
DECEMBER 2019  Volume 48 Issue 12 
 

1 
 

 

 

 

A Publication of The Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
PO Box 868, North Olmsted, OH 44070 
CAA Homepage: http://www.cuyastro.org 

MEMBER OF NASA / JPL 
 

 

FROM THE EDITOR 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS, EVERYONE! 
Sorry for the delay in publishing this month’s newsletter, but I just got back from 

vacation and have been catching up!  
However, we have our usual array of features and reports and hopefully you will 

enjoy!! 
Hey folks, we have a FOR SALE OR TRADE section so if you have something you 

would like to offer through the OBSERVER, you can send your submissions directly to 
me   (camtimothy@aol.com) and I will publish. Be sure to include your contact info as 
prospective buyers will need to contact YOU directly!  

As always, this is YOUR club and YOUR newsletter, so if there is anything that 
you would like to contribute, please do! Articles, items for sale, pictures are always 
welcome. I do run things by President Murmann to make sure that content is 
appropriate and family-friendly!  

The CAA is now 62 years old and going strong.  
As always keep looking up! 

Tim Campbell, Editor 

 

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
mailto:camtimothy@aol.com


DECEMBER 2019  Volume 48 Issue 12 
 

2 
 

I’d like to extend Best Wishes for the holidays to our members.  Thank you 
all for being members of CAA for the past year!  And thank you for your support 
and work on behalf of our club! 

We look forward to the start of a new year with our first meeting at Rocky 
River Nature Center on Monday, January 13.  Hope to see you there! 

 
       Clear Skies and Best Wishes, 
       Bill Murmann 
 
 

 NOTICE FOR CLUB MEMBERS – AFTER HOURS OBSERVING 
For years, CAA has had a special permit for its members to enter Cleveland Metroparks 
reservations for star gazing after the park system's 11 p.m. closing time. 
 
Your current member ID card is considered an Observing Permit by the park police. 
 
If you plan to enter or be in a Metroparks reservation for star gazing after the 11 p.m. closing 
time, you have to notify the park police (rangers) in advance by calling the non-emergency 
police number at (440) 331-5530: 
 
1) Tell them you are a CAA astronomy club member. 
2) Tell them what reservation you plan to enter or be in after 11 p.m. 
3)  Answer any questions they have. 
4)  When you arrive in the park, display your member ID on the dash of your vehicle on the 
driver's side.  This is your permit. 
5)  Follow Metropark rules about parking and park use. 
6)  Follow the instructions of any park police you encounter. 
 
Best wishes and clear skies. 
 
--Bill Murmann 
  CAA President 
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CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
 
Letha House Schedule for 2020 
 
 CAA has scheduled the following public star parties for 2020 at Letha House park for 
the Medina County Park District: 
 
2020 
Saturday, May 30, Telescope Night at 8 p.m. 
Saturday, June 27, starting at 9 p.m. 
Saturday, July 25, starting at 9 p.m. 
Saturday, August 29, starting at 9 p.m. 
Saturday, September 26, starting at 8 p.m. 
Saturday, October 24, starting at 8 p.m. 
 
 

 
 
SPEAKERS PROGRAM: 
Monthly meetings feature a speaker followed by our club business 
meeting. VP and editor of the Observer, Tim Campbell is in charge of our 
speakers program and below is the current future lineup! 
 
 
 

2020 
January 13, 2020 
Speaker: Club Secretary Trevor Braun 
 
 “Equipment for Amateur Astronomy 101” 
 
Are you looking to buy a new, or perhaps upgrade/enhance your existing, telescope? 
Learn about the critical factors needed to make a decision, as well as some of the 
equipment and accessories you may want to consider as you begin to get ready for the 
2020 observing season! 
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 February 10, 2020 
Speaker: Kai Getrost, club member and member of the NASA Horizon and Lucy 
Missions 
 
“Lucy in the Sky with Asteroids” 
 
CAA member Kai Getrost will talk about NASA's upcoming Lucy mission -- the first 
spacecraft ever to explore the Trojan asteroids.  Find out why scientists are so 
interested in these solar system bodies out near Jupiter, how Lucy will visit not just 
one but half a dozen of them, and how amateur astronomers are helping scientists 
obtain data to plan the mission. 
 
March 9, 2020 
Time 7:30 to 9PM 
Speaker: Club member Tim Campbell 
“Mauna Kea: Telescopes above the Clouds!” 
 
CAA Member and Vice President will discuss his visit to Hawaii's Mauna Kea 
mountaintop observatory. Several major telescopes are located here at 14,000 feet 
above Sea Level. This is one of the most important sites in earth-based astronomy and 
Tim will take us on a detailed tour! 
 
April 13, 2020 
Time 7:30 to 9PM 
Speaker: Corbin Covault, Professor of Physics at Case Western Reserve University 
“SETI, the Search for ET and Beyond!” 
Professor Corbin Covault will discuss the history of SETI (Search for 
Extraterrestrial Intelligence) and the future of our efforts to probe the Universe for 
evidence that we on Earth are not alone! 

 

***** 
 
 
Reminder: our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's 
Letha House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256. 
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 CLUB SPEAKER FOR NOVEMBER 
Our November meeting saw member Stephen Gallant give a presentation about the 
Robert McMath and the McMath-Hulbert Solar Observatory in Pontiac, Michigan. 
Once the second largest solar observatory in the world, the facility has fallen into 
disrepair and some folks are looking to raise the funds in order to bring the scope 
back to life! 

 
Photos by Tim Campbell 

 CAA CLUB HISTORY 
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Fellow members...I'd like to prepare a brief history of our club for possible 
use as a feature on our website.  CAA was established in 1957.  Can 
anyone tell me who started the club and give me details about its history 
over the years? 
 
 If you'd like to help tell our history, please let me know. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
--Bill 
  CAA President 
 

 HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR DECEMBER SKIES 
Highlights of Our December Skies 

 

 Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine and to Orion Telescopes & Binoculars for help with this brief 
list of what-to-see in December. —by Bill Murmann. 

*   *   * 

 Geminids Meteor Shower—The annual Geminids meteor shower will take place from Dec. 4-17, 
unfortunately with interference this year from the Moon.  Observers usually can expect to see about 100 
multicolored meteors per hour from this event.  Look toward the constellation Gemini in the east.  The 
Geminids, which create a high number of bright Earth-grazing meteors, are thought to be caused by dusty 
debris from 3200 Phaethon, a Palladian asteroid with a “rock comet” orbit.  A recent discovery by the Parker 
Solar Probe indicates that 3200 Phaethon suffered a major impact in the past that created its rocky debris 
trail. 

 Winter Solstice—Saturday, December 21, will mark the Winter Solstice, the shortest day and longest 
night of the year in the northern hemisphere.  Many cultures  throughout history have considered the 
Winter Solstice a special event, marking it with festivals, rituals, gatherings, or other celebrations characterized 
by singing, dancing, and feasting. 



DECEMBER 2019  Volume 48 Issue 12 
 

7 
 

 New Moon & the Horsehead—If you have a 10-inch or larger scope with a hydrogen-beta nebula filter, 
take advantage of the new Moon on December 26 to see if you can spot the famous Horsehead Nebula located 
near the star Alnitak in the Belt of the constellation Orion.  The Horsehead is part of a huge cloud of molecular 
gas in the shape of a horse’s head illuminated from behind by nearby stars.  Look for it a RA 5h 40m 59s and 
DEC -2° 27´ 30˝.  The new Moon will also make it dark enough to spot views of distant deep-sky objects.  Use 
Sky & Telescope’s Pocket Sky Atlas for suggestions. 

 Orion’s Bounty—The constellation Orion will be positioned high in the sky during December and the 
following winter months.  Look in the middle of Orion’s sword for M42, the great Orion Nebula, which can be 
seen naked eye.  The nebula contains about 2,000 stars in a 20 light-year radius.  Use binoculars or a 
wide-field scope for a great view of this famous nebula. 

 Orion’s Trapezium—The Trapezium is a group of four massive stars located in the heart of the great 
Orion Nebula.  The stars, labeled A,B,C, and D on charts, form a distinctive diamond pattern that can be seen 
with a 4.5-inch scope using a 6mm eyepiece and a 3X Barlow lens.  The Trapezium was discovered by Galileo 
in the 1600s.  Look for the Trapezium at RA 05h 35.4m and DEC -05° 27´. 

 Monkey Head Nebula—This interesting nebula and star cluster, NGC 2174/2175, is about 6,400 light 
years from us and is located near the top of Orion’s raised “hand.”  Use a wide-field scope under dark skies to 
spot it. 

 Beehive Cluster (M44)—This is another winter gem, an open cluster of about 1,000 stars located in the 
constellation Cancer at RA 08h 40.4m and DEC 19° 59´.  The Beehive is one of the closest open clusters to our 
solar system.  It’s a great target for binoculars and wide-field scopes on low power.  During December look 
for it after 10 p.m. or so. 

 Best Binocular Targets—The Andromeda Galaxy (M31), the Pleiades star cluster (M45), and the Double 
Cluster (near the constellation Perseus) also make great binocular targets during the winter months. 

 Best Telescope Targets—Winter months offer great opportunities to see deep-sky objects, such as the 
spiral galaxy M33 in the constellation Triangulum.  In the constellation Sculptor to the south try to see NGC 
253, the Silver Dollar galaxy.  There is a swarm of other galaxies to see in Sculptor—use a star chart to hunt 
them down.  In the constellation Pisces look for M74, a grand design spiral nicknamed the Phantom Galaxy.  
And, finally, check NGC 1300 a barred spiral galaxy in the constellation Eridanus.  It is about 61 million light 
years from Earth, is about the same size as our Milky Way Galaxy, and was first discovered by John Herschel in 
1835. 

 

-end- 
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PHOTO GALLERY 
From Member Chris Elder: 

Attached are some pictures from the Mercury Transit, 11/11/19.  I posted an album of pictures 
and 2 videos here:  https://www.flickr.com/photos/156008963@N05/sets/72157711955266487/ 

 Atlanta, GA, seemed to have the best weather forecast in the EST a few days prior, so I headed 
there to view the transit.  

 I am relatively new to telescopes and solar photography – picked up a scope and did a few practice 
shots in mid-late October. 

 I spent most of 11/10 scouting locations.  The challenge was finding a spot with an unobstructed 
view of the start of the transit, which would begin at 7:36 am on 11/11 at an elevation of 5 degrees. 

  

I had done limited practice ahead of time, so spent the transit doing trial and error with different 
eyepieces.  Getting a crisp focus was somewhat difficult, even with Live View.  Had an encounter 
with a group from the Atlanta Astronomy and Atlanta Outdoor clubs. 

 I had planned to video the last 4 minutes of transit, capturing Mercury as it left the sun.  It was 
looking good about 20 minutes out and then I switched to a higher magnification eyepiece and lost 
the sun and wasn’t able to recover it in time.  Got some decent video of the middle part of the 
transit. 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/156008963@N05/sets/72157711955266487/
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 MISCELLANEOUS ASTRONOMY 
Sad news from Webmaster Jim Guilford: Famed telescope maker Meade has filed for 
bankruptcy after its parent company lost an anti-trust lawsuit. 
 

 FOR SALE OR TRADE 
All: 

Doug Horne is a club member who joined about a year ago. Here are two ads for 
brand new telescopes!  Note: his 14” Dob which was listed last month has been 
sold! 

Orion Atlas 10" Newtonian Telescope with Equatorial Mount and Go-To GPS: Brand new 
telescope, not yet used.  Padded canvas cover made by Orion for telescope tube a free 
bonus, at no extra charge.  Selling for $1,300.00 (a $600 discount).  Contact Douglas 
Horne at 440-783-1987, or by e-mail at douglashorne112263@gmail.com 
 

mailto:douglashorne112263@gmail.com
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Celestron 10" Advanced Newtonian Telescope (Model C10-N) with GPS Equatorial 
Mount: Brand new telescope, not yet used.  Padded canvas cover custom-made for 
telescope tube a free bonus, at no extra charge.  Selling for $1,200.00 (a $400 
discount).  Contact Douglas Horne at 440-783-1987, or by e-mail 
at douglashorne112263@gmail.com   

The "why" is a long story, not worth getting into.  But all three instruments are pristine, 
have never seen first light, and are stored in a climate-controlled storage locker. 
 

 SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Secretary’s Report 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
 
Special Board Meeting Minutes, November 10, 2019 2:00 PM at Rocky River Nature Center. 

Board Members Present: Bill M., Ron P., Tim C., Trevor B., Nora M., Jay R., Rich & Nancy W., Dave 
N. 

a.) Website and internet presence. Currently Jim Guilford has been our webmaster for years. What 
would happen if he were to leave? Board members discussed what options we might have, as well
as what the purpose would be of the club’s presence on the internet and social media. Jay said

there may be current members who may be willing to help.  Bill will seek advice from Jim.
 

b.) How can we drive further member engagement? Private, scheduled stargazing events have 
been discussed several times in the past but never enacted. Several board members felt this 
would be a good tool to drive engagement. 

c.) Finding high quality speakers is difficult, and Tim does not plan to run for Vice President next 
year. The board discussed establishing a small committee of members who could assist the 
Vice President. 

d.) Each board member will provide a written job description of their role at the January 2020 
board meeting. 

e.) Discussed future club officers, with Bill and Tim both planning to retire from their positions
after this current term ends. Will also add greeters to every meeting; Rich and Nancy

      volunteered. 
f.) Board discussed updating the by-laws before the next board enters on duty. 
g.) Board decided we will create and distribute welcome packets to new members, which will 

include general information and a copy of the by-laws. 

mailto:douglashorne112263@gmail.com
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h.) Discussed security options for the observatory, including adding cameras and enhancing 
security. Will discuss possibly establishing and/or enhancing current wi-fi capabilities at 
Letha House with the Medina County parks. 

i.) Cancelling Mercury Transit observing event due to weather. 

General Membership Meeting Minutes, November 11, 2019 7:30 PM 

Treasurer’s Report: 

a.) Financial information stands as published in The Observer. 

Secretary’s Report: 

a.) Stands as published in last month’s edition of The Observer. 

President’s Report: 

a.) Reminder that the annual Winter Dinner at Mahle’s in Westlake will be held on 12/16/19. Please 
register and make a dinner selection with Tim Campbell. 

b.) The next general membership meeting will be held on 1/13/20. 
c.) The next official club event is the annual Avon Science night, which will be held on 3/12/20. 
d.) The first public observing event at Letha House for the 2020 season will be on 5/30/20. The club will 

encourage guests to bring their own telescopes so that experienced club members can give them a 
hand in learning how to use their equipment. 

e.) The next NASA Night Sky Network webinar will be on 11/18 with the topic, “40 Years of Voyager.” 
f.) Reminder that annual membership fees and registrations are due this month. 
g.) Metroparks observing permits for 2020 are currently in-process. 
h.) If you would like the club to mail you your membership card, please remit a self-addressed stamped 

envelope with your renewal to our PO box. 
i.) Reminder of Cleveland Metroparks, Medina County Parks, and Letha House Observatory rules. 

Vice President’s Report:  

a.) Please remember to contact Tim with your dinner selection for the winter dinner. 
b.) Preview of 2020 programs. 

Observatory Director’s Report:   No report. 

Old Business: None 

New Business: None 

Observations were given. 

Meeting Adjourned 8:42 PM 

Trevor Braun, Secretary 
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 TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
CAA Financial Report Nov-19 
Beginning Bank Bal. 8,065.72 
Beginning Petty Cash 880.23 
Total Beginning Cash 8,945.95 

  Income - Bank 
 Memberships 553.00 

Prepaid Magazine Subscriptions 167.90 
Observer Handbook 26.95 
Interest 0.12 
Cash Transfer 660.00 

  Income - Petty Cash 
 Donations 35.98 

Membership 100.00 

  Expenses - Bank 
 Observer Handbook 26.95 

Magazine Expense 167.90 

  Expenses - Petty Cash 
 Refreshments 23.97 

Cash Transfer 660.00 

  Net Bank 9,278.84 
Net Petty Cash 332.24 
Total 9,611.08 

 

Ron Palcic, Treasurer 
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 CLUB CONTACTS 
 

 
President:   
Bill Murmann   440-572-0464   murmann@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President and Editor of the Observer:  
Tim Campbell 216-316-7829 camtimothy@aol.com 
Treasurer: 
Ron Palcic  330-336-8286 thematrix@neo.rr.com 
Secretary: 
Trevor Braun 440-823-6276 Braunth7@gmail.com 
CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford (330) 721-0821 guilford.james@gmail.com 
 
Members at Large: 
Dave Nuti  216-502-1706 working212@yahoo.com 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 jay52757@yahoo.com 
Bob Wiersma 440-409-1468 rrw28141@gmail.com 
 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 jay52757@yahoo.com 
Hospitality Directors: 
Rich and Nancy Whisler 
Education Director: 
Nora Mishey 

mailto:murmann@sbcglobal.net
mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
mailto:thematrix@neo.rr.com
mailto:Braunth7@gmail.com
mailto:guilford.james@gmail.com
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