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EDITOR’S NOTES 
 
Welcome to the July 2020 issue of the Cuyahoga Astronomical Association’s monthly 
newsletter, The Observer. For those of you not aware, my name is Tim Campbell. I am 
your newsletter editor and also the vice president of the club. As VP, my main 
responsibility is to secure speakers for our meetings. When we do live meetings, this is 
important as providing speakers is part of our contract obligations to the Cleveland 
Metroparks and Rocky River Nature Center—our live venue. In these bizarre and 
extraordinary times, we are not holding live meetings, but we WILL meet virtually 
through Zoom.com and we WILL continue to publish this newsletter in the hope of 
keeping the club active and up to date on what is happening! 
Anyway, this issue of the Observer contains a number of very important segments. 
Below is President Bill Murmann’s advisory regarding this Summer’s once-scheduled 
activities. Hint: most have been cancelled or postponed.  
The good news though is that we WILL be holding our monthly meetings, but online.  
The info is in the HOW TO JOIN JULY MEETING VIA ZOOM.COM section, 
thanks to the efforts of Jay Reynolds and of course, President Bill.  Other members 
have provided some excellent suggestions and we hope to implement some of them in 
future virtual meetings.  
Also, see below the CLUB OFFICERS JOB DESCRIPTIONS section.  We will be 
holding elections in November – maybe—and some of our current officers are hoping to 
retire and turn over the reins of office to the next generation of CAA members. Please 
take some time to read these descriptions and hopefully plan to participate.  

http://www.cuyastro.org/
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I have added an OBSERVATIONS section.  Since we are not holding in-person 
meetings for the near future, this section gives you the opportunity to share your own 
driveway observations with the rest of us.  Simply send your brief description to me 
personally at camtimothy@aol.com.  Anything longer than perhaps a hundred words 
may be turned into an article and published separately or will be edited by me to fit!  
Include who you are! 
Lots of pictures in this month’s PHOTO GALLERY!  June and early July were busy 
times for our club’s intrepid astro-photographers. Pics from Jim Guilford, John Burkett, 
Carl Kudrna, Alan Studt, Kai Getrost, and Dave Watkins grace the gallery! Enjoy and 
please forgive me if this collections causes increased download times! 
Dues are coming due in November as well. Membership forms have been emailed and 
are also available on our website but also on the last page of each issue.  The Board 
will be discussing how best to handle dues and elections without the ability to do so live. 
All of our regular features are here in this issue!  Enjoy and keep looking up! 
 
Tim Campbell, Editor  
 
   
 

 IMPORTANT NEWS FOR CLUB MEMBERS 
 

From Bill Murmann, President: 
Fellow Members...I'm sad to inform you that our monthly meetings and 
speakers at Rocky River Nature Center have been cancelled by the 
Cleveland Metroparks from May through the end of August. 
 
Our public star parties for the Medina County Park District for May and 
June have also been cancelled. 
 
See below for information regarding virtual meetings! 

mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
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 VIRTUAL MEETINGS VIA ZOOM 
Fellow Members:  Good news!  We will be holding our July meeting on Monday 
July 13 at 7:30PM online via Zoom.  Instructions below. 

Our speaker this month will be as originally scheduled:  club member Stephen 
Spears who will be discussing his own work and give us a how-to on investigating 
the Properties of Wolf-Rayet Stars for the Amateur Astronomer. 

 

 

This will be a club meeting with speaker. The public is welcome so please plan to 
join us and hear a very interesting talk! 

Bill Murmann, President 

Tim Campbell, VP and Director of Speakers Program 

 

 HOW TO JOIN JULY MEETING VIA ZOOM.COM 
From Jay Reynolds, Meeting Host: 
Everyone can 'join' the meeting two ways;    
            Dial in (audio only) or  Zoom Video conferencing. (no camera required) 
 
Dial in  audio only: 
 
Just dial:  1-312-626-6799  (Chicago number) 
 
You will be required to enter our meeting number:  987 496 1637  
 
Zoom Video with video and audio, on your web browser. 
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To Join Zoom Meeting - copy & paste:  https://csuohio.zoom.us/j/9874961637 
 

Meeting Agenda 

7:20  Meeting will be opened to everyone. (Socializing is welcomed!) 
 

7:30  Opening Announcement will be made (All will be muted) 

          Introduction of President for commentary 

          Vice President will introduce our speaker for the evening 

 Speaker will ‘take the floor’. (No questions during the presentation) 

Question & Answer session  (Please be patient, it does take time to manipulate) 

 8:20 (ish) President call CAA Business Meeting to Order (All Muted) 

 

At conclusion of the meeting, everyone is welcome to stay to socialize. 

 

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
President’s Comments—July 2020 
 

Unfortunately, there is no good news to report regarding our club’s in-person activities.  The 
ongoing coronavirus pandemic is still forcing us to cancel our public star parties at Letha House and our 
monthly public meetings at Rocky River Nature Center. 

Zoom Meeting July 13.  As I mentioned last month, we are holding online virtual meetings via 
Zoom.  Our July 13 meeting this coming Monday at 7:30 p.m. will feature our speaker Steve Spears, 
followed by our business meeting and an opportunity to socialize afterward online.  Steve will discuss 
Stellar Spectroscopy and how amateur astronomers can participate. 
 Jay Reynolds, our observatory director and large-event director, will be hosting Monday’s 
meeting through his Zoom account.  He will post instructions for joining the meeting. 
 I hope to see you Monday evening at our online meeting!  As I mentioned above, we’ll have an 
opportunity not only to hear our speaker but also to talk with fellow members.  The only thing missing 
will be the opportunity for actual handshakes and hugs. 
 (Regarding the hugs, I don’t really care to hug VP Tim or other guys, but any of our lady members 
would be fine. <s>) 
 Board Meeting.  We have scheduled a Zoom meeting of club officers, at-large members, and 
appointed directors before our regular meeting on July 13.  We will have an opportunity to discuss club 

https://csuohio.zoom.us/j/9874961637
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business and to make decisions regarding our annual convention and other activities.  A meeting report 
will be posted. 
 Summer Picnic.  Rich & Nancy Whisler have once again graciously offered to host a club 
picnic at their home in Parma, possibly on a weekend in August with the able help of At-Large board 
member Dave Nuti and others. 
 Everything depends on restrictions and risks due to the coronavirus.  Stay tuned on this for 
updates! 
 Private Star Parties.  As I mentioned last month, on a positive note we can still hold private star 
parties at Letha House for club members only. 
 We have had a long string of clear skies so far this summer.  We will have a waning Moon this 
coming week and new Moon conditions the week after.  We’ll see about possibly having a private club 
star party at Letha House on Saturday, July 18 or perhaps on Saturday, July 25. 
 Webinars.  And we also still have our monthly live webinars from the NASA/JPL Night Sky 
Network that offer high-quality presentations by many experts in astronomy and physics.  The next 
program will be on July 23 in a presentation about NASA’s Solar Orbiter Mission.  A link will be 
provided.  Further information about the webinar is published below.

*   *   * 
 I hope everyone is well and that we all continue to remain healthy.  And thank you again for your 
continued support for our club! 
                                 Clear Skies and Best Wishes, 
        Bill Murmann 
 
 
 
 
 

 MEMBERSHIP DUES DURING THE PANDEMIC 
From Webmaster Jim Guilford: 
 
With the major disruption in Membership Meetings it’s pretty easy to forget ... membership 
requires dues payment! 
 
Once I receive an updated roster, I expect to be culling the CAA’s Google Group of members 
who have let their membership lapse. 
 
So please, with our stay-at-home Zoom meeting coming up next month featuring an excellent 
speaker, don’t miss out!  
 
You’ll find a membership form on our website.... 
https://cuyastro.org/about/ 
 

https://cuyastro.org/about/


JULY 2020  Volume 49 Issue 7 
 

6 
 

And you can contact our Treasurer if you are uncertain about your membership status. 
 
— J. Guilford, CAA Webmaster  
 
From Ron Palcic, Club Treasurer: 
 
The club can only handle cash, personal check or bank check. 
 
Thanks, 
Ron Palcic, Treasurer 
 
From the Editor: 
 
Membership form is also the last page of the Newsletter. Second last page contains club 
contact info including that for Ron. 
 
Editor 
 
-- 

 CLUB OFFICERS JOB DESCRIPTIONS 
Members:  Club elections are coming up in November. Some of the current 
officers are planning to “retire” from their positions, i.e. not intending to run for 
re-election!  We need members to step forward and so our Education Director 
Nora Mishey has put together a list of jobs and descriptions of duties.  If any of 
these positions falls within your strike zone, please plan on stepping forward and 
getting involved. The club needs YOU! 
 
The following is an outline of the duties of elected Cuyahoga Astronomical Association officers: 
 
President 

        Under our club bylaws passed in 1999, the President’s duties are:  

  

(1)  To preside at meetings of the Cuyahoga Astronomical Association (CAA); 

(2)  To preside at board meetings; 

(3)  To lead the management of CAA affairs when required; 
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(4)   To appoint chairs of all committees, except the Program Committee; 

(5)   To appoint Members at Large to fill vacancies until the next election. 

  

_________________________ 

 Under Item 3 managing CAA affairs, here is what I have been doing this year. 

  

(1)  Conducting monthly meetings of the club at the Rocky River Nature Center. 

(2)  Planning and conducting bi-monthly board meetings of the executive officers, at-large 
board members, and appointed directors. 

(3)  Working annually with the Medina County Park District staff to plan the dates for six public 
star parties at Letha House Park 

 (4)  Working with the Cleveland Metroparks staff to obtain CAA’s annual Observing Permit 
while offering proof of liability insurance and signing required legal documents with the park 
district. 

 (5)  Working annually with CAA’s insurance agent to maintain the club’s liability and property 
insurances 

 (6)  Communicate with various Cuyahoga County library branches to plan and schedule dates 
when requested for Moon observing presentations at times when the Moon will be visible during 
the day from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

(7)  Work with the Avon Heritage Middle School staff to plan the club’s participation the 
school’s annual Science Night program. 

(8)  Work with the club’s Large Event and Observatory Director to help plan and promote 
special events, including the annual Summer Solstice program for the city of Lakewood, and 
various solar and lunar eclipse events. 

(9)  Signing annual contracts with the Cleveland Metroparks required for the club’s monthly use 
of the Rocky River Nature Center as a meeting location. 

(10) Contacting and meeting with Medina County Park District staff members when necessary 
to discuss our programs and the maintenance needs of our observatory. 
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(11) Working with the Cleveland Metroparks regarding requests for presentation of special 
public star parties. 

(12) Interact with other area astronomy clubs to plan dates for our respective annual 
conventions. 

(13) Personally attending and participating in the club’s public events and star parties. 

(14)  Sending welcome e-mails to new members when they join the club. 

(15)  Answering emails and phone calls from the public with information requests, donation 
offers, and comments about the club. 

(16) Writing monthly articles for the club’s newsletter, including the President’s Comments, the 
Highlights of Our Night Sky report, the monthly Webinar report, and information about Citizen 
Science opportunities. 

(17) Helping with the production of the club’s monthly newsletter by working with the editor and 
using Adobe Acrobat to proofread and make corrections before e-mailing the finished PDF
document to our members. 

(18) Have printed hard copies of our monthly newsletter produced and then mailing them from 
the post office to members who have requested this service. 

(19) Carrying and safeguarding keys for the Letha House shelter, for our observatory, and for 
our post office box. 

(20) Sending email notices and other information about meetings and astronomy-related 
activities to our members as needed. 

 Vice President 

 
Primary responsibility is availability to step in as needed should the president be unable to 
perform his or her duties. Beyond that, I am responsible for arranging a speaker for each of our 
monthly meetings, excluding December.  We have no meeting in December, but VP is also 
responsible for arranging a "winter dinner" for the club.  That duty includes securing a 
restaurant/location and collecting the names and preferences of those members who wish to 
attend the dinner. 
 
Editor of the Observer 
 
Putting together the newsletter for each month. 
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Treasurer  
 
Monthly 
Attend all Board and Club meetings. Provide monthly club financial statement 
Pick up mail at the club PO Box every 2 weeks 
Log all transactions onto ledger and spreadsheet 
            Reconcile receipts  
            Stamp checks 
Reconcile petty cash to spreadsheet 
Deposit checks and cash in club account 
Enter membership dues into membership spreadsheet 
Complete Astronomy and S&T magazine order forms or letters. Submit payments 
Make any changes to the membership spreadsheet requested by members (address, email, 
phone, etc.) 
For New Members 
            Add new member to membership list 
            Create a name tag 
            Issue club membership card 
When completed, send membership file to President and Webmaster. Note any new members 
or email changes 
Around the 21st of the month, reconcile bank statement to the financial statement 
Send the monthly financial statement to the Vice President and President 
Yearly 
January-Pay PO Box rental. Dark Sky membership 
February/March 
            File Annual Charitable Report form with the Ohio Attorney General 
            File Form 990-N with the IRS 
November- Collect yearly membership dues, magazine subscriptions 
December-Pay club insurance premium, web domain fee 
Annual Convention-Collect and record raffle monies and expenses 
 
Secretary 
 
I. Provide board and general membership meeting minutes monthly for publication in The 
Observer. 
 
II. Maintain and update vendor listing for soliciting donations for raffle at annual convention. 
 
III. Mail solicitations for donations to raffle at annual convention. 
 
IV. Have donations delivered to you and bring to annual convention. Run the raffle 
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NOTICE FOR CLUB MEMBERS – AFTER HOURS OBSERVING 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING LETHA HOUSE DURING 
PANDEMIC: 
 
Fellow Members... I have heard from the Medina County Park District Director.  It is OK 
to go to Letha House in small groups while practicing proper social distancing. 
 
However, the shelter building are off limits and should not be opened or used. 
 
Best wishes and stay healthy. 
 
--Bill Murmann 
  CAA President 
 
For years, CAA has had a special permit for its members to enter Cleveland Metroparks 
reservations for star gazing after the park system's 11 p.m. closing time. 
 
 Your current member ID card is considered an Observing Permit by the park police. 
 
If you plan to enter or be in a Metroparks reservation for star gazing after the 11 p.m. closing 
time, you have to notify the park police (rangers) in advance by calling the non-emergency 
police number at (440) 331-5530: 
 
1) Tell them you are a CAA astronomy club member. 
2) Tell them what reservation you plan to enter or be in after 11 p.m. 
3)  Answer any questions they have. 
4)  When you arrive in the park, display your member ID on the dash of your vehicle on the 
driver's side.  This is your permit. 
5)  Follow Metropark rules about parking and park use. 
6)  Follow the instructions of any park police you encounter. 
 
Best wishes and clear skies. 
 
--Bill Murmann 
  CAA President 
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CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Club Convention Dates 
 
 Here are the annual convention dates for local astronomy clubs that are considered members of 
the Ohio Turnpike Astronomical Association (OTAA): Chagrin Valley, Saturday, June 13; Mahoning 
Valley, Saturday, August 15; Black River, Saturday, September 12; and Cuyahoga Astronomical 
Association, Saturday, September 19. 
 
 
Letha House Schedule 2020 
 
 CAA has scheduled the following public star parties for 2020 at Letha House park 
for the Medina County Park District: 
 
2020 
Saturday, May 30, Telescope Night at 8 p.m. Cancelled 
Saturday, June 27, starting at 9 p.m.  Cancelled 
Saturday, July 25, starting at 9 p.m.  Cancelled 
Saturday, August 29, starting at 9 p.m.  Cancelled 
Saturday, September 26, starting at 8 p.m. Still scheduled 
Saturday, October 3, starting at 8 p.m. Still scheduled 
 
Reminder: our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's 
Letha House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256. 
 
 

 
 
SPEAKERS PROGRAM: 
Monthly meetings feature a speaker followed by our club business 
meeting. VP and editor of the Observer Tim Campbell is in charge of our 
speakers program and below is the current future lineup! 
 
 
 

2020 
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Update on our Speaker Program 
 
> 
July 13, 2020   
Time: 7:30 – 9PM VIRTUAL VIA ZOOM.COM 
Speaker: Club member Steve Spears 
"A Mathematical Investigation of the Properties of Wolf-Rayet Stars for the 
Amateur Astronomer" 
 
Synopsis:  Using inexpensive equipment, elementary mathematics, and Kepler's 
and Newton's laws, how can one determine the mass of stellar and black hole 
binary systems.  In addition, using low resolution spectroscopy and the Doppler 
formula, how to find the terminal wind velocity and escape velocity of 21 
Wolf-Rayet stars.  These stars are expelling 10^30 kg of stellar material per year. 
At that rate, what is their ultimate fate? 
 
August 10, 2020  
Time: 7:30 – 9PM  VIRTUAL VIA ZOOM.COM 
Speaker: Gary Kader, Club Member and Director of the Burrell Observatory at Baldwin 
Wallace University 
"The Hertzsprung-Russell Diagram: The Rosetta Stone of Stellar Astronomy". 
Developed in the early 20th century, the Hertzsprung-Russell diagram is most 
important tool for understanding stellar astronomy: Not only how stars are born, and 
how they live and die, but also estimating distances and dating star clusters. 
 
September 14,, 2020 
Time: 7:30Pm – 9PM  VIRTUAL VIA ZOOM.COM 
Speaker: Corbin Covault, Professor of Physics at Case Western Reserve University 
“SETI, the Search for ET and Beyond!” 
Professor of Physics, Corbin Covault will discuss the history of SETI 
(Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence) and the future of our efforts to 
probe the Universe for evidence that we on Earth are not alone! 
 

 
***** 



JULY 2020  Volume 49 Issue 7 
 

13 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 CAA CLUB HISTORY 
 

Fellow members...I'd like to prepare a brief history of our club for possible 
use as a feature on our website.  CAA was established in 1957.  Can 
anyone tell me who started the club and give me details about its history 
over the years? 
 
If you'd like to help tell our history, please let me know. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
--Bill 
  CAA President 
 

 HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR JULY SKIES 
Highlights of Our July Skies 

 

 Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine for help with this brief list of what-to-see in July. —by Bill 
Murmann. 

*   *   * 

 Catch the Comet—Starting around July 12, Comet NEOWISE will be visible near the northwest horizon 
for about an hour after sunset.  As July progresses, the comet will rise higher in the sky from the constellation 
Lynx toward the Big Dipper.  Pick a site with a good view of the horizon like on the shore of Lake Erie or at the 
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Mapleside back parking lot off Pearl Road in Brunswick.  Catch the comet while you can; it won’t return for 
another 6,800 years. 

Did You Notice?—Earth’s 66,000 mph orbit is not circular.  On July 4, Earth was at aphelion the 
farthest point from the Sun in our orbit for 2020.  The distance was 94,507, 635 miles.  Perihelion the closest 
point to the Sun took place on January 5 when we were 91,398,199 miles from the Sun. 

Summer Milky Way—Use 59mm or larger binoculars or a wide-field telescope to scan the summer 
arch of the Milky Way from horizon to horizon and to explore the hundreds of open star clusters, emission 
nebulae, and planetary nebulae that are scattered among the star clouds. 

Scorpius Star Clusters—Check the constellation Scorpius in the southern sky for some sparkling star 
clusters.  The Butterfly Cluster (M6) and the Ptolemy Cluster (M7) can be found just above the horizon near 
the tail and “stinger” of the constellation.  Under really clear sky conditions, you may be able to see them 
naked eye. 

 July Nebulas—Some of the best emission nebulas can be found in the summer Milky Way.  In the 
constellation Sagittarius to the south, you can find the Lagoon Nebula (M8), the Trifid Nebula (M20), and the 
Swan Nebula (M17).  In a wide-field scope under low power, see if you can frame the Eagle Nebula (M16) and 
the Omega Nebula (M17) in the same field of view in the constellation Serpens Cauda. 

 Jupiter at Opposition—Gas-giant Jupiter and the Galilean Moons will be at opposition on July 14 and 
will be visible throughout July for telescopic observing, but will be below the horizon at night in early August.  
NASA’s Juno Orbiter, however, will still be providing great close-up views of the planet and its turbulent 
atmosphere. 

Saturn at Opposition—Saturn at 836,265,000 miles from us reaches opposition on July 20 with the 
Earth passing directly between Saturn and the Sun.  During opposition Saturn will rise at sunset and set at 
sunrise, providing all-night observing opportunities.  Saturn’s rings will be inclined 22 degrees to us and are 
closing up bit by bit until they will eventually be edge-on for observers years from now. 

 Wait for It—In less than six months, we will have a Great Conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn on 
December 21, the Winter Solstice.  The two planets will appear 0.06 degrees apart. This won’t happen again 
until the year 2040.  

 July Mars on Display—The planet Mars will be well-positioned for viewing in the south to 
southwestern skies throughout July.  Use an eyepiece that will yield at least 40X to help bring out details.  
With a larger scope and higher magnification, you may be able to see surface features on Mars. 

 Challenge Object—Almost directly overhead in the constellation Hercules, see if you can spot the 
Hercules Galaxy Cluster in the southwest corner of the “Keystone” asterism.  With good seeing conditions, 
this group of 200-300 galaxies can be seen with an 8-inch reflector.  With a 14-inch to 16-inch scope, you can 
see a half-dozen or more galaxies in one field of view. 
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Another Hercules Gem—The Keystone asterism in the constellation Hercules is also home to M13, the 
famous globular cluster near its northwest corner.  M13, which can be seen with binoculars or a small scope.  
It is about 25 light years from us, is 145 light years in diameter and contains about 300,000 stars.  If you have 
a Go To scope or an equatorial mount, you can find M13 at RA 16h 41m 24 sec and DEC +36° 27ʹ. 

 Meteor Shower—The Delta Aquarids meteors may be visible in the late night sky at their peak on July 
28.  Look toward the southeast horizon in the constellation Aquarius.  The Delta Aquarids are a warm-up for 
the more spectacular Perseid meteor shower in August. 

  

  

  

-end- 
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PHOTO GALLERY 
From Jim Guilford 

I'm excited to share that I was able to photograph and see (only with binoculars) Comet 
C/2020 F# NEOWISE this morning! I'm attaching a single DSLR frame I quickly edited 

but, of course, I shot many more and a few series for stacking. The stacks may be 
interesting because the tail appeared to be registering when previewed in the camera's 

LCD. Great to be out this morning and to score another plus a gorgeous sunrise! 
 

 
Pic by Jim Guilford 

 
From Carl Kudrna 

 
 

Pic and hand by Carl Kudrna 
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From John Burkett 

 
 

Pic/Screensave by John Burkett 
 

From Dave Watkins 

 
Pic by Dave Watkins 

 
More from John Burkett 

These were shot separately in the past week and PhotoShopped. 
-JohnB. 
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Montage by John Burkett 
 

From Alan Studt 
 

Hello ~ 
 
Hope all is well with everyone. 
 
Boy! What a run of clear nights we've had. 
I've photographed the Moon through my telescope for the past 8 nights! 
Nikon D850, Celestron Nexstar 8SE, f10, 2200mm. 
Started with the 1st quarter on Sunday, July 28th through last night/this morning. 
 
Saturn, Jupiter & the Moon put on a nice little show last night! 
 
The 1st two pics of the Moon are composites. 
One shot for the clouds & one shot for the Moon. 
The clouds, Saturn, Jupiter and it's moons were all in one shot, 180mm, f5. 
Just the Moon & clouds shot was 550mm, f6.3 
 
Both shots used these exposure settings: 
Sky - 1/13th sec. ISO 5000 
Moon - 1/125th sec. ISO 80 
Post-processed in Lightroom & layer blended in Photoshop. 
 
The large Moon pics are from Sun. 7/5 @ 12:30 am 
(never saw a shadow, which was fine with me) 
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& this morning 7/6 @ 12:15 am. 
I have shots like this from the past 8 days and a few before the run of clear nights. 
 
These 2 were shot @ 4400mm, f20, 1/80th sec. ISO 250. 
Each is made of 12 images(4 rows of 3 images) 
stitched together in Lightroom & post-processed using Camera RAW in Photoshop. 
 
This morning's shot had a lot of atmosphere wafting around - it was hard to get a good focus. 
 
Hopefully I'll continue the run tonight. So far I have shots of 10 or so of the 29.5 days in the Lunar 
cycle. 
Sooooo - I have few more shots to get   :) 
 
~ Alan 
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One more from John Burkett! 
In Philo, wanted broadband data of Veil Nebula, both sides if possible, since getting 

SV130 back in a week could be last time I have SV70 out for a while. 
The SV130 seemed taken a good bump on  tail-end at some point and the objectives’ 
retaining ring slipped a thread, causing 3 lenses to occasionally move (sometimes it 

“fixed itself”- end-user troubleshooting was frustrating), they back it up with a second 
retaining ring now, also aligned reducer and flattener to ota, for very reasonable service 

fee plus shipping, shipping to CA as a UPS retail customer cost me $160 but on SV’s 
account it was $48 for the return trip. 

 
This image processed on iPhone  is Oxygen 900 seconds, unity gain, had a tracking 

issue that wasn’t obvious looking at graph thought all was Okay, but tonight is 
forecasted good in Philo to try again.  the Luminance looks so kewl I have high hopes 
for it when stacked, not a lot of signal above the background for Broadband, but I’ll try. 

-JohnB 
 

 
 

From Kai Getrost 
Tuesday morning I was able to catch an occultation of Quaoar, a trans-Neptunian 

object that's about as far away as Pluto and half as large.  The star was faint, so my data 
are at the limit of usefulness given the resulting 4-second integration I had to use with 

my 10". A few other IOTA members were also able to capture the event.  When 
combined, it was nice to see our data at least agrees with Quaoar's currently-known size 
(see attached plot), even if there's not enough data to be definitive.  It'll be interesting to 

see if the shape model can be refined when this event is combined with prior 
occultations. 

 
And it was nice to finally get my first positive on a TNO.  (Yes, in three trips for 

Arrokoth, I never managed to catch it.) 
  
 

-Kai 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/50000_Quaoar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trans-Neptunian_object
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trans-Neptunian_object
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Screenshot by Kai Getrost 
 
 
 

 OBSERVATIONS AND MISCELLANEOUS ASTRONOMY 
 

CAA Members...Here is an article for physicists and others with a interest in quantum stuff.  Is 
interaction between atoms going forward and backward in time at a speed faster than light? 
 
https://currently.att.yahoo.com/att/professor-tackles-one-more-mystery-004821631.html 
 
--Bill 
  CAA President 
 
Here are a few astronomy-related events coming this month: 
 
--Our monthly CAA meeting will be held live via Zoom on Monday, July 13.  Details will be 
announced. 
 
--There was a Penumbral Lunar Eclipse July 4-5, starting July 4 at 11:07 p.m. EDT.  Peak 
was at 12:29 p.m.  If you could see it, it was like a shadow on the Moon.  Nothing dramatic. 
 

https://currently.att.yahoo.com/att/professor-tackles-one-more-mystery-004821631.html
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--Jupiter will reach opposition, it's closest approach to Earth, on July 14. 
 
--Saturn will reach opposition on July 20. 
 
--On Thursday, July 23, we will have a live NASA/JPL Night Sky Webinar featuring a 
presentation about NASA's Solar Orbiter Mission at 9 p.m. 
 
--After midnight and in the pre-dawn hours on July 28-29, the Capricornids meteor shower will 
hit its peak.  According the American Meteor Society, this meteor shower is noted for 
producing some bright fireballs. 
 
--Bill 
  CAA President 
 
Here's a link to a newspaper article concerning the storied past and hopeful future of the great 
Yerkes Observatory in Williams Bay, Wisconsin.... 
 
https://madison.com/news/local/new-stewards-for-yerkes-observatory-offer-an-expanded-mis
sion-and-vision/article_9daacb25-7136-58a8-a250-496c2e5d3125.html 
 
-- 
------------------------------------------------ 
James Guilford 
 
From President Bill: 
 
NASA/JPL Webinar July 23 

 
The NASA/JPL Night Sky Network will present a live webinar on Thursday, July 23, at 9 p.m.  
Dr. Teresa Nieves-Chinchilla, a Research Astrophysicist and Deputy Project Scientist from 

NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center, will give a presentation and update on NASA’s Solar Orbiter 
mission. 

Solar Orbiter is a space mission of international collaboration between ESA (European Space 
Agency) and NASA to study the Sun.  The mission will address a central question of heliophysics: How 
does the Sun create and control the giant bubble of magnetic fields around it, the heliosphere? 

CAA members can view the webinar live on their home computers and other devices.  A link 
will be provided for members on our club email list. 

 
Citizen Science—Variable Stars 
 

If you are interested in helping to further scientific knowledge, consider working with the 
American Association of Variable Star Observers (AAVSO). 

https://madison.com/news/local/new-stewards-for-yerkes-observatory-offer-an-expanded-mission-and-vision/article_9daacb25-7136-58a8-a250-496c2e5d3125.html
https://madison.com/news/local/new-stewards-for-yerkes-observatory-offer-an-expanded-mission-and-vision/article_9daacb25-7136-58a8-a250-496c2e5d3125.html
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Professional astronomers need amateurs to not only help monitor variable stars, but also to help 
study them. There are simply too many stars and too few professionals to fully explore the field of 
variable star science. 

As a result, over the past century AAVSO members have been involved in discovering new 
variable stars, categorizing discoveries, testing (and proposing) theories of variable star science, etc. 

The AAVSO has published a peer-reviewed journal since 1971 that consists mainly of papers 
written by our members. The journal is indexed in professional astronomy catalogs and carried by 
university libraries across the world. 

If you are interested in helping with this work as a citizen scientist, go to: www.aavso.org for 
further information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 IMPORTANT INFORMATION: USE OF LASER POINTERS 
BE CAREFUL WHEN USING LASER POINTERS 
Fellow Members...Here is some useful information and guidelines about the safe use of green 
laser pointers courtesy of our friends in the Chagrin Valley Astronomical Society  (CVAS). 
 
 https://www.rasc.ca/sites/default/files/GLP_Brochure_v.3_copy_2.pdf 
 
 

 

 FOR SALE OR TRADE 
 

Doug Horne is a club member who joined about a year ago. Here are two ads for 
brand new telescopes!  Note: his 14” Dob which was listed last month has been 
sold! 

Orion Atlas 10" Newtonian Telescope with Equatorial Mount and Go-To GPS: Brand new 
telescope, not yet used.  Padded canvas cover made by Orion for telescope tube a free 

https://www.rasc.ca/sites/default/files/GLP_Brochure_v.3_copy_2.pdf
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bonus, at no extra charge.  Selling for $1,300.00 (a $600 discount).  Contact Douglas 
Horne at 440-783-1987, or by e-mail at douglashorne112263@gmail.com 
 
Celestron 10" Advanced Newtonian Telescope (Model C10-N) with GPS Equatorial 
Mount: Brand new telescope, not yet used.  Padded canvas cover custom-made for 
telescope tube a free bonus, at no extra charge.  Selling for $1,200.00 (a $400 
discount).  Contact Douglas Horne at 440-783-1987, or by e-mail 
at douglashorne112263@gmail.com   

The "why" is a long story, not worth getting into.  But all three instruments are pristine, 
have never seen first light, and are stored in a climate-controlled storage locker. 
 

 SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 

 TREASURERS REPORT 
CAA Financial Report Jun-20 
Beginning Bank Bal. 8,252.82 
Beginning Petty Cash 408.65 
Total Beginning Cash 8,661.47 

  
Income - Bank  
Memberships 155.00 
Prepaid Magazine Subscriptions 66.95 
Interest 0.07 

  
Income - Petty Cash  
  
Expenses - Bank  
Misc 35.00 
Magazine Expense 66.95 

  
Expenses - Petty Cash  
  
Net Bank 8,372.89 
Net Petty Cash 408.65 
Total 8,781.54 

  
 

mailto:douglashorne112263@gmail.com
mailto:douglashorne112263@gmail.com


JULY 2020  Volume 49 Issue 7 
 

26 
 

 CLUB CONTACTS 
 

 
President:   
Bill Murmann   440-572-0464   murmann@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President and Editor of the Observer:  
Tim Campbell 216-316-7829 camtimothy@aol.com 
Treasurer: 
Ron Palcic  330-336-8286 thematrix@neo.rr.com 
Secretary: 
Trevor Braun 440-823-6276 Braunth7@gmail.com 
CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford (330) 721-0821 guilford.james@gmail.com 
 
Members at Large: 
Dave Nuti  216-502-1706 working212@yahoo.com 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 jay52757@yahoo.com 
Bob Wiersma 440-409-1468 rrw28141@gmail.com 
 
Observatory and Large Event Director: 
Jay Reynolds 216-650-0872 jay52757@yahoo.com 
Hospitality Directors: 
Rich and Nancy Whisler 
Education Director: 
Nora Mishey 

  

mailto:murmann@sbcglobal.net
mailto:camtimothy@aol.com
mailto:thematrix@neo.rr.com
mailto:Braunth7@gmail.com
mailto:guilford.james@gmail.com
mailto:working212@yahoo.com
mailto:jay52757@yahoo.com
mailto:rrw28141@gmail.com
mailto:jay52757@yahoo.com
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 CAA 2020 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
2020 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 
Date: ___/___/___ 
Name: _______________________________________________________ 
Address: _____________________________________________________ 
City: ____________________________ State:________ ZIP Code: ________ 
Phone:_________________ Email: ________________________________ 
MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 
E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 
Membership Level: __ $10 Student __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family $___.___ 
The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website: 
www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00 $___.___ 
Magazine Subscriptions: 
PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 
Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00 $___.___ 
__ New Subscription __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $32.95 $___.___ 
__ New Subscription __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.___ 
How did you hear about us? ______________________________________ 
Please send and make checks payable to: Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
P.O. Box 868 
North Olmsted, OH 44070 


	EDITOR’S NOTES
	IMPORTANT NEWS FOR CLUB MEMBERS
	VIRTUAL MEETINGS VIA ZOOM
	HOW TO JOIN JULY MEETING VIA ZOOM.COM
	PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS
	MEMBERSHIP DUES DURING THE PANDEMIC
	CLUB OFFICERS JOB DESCRIPTIONS
	NOTICE FOR CLUB MEMBERS – AFTER HOURS OBSERVING
	CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS
	CAA CLUB HISTORY
	HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR JULY SKIES
	PHOTO GALLERY
	OBSERVATIONS AND MISCELLANEOUS ASTRONOMY
	IMPORTANT INFORMATION: USE OF LASER POINTERS
	FOR SALE OR TRADE
	SECRETARY’S REPORT
	TREASURERS REPORT
	CLUB CONTACTS
	CAA 2020 MEMBERSHIP FORM

