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FROM THE EDITOR 
If only the rain would stop! 
We have some fun things planned for this summer! Please check out our CAA 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS for the complete breakdown! 
Please come to this month’s meeting and bring the rotten fruit to throw at the 

speaker (me! Lol)! I will be starting off a two-part series dealing with gravity, 
gravitational waves, and the work being done at LIGO (advanced Laser Interferometer 
Gravitational-wave Observatory). LIGO is just one part of today’s multi-messenger 
astronomy. “Multi-messenger astronomy is astronomy based on the coordinated 
observation and interpretation of disparate "messenger" signals. The four extrasolar 
messengers are electromagnetic radiation, gravitational waves, neutrinos, and cosmic 
rays. They are created by different astrophysical processes” From Wikipedia. 

 
 
We have a FOR SALE OR TRADE section so if you have something you would like 

to offer through the OBSERVER,, you can send your submissions directly to me   
(camtimothy@aol.com) and I will publish. Be sure to include your contact info as 
prospective buyers will need to contact YOU directly!  

(Check out this section as club treasurer Trevor Braun has an interesting scope for 
sale!) 

As always, this is YOUR club and YOUR newsletter, so if there is anything that 
you would like to contribute, please do! Articles, items for sale, pictures are always 
welcome. I do run things by President Bill Murmann to make sure that content is 
appropriate and family-friendly!  

The CAA is now 62 years old and going strong.  

http://www.cuyastro.org/
mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
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As always keep looking up! 
Tim Campbell, Editor 

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
President’s Comments—June 2019 
 
 Hopefully everyone will receive our newsletter by Saturday and have a chance to see this 
reminder about our public star party Saturday night, June 8, at Letha House. 
            This is our second star gazing event of the year.  Please join us and bring a 
scope if you can!   These public star parties are a great opportunity for members to get together for 
scope action and socializing.
 Meeting Night.  Monday, June 10, is our regular monthly meeting at Rocky River Nature 
Center.  Please join us for VP Tim Campbell’s presentation starting at 7:30 p.m. 
 Tim’s talk will be about LIGO, the Laser Interferometer Gravitational Wave Observatory that he 
recently visited.  Please join us if you can for Tim’s firsthand discussion! 
 Summer Solstice Program.  Observatory Director Jay Reynolds has made arrangements with 
the City of Lakewood for us to participate in this year’s Summer Solstice program again in Lakewood 
City Park starting at 6 p.m. on Friday, June 21.  Set-up will start at 5 p.m.  As usual, food trucks will be 
on site.  This will be our third year participating in the popular solstice program.  Our thanks to
the City of Lakewood for inviting us! 
 Cherry Springs Trip.  Many thanks to our secretary Trevor Braun who is organizing a 
camping/star gazing trip for CAA members to dark-sky site Cherry Springs in Pennsylvania June 26-30.  
Contact Trevor if you would like to attend this event.  

Special Event.  I’m happy to note that we will be working with the Medina County Park District 
and the Medina County Library System on a combined program at our public star party at Letha House 
next month on Saturday, July 13.  The program will start at 9 p.m.  Set-up starts at 8 p.m.  Help and 
scopes will be appreciated. 
 Our public programs offer a great opportunity for members to get together for star gazing and 
socializing. 
 CAA Picnic.  A big thank you to at-large board member Dave Nuti and Hospitality Chairmen 
Rich & Nancy Whisler for planning a picnic for CAA members on Sunday, July 21, at the Whisler’s 
home in Parma!  This is a pot luck event.  Check with Dave to see what might be needed. 
 Library Moon Talks.  We have scheduled two Moon programs at libraries this summer from 7 
to 9 p.m. on dates when the Moon will be visible during the early evening. 

The first program will be on Wednesday, July 10, at the Rocky River Public Library.  The 
second program will be on Wednesday, August 7, at the Beachwood County Library branch. 

I will be giving a slide presentation about the Moon from 7 to 8 p.m. at both libraries, followed by 
telescope observing outside the libraries from 8 to 9 p.m.—or later if there is enough interest.  As 
always, help from members is needed and will be appreciated. 

Pier Ordered.  We have ordered an electric powered elevating pier for the 10-inch scope in our 
Letha House observatory.  The new equipment from Pier-Tech Inc. cost $2,850.  Delivery is expected 
in July.  The new pier will join an existing powered pier on our 12-inch scope.  The pier equipment 
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eliminates tripods on our two largest scopes and makes it easy to raise and lower the scopes for children 
and adult guests during our public programs while maintaining focus and field of view on the telescopes. 

Club Logo Shirts.  There are two shirts left yet that haven’t been picked up—one for Gus 
Waffen and one for Jon Salontay.  I’ll have them at our next meeting. 

                                                      Best wishes and clear skies—Bill Murmann 
 
 

  
 

 NEW MEMBERS 
 

 CAA CLUB HISTORY 
 

Fellow members...I'd like to prepare a brief history of our club for possible 
use as a feature on our website.  CAA was established in 1957.  Can 
anyone tell me who started the club and give me details about its history 
over the years? 
 
Some of our current long-time members include Gary Kader, Paul Leopold, 
Gus Waffen, and Mike Williams... 
 
If you'd like to help tell our history, please let me know. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
--Bill 
  CAA President 
 

CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
Letha House Schedule 2019 and 2020 
 
 CAA has scheduled the following public star parties for 2019 and 2020 at Letha House park for 
the Medina County Park District: 
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2019 
Saturday, May 11.  Telescope Night starting at 8 p.m. 
Saturday, June 8, starting at 9 p.m. 
Saturday, July 13, starting at 9 p.m. 
Saturday, August 10, starting at 9 p.m. 
Saturday, September 7, starting at 9 p.m. 
Saturday, October 5, starting at 8 p.m. 
 
2020 
Saturday, May 30, Telescope Night at 8 p.m. 
Saturday, June 27, starting at 9 p.m. 
Saturday, July 25, starting at 9 p.m. 
Saturday, August 29, starting at 9 p.m. 
Saturday, September 26, starting at 8 p.m. 
Saturday, October 3, starting at 8 p.m. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
SPEAKERS PROGRAM: 
Monthly meetings feature a speaker followed by our club business 
meeting. VP and editor of the Observer, Tim Campbell is in charge of our 
speakers program and below is the current future lineup! 
 
 
June 10, 2019 
 
Initially, this was to be our annual “show and tell” night, but I have a two-night 
“event” planned instead. 
 
First up, Club member (and your intrepid editor) Tim Campbell will discuss the 
history of LIGO (Laser Interferometer Gravitational-wave Observatory), a unique new 
type of astronomical instrument though based on a nineteenth century instrument 
developed and first used here in Cleveland, and his visit to the facility in Livingston, 
Louisiana. This talk will be a basic companion to our July talk by Dr. Madeline Wade. 
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July 8, 2019 
This will be in effect a second part, but don’t worry, this talk will stand on its own! 
“Listening to the Universe with Lasers” 
 
Speaker, Madeline Wade, Assistant Professor of Physics, Kenyon College 
 
Dr. Wade: “Abstract: The Advanced Laser Interferometer Gravitational-wave 
Observatory (aLIGO) has been making ground breaking discoveries since the 
moment it turned on in 2015.  The LIGO and Virgo Scientific Collaborations have 
published results for 11 total gravitational wave detections.  We have detected 
gravitational waves from ten merging black hole systems and one merging neutron 
star system.  In this talk, I will give an overview of gravitational-wave physics, the 
LIGO detectors, and give some highlights of the current discoveries.  I will also 
discuss some of the current and ongoing research I am involved in, including 
calibration of the LIGO instruments and applications of machine learning algorithms 
to improve the quality of LIGO data.” 
 
August 12, 2019 
Professor Anne Kugler, Professor of History, Associate Dean of Graduate Studies, 
and Director of the M.A. in Humanities, John Carrol University 
Title: Madame du Chatelet and the Origins of Science 
 
Description: The Scientific Revolution challenged everything Europeans understood 
about humans and the natural world.  The Enlightenment shaped how this new field 
of "science" was practiced in the social environment.  The example of Madame du 
Chatelet shows how the development of physics and astronomy were grounded in the 
cultural context of eighteenth-century France. 
 
 
September 9, 2019 
Speaker: Professor Stacy McGaugh, Case Western University, Chair, 
Department of Astronomy & 
Director, Warner & Swasey Observatory 
“Dark Matter and Gravity in the Universe” 
Professor McGaugh will discuss his work on the search for Dark Matter and 
the possibility that DM does not exist and we simply do not understand 
Gravity! 
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October 14, 2019 
 
November 11, 2019 
Speaker Club Member Steve Gallant 

"Catching the Sun:  Robert McMath and the McMath-Hulbert Solar 
Observatory"   

Located north of Pontiac, Michigan and opened in 1929, this was once the second 
largest solar observatory in the world. Steve will fill us in on this observatory’s 
history and the current efforts to preserve and promote its continued use! 

 

December 16, 2019  No meeting. Winter Dinner at Mahle’s Restaurant in 
Westlake! 

 
 
 
 

***** 
 
 
Reminder: our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's 
Letha House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256. 

 

 

 HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR JUNE SKIES 
 Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine and to Orion Telescopes & Binoculars for help with this brief 
list of what-to-see in June. —by Bill Murmann. 

 Noctilucent Clouds—During the summer months be on the lookout for high, thin, luminous. 
bluish-white clouds forming tendrils in the western sky about 30 to 60 minutes after sunset.  These 
noctilucent “night shining” clouds are thought to be created by iron and sodium atoms from micrometeor 
dust high in the atmosphere at elevations from 76,000 to 85,000 feet.  The first-recorded sighting of these 
clouds was in 1885.  A huge area of noctilucent clouds has currently formed over the South Polar area. 
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 Jupiter at Opposition—Jupiter will be at opposition and at its closest approach to Earth on June 10, 
shining in the constellation Ophiuchus.  This will be a great time to observe the Galilean Moons and cloud 
banding on the planet.  Look for the Moon and Jupiter to be close together on June 16. 

A Dazzling Green Planetary Nebula—Scan the constellation Ophiuchus to the south with binoculars for what 
appears to be a green (or blue) star.  This is NGC 6572, a bright planetary nebula that began to shed its 
outer layers only a few thousand years ago.  It is one of the most intensely colored objects in the night sky.  
A telescope will reveal its shape.  It looks bright because the hot gases are still concentrated around its 
central white dwarf star.  If you have an equatorial mount or a Go To scope, NGC 6572 can be found at RA 
18 12 6.32 and DEC 6° 51ʹ 13.08ʹʹ. 

Summer Triangle Gems—The Summer Triangle bound by the stars Deneb, Vega, and Altair is home to the 
Ring Nebula (M57), the Dumbbell Nebula (M27), open cluster M29, and the hard-to-see Crescent Nebula 
(NGC 6888).  Seeing the Crescent Nebula will require a large scope and an OIII filter. 

 Whirlpool Galaxy—In mid-June, the spiral Whirlpool Galaxy (M51) is well-positioned for viewing and 
imaging.  Look for it about 3.5 degrees southwest of Alkaid, the first star in the handle of the Big Dipper.  
M51, located in the small constellation Canes Venatici, is interacting with the nearby dwarf galaxy NGC 5195, 
which is also visible.  M51 is about 35 percent the size of our Milky Way galaxy and has a cross structure 
formed by dust rings in its nucleus that was discovered by the Hubble Space Telescope. 

       Globular Home—The constellation Ophiuchus is home to six globular clusters—M10, M12, M14, M107, M9, 
and M19.  Use Sky & Telescope’s Pocket Sky Atlas on pages 54 and 56 to locate them.  

        Challenging Object—If you have an OIII filter on a larger scope, see if you can find the Crescent Nebula 
(NGC 6888) inside the Summer Triangle located about 2 degrees southwest of Sadr, the backbone star of 
Cygnus the Swan.  This faint emission nebula is about 5,000 light years from Earth and was formed by two 
shock waves moving in opposite directions. 

 Mars and Saturn Visible—Mars will be visible at dusk in the western sky through June 29.  Saturn will 
rise around 11 p.m. early ƛƴ WǳƴŜ and will be visible through the rest of the night. 

 Moon and Friends—A gibbous Moon will form a nearly equilateral triangle with Jupiter and Antares 
on the evening of June 15. 

 Summer Solstice—The longest day of the year will start with the Summer Solstice at 11:54 a.m. EDT 
on Friday, June 21.   !ǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ {ƻƭǎǘƛŎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ [ŀƪŜǿƻƻŘ tŀǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀǘŜΦ
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PHOTO GALLERY 
Couple pics from our April meeting. Speaker was Trudy E. Bell, Contributing Editor of Sky and 
Telescope Magazine. Her talk on the restoration of the 
Great Melbourne Telescope was well received! 
Pics by Tim Campbell 
 
 
  

 
More pics below. These are from our first star party of the season at Letha House. Cloudy and cold,
but as always a successful and instructive in-door "Telescope Night" program. Here, members of the club
help interested folks who brought their own telescopes to learn how to use them! 
Pics by Bill Murmann 
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 MISCELLANEOUS ASTRONOMY 
Citizen Science Opportunity 

 Astronomers are looking for volunteers to help with a Citizen Science project called Backyard Worlds to 
locate low-mass and brown dwarf stars—or perhaps even Planet Nine, a hypothetical undiscovered massive 
planet that may be orbiting the Sun far out beyond Pluto. 

 Volunteers scan images from NASA’s Wide-field Infrared Survey Explorer (WISE) mission to help find 
moving celestial bodies against a background of stars. 

 WISE images have been scanned by computers, but need the power of human eyes to detect moving 
celestial objects and to distinguish them from image artifacts.  These moving objects may be brown dwarfs or 
perhaps the elusive Planet Nine. 

 If you would like to help with the search for dwarf stars and Planet Nine, go to: 
www.backyardworlds.org for further information. 

 

 

 

 

 FOR SALE OR TRADE 
FOR SALE (from club member Trevor Braun) 

Orion 120mm Achromatic Refractor and SkyView Pro Equatorial Mount (not motorized) 

Single owner for about 10 years looking to free up space. Excellent for serious beginner or intermediate user. A 
great step up from a table-top or grab-and-go telescope before taking the plunge into expensive, 
computerized/motorized equipment. A great way to learn the sky. 

The telescope is a 120mm, f/8.3 achromatic refractor manufactured for Orion and on Orion's Skyview Pro 
equatorial mount (will do tracking via manual slow-motion controls; not motorized). This particular model is no 
longer available, but is essentially a clone of Celestron's Omni 120mm Refractor, which is still manufactured. 
I've made some upgrades to both the telescope and tripod, including adding brass focus knobs and 
counterweights to the telescope to help it achieve more comfortable balance, custom knurled aluminum 
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slow-motion control knobs, and a custom mounting bracket for a Telrad zero-magnification (red bullseye) 
finder.  

Condition is good, but used. Any issues are purely cosmetic. Optics are in perfect condition. Includes 1.25" 
mirror diagonal, but does not include a finder scope. I wasn't planning to include the 25mm and 10mm plössl 
eyepieces that came with it, but that can be negotiated. I’m also willing to give any buyer a lesson on usage. 

There are also some accessories available, including an anodized aluminum, dual-speed crayford focuser (very 
smooth focus control and easy fine adjustments), and solar filter. 

Please contact braunth7@gmail.com for additional information or photos. Asking for $425. Inquiries about 
other accessories also entertained. 

 

 SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Secretary’s Report 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
Board Meeting Minutes, May 13, 2019 6:30 PM 

Board Members Present: Bill M., Ron P., Tim C., Trevor B., Nora M., Dave N., Jay R., Bob W. 

I. Observatory pier update: Jay contacted the company that manufactures the electronically 
elevating telescope piers. The current upgraded model includes the appropriate mounting plate 
for our telescope, and will cost $2,850 shipped. We are ready to place the order and will do so as 
soon as possible. Club membership previously approved $2,000 in funding for observatory 
upgrades, alongside $600 that was donated specifically for observatory upgrades and $200 that was 
donated by a long-time member. The pier equipment will be shipped to Bob Wiersma, and the
total cost will initially be paid for on Bill’s credit card, for which the club will provide reimbursement.

             Unanimously approved by all present. 
II. 12” telescope came with a wedge, and the 10” does no currently have one; however, Jay has one 

that he is willing to sell to the club for a reasonable price along with a quality 2” diagonal. 
Consistency across all of our platforms would make the most sense. Will discuss final 
authorization at a later date. 

III. Bob Wiersma is working on the designs and implementation for motorizing the roll-off roof in the 
observatory. He estimates the final cost to be between $700-1,000. We will need a club-wide vote 
to be held to authorize the spending, which will include notice to club membership about the 
upcoming vote several months in advance. Bill will make first notification at this evening’s 
business meeting. 

IV. We still have no volunteers for the convention committee. Plan is to move forward with standard 
picnic, raffle, and observing. 

mailto:braunth7@gmail.com
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V. Trevor proposed a club trip to Cherry Springs State Park in Potter County, PA from June 26-30, and 
will look to judge interest at the general membership meeting. 

VI. Jay mentioned that the club has built a strong reputation and goodwill throughout the 
community. We need to continue to build and foster our partnerships, and focus more on 
reciprocating publicity we are receiving. 

 
General Membership Meeting Minutes, May 13, 2019 7:30 PM 

Treasurer’s Report: Financial information stands as published in The Observer. 

Secretary’s Report: Stands as published in last month’s edition of The Observer. 

President’s Report: 

a.) Although there were unfavorable weather conditions, about 20 guests showed up to our first 
public event of the year at Letha House. Thanks to all who helped out. 

b.) The next Letha House public program is on 6/8/19. The event following that on 7/13/19 will be 
co-operative alongside Medina County Parks and Medina County Public Libraries. 

c.) The next NASA Nightsky Network webinar will be held 5/21 at 9:00 PM. 
d.) Dave Nuti will be planning the summer picnic. Watch your e-mail for more information. 
e.) The annual CAA OTAA convention will be held this year on 9/21/19 at Letha House. 
f.) We have two library programs scheduled this year: 7/10/19 at the Rocky River Public 

Library and 8/7/19 at the Beachwood Library. Bill will be giving a presentation on the moon 
from 7:00-8:00 followed by observing from 8:00-9:00. 

g.) Reminder of Letha House Observatory rules. 
Vice President’s Report: Absent from meeting. Bill gave a run through of upcoming programing. 

Observatory Director’s Report: Absent from meeting.  Bill gave a summary of upcoming plans. 

a.) The board voted unanimously on the purchase of the electronic pier. It will be installed this 
summer. 

b.) We are currently in the planning stages of installing an automated roll-off roof for the observatory. 
Official vote to authorize expenditure will be held in two months. This is the first official 
notification to the club membership of the upcoming vote. Cost is expected to be within 
$700-1,000 range. 

Old Business: None 

New Business:  

a.) Trevor is judging if there is interest in a club-organized trip to Cherry Springs State Park in Potter 
County, PA from June 26-30th. Based on a raise of hands there appears to be interest. More 
detailed information will be coming through e-mail. 

b.) Gary Kader has a lead on a large collection of old Sky & Telescope magazines. Contact him if you 
are interested in them. 

Observations were given 
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Meeting Adjourned 9:17 PM 

 

Trevor Braun, Secretary 
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 TREASURER’S REPORT 
CAA Financial Report May-19 
Beginning Bank Bal. 10,300.23 
Beginning Petty Cash 231.40 
Total Beginning Cash 10,531.63 

  Income - Bank 
 Memberships 25.00 

Interest 0.09 

  Income - Petty Cash 
 Donations 19.00 

Membership 50.00 

  Expenses - Bank 
 International Dark Sky 

Association 35.00 

  Expenses - Petty Cash 
 Refreshments 23.97 

CAA Newletter/Copies/Postage 6.51 

  Net Bank 10,290.32 
Net Petty Cash 269.92 
Total 10,560.24 

  Ron Palcic, Treasurer 
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 CLUB CONTACTS 
 

 
President:   
Bill Murmann   440-572-0464   murmann@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President and Editor of the Observer:  
Tim Campbell 216-316-7829 camtimothy@aol.com 
Treasurer: 
Ron Palcic  330-336-8286 thematrix@neo.rr.com 
Secretary: 
Trevor Braun 440-823-6276 Braunth7@gmail.com 
CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford (330) 721-0821 guilford.james@gmail.com 
 
Members at Large: 
Dave Nuti  216-502-1706 working212@yahoo.com 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 jay52757@yahoo.com 
Bob Wiersma 440-409-1468 rrw28141@gmail.com 
 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 jay52757@yahoo.com 
Hospitality Directors: 
Rich and Nancy Whisler 
Education Director: 
Nora Mishey 
 

mailto:murmann@sbcglobal.net
mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
mailto:thematrix@neo.rr.com
mailto:Braunth7@gmail.com
mailto:guilford.james@gmail.com
mailto:working212@yahoo.com
mailto:jay52757@yahoo.com
mailto:rrw28141@gmail.com
mailto:jay52757@yahoo.com
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 CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM 
2019 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

 
Date: __/__/__ 
Name:________________________________________________________Address:__________
____________________________________________ 
City:_____________________________ State:__ ______ Zip Code: ________ 
Phone:_________________ E-Mail:_________________________________ 
 

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 
E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 
Membership Level: __ $10 Student  __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family        $___.__ 
 
The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website, 
www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00        $___.__ 
 
Magazine Subscriptions: 
PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 
 
Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00            $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
 
Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $32.95              $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
 
The Observer’s Handbook 2018 * – $26.95 each 
From the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada.                                                       $___.__ 
 
*The cutoff date for ordering The Observer’s Handbook 2019 is strictly December 2018.  Any 
money received after this date will be refunded.  As always, the P.O. Box will be checked before 

final payment is sent out. 
 

 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.__  
 
 
How did you hear about us? ______________________________________ 
 
 
Please make checks payable to:  Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
      P.O. Box 868 
      North Olmsted, OH 44070 

 
 


	FROM THE EDITOR
	PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS
	NEW MEMBERS
	CAA CLUB HISTORY
	CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS
	HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR JUNE SKIES
	PHOTO GALLERY
	MISCELLANEOUS ASTRONOMY
	FOR SALE OR TRADE
	SECRETARY’S REPORT
	TREASURER’S REPORT
	CLUB CONTACTS
	CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM



