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FROM THE EDITOR 
Happy Holidays, Everyone! 
This is your editor’s happy time of the year: no monthly meeting so I 

don’t have to snag a speaker, and instead we have a great winter dinner 
planned, so I get to eat and drink!  

Unfortunately, a lot of cloudy skies and cold air so observing has not 
been the greatest!  Hopefully, we will get some clear nights before we get 
socked in by the frigid air of winter!   

We had elections in November and we have the same slate of officers 
doing their duty once more! I was elected VP again and as I have stated 
before, I look forward to working with President Bill for one more term.  I 
do have a pretty cool set of speakers lined up for the first half of 2019.  I 
think that if you are interested in astronomy as well as the basic science of 
the Universe, you will want to attend at least a few of our monthly meetings 
this year! 

Nothing for sale this month, but we do have a FOR SALE OR TRADE 
section so if you have something you would like to offer through the 
OBSERVER,, you can send your submissions directly to me   
(camtimothy@aol.com) and I will publish. Be sure to include your contact 
info as prospective buyers will need to contact YOU directly!  

As always, this is YOUR club and YOUR newsletter, so if there is 
anything that you would like to contribute, please do! Articles, items for 
sale, pictures are always welcome. I do run things by President Murmann to 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
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make sure that content is appropriate and family-friendly!  
The CAA is now 61 years old and going strong.  
As always, keep looking up! 

Tim Campbell, Editor 

 

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
  First, I’d like to welcome three new members who recently joined our club!  Welcome to Chris 

Bennet, David Daley, and Hayden Gill!  Thank you for joining CAA!  Please make them feel welcome 
at our meetings and other activities! 
 Thank You for Renewing!  Our annual dues were due in November.  Nearly all of our 
members renewed their membership.  Thank you to everyone for your continued support of our club!  
We now have 127 members in CAA. 
 Membership Cards.  If you are a paid-up member for 2019 and would like a CAA membership 
card, please see Treasurer Ron Palcic at one of our meetings, or send Ron a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope at our P.O. Box for your card.  Our membership cards are dated each year and serve as 
Observing Permits and proof of current membership and insurance coverage for the Medina County Park 
District and for the Cleveland Metroparks.  Both park systems have graciously allowed our members to 
use their parks for after-hours observing.  Our thanks to them and appreciation for our cordial 
relationship! 
 Holiday Dinner.  Our annual holiday dinner will be held on Monday, December 17, at Mahle’s 
Restaurant.  I hope you can join us.  Make reservations with Dinner Chairman and VP Tim Campbell.  
Many thanks to Tim for making our dinner arrangements every year! 
   CAA Logo Shirts.  Twenty-two members have placed orders for CAA logo shirts.  We will be 
placing the order soon with the shirt company.  I’ll let you know when the shirts arrive and can be picked 
up at one of our monthly meetings. 

Election Results.  We held our biennial election in November as specified in our CAA bylaws. 
The current officers and at-large board members were all re-elected to serve another 2-year term.  Thank 
you for reelecting me as your president!  I look forward to serving another two years.  And 
congratulations and thanks to my fellow officers and board members for continuing to serve our club! 

Thanks to our Webmaster!   We have a number of members who have advanced technical 
skills for imaging and computer control of telescopes.  You may have noticed the recent e-mail 
discussion among them trading tips and discussing techniques.  We all have the ability to communicate 
privately with each other like this thanks to our Webmaster Jim Guilford who created and maintains our 
private CAA e-mail service.  This service is one of the key benefits of being a CAA member.  Many 
thanks to Jim for his valuable work over the years! 
 Speaker.  Our next meeting and first meeting of the New Year will be at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, 
January 14, at the Rocky River Nature Center.  Our speaker will be CAA member Kai Getrost who has 
been part of the NASA scientific team doing occultation studies in South America for the upcoming New 
Horizons flyby of Kuiper Belt object MU69.   Hope you can join us! 
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                                                                                          *   *   * 
     Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, and Happy New Year to all!  
                                                                       —Bill Murmann 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 

CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
December 17: WINTER DINNER 
Folks: 
 
Our Club Winter Dinner will be held this year on Monday, December 17.  The dinner will 
be held again at Mahle's Restaurant located at 24945 Detroit Ave. Westlake, Ohio.  Their 
PARTY MENU is available online at www.mahlesrestaurant.com.  We had a sign-up 
sheet and menu printout available at our November meeting  You can also sign up and 
let me know your menu selection by emailing me directly at camtimothy@aol.com. 
Deadline for signing up is December 12 as I need to let the restaurant know how many of 
us will be attending! 
 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all and celebrating the club's 61 years of amateur 
astronomy! 
 
Tim Campbell, VP 
 
 
 

 
SPEAKERS PROGRAM: 
 
 

 
December 17, 2018 
No meeting this month, but please join us for our Winter Dinner at 
Mahle’s Restaurant in Westlake. Details above! 
 

http://www.mahlesrestaurant.com/
mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
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January 14, 2019 
   “To Infinity and Beyond Pluto: New Horizons at MU69 -- The Most 
Distant Spacecraft Encounter Ever” 
Speaker: Kai Getrost, Club Member and member of the NASA MU69 
Occultation Team.  New Horizons -- the spacecraft that made Pluto a 
known world -- is still going strong.  On New Year's Day it explores a 
yet more distant target: 2014MU69, aka Ultima Thule.  Find out what 
we've learned, how we got there -- and how one of our members was 
involved 
 
February 11, 2019 

" Looking for the Dark"  John Ruhl PhD, Professor of Physics and 
Cosmology at CWRU will describe the latest findings from two new and 
unique projects designed to utilize gravity waves and the CMB to search for 
the mysterious Dark Energy that is causing our Universe to expand! 
 
March 11, 2019 
"Gravitational Waves from Colliding Black Holes" Rob Owen, Associate Professor of 
Physics and Astronomy at Oberlin College 
 
Rob Owen is a member of the Simulating Extreme Spacetimes collaboration 
(www.black-holes.org), which carries out supercomputer simulations of colliding black 
holes and neutron stars. Such simulations are essential for relating gravitational wave 
signals (such as those measured by the revolutionary LIGO observatory) to the 
astrophysical sources that produce them. In this visit he will describe this work and 
the often misunderstood physics of black holes and how they relate to the structure of 
space and time!   
 
April 8, 2019 
“Rising From the Ashes: Restoration of the Great Melbourne Telescope” 
Speaker: Trudy E. Bell, M.A., Sky & Telescope Contributing Editor, 2006 recipient of 
the American Astronomical Society’s David N. Schramm Award, and board member of 
the Antique Telescope Society. 
When completed in 1869, the Great Melbourne Telescope was the world’s largest 
equatorial reflector. Today, 150 years later—after a bushfire that devastated the Mount 
Stromlo Observatory—Australian opticians and machinists are restoring the GMT to 
become one of the world’s largest telescopes for public outreach! 
  
Ms. Bell’s latest article about the restoration appears in the October 2018 issue of Sky 
and Telescope. 

http://www.black-holes.org/
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May 13 
TBD 
 
June 10, 2019 
This month will feature our annual “Show and Tell Member Telescope 
Night” 
As we enter the summer observing season, this is a great opportunity for 
members to show off some of their own personal scopes and for newbies 
and the curious to see and learn about the different types and styles of 
telescopes.  This evening is especially beneficial for those who have not 
yet purchased scopes and are not sure what to buy! 

***** 
 
 
Reminder: our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's 
Letha House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256. 

 

 

 HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR DECEMBER SKIES 
  

Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine and to Orion Telescopes & Binoculars for help with this brief 
list of what-to-see in December and January. —by Bill Murmann. 
 
         Lunar Eclipse Next Month—There will be a total lunar eclipse on the night of January 20-21. We will 
have ringside seats for this spectacular event.  The entire eclipse will be visible high in the sky at about 
66-degrees.  The eclipse will start around 10 p.m. and totality will begin before midnight at 11:41 p.m. EST. 
 Geminids Meteor Shower—The annual Geminids meteor shower will take place on Dec. 7-17.  
The peak will be December 14.  There will be a waxing crescent Moon this year starting December 8.  
The Moon will be about 70 percent full by December 17.  Observers usually can expect to see about 100 
multicolored meteors per hour from this meteor shower.  Look toward the constellation Gemini in the 
east.  The Geminids, which create a high number of bright Earth-grazing meteors, are thought to be 
caused by dusty debris expelled by radiation pressure from 3200 Phaethon, a non-icy Palladian asteroid
with a “rock comet” orbit. 
 Winter Solstice—December 21 will mark the Winter Solstice, the shortest day and longest night 
of the year in the northern hemisphere.  The term “solstice” means when the Sun stands still.  Many 



December 2018  Volume 47 Issue 12 

6 
 

cultures throughout history have considered the Winter Solstice a special event, marking it with festivals, 
rituals, gatherings, or other celebrations characterized by singing, dancing, and feasting.  If want to 
make the trip to Britain, you can see the Sun positioned to shine through the openings on Stonehenge 
during the Solstice—if they have clear skies, of course. 
 Orion’s Bounty—The constellation Orion will be positioned high in the sky during December 
and the following winter months.  Look in the middle of Orion’s sword for M42, the great Orion Nebula, 
which can be seen naked eye.  The nebula contains about 2,000 stars in a 20 light-year radius.  Use 
binoculars or a wide-field scope to observe this famous nebula. 
 Orion’s Trapezium—The Trapezium is a group of four massive stars located in the heart of the 
great Orion Nebula.  The stars, labeled A,B,C, and D on charts, form a distinctive diamond pattern that 
can be seen with a 4.5-inch scope using a 6mm eyepiece and a 3X Barlow lens.  The Trapezium was 
discovered by Galileo in the 1600s.  Look for the Trapezium at RA 05h 35.4m and DEC -05° 27´. 
           Overlooked Double Stars—Sky & Telescope columnist Fred Schaaf suggests checking double
stars Eta Persei and Epsilon Persei in the constellation Perseus.  Eta Persei consists of an orange supergiant
 with a blue companion.  Epsilon Persei consists of a brilliant blue-white star with a smaller white 
companion.  Eta and Epsilon Persei can be found at RA 02h 50m, DEC +55º 53ʹ and at RA 03h 57m, 
DEC +44º 00ʹ respectively. 
 Monkey Head Nebula—This interesting nebula and star cluster, NGC 2174/2175, is about 6,400 
light years from us and is located near the top of Orion’s raised “hand.”  Use a wide-field scope under 
dark skies to spot it 
 Beehive Cluster (M44)—This is another winter gem, an open cluster of about 1,000 stars located 
in the constellation Cancer at RA 08h 40.4m and DEC 19° 59´.  The Beehive is one of the closest open 
clusters to our solar system.  It’s a great target for binoculars and wide-field scopes on low power.  
During December look for it after 10 p.m. or so. 
 Horsehead Challenge—If you have a 10-inch or large scope, see if you can observe the famous 
Horsehead Nebula near Alnitak, the eastern star in Orion’s Belt.  It would be interesting to see if anyone 
can spot the Horsehead with the 12-inch Go-To scope in our observatory.  The Horsehead is part of huge 
cloud of molecular gas in the shape of a horse’s head illuminated from behind by nearby stars.  Look for 
it a RA 5h 40m 59s and DEC -2° 27´ 30˝. 
 Best Binocular Targets—Andromeda (M31), the Pleiades (M45), and the Double Cluster (near 
the constellation Perseus) make great binocular targets during the winter months. 
             Big Green Comet--Naked-eye Comet Wirtanen will be closest to Earth on December 16.  Look
for it almost directly overhead in the constellation Taurus, home to the Hyades star cluster and 
signature star reddish Aldebaran. 
 
 
  

PHOTO GALLERY 
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 MISCELLANEOUS ASTRONOMY 
 
 
 

 FOR SALE OR TRADE 
Nothing for Sale or Trade this month 
 

 SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Secretary’s Report 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
General Membership Meeting Minutes, November 12, 2018 7:30 PM 

Treasurer’s Report: Financial information stands as published in The Observer. 

Secretary’s Report: Secretary’s report stands as published in The Observer. 

President’s Report: 

a.) We have had 2 new members join the club since last month. Our paid membership is now around 130 
members! 

b.) The next regular General Membership Meeting will be held January 14, 2019. 
c.) May 11 will be our first public event at Letha House for 2019. 
d.) Reminder that dues are to be paid this month. 
e.) Reminder of observing instuctions, specifically to verify Letha House is available on the Medina 

Parks’ calendar, and to call the ranger’s station in advance of your nighttime visit. 
f.) CAA Logo Shirts will be available to order soon. They will be navy blue polo shirts available in 

both women’s and men’s styling, and will cost $18. The deadline to submit an order is 
11/30/18. 

g.) Thanks to all who helped with and participated in our events this year. It was a very successful year full 
of public and private club events! 

Vice President’s Report:  

a.) Annual Winter Dinner will be held on 12/17/18 at Mahle’s Restaurant in Westlake. Please sign 
up with Tim Campbell. 
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b.) Speakers booked through the end of 2018 and into the beginning of 2019. Thanks to everyone who 
gave a presentation this year! 

Observatory Director’s Report: 

a.) As mentioned in previous months, the club will be purchasing an elevator mount for our new Meade 
telescope. This will arrive and will be installed over the winter. 

Old Business: 

a.) Elections for club officers were held. All positions ran uncontested.  Elected are: 
 
President: Bill Murmann 
Vice President: Tim Campbell 
Secretary: Trevor Braun 
Treasurer: Ron Palcic 
Members-at-large: Jay Reynolds, Bob Wiersma, Dave Nuti 

 

 

New Business: 

a.) Reminder to select date for summer picnic. 
No observation reports were given due to poor weather. 

Meeting Adjourned 8:48 PM 

 
Trevor Braun, Secretary 
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 TREASURER’S REPORT 
CAA Financial Report Nov-18 
Beginning Bank Bal. 10,118.56 
Beginning Petty Cash 550.31 
Total Beginning Cash 10,668.87 
  
Income - Bank  
Memberships 533.00 
Prepaid Magazine Subscriptions 233.80 
Observer Handbook 80.85 
Interest 0.09 
Cash Transfer 305.00 
Donations 10.05 
T-Shirts 92.00 
  
Income - Petty Cash  
Donations 18.50 
Membership 189.00 
T-Shirts 18.00 
  
Expenses - Bank  
Magazine Expense 233.80 
  
Expenses - Petty Cash  
Refreshments 23.97 
Cash Transfer 305.00 
CAA Newsletter and Copies 21.41 
  
Net Bank 11,139.55 
Net Petty Cash 425.43 
Total 11,564.98 
  
Ron Palcic, Treasurer  



December 2018  Volume 47 Issue 12 

10 
 

 CLUB CONTACTS 
 

 
President:   
Bill Murmann   440-572-0464   murmann@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President and Editor of the Observer:  
Tim Campbell 216-316-7829 camtimothy@aol.com 
Treasurer: 
Ron Palcic  330-336-8286 thematrix@neo.rr.com 
Secretary: 
Trevor Braun 440-823-6276 Braunth7@gmail.com 
CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford (330) 721-0821 guilford.james@gmail.com 
 
Members at Large: 
Dave Nuti  216-502-1706 working212@yahoo.com 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 jay52757@yahoo.com 
Bob Wiersma 440-409-1468 rrw28141@gmail.com 
 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 jay52757@yahoo.com 
Hospitality Directors: 
Rich and Nancy Whisler 
Education Director: 
Nora Mishey 
 

  

mailto:murmann@sbcglobal.net
mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
mailto:thematrix@neo.rr.com
mailto:Braunth7@gmail.com
mailto:guilford.james@gmail.com
mailto:working212@yahoo.com
mailto:jay52757@yahoo.com
mailto:rrw28141@gmail.com
mailto:jay52757@yahoo.com
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 CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM 
2019 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

 
Date: __/__/__ 
Name:________________________________________________________Address:__________
____________________________________________ 
City:_____________________________ State:__ ______ Zip Code: ________ 
Phone:_________________ E-Mail:_________________________________ 
 

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 
E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 
Membership Level: __ $10 Student  __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family        $___.__ 
 
The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website, 
www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00        $___.__ 
 
Magazine Subscriptions: 
PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 
 
Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00            $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
 
Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $32.95              $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
 
The Observer’s Handbook 2019 * – $26.95 each 
From the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada.                                                       $___.__ 
 
*The cutoff date for ordering The Observer’s Handbook 2019 is strictly December 7, 2018.  Any 
money received after this date will be refunded.  As always, the P.O. Box will be checked before 

final payment is sent out. 
 

 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.__  
 
 
How did you hear about us? ______________________________________ 
 
 
Please make checks payable to:  Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
      P.O. Box 868 
      North Olmsted, OH 44070 
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