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EDITOR’S CORNER 
Second month of 2021 and the second issue of the Observer for this year. Lots of stuff in this issue for 
you to enjoy, but also to be aware of. A special award for our former president, Bill Murmann and an 
award created in his honor! See that in the “Special Announcement”. 
We have a new email address specifically for contribution to the Observer. See that announcement 
below! 
We have a couple of interesting sections that are new to the Observer. When we have info, we will 
have news from other clubs, and our new president will be contributing a new feature spotlighting a 
specific area of the night sky! 
All the usual features are here as well, so enjoy and keep looking up! 
Tim Campbell, Editor 
 

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
Fellow astronomers, 
 
As we continue to progress through the bleak gray-months here in Northeastern Ohio, the club 
leadership is busy planning for our summer programs. As of today, most of our events are still 
on-track to occur, which leaves me hopeful that we will have a productive observing season. In the 
meantime, the club has taken steps to enhance our reach digitally. First and foremost, we subscribed 
to Zoom, which will allow us to begin hosting our monthly lectures/meetings to a public audience. The 
board has begun discussing opportunities to promote our club, and we feel that opening the meetings 
to the public will go a long way in doing that. Additionally, we plan to make our future meetings 
available digitally for members who do not live in the area or are unable to attend the meetings live, 
once things return to normal. This will be a powerful tool for our club’s reach. 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
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Beyond planning our annual public events, the board wants to begin digging in to member 
engagement. Chiefly, we want to find out why you joined CAA, why you continue to be a member of 
CAA, and what you want to get out of the club. Within the next month, I will be sending out a 
membership engagement survey on the e-mail listing. It would be a tremendous help if you would 
take a few minutes to complete the survey and provide your feedback. In addition to our public 
events, we really want to tailor the club to your needs and interests. I promise we will be looking into 
the results with great interest and with the intent of creating some great new opportunities for 
members to get involved. 
 
Finally, the club leadership has been discussing social media opportunities for several years now; 
primarily on Facebook. Unfortunately, someone beat us to the punch and has created a page on 
CAA’s behalf which appears to be unmanaged as of now. Club leadership has not been successful in 
obtaining the rights to the page via official means. If you know who, or are the creator of, the 
Facebook page titled Cuyahoga Astronomical Association, please contact me so that the club may 
take control of the page for official use. In the event we cannot obtain control of this page, club Social 
Media Director Frank Shoemaker has created a page CAA – Cuyahoga Astronomical Association that 
the club will begin using as it’s official public-facing social media page. 
 
Wishing you clear skies, 
 
Trevor Braun 
President, CAA 
 

 
 

 SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

Hello CAA members! 

I have some exciting announcements for those of you who were unable to attend our January 
general membership meeting.  

First and foremost, the new board has unanimously voted to officially award Paul Leopold 
and Bill Murmann honorary life memberships in recognition for their service to the club.  

Paul has been an active member of the club for 40+ years, served as club President, and 
shared his passion and wealth of knowledge surrounding amateur telescope making with club 
members.  
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Bill Murmann served as President of CAA for 10 consecutive years, longer than any other 
President, and invigorated the club through his dedication to public programs. 

  

Thank you, Paul and Bill, for your years of commitment to our organization and its mission.  

Finally, the board announced the creation of the Bill Murmann Award:  

A. The Bill Murmann Award will be bestowed upon one club member annually to 
recognize dedication and commitment to public astronomy outreach in 
fulfillment of CAA’s core mission; and in the spirit of Bill Murmann, whose 
decade as President of CAA was notable for his near perfect attendance at all 
club events, programs, and functions, and utmost dedication to public outreach 
of amateur astronomy. 

B. Primary criteria: Awarded to the member who attends the most public events in 
a calendar year. 

C. Secondary criteria: In the event of a tie, the sitting CAA Board will weigh 
additional contributions of the applicable members and select a winner (e.g., 
gave a monthly lecture, assisted in installation of observatory equipment, etc.) 

D. Current CAA Board Members are excluded from winning the award; however, 
appointed positions and committee members are eligible. 

E. The winner will be announced at the annual holiday party, have their 
membership dues for the following year paid by the club, and their name 
engraved on a plaque which will reside in the observatory.  

Hopefully we will be able to have some public events this year!  

Congratulations to Paul and Bill!  

Trevor Braun 

President, CAA 

 

 CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OBSERVER 
Members and Contributors! 
Up until now, I have had to cull the email threads for material. But now we have a 
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dedicated email address for the Observer!  Please use this address for pictures, articles, 
comments, and basically anything you would like to see published in our newsletter. 

Observer@cuyastro.org 
 
I will still glance through the email threads, but no guarantees that I will spot everything. 
Send over to the above email address and I am certain to see it! 
Tim Campbell, Editor 

 EMAIL ADDRESSES AND TECHNICAL UPDATES 

Good afternoon CAA members,  

I wanted to make you aware that the club leadership decided to move forward with some 
technological upgrades.  

First and foremost, we have created two official club email 
addresses: president@cuyastro.org and info@cuyastro.org. I (Trevor Braun) have access to 
the President account, and various people will have access to the information (Webmaster, 
Social Media Director) account. These accounts will transfer every time a new board is 
seated, as to retain any important correspondence, and will also simplify our correspondence 
with external parties and organizations. The expense associated with adding these accounts is 
small, and we may look to add more in the future if deemed necessary (perhaps for the editor 
of The Observer, etc.)  

Please feel free to contact me directly at president@cuyastro.org at your leisure or as you 
deem necessary.  

Secondly, prior to today the club has been borrowing Member-at-Large, Observatory 
Director, and local celebrity Jay Reynolds’ Zoom line for our board and general membership 
meetings. The club has now purchased its own Zoom subscription, and I expect the transition 
to using our own account to occur soon. There is an annual fee associated with this; however, 
the board has determined that this tool will add value to our organization in the pandemic 
environment, but will also enhance our ability to reach audiences once we return to live 
meetings via providing the option to live stream out meetings publicly. Currently, we are not 
receiving much publicity for our monthly meetings, if any. Now that the club has procured its 
own Zoom account, we plan to begin increasing marketing of our club’s events. Our club’s 
mission is, “…to promote the study of astronomy and allied sciences, and to foster a public 

mailto:Observer@cuyastro.org
mailto:president@cuyastro.org
mailto:president@cuyastro.org
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interest in astronomical subjects…”. Adding this capability and retaining it into the future 
will strongly enhance our ability to carry out that mission.  

Finally, someone will be sending out attendance information for next week’s meeting in the 
near future. If we can get the new account set up in time, we will utilize that; however I don’t 
want to rush it and risk running into any bugs.  

Clear skies (haha),  

Trevor Braun 

 

CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
All In-Person Calendar Events going into 2021 at least through March have been 
cancelled due to the Coronavirus. Private gatherings are still permitted at Letha 
House, thanks to the Medina Park System! Just be sure to call the Rangers before 
going out! 
 
Reminder: our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's 
Letha House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256. 
 
 

 
 
SPEAKERS PROGRAM: 
Monthly meetings feature a speaker followed by our club business 
meeting. Vice President Dave Nuti is in charge of our speakers program 
and below is the current lineup! 
We will be holding our meetings online via Zoom.com. Please send 
inquiries for access to our meetings to info@cuyastro.org! 
 
 

Update on our Speaker Program 

mailto:info@cuyastro.org


FEBRUARY 2021  Volume 50 Issue 2 
 

6 
 

2021 
February 8, 2021 

7:30PM to 9:00PM  Virtual via Zoom 

Speaker: Dr. Geoffrey Landis, NASA Scientist 

Tentative Title: “What is Happening on Mars?” 

Dr. Landis is a research scientist for NASA and acclaimed Science Fiction Writer. 
His specialty has been the various Mars rover missions and he will be showing us 
what NASA is doing now and in the near future to explore the Red Planet! 

March 8, 2021 

7:30PM to 9:00PM  Virtual via Zoom 

Jeff Woytach, NASA Scientist, Retired 

Topic TBD 

So far, appears to be a discussion of OSIRIS-REX, the Nasa mission to an asteroid! 
More info will follow in next month’s issue! 

April 12, 2021 

Joe Kolecki, NASA Scientist, Retired 

Tentative Title: “Relativity and Space Exploration” 

Synopsis to come 

 

 
***** 
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 CAA CLUB HISTORY 
 

Fellow members...I'd like to prepare a brief history of our club for possible 
use as a feature on our website.  CAA was established in 1957.  Can 
anyone tell me who started the club and give me details about its history 
over the years? 
 
Some of our current long-time members include Gary Kader, Paul Leopold, 
Gus Waffen, and Mike Williams... 
 
If you'd like to help tell our history, please let me know. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
--Bill Murmann 
Past President 
 

 HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR FEBRUARY SKIES 
Highlights of Our February Skies 

 Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine for help with this brief list of what-to-see in February. —by Bill 
Murmann.*   *   * 

 Crack of Dawn Triple Lineup—Just before dawn on Tuesday, February 9, and on Wednesday, February 
10, look low on the southeastern horizon to see the crescent Moon off to the right of Saturn, Venus, and 
Jupiter. 

 Another Triple Lineup—Again just before dawn during the last week of February.  On February 25, 
Mercury will appear in between Jupiter and Saturn in another planetary lineup. 

 Pleiades—This beautiful open cluster also known as M45 and the “Seven Sisters” will be high in the sky 
during February.  Use astronomical binoculars 50mm or larger, or low-power on a wide field scope for best 
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view.  Astronomers think our own Sun may have been created in an open cluster like this about 4.5 billion 
years ago. 

Winter’s Superstar—The famous winter constellation Orion will be visible throughout February, 
featuring the Orion Nebula stellar nursery with its diamond-shaped Trapezium, the giant stars reddish 
Betelgeuse and brilliant white Rigel, and the three stars in Orion’s belt—Alnitak , Alnilam, and Mintaka. 

 Winter Star Cluster—Use binoculars or a wide-field scope to find M41, an open star cluster just below 
bright Sirius the Dog Star.  Look for a reddish star in the heart of M41 and note how the stars in the cluster 
around it seem to be spaced around in curves.  M41, Sirius, and Nu Canis Majoris form a triangle in a 
binocular field of view.  M41 can be found at RA 06h 46m and DEC -20° 46´. 

 M81 and M82—Use a telescope to spot these galaxies above and to the right of Dubhe, the right-hand 
star on the top of the bowl of the Big Dipper.  These two galaxies are interacting.  M82, known as the “Cigar 
Galaxy,” is an active starburst galaxy that is shooting a huge high-energy jet off into space. 

 Hubble’s Variable Nebula—In the constellation Monoceros, see if you can spot NGC 2261, Hubble’s 
Variable Nebula.  A reflection nebula 2,500 light years from us, it varies in size and brightness because it’s 
powered by a variable star buried in the nebula’s dense clouds of dust.  If you have an equatorial mount, look 
for it a RA 6h 39m and DEC +8° 45´.  NGC2261 was discovered by noted astronomer Edwin Hubble in 1949 
during his First Light use of the 200-inch Hale Telescope at Mt. Palomar. 

Colors in Gemini—Sky & Telescope author Ken Hewitt-White suggests using 7 x 50 binoculars or a 
wide-field scope on low power to see the colors in the constellation Gemini.  Starting at the top, you’ll find 
blue-tinged white Castor, and golden Pollux, the heads of the Twins.  Use Sky & Telescope’s “Pocket Sky Atlas” 
to identify other stars as you move down along the constellation.  Wasat is cream-colored, Mekbuda is 
straw-yellow, Alhena is snow-white, and Mebsuta, Tejat, and Propus are all orange. 

 Carbon Star—Sky & Telescope’s retired columnist Sue French suggests taking a look during the winter 
at R Leporis (Hind’s Crimson Star) in the constellation Lepus, which is located below the much more prominent 
constellation Orion.  Variable star R Leporis is located to the southwest below bright Rigel.  Its distinctive 
color is described as smoky red.  If you have an equatorial mount, look for it at RA 04h 59m 36s and DEC -14º 
48' 22". 

 Pazmino’s Cluster—If you are looking at the famous Double Cluster in Perseus, shift left to view 
Pazmino’s Cluster located about halfway to Kemble’s Cascade.  This open cluster, also known as Stock 23, 
contains about 25 stars, two of which are noticeably yellow.  With an equatorial mount you can find the 
cluster at RA 03h 16.2m and DEC +60 02. 

Binocular Objects—In his book “Binocular Hightlights,” Sky & Telescope author Gary Seronik suggests 
checking the center of the constellation Auriga the Charioteer below and to the left of the bright star Capella 
for a trio of clusters, including M38, M36, and NGC1907. 
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 Flaming Star Nebula—While you are searching in and around Auriga, see if you can spot the 
emission/reflection nebula IC405 near the bottom right of the constellation.  A hot blue star, AE Aurigae, is 
powering the nebula.  If you have a Go-To scope or an equatorial mount, the star can be found at RA 05h 
16.2m and DEC +34° 28´. 

  

 

-end- 
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PHOTO GALLERY 
Thought I'd share some pics from the rare clear night on Saturday, Jan. 23 when Mercury was at its 
greatest E. Elongation from the Sun. Both images were taken from my backyard in Columbia Station 
which offers great views of virtually every horizon -- depending upon where I journey on the five 
acres.  I would have taken the C11 out but it looked like clouds were creeping in pretty soon. 
 
Both pics were taken with a 70-210 mm lens mounted on a Nikon D600. 
The first image was taken @ 4/5sec. f/9 , ISO 1000 set at 210mm at 6:25 pm. 
The second image was also taken @ 4/5 f/10, ISO 640 set at 102mm a minute later. 
 
Hope it stays clear and warms up soon! 
 
Chuck Reinhart 
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Pics by Chuck Reinhard 
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 MONTHLY CONSTELLATION SPOTLIGHT 

 
February 2021 Monthly Constellation Spotlight: Auriga(AUR) 
By: Trevor Braun 
 
Constellation: Auriga 

Bordered by: Taurus and Orion (south), Gemini (east), Camelopardalis and Lynx (north), Perseus (west) 

Notable Named Stars: (magnitude) 

α Capella: Alpha Aurigae (.08); sixth brightest star in the sky 
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β Menkalinan: Beta Aurigae (1.9); variable star with period 3.96 days and varies by magnitude .1 (eclipsing 
binary) 

θ Aurigae: Theta Aurigae (2.62 – 2.70); binary star with bright white star and small yellow star 

Messier Objects: Perseus contains 2 Messier objects  

M33: Open cluster (6.3) 

M37: Open cluster (6.2) 

M38: Open cluster (7.4) 

Notable NGC & Other Catalog Objects: 

IC 2149: Plantary Nebula (10.6) 

NGC 1857: Open cluster (7) 

NGC 1778: Open cluster (7.7) 

NGC 1907: Open cluster (8.2) 

B29: Dark Nebula 

 

 
 

 MISCELLANEOUS ASTRONOMY 
 

 

 IMPORTANT INFORMATION: USE OF LASER POINTERS 
BE CAREFUL WHEN USING LASER POINTERS 
Fellow Members...Here is some useful information and guidelines about the safe use of green 
laser pointers courtesy of our friends in the Chagrin Valley Astronomical Society  (CVAS). 
 
 https://www.rasc.ca/sites/default/files/GLP_Brochure_v.3_copy_2.pdf 
 
--Bill Murmann 
Past President 
 
 

https://www.rasc.ca/sites/default/files/GLP_Brochure_v.3_copy_2.pdf
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 FOR SALE OR TRADE 
From Jim Gulford: 

CAA Members: I've added one of my personal scopes to the website's "Swap Shop" page. I 
hope this will also appear in the next issue of The Observer.... 
 
For Sale: Meade 390 refractor telescope in excellent condition. This trusty, classic would 
be a terrific first astronomical telescope, a grab-and-go, or even a finder telescope on a truly 
large instrument. The Meade 390 is an achromat with a 90mm objective, 1,000mm F.L., 
making it f/11. Going with the scope are its mounting rings, tiny original finder, star diagonal, 
and a nice 25mm eyepiece. Price: $75. The original alt/az mount/tripod was terrible and 
discarded long ago. An upgraded Orion SkyView Pro mount and tripod are available 
separately. The tripod is sturdy and in excellent condition providing a steady view through 
the 390. An extension tube was added to raise the telescope for easy viewing of objects high 
above the horizon and is easily removed if not needed. The SkyView Pro mount is equipped 
with an electric clock drive (not go-to) on the R.A. only. Comes with battery pack. Price: 
$225. Local pickup preferred. James Guilford: guilford.james@gmail.com 
 
From Trevor Braun: 

I was cleaning out my garage the past weekend and came across this piece of equipment 
that needs a good home. It is a sturdy tripod with an O'Connor fluid head that I picked up a 
few years ago from a friend who owned a video production studio which was closing. It was 
originally used as a tripod and mount for video cameras, and my intent was to utilize it as a 
grab-and-go mount for a small telescope; however, the mounting screw is larger than 1/4"-20 
and I never got around to developing a solution (I'm sure this is some industry standard and 
there is probably an adapter). This is very sturdy, and while well-used, everything appears to 
be in good working order from my point of view. It has a smooth motion head, extendible 
legs, feet which can transition between rubber pads (indoor) and metal spikes (outdoor), and a 
built in level. This was serious, professional-grade equipment when it was in use.  It also 
comes with a heavy-duty carrying case. Please contact me if interested 
(braunth7@gmail.com or 440-823-6276). I'd like to get $75, which is under what I paid for it, 
but am open to reasonable offers. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Trevor 

mailto:guilford.james@gmail.com
mailto:braunth@gmail.com
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From Doug Horne 

Doug Horne is a club member who joined about a year ago. Here are two ads for 
brand new telescopes!  Note: his 14” Dob which was listed last month has been 
sold! 

Orion Atlas 10" Newtonian Telescope with Equatorial Mount and Go-To GPS: Brand new 
telescope, not yet used.  Padded canvas cover made by Orion for telescope tube a free 
bonus, at no extra charge.  Selling for $1,300.00 (a $600 discount).  Contact Douglas 
Horne at 440-783-1987, or by e-mail at douglashorne112263@gmail.com 
 
Celestron 10" Advanced Newtonian Telescope (Model C10-N) with GPS Equatorial 
Mount: Brand new telescope, not yet used.  Padded canvas cover custom-made for 
telescope tube a free bonus, at no extra charge.  Selling for $1,200.00 (a $400 
discount).  Contact Douglas Horne at 440-783-1987, or by e-mail 
at douglashorne112263@gmail.com   

The "why" is a long story, not worth getting into.  But all three instruments are pristine, 
have never seen first light, and are stored in a climate-controlled storage locker. 
 

mailto:douglashorne112263@gmail.com
mailto:douglashorne112263@gmail.com
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 SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Secretary’s Report 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
Board Meeting Minutes: December 16, 2020        7:30pm 

I. Welcome to new Board members.  
II. Board meetings to be held monthly at 7:30 pm on the Wednesday prior to scheduled CAA general 

meetings. 
III. President’s top 3 priorities: Modernization, membership engagement, partnership with other 

organizations.   
IV. Frank Shoemaker to set up an electronic payment option for membership dues.  

Target date: January 2021.   
                      He will also investigate generic e-mails and ways to enhance our website and  
                     social media presence. 

V. Need to change over financial accounts to current Board.  
VI. Club funds: Nonprofit organization should not be accumulating large amounts of money. Liability 

insurance is the highest expense. Suggest using funds to enhance program. 
Same dues since 1998. Increase value of membership and reassess dues in the future. 

VII. Open positions to be filled:  
- The Observer Editor-Tim Campbell agreed to continue in the short term, until a replacement has 
been found.  
- Observatory Director: Jay Reynolds will continue as director, unless someone else is interested.  
-Speakers Committee: Tim Campbell volunteered to head the committee. Kai Getrost to assist. 
Need other volunteers in addition. 
-Convention Planning: Volunteers needed. Focus on enhancing the annual convention. 
Trevor to contact other astronomy clubs so we can schedule our convention around them. 
Would like to engage with other astronomy clubs.  

VIII. The Observer: 
-Will discuss alternate options to home delivery with general membership.  
-Encourage club members to submit articles.  
-Approach Bill Murman to see if he would agree to continue to contribute articles. 

IX. Add more value to the membership and increase membership engagement by:  
-Surveying the general membership to identify why they joined and what they want to get out of 
the club. Then cater the program accordingly.  
-Have more regularly scheduled private events for club. Trevor to put together a tentative schedule 
and forward to Board. *Go to the field across the street if Letha House is booked.  
-Investigate how we can make better use of our observatory.  
Comments: Intimidating. Difficult to move roof.  
- Star parties: Consider a mix of dark sky options, including some 2-3-day old moon nights.  
-Suggest an annual auction or club swap meet for items that club members would like to donate, 
perhaps at the convention. 
-Have “greeters” at the meetings. Board members to man. 
-Have classes and/or short segments during meetings on constellations, binocular viewing, 
telescopes, etc.  
-Have one high profile speaker per year. A per diem fee might be required. 
-Anything with our logo, should have our web address. 
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Make mugs, t-shirts, etc. with club logo for more advertising. 
-Look for ways to make general meetings more effective.  Share important information.  
prior to the speaker. 
-Consider streaming meetings live to allow larger attendance. Look into a Zoom package. 

X. Trevor Braun will have a “contingency program” if scheduled speaker can’t make it. 
XI. The Board would like to recognize Bill Murman for his 10 years of service as president. 

The Bill Murman Award will be created and awarded annually to a non-Board member who gives 
the most service to the club, including the attending of public events.  Their name will be 
engraved on a plaque and their dues paid for the next year.   
Will need to put together primary and tie breaker criteria.  

XII. The Board agrees to make Bill Murman and Paul Leopold honorary members. Their dues will be 
paid for life. In the future, the bestowal of honorary membership status will continue to be 
determined on a case-by-case basis by the Board. Would need to have long-time service or a major 
contribution to the club.  

XIII. Jay has taken equipment inventory and will share with the Board.  
Jay has a Dobsonian telescope. Sell or raffle? 

XIV. Contact Medina County Parks to schedule 2022 and 2023 events.  
XV. Problems with membership cards not being accepted when night viewing at parks. Suggest getting 

official permit cards and/or stationary with park letterhead and name of contact person at park. 
Put in PDF form for printing. Can carry and put in car windows.  

XVI. Discussion on general meeting location. Park is strict due to Covid. Will table for now. 
XVII. Consider plans for the 2021 Solar eclipse and the 2024 total eclipse. 
XVIII. Trevor Braun to send out a reminder and agenda prior to all Board meetings. 
XIX. Next Board meeting scheduled for 1/6/2021 at 7:30pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gale Franko 

*** 
 

Secretary’s Report  
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
Board Meeting Minutes: February 6, 2021 

I. New Bylaw:  
THE BILL MURMAN AWARD 
A. The Bill Murman Award will be bestowed upon one club member annually to recognize 

dedication and commitment to public astronomy outreach in fulfillment of CAA’s core mission; 
and in the spirit of Bill Murman, whose decade as President of CAA was notable for his near 
perfect attendance at all club events, programs, and functions, and utmost dedication to public 
outreach of amateur astronomy. 

B. Primary criteria: Awarded to the member who attends the most public events in a    
calendar year. 

C. Secondary criteria: In the event of a tie, the sitting CAA Board will weigh additional 
contributions of the applicable members and select a winner (e.g., gave a monthly lecture, 
assisted in installation of observatory equipment, etc.) 
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D. Current CAA Board Members are excluded from winning the award; however, appointed   
positions and committee members are eligible. 

E. The winner will be announced at the annual holiday party, have their membership dues for the 
following year paid by the club, and their name engraved on a plaque which will reside in the 
observatory. 

*Trevor to purchase plaque. 
II. Trevor will be announcing 2 honorary membership awards (Bill Murman and Paul Leopold) 

at the next general meeting. 
III. Overnight permits: We are currently approved for Medina County Parks for 2021. Efforts are still in 

progress for Cleveland Metroparks approval. 
IV. Web host changed to “GoDaddy”.   
V. CAA now has 2 official club e-mail addresses:  Info@Cuyastro.org and President@Cuyastro.org. 

Discussed adding an address for The Observer as well. 
VI. All members are getting The Observer via e-mail, except one, which will continue to receive it by 

mail, as he does not have a computer. 
VII. Trevor to purchase a Zoom Pro subscription (hosts 100 people) for 112.00/year (then 149.00/year). 

Can increase number of people for an additional cost. 
VIII. Will investigate Pay Pal electronic payment integration in CAA website. Jim to follow up. 
IX. Jim to obtain head count of current members. 
X. Discussed increasing membership dues in the future but would like to give members a more 

value-added experience. Consider having a student rate. 
XI. Frank is in the process of getting control of CAA’s Facebook account.  
XII. Trevor will streamline general membership meetings. To attract new members, special upcoming 

events and future speaker programs will be shared prior to the start of the current speaker. 
XIII. Open discussion: 

-Will discuss Library Loan program in the future. 
-Discussed building membership. Get infrastructure set up first, then build a program for attracting 
new members. 
-Would like to encourage more member participation: 
    Perform a survey to see what members want from the club. 
    Engage new members during meetings. 
    Have more regularly scheduled star parties  
    Have 1:1 interaction with telescope users prior to star parties. 
-Discussed “Constant Contact”, a shared data base of names and 
e-mail addresses for automated e-mail communication.  
- 10” telescope available for loan. Will post in The Observer to see if anyone would be      
interested in owning it.    
-Meade Reflecting Telescope donated to club. Will put it up for raffle at the convention. 

XIV.      Next Board meeting scheduled for 2/3/2021 at 7:30pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gale Franko 

*** 
 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: January 11, 2021 7:30 PM 
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President Announcements: 
Updated membership on future speakers and upcoming events 
Medina County Parks requested that we cancel our May star party. 
 
Speaker: Matt Franduto sharing his celestial photography photos and 2021 calendar. 
 
Gale Franko, Secretary 
 

 TREASURERS REPORT 
CAA Financial Report Jan-21 
Beginning Bank Bal. 7,723.26 
Beginning Petty Cash 408.65 
Total Beginning Cash 8,131.91 

  
Income - Bank  
Memberships 208.00 
Prepaid Magazine Subscriptions 68.00 
Interest 0.08 
Donations 55.00 
Misc. 15.00 

  
Income - Petty Cash  
  
Expenses - Bank  
CAA Newsletter & Copies 103.29 
CAA Website 158.32 
Annual P.O. Box Rental  168.00 
Magazine Expense 68.00 
Misc. 121.41 

  
Expenses - Petty Cash  
  
Net Bank 7,450.32 
Net Petty Cash 408.65 
Total 7,858.97 

  
Jim Bartell, Treasurer  
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 CLUB CONTACTS 
 

Contact CAA:    info@cuyastro.org 
President:  
Trevor Braun president@cuyastro.org 
Vice President:  
Dave Nuti   
Editor of the Observer:  
Tim Campbell     observer@cuyastro.org  
Treasurer: 
Jim Bartell 
Secretary: 
Gale Franko 
CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford info@cuyastro.org 
 
Members at Large: 
Kai Getrost                 
Frank Shoemaker  
Jay Reynolds 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds  
Hospitality: 
Rich and Nancy Whisler 
Education Director: 
Nora Mishey 

  

mailto:info@cuyastro.org
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 CAA 2021 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
2021 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

 
Date: __/__/__ 
Name:________________________________________________________ 
Address:______________________________________________________ 
City:_____________________________ State:__ ______ Zip Code: ________ 
Phone:_________________ E-Mail:_________________________________ 
 

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 
E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 
Membership Level: __ $10 Student  __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family        $___.__ 
 
The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website, 
www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00          $___.__ 
 
Magazine Subscriptions: 
PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 
 
Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00            $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
 
Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $32.95              $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 

 
 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.__  

 
 
How did you hear about us? ______________________________________ 
 
 
 
Please make checks payable to:  Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
      P.O. Box 868 
      North Olmsted, OH 44070 
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