder: our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's 
Letha House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256. 

 

 

 HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR SEPTEMBER SKIES 
 Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine and to Orion Telescopes & Binoculars for help with this 
 suggestion of what-to-see in September.  Sorry for the very short report this month. --Bill Murmann
 
Veil Nebula--If you like a challenge, try to spot the Veil Nebula in the constellation Cygnus that is
directly overhead at this time of year.  Use at least a 5-inch scope and focus on naked-eye star
52 Cygni.  One branch of the Veil crosses over this star.
 
   

PHOTO GALLERY 
From Club Member and Webmaster Jim Guilford: 
Breaks in the clouds are coming up in the next couple of days so if you have a solar-safe telescope, there’s 
something to see now.... 
 
 

 

BIG SUNSPOT ALERT: For most of 2018, the solar disk has been blank without a trace of 
even the smallest sunspot. This weekend something different is happening. A large 
sunspot has suddenly emerged, growing rapidly into a sprawling group with two dark 
cores as wide as Earth. Satellites are monitoring the region to see if it will break the quiet 
of solar minimum with a significant flare. Visit Spaceweather.com for more information 
and updates. 

https://spaceweather.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c5fce34d5ca05f64a13d085d&id=7230b7d45b&e=26b8f00539
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Above: Sunspot group AR2720, photographed by Thierry Legault on Aug. 25th from the 
Saint-Véran/Astroqueyras observatory in the French Alps. An image of Earth has been 

inserted for scale. 
 

From Club Member Lowan Laws: 
 

I took the attached images of the moon at Letha House on 07/19/18 with my iPhone, 
hand-held at the eyepiece of my 8" Meade DOB at 600 power!!! 

I think the images are cool, and I'd like to share them with the club! 
Thanks, 
Lowan 

https://spaceweather.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c5fce34d5ca05f64a13d085d&id=c91107d833&e=26b8f00539
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 FOR SALE OR TRADE 
Nothing for Sale or Trade this month 

 

 SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Secretary’s Report 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
Board Meeting Minutes, August 13, 2018 6:30 PM 
 

a.) Board members hashed out who would bring which supplies to annual convention next 
month. 

b.) CAA Logo Shirts: Bill will be meeting with representatives later this week to discuss options for 
ordering instructions. 

c.) Medina County Parks director is retiring soon. He has been a great partner and supporter of 
our club. 

d.) Library program at Beachwood coming up this Wednesday (August 15) 
e.) Public star party coming up this weekend (August 18) 
f.) Medina County Parks graciously took the time to paint our observatory, and did a wonderful 

job. 
g.) 16” telescope was sold quickly as discussed at last board meeting. 
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h.) Jay proposed purchasing an electronic raising and lowering pier for the new 10” telescope 
using club funds (roughly $2,500). The board voted an unanimously supported. 

i.) Nora made curtains to use on the front of the Letha House building to block out the inside 
lights. 

j.) The new LX200 is on an alt-az mount. Board decided that it would be best to get a wedge for 
this telescope so that its setup matched the others in the observatory. 

k.) Our relationship with the City of Lakewood is growing and strengthening. We had an excellent 
turnout at the Perseid meteor shower event. 

l.) Elections are coming up this year. First round of nominations will occur in October. 
General Membership Meeting Minutes, August 13, 2018 7:30 PM 

Treasurer’s Report: Financial information stands as published in The Observer. 

Secretary’s Report: Secretary’s report stands as published in The Observer. 

President’s Report: 

a.) We have had 5 new members join the club since last month. Welcome! 
b.) Library program at Beachwood coming up this Wednesday (August 15) 
c.) Public star party coming up this weekend (August 18) from 8:00 PM until 11:00 PM. Club 

members are welcome to stay later if weather permits. 
d.) The next NASA Night Sky Network webinar will be on 8/29 beginning at 9:00 PM. 
e.) Thanks to all participants and the hosts of the clubs 3rd annual summer picnic. 
f.) CAA Logo Shirts: Bill will be meeting with representatives later this week to discuss options for 

ordering instructions. 
g.) Reminder about permit and after-hours observing rules for Medina County and Cleveland 

Metroparks. Please call the ranger station 30 minutes prior to arriving. 
 

 

 

Vice President’s Report:  

a.) Speakers booked though the end of 2018. Thanks to everyone who gave a presentation this year! 
Observatory Director’s Report: 

a.) Observatory was recently painted and is in pristine working order. 
b.) The 16” telescope that was once in the observatory has been sold and has already been put into use by 

the new owner. 
c.) 12” telescope is working perfectly and the new 10” will be ready very soon. The board approved the 

purchase of an elevating pier and wedge. 
No old business to discuss 

New Business: 
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a.) The lecture series at Baldwin Wallace now requires a ticket; however, these are free to obtain at 
www.bw.edu/tickets 

Observation reports were given by several members. 

Meeting Adjourned 9:16 PM 

Trevor Braun, Secretary 

 TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
CAA Financial Report Aug-18 
Beginning Bank Bal. 8,823.15 
Beginning Petty Cash 403.78 
Total Beginning Cash 9,226.93 

  Income - Bank 
 Memberships 175.00 

Prepaid Magazine Subscriptions 34.00 
Interest 0.07 
Cash Transfer 600.00 

  Income - Petty Cash 
 Donations 28.50 

Equipment Sales 600.00 
Membership 30.00 

  Expenses - Bank 
 

  Expenses - Petty Cash 
 Refreshments 23.97 

Misc. 30.00 
Cash Transfer 600.00 
CAA Newletter and Copies 9.66 

  Net Bank 9,632.22 
Net Petty Cash 398.65 
Total 10,030.87 
  

Ron Palcic, Treasurer 

 

 CLUB CONTACTS 
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President:   
Bill Murmann   440-572-0464   murmann@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President and Editor of the Observer:  
Tim Campbell 216-316-7829 camtimothy@aol.com 
Treasurer: 
Ron Palcic  330-336-8286 thematrix@neo.rr.com 
Secretary: 
Trevor Braun 440-823-6276 Braunth7@gmail.com 
CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford (330) 721-0821 guilford.james@gmail.com 
 
Members at Large: 
Dave Nuti  216-502-1706 working212@yahoo.com 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 jay52757@yahoo.com 
Bob Wiersma 440-409-1468 rrw28141@gmail.com 
 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 jay52757@yahoo.com 
Hospitality: 
Rich and Nancy Whisler 
Education Director: 
Nora Mishey 
 

 CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM 
2018 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

 
Date: __/__/__ 

mailto:murmann@sbcglobal.net
mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
mailto:thematrix@neo.rr.com
mailto:Braunth7@gmail.com
mailto:guilford.james@gmail.com
mailto:working212@yahoo.com
mailto:jay52757@yahoo.com
mailto:rrw28141@gmail.com
mailto:jay52757@yahoo.com
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Name:________________________________________________________Address:__________
____________________________________________ 
City:_____________________________ State:__ ______ Zip Code: ________ 
Phone:_________________ E-Mail:_________________________________ 
 

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 
E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 
Membership Level: __ $10 Student  __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family        $___.__ 
 
The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website, 
www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00        $___.__ 
 
Magazine Subscriptions: 
PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 
 
Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00            $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
 
Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $32.95              $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
 
The Observer’s Handbook 2018 * – $26.95 each 
From the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada.                                                       $ ___.__ 
 
*The cutoff date for ordering The Observer’s Handbook 2018 is strictly December 11, 2017.  Any 
money received after this date will be refunded.  As always, the P.O. Box will be checked before 

final payment is sent out. 
 

 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.__  
 
 
How did you hear about us? ______________________________________ 
 
 
Please make checks payable to:  Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
          P.O. Box 868 
          North Olmsted, OH 44070 
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