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FROM THE EDITOR 
Spring has sprung!  
Ok, your editor is being a bit optimistic, but as of this writing, things are looking 

good! Let’s hope that we get some clear skies to go along with warmer temperatures! 
Certainly, we have a lot of interesting events coming up for the club! 

You will definitely want to hit some of our upcoming meetings as we have a great 
lineup of speakers! See the “CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS” for details! 

We have a FOR SALE OR TRADE section so if you have something you would like 
to offer through the OBSERVER,, you can send your submissions directly to me   
(camtimothy@aol.com) and I will publish. Be sure to include your contact info as 
prospective buyers will need to contact YOU directly!  

As always, this is YOUR club and YOUR newsletter, so if there is anything that 
you would like to contribute, please do! Articles, items for sale, pictures are always 
welcome. I do run things by President Murmann to make sure that content is 
appropriate and family-friendly!  

The CAA is now 62 years old and going strong.  
As always keep looking up! 

Tim Campbell, Editor 

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
President’s Comments—March 2019 
 
 We offer a big Thank You to WKYC TV Channel 3 for producing and broadcasting a regular 
feature about astronomy called “In the Sky” starring CAA members Jay Reynolds and Gale Franko! 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
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 Congratulations to Jay, who is our observatory director and a research astronomer at Cleveland 
State University, and to Gale who appear on Sunday mornings and online at wkyc.com to discuss 
astronomy on the Channel 3 science program. 
 And thanks again to Channel 3 for supporting astronomy and for featuring our club members!  
Watch the program on air or online to see our fellow members in action! 
 Special Event.  I’m happy to note that we will be working with the Medina County Park District 
and the Medina County Library System on a combined program at our public star party at Letha House 
on Saturday, July 13. 
 Medina County Park District Interpretive Services Manager Shelley Tender made the 
arrangements with the library district for our joint program.  Shelley is a good friend who has worked 
with our club for well over 10 years scheduling our programs with the park district. 
 Summer Solstice Program.  Observatory Director Jay Reynolds has made arrangements with 
the City of Lakewood for us to participate again in this year’s Summer Solstice program in Lakewood 
City Park on Friday, June 21.  This will be our third year participating in the solstice program.  Our 
thanks to the City of Lakewood for inviting us. 
 Library Moon Talks.  We have scheduled two Moon programs at libraries this summer from 7 
to 9 p.m. on dates when the Moon will be visible during the early evening. 

The first program will be held Wednesday, July 10, at the Rocky River Public Library.  The 
second program will be on Wednesday, August 7, at the Beachwood County Library branch. 

I will be giving a slide presentation about the Moon from 7 to 8 p.m. at both libraries, followed by 
telescope observing outside the libraries from 8 to 9 p.m.—or later if there is enough interest. 

Last year we had a Moon program at the Parma Heights County library.  The weather and sky 
conditions were great and guests stayed past 10:30 p.m. after the library closed to use our telescopes. 

Observer Handbooks.  Members who ordered “Observer Handbooks” for this year can pick 
them up from Treasurer Ron Palcic at our upcoming meeting. 

Club Logo Shirts.  Members who ordered CAA logo shirts can also pick them up at our next 
meeting.  The shirts were available at our February meeting.  Seven members still haven’t picked up 
their shirts. 

Final Note.  For the fourth year in a row, there has been an increase in the number of cosmic rays 
hitting Earth.  Scientists think this is being caused by the Solar Minimum and the lack of sunspots.  We 
just went for about a month with no sunspots.  Passengers in high-flying planes are especially exposed 
to the increased cosmic rays.  Time for aluminum-foil hats?

                                                      Best wishes and clear skies—Bill Murmann 
 
 
 

 CAA CLUB HISTORY 
 

Fellow members...I'd like to prepare a brief history of our club for possible 
use as a feature on our website.  CAA was established in 1957.  Can 
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anyone tell me who started the club and give me details about its history 
over the years? 
 
Some of our current long-time members include Gary Kader, Paul Leopold, 
Gus Waffen, and Mike Williams... 
 
If you'd like to help tell our history, please let me know. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
--Bill 
  CAA President 
 

CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
Letha House Schedule 2019 and 2020 
 
 CAA has scheduled the following public star parties for 2019 and 2020 at Letha House park for 
the Medina County Park District: 
 
2019 
Saturday, May 11.  Telescope Night starting at 8 p.m. 
Saturday, June 8, starting at 9 p.m. 
Saturday, July 13, starting at 9 p.m. 
Saturday, August 10, starting at 9 p.m. 
Saturday, September 7, starting at 9 p.m. 
Saturday, October 5, starting at 8 p.m. 
 
2020 
Saturday, May 30, Telescope Night at 8 p.m. 
Saturday, June 27, starting at 9 p.m. 
Saturday, July 25, starting at 9 p.m. 
Saturday, August 29, starting at 9 p.m. 
Saturday, September 26, starting at 8 p.m. 
Saturday, October 3, starting at 8 p.m. 
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SPEAKERS PROGRAM 7:30 p.m. at Rocky River Nature Center: 

 
March 11, 2019 
"Gravitational Waves from Colliding Black Holes" Rob Owen, Associate Professor of 
Physics and Astronomy at Oberlin College 
 
Rob Owen is a member of the Simulating Extreme Spacetimes collaboration 
(www.black-holes.org), which carries out supercomputer simulations of colliding black 
holes and neutron stars. Such simulations are essential for relating gravitational wave 
signals (such as those measured by the revolutionary LIGO observatory) to the 
astrophysical sources that produce them. In this visit he will describe this work and 
the often misunderstood physics of black holes and how they relate to the structure of 
space and time!   
 
April 8, 2019 
“Rising From the Ashes: Restoration of the Great Melbourne Telescope” 
Speaker: Trudy E. Bell, M.A., Sky & Telescope Contributing Editor, 2006 recipient of 
the American Astronomical Society’s David N. Schramm Award, and board member of 
the Antique Telescope Society. 
When completed in 1869, the Great Melbourne Telescope was the world’s largest 
equatorial reflector. Today, 150 years later—after a bushfire that devastated the Mount 
Stromlo Observatory—Australian opticians and machinists are restoring the GMT to 
become one of the world’s largest telescopes for public outreach! 
  
Ms. Bell’s latest article about the restoration appears in the October 2018 issue of Sky 
and Telescope magazine. 
 
May 13, 2019 
“How to find your way around the Summer Sky” 
Speaker: Club member Gary Kader, Director of the Burrell Memorial Observatory at 
Baldwin Wallace University 

You are invited to join the Cuyahoga Astronomical Association for a special 
travelogue.   A lecture on “How to Find Your Way Around the Summer Sky and What to 
do When You Get There” Bring the family and your curiosity and we will provide the 
maps! 

P.S. Gary will bring 50 copies of the SKY AND TELESCOPES star maps. 

http://www.black-holes.org/
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June 10, 2019 
 
Initially, this was to be our annual “show and tell” night, but I have a two-night 
“event” planned. 
 
First up, Club member (and your intrepid editor) Tim Campbell will discuss the 
history of LIGO (Laser Interferometer Gravitational-wave Observatory), a unique new 
type of astronomical instrument, and his visit to the facility in Livingston, Louisiana. 
There is a Cleveland connection to LIGO and this talk will be a companion piece and 
basic intro to our July talk. 
 
July 8, 2019 
This will be in effect a second part, but don’t worry, this talk will stand on its own! 
“Listening to the Universe with Lasers” 
 
Speaker, Madeline Wade, Assistant Professor of Physics, Kenyon College 
 
Dr. Wade: “Abstract: The Advanced Laser Interferometer Gravitational-wave 
Observatory (aLIGO) has been making ground breaking discoveries since the 
moment it turned on in 2015.  The LIGO and Virgo Scientific Collaborations have 
published results for 11 total gravitational wave detections.  We have detected 
gravitational waves from ten merging black hole systems and one merging neutron 
star system.  In this talk, I will give an overview of gravitational-wave physics, the 
LIGO detectors, and give some highlights of the current discoveries.  I will also 
discuss some of the current and ongoing research I am involved in, including 
calibration of the LIGO instruments and applications of machine learning algorithms 
to improve the quality of LIGO data.” 
 
August and September have not been firmed up yet, but looks like we will have a 
husband and wife team giving separate talks that I think and hope you will all find 
very interesting! Keep watching this space for more news! 
 

***** 
 
 
Reminder: our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's 
Letha House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256. 
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 IN MEMORIAM 

From Bill Ruth of the Black River Astronomical Society: 

Dear members and friends of the Black River Astronomical Society, 

Active long-time member, past board member and treasurer Larry Janowicz died last 
Saturday.  

Those of us who knew Larry remember him with fondness and respect. He will be 
missed. 

His full obituary can be found at this link: 

http://www.chroniclet.com/obituaries/2019/02/25/Lawrence-M-Janowicz.html  

Bill Ruth, Secretary 
Black River Astronomical Society 
 

 HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR MARCH SKIES 
Highlights of Our March Skies 

 

 Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine and to Orion Telescopes & Binoculars 
for this brief list of what-to-see in March. —by Bill Murmann. 

                                                              *   *   * 

More Daylight—Daylight Savings Time (DST) will start on March 10 when we set our 
clocks one hour ahead.  DST is not considered good for stargazing.  By the middle 
of summer DST means that it doesn’t become dark enough to see the Milky Way until 
10 p.m. or later. 

Start of Spring—The Sun will reach its spring equinox on March 20, marking the start 
of spring in the Northern Hemisphere and the start of autumn in the Southern 
Hemisphere. 

http://www.chroniclet.com/obituaries/2019/02/25/Lawrence-M-Janowicz.html
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Zodiacal Light—Starting on March 21 and for the next two weeks look toward the 
west at evening twilight to see the soft glow of the zodiacal light as a hazy pyramid of 
light that stretches up and slightly left through the constellations Taurus and Gemini.  
The glow is caused by sunlight reflected off meteor and comet dust in the plane of 
our solar system.  

 Dying Stars—Stars eventually grow old and die.  Winter provides an 
opportunity for us to see two naked-eye stars sinking into old age.  Betelgeuse in 
the constellation Orion and Aldebaran in the constellation Taurus are two examples 
of aging stars.  Betelgeuse is a red super giant that is destined to become a 
supernova.  Aldebaran the eye of Taurus the Bull is a orange-red giant that will end 
as a planetary nebula.  Enjoy them while you can.  In a few million years, they will 
be gone. 

 Far, Far Away—If you have a good 4.5-inch or larger scope, see if you can spot 
globular cluster NGC 2419 in the constellation Lynx.  NGC 2419 was once known as 
the “Intergalactic Wanderer” because it is almost 300,000 light years from the center 
of our galaxy.  The cluster, which is part of the Milky Way’s galactic halo, contains 
about one million stars spread across a distance of 400 light years.  At its great 
distance, it takes NGC 2419 three billion years to circle our galaxy once.  With an 
equatorial mount, you can find NGC 2419 at RA 07h 38m and DEC +38° 52'. 

 Orion Nebula—March will still be a good time to see the constellation Orion 
and the famous Orion Nebula.  After March, Orion will sink lower and lower in the 
west until it is no longer visible in our night skies.

 Galaxies Galore—By about 9 p.m. throughout March, Ursa Major, Leo, and the 
western edge of the Virgo Galaxy Cluster are high enough in the eastern sky to yield 
great views with a big telescope.  With an 8-inch or larger scope, look for M81 and 
M82 just above the Big Dipper.  Look east of Regulus in Leo for M65 and M66.  And 
in the northeastern sky find M51, the famous Whirlpool Galaxy. 
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 Wide Field Objects—If you have astronomy binoculars, or a wide field scope on 
low power, look for great views of Pleiades in the constellation Taurus, the Beehive 
Cluster in Cancer, and the Double Cluster in Perseus. 

 Gigante Rossa—The term “red giant” sounds a bit exotic and romantic in 
another language.  The carbon star W Orionis in the constellation Orion is a 
beautiful drop of red in the night sky.  It’s an example of an aging star that has 
dredged up carbon from its interior into its atmosphere, where it absorbs blue light 
and makes the star look red.  W Orionis can be found at RA 05h 05m and  DEC+01° 
10'.  

PHOTO GALLERY 
From Dave Watkins: 
Spent the entire night imaging from 7PM until 6AM when I shot the flat 
files.  I can tell you it was COLD!  I had to throw away over 2 hours 
worth of images because of some problems.  This never gets easy! 
Fortunately I set up a remote connection so I can sit inside while it is 
imaging.  The only thing I have to go outside for is if I need to 
refocus which I had to do about 3 times, or for problems.  A few minutes 
before M81 reached the meridian, the telescope made contact with my 
power distribution block mounted on the leg of the tripod.  The 
autoguider is good but it can't correct for the scope crashing into 
things!  Had to wait a few minutes for M81 to transit the meridian, then 
I could slew the mount again. 
 
Imaged with my Stellarvue SVR102T refractor and ATIK460EX camera 
Luminance (clear filter) 109 x 120 second exposures 
Red filter 25 x 180 second exposures 
Green filter 25 x 180 second exposures 
Blue filter 25 x 180 second exposures 
 
Here is the resulting image: 
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M81 

Photo by Dave Watkins 
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Venus, Saturn and Jupiter should all be visible with clear skies tonight. Great naked eye or 
binocular viewing, even in city skies. This is a screen shot of current positions from my free 
app, Stellarium. 
 
Look!...Up in the sky! 
Carl Kudrna 
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 MISCELLANEOUS ASTRONOMY 
 
 
Free Live Webinar March 26  

The NASA Night Sky Network welcomes Dr. Michael Zolensky from NASA's Johnson Space Center to its monthly 
webinar series on Tuesday, March 26, at 9 p.m. 

Dr. Zolensky will talk about NASA’s Astromaterials Collections that range from Apollo Moon rocks, to Antarctic 
Meteorites, to samples from a comet and more!  Curation facilities, at the NASA Johnson Space Center, house 
the extraterrestrial samples. 

Dr. Zolensky works on the characterization of the chemical weathering record of asteroids and primitive 
mineralogy of comets. He is currently leading efforts to locate and characterize aqueous fluid inclusions in 
astromaterials. 

He has led or participated in successful meteorite recovery expeditions on four continents and developed 
techniques for characterization of meteoroid and space debris impact features on spacecraft. 

A link will be posted on our private e-mail service for CAA members to view the webinar on their home 
computers and other devices. 

                                                                                                                                    --Bill Murmann 

 

 

 

 

 

 FOR SALE OR TRADE 
FOR SALE (from club member Trevor Braun) 

Orion 120mm Achromatic Refractor and SkyView Pro Equatorial Mount (not motorized) 

Single owner for about 10 years looking to free up space. Excellent for serious beginner or intermediate user. A 
great step up from a table-top or grab-and-go telescope before taking the plunge into expensive, 
computerized/motorized equipment. A great way to learn the sky. 
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The telescope is a 120mm, f/8.3 achromatic refractor manufactured for Orion and on Orion's Skyview Pro 
equatorial mount (will do tracking via manual slow-motion controls; not motorized). This particular model is no 
longer available, but is essentially a clone of Celestron's Omni 120mm Refractor, which is still manufactured. 
I've made some upgrades to both the telescope and tripod, including adding brass focus knobs and 
counterweights to the telescope to help it achieve more comfortable balance, custom knurled aluminum 
slow-motion control knobs, and a custom mounting bracket for a Telrad zero-magnification (red bullseye) 
finder.  

Condition is good, but used. Any issues are purely cosmetic. Optics are in perfect condition. Includes 1.25" 
mirror diagonal, but does not include a finder scope. I wasn't planning to include the 25mm and 10mm plössl 
eyepieces that came with it, but that can be negotiated. I’m also willing to give any buyer a lesson on usage. 

There are also some accessories available, including an anodized aluminum, dual-speed crayford focuser (very 
smooth focus control and easy fine adjustments), and solar filter. 

Please contact braunth7@gmail.com for additional information or photos. Asking for $425. Inquiries about 
other accessories also entertained. 

 

 SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 

Secretary’s Report 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
General Membership Meeting Minutes, February 11, 2019 7:30 PM 

Treasurer’s Report: Financial information stands as published in The Observer. 

Secretary’s Report: Stands as published in February’s edition of The Observer. 

President’s Report: 

a.) Avon Middle School Science Night will be 3/7 from 6:00-8:00 and is our first public event of 2019. 
Setup begins at 5:00. Sign up with Bill Murmann or Tim Campbell.

b.) Observatory Director Jay Reynolds will be giving a lecture at Baldwin Wallace on 2/22 at 7:30 PM 
titled “Journey to the Nearest Solar System.” 

c.) The next NASA Nightsky Network webinar will be held 2/27 at 9:00 PM. 
d.) Saturday 5/11/19 is the first Letha House event of 2019. It will be our annual Telescope Night, 

where members of the public can bring their own telescopes so that CAA experts can demonstrate 
use. 

mailto:braunth7@gmail.com
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e.) The Cleveland Metroparks approved our after-hours permit for 2019. These permits are 
non-exclusive to any specific park, and require members to place their 2019 CAA 
Membership Card on their car’s dashboard for ID and permit check by park rangers. 

f.) We have one library program scheduled this year for 7/11/19 at the Rocky River Public 
Library. 

g.) CAA’s annual convention will be held on 9/21/19 at Letha House. We are seeking a chairman and 
vice-chairman to help plan the event. Please contact Bill Murmann if you are interested. 

h.) Reminder of Letha House Observatory rules. 
Vice President’s Report:  

a.) The sign-up sheet for Avon Middle School Science Night is available. This is a great public outreach 
event. 

b.) Tim outlined the upcoming speakers’ program. 
Observatory Director’s Report: 

a.) No specific new news for the observatory. 
b.) Jay gave a recap of his involvement with Channel 3 WKYC and how this promotes the club. You can see 

a short segment on Sunday mornings, and more substantial content on the WKYC website. 
Old Business: None 

New Business: None 

Observations were given 

Meeting Adjourned 8:54 PM 

Trevor Braun, Secretary 
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 TREASURER’S REPORT 
CAA Financial Report Feb-19 
Beginning Bank Bal. 10,259.99 
Beginning Petty Cash 313.17 
Total Beginning Cash 10,573.16 

  Income - Bank 
 Interest 0.08 

  Income - Petty Cash 
 Donations 18.20 

  Expenses - Bank 
 Misc 35.00 

  Expenses - Petty Cash 
 Refreshments 26.39 

Misc. 30.00 
CAA Newsletter/Copies/Postage             12.58 

  
  Net Bank 10,225.07 
Net Petty Cash 262.40 
Total 10,487.47 

  Ron Palcic, Treasurer 

 CLUB CONTACTS 
 

 
President:   
Bill Murmann   440-572-0464   murmann@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President and Editor of the Observer:  
Tim Campbell 216-316-7829 camtimothy@aol.com 
Treasurer: 
Ron Palcic  330-336-8286 thematrix@neo.rr.com 
Secretary: 
Trevor Braun 440-823-6276 Braunth7@gmail.com 

mailto:murmann@sbcglobal.net
mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
mailto:thematrix@neo.rr.com
mailto:Braunth7@gmail.com
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CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford (330) 721-0821 guilford.james@gmail.com 
 
Members at Large: 
Dave Nuti  216-502-1706 working212@yahoo.com 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 jay52757@yahoo.com 
Bob Wiersma 440-409-1468 rrw28141@gmail.com 
 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 jay52757@yahoo.com 
Hospitality Directors: 
Rich and Nancy Whisler 
Education Director: 
Nora Mishey 
 

  

mailto:guilford.james@gmail.com
mailto:working212@yahoo.com
mailto:jay52757@yahoo.com
mailto:rrw28141@gmail.com
mailto:jay52757@yahoo.com
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 CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM 
2019 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

 
Date: __/__/__ 
Name:________________________________________________________Address:__________
____________________________________________ 
City:_____________________________ State:__ ______ Zip Code: ________ 
Phone:_________________ E-Mail:_________________________________ 
 

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 
E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 
Membership Level: __ $10 Student  __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family        $___.__ 
 
The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website, 
www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00        $___.__ 
 
Magazine Subscriptions: 
PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 
 
Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00            $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
 
Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $32.95              $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
 
The Observer’s Handbook 2019 * – $26.95 each 
From the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada.                                                       $___.__ 
 
*The cutoff date for ordering The Observer’s Handbook 2019 was strictly December 7, 2018.  Any 
money received after this date will be refunded.  As always, the P.O. Box will be checked before 

final payment is sent out. 
 

 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.__  
 
 
How did you hear about us? ______________________________________ 
 
 
Please make checks payable to:                Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
      P.O. Box 868 
      North Olmsted, OH 44070 
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