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FROM THE EDITOR 
Well folks, I am excited!  2019 is almost over and I hope you will enjoy the events 

and programs that we have planned for 2020, but we still have a few things to go in order 
to finish off this year!  In this issue, we have a description with details of our annual 
WINTER DINNER coming up December 16 at Mahle’s Restaurant in Westlake. 

We have some notifications regarding subscriptions to the OBSERVERS 
HANDBOOK and after-hours observing in the Cleveland Metroparks and Medina Parks. 

Don’t miss the CALENDAR OF EVENTS. We have an interesting talk coming up in 
November by member Steve Gallant and I hope that I have put together a good program 
for 2020! 

Check out the photos that member Dave Watkins has sent for our PHOTO 
GALLERY. 

We have our usual array of features and reports! 
 
Hey folks, we have a FOR SALE OR TRADE section so if you have something you 

would like to offer through the OBSERVER,, you can send your submissions directly to 
me   (camtimothy@aol.com) and I will publish. Be sure to include your contact info as 
prospective buyers will need to contact YOU directly!  

As always, this is YOUR club and YOUR newsletter, so if there is anything that 
you would like to contribute, please do! Articles, items for sale, pictures are always 
welcome. I do run things by President Murmann to make sure that content is 
appropriate and family-friendly!  

The CAA is now 62 years old and going strong.  

http://www.cuyastro.org/
mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
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As always keep looking up! 
Tim Campbell, Editor 

 

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
President’s Comments—November 
  

I’m happy to note that we have reached the end of another year with a record of 
increased membership and successful programs! 

 
We’ve had excellent monthly speakers at Cleveland Metroparks’ Rocky River 

Nature Center thanks to VP Tim Campbell, plus six public star parties for the Medina 
County Park District, support for the Science Night program at Avon Public Schools, and 
presentations about the Moon at Rocky River Public Library and at Beachwood County 
Library. 

 
Our Education Director Nora Mishey has played a key role in this, attending every 

program at Letha House and the libraries and Avon Science Night with tabletop displays 
and platters of homemade cookies for our guests and members. 

 
Our treasurer Ron Palcic has improved the membership renewal process and 

started the use of membership cards that we are now able to use as Observing Permits for 
after-hours observing in the Cleveland Metroparks and at Letha House. 

 
Secretary Trevor Braun has done a great job soliciting raffle prizes from 

astronomy vendors to support the fund-raising effort at our annual convention. 
 

 On the social side, we’ve had another great summer picnic planned by board 
member Dave Nuti and Chris Christie and hosted by Rich and Nancy Whisler at their 
Parma home.  As our Hospitality Directors, Rich and Nancy have also supplied 
refreshments every month for our Rocky River programs.  Many thanks! 
 
 And thanks also to Observatory Director Jay Reynolds and board member Bob 
Wiersma who upgraded our observatory this summer, installing the new electric pier the 
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club purchased for our 10-inch scope.  Jay has created a smooth professional operation 
for observatory guests during our Letha House public star parties in Medina County. 
 

In addition, Jay and Gale Franko are hosts of a Sunday morning astronomy 
program on TV Channel 3.  Thanks to Jay and Gale and to our friends at Channel 3, we 
are probably one of the few astronomy clubs in the country that have a connection to a 
program broadcast on a major regional TV station. 

 
 Our club has been successful because of its members.  We have a great group of 
people in CAA—including members like Steve Spears whose work on stellar 
spectroscopy has been published, and Kai Getrost who is working on NASA teams doing 
occultation studies for space missions, including the recent New Horizons flyby of Ultima 
Thule, a Kuiper Belt object beyond Pluto, and for NASA's upcoming Lucy Mission. 
 

Thanks once again to all those who helped support our programs and who helped 
introduce adults and children to astronomy and the night sky! 

*   *   * 
 Hope to see you at our upcoming holiday dinner next month and at our meetings 
and star parties in 2020!  Please remember to welcome our new members! 
       Clear Skies and Best Wishes, 
       Bill Murmann 
 
(P.S. My "Night Skies" star-gazing report for November will be sent in a separate email.) 
 
 
                                                  Membership Fee Due  
Our annual member dues will be due for everyone at our November 11 
meeting.  Members, however, can avoid the rush and pay their individual or family dues 
in advance by mailing their dues and membership form to our P.O. Box. 
 
Our CAA membership cards for 2020 will serve as an Observing Permit for after-hours 
star gazing at Letha House and in the Cleveland Metroparks.  If you mail your dues to our 
P.O. Box, please include a self-addressed stamped envelope to receive your member ID 
card for next year. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
--Bill, CAA President
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IN MEMORIAM 
We were sad to learn at our October meeting at Rocky River Nature Center that a new 
member, Michelle Labella, recently passed away.  We offer our sympathy to Michelle's family 
and friends. 
 
Michelle, 69, served for 35 years as a nurse at Cleveland Clinic, working primarily in 
neurosurgery.  Services were held at St. John's Cathedral on September 21.  A memorial 
service was held September 22 at Cleveland Botanical Garden. 
 
--Bill 
  CAA President 
 
P.S.  I have posted a condolence message on behalf of our club with the funeral home. 
 

 ANNUAL CLUB WINTER DINNER 
Fellow members: 
The club will hold its annual winter dinner on Monday, December 16, at Mahle’s 
Restaurant located at 24945 Detroit Rd. Westlake Ohio 44145. 
This dinner is by reservation and we will have a sign-up sheet available at the November 
meeting. Or you can email me your reservation with menu choices. Send to 
camtimothy@aol.com.   
For those of you who may not be familiar with Mahle’s or have not joined us in the past, 
here is how it works: 
Mahle’s is a full-service restaurant with full bar and sit-down service. Our dinner is in 
their private banquet room.  Separate checks, but we make our selections in advance. To 
see their selections, go to mahlesrestaurant.com, select PARTY MENUS, then select 
PRIVATE DINNER. They offer three categories of entrees, priced at $18.95, $23.95, 
and $28.95 respectively. The dinner is a club function, but of course bring spouse or 
significant other! This is a nice evening and chance to socialize and eat and drink well! 
 

mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
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 REGARDING SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE OBSERVER’S HANDBOOK 
From Treasurer Ron Palcic: 

"At the September board meeting it was decided to discontinue offering the Observer 
Handbook, which was only provided when membership dues are collected in November. 
The Handbooks can be ordered online at competitive prices. Another advantage to
online ordering is having the book delivered to your home prior to January thus
alleviating the need to pick it up at the club meetings" 

 

 NOTICE FOR CLUB MEMBERS – AFTER HOURS OBSERVING 
For years, CAA has had a special permit for its members to enter Cleveland Metroparks 
reservations for star gazing after the park system's 11 p.m. closing time. 
 
Recently, however, a CAA member told me he had a problem when he called the Park 
Rangers/Police headquarters to use the permit.  They said they didn't know anything about it. 
 
I contacted Metroparks' staff about this and have subsequently been told that the problem has 
now been corrected.  The police staff are aware of the permit 
 
Your current member ID card is considered an Observing Permit by the park police. 
 
If you plan to enter or be in a Metroparks reservation for star gazing after the 11 p.m. closing 
time, you have to notify the park police (rangers) in advance by calling the non-emergency 
police number at (440) 331-5530: 
 
1) Tell them you are a CAA astronomy club member. 
2) Tell them what reservation you plan to enter or be in after 11 p.m. 
3)  Answer any questions they have. 
4)  When you arrive in the park, display your member ID on the dash of your vehicle on the 
driver's side.  This is your permit. 
5)  Follow Metropark rules about parking and park use. 
6)  Follow the instructions of any park police you encounter. 
 
Best wishes and clear skies. 
 
--Bill Murmann 
  CAA President 
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CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
 
Letha House Schedule for 2020 
 
 CAA has scheduled the following public star parties for 2020 at Letha House park for 
the Medina County Park District: 
 
 2020 
Saturday, May 30, Telescope Night at 8 p.m. 
Saturday, June 27, starting at 9 p.m. 
Saturday, July 25, starting at 9 p.m. 
Saturday, August 29, starting at 9 p.m. 
Saturday, September 26, starting at 8 p.m. 
Saturday, October 3, starting at 8 p.m. 
 

 

 
 
SPEAKERS PROGRAM: 
Monthly meetings feature a speaker followed by our club business 
meeting. VP and editor of the Observer, Tim Campbell is in charge of our 
speakers program and below is the current future lineup! 
 
 
 
November 11, 2019 
Speaker: Club Member Steve Gallant 

"Catching the Sun:  Robert McMath and the McMath-Hulbert Solar 
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Observatory"   

Located north of Pontiac, Michigan and opened in 1929, this was once the second 
largest solar observatory in the world. Steve will fill us in on this observatory’s 
history and the current efforts to preserve and promote its continued use! 

 

December 16, 2019  No meeting. Winter Dinner at Mahle’s Restaurant in 
Westlake! 

2020 
January 13, 2020 
Speaker: Club Secretary Trevor Braun 
 
 “Equipment for Amateur Astronomy 101” 
 
Are you looking to buy a new, or perhaps upgrade/enhance your existing, telescope? 
Learn about the critical factors needed to make a decision, as well as some of the 
equipment and accessories you may want to consider as you begin to get ready for the 
2020 observing season! 
 
 
 February 10, 2020 
Speaker: Kai Getrost, club member and member of the NASA Horizon and Lucy 
Missions 
 
“Lucy in the Sky with Asteroids” 
 
CAA member Kai Getrost will talk about NASA's upcoming Lucy mission -- the first 
spacecraft ever to explore the Trojan asteroids.  Find out why scientists are so 
interested in these solar system bodies out near Jupiter, how Lucy will visit not just 
one but half a dozen of them, and how amateur astronomers are helping scientists 
obtain data to plan the mission. 
 
March 9, 2020 
Time 7:30 to 9PM 
Speaker: Club member Tim Campbell 
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Mauna Kea: Telescopes above the Clouds!” 
 
CAA Member and Vice President Tim Campbell will discuss his visit to Hawaii's 
Mauna Ka mountaintop observatory. Several major telescopes are located here 
at 14,000 feet above Sea Level. This is one of the most important sites in earth-based
astronomy and Tim will take us on a detailed tour! 
 

 

***** 
 
 
Reminder: our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's 
Letha House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256. 

 

 

 CLUB TALK IN OCTOBER 
This month featured Jay Reynolds giving us the lowdown on the Apollo 11 1969 moon 

landing.  Jay is a long-time club member, research astronomer at Cleveland State 
University, and host of the WKYC TV program IN THE SKY. Pics by Tim Campbell 
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 CAA CLUB HISTORY 
 

Fellow members...I'd like to prepare a brief history of our club for possible 
use as a feature on our website.  CAA was established in 1957.  Can 
anyone tell me who started the club and give me details about its history 
over the years? 
 
If you'd like to help tell our history, please let me know. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
--Bill 
  CAA President
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PHOTO GALLERY 
Two From Dave Watkins: 
 

 
 

M15 was taken with RG&B filters, 50 minutes each filter.  Was able to  
squeeze in a few hours on Tuesday night. 
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NGC 253 Sculptor Galaxy 

10 hours 36 minutes total exposure 
4 hours 36 minutes with luminance (clear filter) 

2 hours each of Red, Green, and Blue filters 
 

Dave Watkins 
 

Here is a shot of a fireball’s smoke trail, taken by Jon Salontay taken at our October 
Public Star Party 

 
 

 MISCELLANEOUS ASTRONOMY 
The Future of Yerkes Observatory (from Jim Guilford) 
For some time now, the future of the Yerkes Observatory and its great refracting telescope 
has been in doubt. I am pleased to relay the following statement to members of the CAA 
astronomical community... 
 
"The University of Chicago and the Yerkes Future Foundation (YFF) are pleased to 
announce an agreement in principle for transfer of ownership of Yerkes Observatory and 
related property located in Williams Bay, Wisconsin to the Yerkes Future Foundation. 
Over the next several months, both organizations will be working closely on all aspects of 
the proposed transfer. Additional information will be made available as appropriate. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yerkes_Observatory
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YFF’s objectives include restoration and refurbishing of the telescopes and building, 
reopening the space for visitors and establishing educational, research, seminars and 
various additional opportunities for students, astronomers, astrophysicists and 
others. Students and faculty in the University of Chicago’s Department of 
Astronomy and Astrophysics have continued to do educational and research work 
at Yerkes Observatory in the past year. The transfer to YFF will mark the conclusion of 
the University’s historic affiliation with Yerkes, allowing the University to make further 
investments in the future of the field, including projects such as the Giant Magellan 
Telescope. 
 
Both the University and YFF would like to express their appreciation for the support 
shown by the Yerkes family, the Village of Williams Bay and many educators and 
scientists." 
 
On page 13 below, is one of my favorite images of the Yerkes telescope; yes, that's
Albert Einstein in the front row! 
 
-- JimG 
 

NASA/JPL Webinar November 18 
 

Join the NASA/JPL Night Sky Network on Monday, November 18, at  9 p.m. to hear NASA/JPL 
scientist Trina Ray discuss 40 years of exploration by NASA’s two Voyager spacecraft. 

Both voyagers have left the solar system, have flown beyond the Sun’s heliosphere, and are 
currently sending back data from interstellar space. 

Trina Ray is an astronomer and systems engineer at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory.  She 
worked on the Cassini-Huygens Mission to Saturn and is currently the Investigation Scientist for the 
ice-penetration radar on NASA’s upcoming Europa Clipper Mission. 

A link to view the program live on our home computers and other devices will be provided to 
CAA members through our private e-mail system. 
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 FOR SALE OR TRADE 
All: 

Doug Horne is a club member who joined about a year ago. Here are two ads for 
brand new telescopes!  Note: his 14” Dob which was listed last month has been 
sold! 

Orion Atlas 10" Newtonian Telescope with Equatorial Mount and Go-To GPS: Brand new 
telescope, not yet used.  Padded canvas cover made by Orion for telescope tube a free 
bonus, at no extra charge.  Selling for $1,300.00 (a $600 discount).  Contact Douglas 
Horne at 440-783-1987, or by e-mail at douglashorne112263@gmail.com 
 
Celestron 10" Advanced Newtonian Telescope (Model C10-N) with GPS Equatorial 
Mount: Brand new telescope, not yet used.  Padded canvas cover custom-made for 
telescope tube a free bonus, at no extra charge.  Selling for $1,200.00 (a $400 
discount).  Contact Douglas Horne at 440-783-1987, or by e-mail 
at douglashorne112263@gmail.com   

mailto:douglashorne112263@gmail.com
mailto:douglashorne112263@gmail.com
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The "why" is a long story, not worth getting into.  But all three instruments are pristine, 
have never seen first light, and are stored in a climate-controlled storage locker. 
 

 SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Secretary’s Report 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
Board Meeting Minutes, October 21, 2019 6:30 PM 
General Membership Meeting Minutes, September 9, 2019 7:30 PM 
Treasurer’s Report: 

a.) Financial information stands as published in The Observer. 

Secretary’s Report: 
a.) Stands as published in last month’s edition of The Observer. 

President’s Report: 
a.) The annual convention was a huge success. Thanks to all who came and chipped in a dish for 

the potluck! 
b.) The final public event for the season was held on 10/5. Thanks to all who were present and 

helped out. 
c.) The next public event will be held on 5/30/20 at Letha House, and will be our annual 

“Telescope Night.” Guests are invited to bring their telescopes to the event in order to receive 
help from CAA members. 

d.) There will be a speaking event at Baldwin-Wallace on 10/27. Tickets are required for the 
event, but they are free. 

e.) Mercury will transit the face of the sun on 11/11/19. Watch your e-mail for details about any 
club observing event that may occur. 

f.) Annual registration fees are due next month, at which time you will receive a renewed 
membership card to be used as your overnight permit in the Cleveland Metroparks and 
Medina County Parks' Letha House. 

g.) Check out Jay’s “In the Sky” program on Channel 3’s website! 
h.) Reminder of Cleveland Metroparks, Medina County Parks, and Letha House Observatory 

rules. 

Vice President’s Report:  
a.) Reviewed upcoming program schedule through the rest of the calendar year. 
b.) Winter party will be at Mahle’s again, this year on 12/16/19. 
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c.) Anyone interested in providing articles or photographs for The Observer can contact Tim. 

Observatory Director’s Report:  
a.) The 10” telescope is currently down due to the new updates, but should be functional soon. 

Old Business: None 
New Business: None 

Observations were given 
Meeting Adjourned 9:00 PM 

Trevor Braun, Secretary 
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 TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

CAA Financial Report Oct-19 
Beginning Bank Bal. 7,813.65 
Beginning Petty Cash 593.13 
Total Beginning Cash 8,406.78 

  Income - Bank 
 Memberships 380.00 

Prepaid Magazine Subscriptions 99.90 
Observer Handbook 26.95 
Interest 0.07 
Donations 100.00 
Convention 

 
  Income - Petty Cash 

 Donations 32.31 
Membership 308.00 
Prepaid Magazine Subscriptions 

 
  Expenses - Bank 

 CAA Website 228.00 
Observer Handbook 26.95 
Magazine Expense 99.90 

  Expenses - Petty Cash 
 Refreshments 47.46 

CAA Newletter/Copies/Postage 5.75 

  Net Bank 8,065.72 
Net Petty Cash 880.23 
Total 8,945.95 

  Ron Palcic, Treasurer 
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 CLUB CONTACTS 
 

 
President:   
Bill Murmann   440-572-0464   murmann@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President and Editor of the Observer:  
Tim Campbell 216-316-7829 camtimothy@aol.com 
Treasurer: 
Ron Palcic  330-336-8286 thematrix@neo.rr.com 
Secretary: 
Trevor Braun 440-823-6276 Braunth7@gmail.com 
CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford (330) 721-0821 guilford.james@gmail.com 
 
Members at Large: 
Dave Nuti  216-502-1706 working212@yahoo.com 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 jay52757@yahoo.com 
Bob Wiersma 440-409-1468 rrw28141@gmail.com 
 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 jay52757@yahoo.com 
Hospitality Directors: 
Rich and Nancy Whisler 
Education Director: 
Nora Mishey 
 

  

mailto:murmann@sbcglobal.net
mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
mailto:thematrix@neo.rr.com
mailto:Braunth7@gmail.com
mailto:guilford.james@gmail.com
mailto:working212@yahoo.com
mailto:jay52757@yahoo.com
mailto:rrw28141@gmail.com
mailto:jay52757@yahoo.com
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 CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM 
2020 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

 
Date: __/__/__ 
Name:________________________________________________________Address:__________
____________________________________________ 
City:_____________________________ State:__ ______ Zip Code: ________ 
Phone:_________________ E-Mail:_________________________________ 
 

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 
E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 
Membership Level: __ $10 Student  __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family        $___.__ 
 
The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website, 
www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00        $___.__ 
 
Magazine Subscriptions: 
PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 
 
Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00            $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
 
Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $32.95              $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
 

 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.__  
 
 
How did you hear about us? ______________________________________ 
 
 
Please make checks payable to:  Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
      P.O. Box 868 
      North Olmsted, OH 44070 
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