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EDITOR’S CORNER 
Sooo close to Spring!  In the hot tub last night, saw actual stars! Dipper was back and Orion 
was going down to sleep!. Pandemic is hopefully winding down and MAYBE we will have an 
observing season in which we can get together and share our experience of the night sky! 
I got my second vaccine this week and feel great./ Was a little achy the day after, but by the 
second day, 100% fine. Get vaccinated people!   
Any event, soe interesting stuff in this issue of the Observer! Check out our president’s comments 
regarding Cherry Springs. With any sort of luck, the club can do an interesting road trip!  
Speaking of presidents, Trevor has also instituted a new feature looking at a constellation each 
month! Will give you something to target from your backyard—if Letha House isn’t practical. 
We also have a nice assortment of pictures from our usual contributors. Thanks to Dave Nuti for 
MARTIAN HUMOR and both Dave Watkins and Alan Studt for their contris. If these two are 
not the best outside of a Hubble book, I don’t know who are!  
PLEASE: do not forget that all contributions—pictures, articles, comments, etc should be sent by 
email to this email address:  observer@cuyastro.org. Thanks! 

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
Fellow Astronomers, 
 
With spring just around the corner, I think it is safe to say that we are all eagerly 
awaiting milder weather and the observing season in North East Ohio. As of now, the 
club’s first public event at Letha House is schedule for June 19th from 8:00-10:00, and 
has not been cancelled yet by the Medina County Park system. I am certainly looking 
forward to the event! 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
mailto:observer@cuyastro.org
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At last month’s meeting I inquired about a club organized trip to Cherry Springs State 
Park near Coudersport, PA from May 6th to May 9th and received an overwhelming 
response. Given this response, the next step is to hold an information session for the 
club. I am planning to hold the information session on Monday, March 22nd at 7:30 
PM via our usual Zoom line. I have been visiting Cherry Springs regularly for the past 
10 or so years, and should be able to provide all the information those interested will 
need to know along with Q&A. I believe we have the capability to record via Zoom, 
so I plan to do that as well to provide to those who are not able to attend. 
 
Next, at the end of February I sent out via e-mail a link to a membership engagement 
survey. The goal of this survey is to identify what the club can do better, and how we 
can better speak to the interests of our members. The survey should take less than 5 
minutes, and will provide valuable information the board can use in decision making. 
Please consider sharing your opinions with us here:  
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QRB7NGF 
 
Finally, we are putting the finishing touches on being able to accept electronic dues 
payments. The process has taken longer than originally anticipated; however, it is 
finally right around the corner. Watch your e-amil for instructions. 
 
Wishing you clear skies, 
 
Trevor Braun 
President, CAA 

 
 

 CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OBSERVER 
Members and Contributors! 
Up until now, I have had to cull the email threads for material. But now we have a 
dedicated email address for the Observer!  Please use this address for pictures, articles, 
comments, and basically anything you would like to see published in our newsletter. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QRB7NGF
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Observer@cuyastro.org 
 
I will still glance through the email threads, but no guarantees that I will spot everything. 
Send over to the above email address and I am certain to see it! 
Tim Campbell, Editor 

 CONDOLENCES 
It is with great sadness I must report that our former president Bill Murmann’s 
brother passed away last week. Complications from heart surgery. Our deepest 
condolences to Bill and his family! 

 EMAIL ADDRESSES AND TECHNICAL UPDATES 

From Trevor: 

Good afternoon CAA members,  

I wanted to make you aware that the club leadership decided to move forward with some 
technological upgrades.  

First and foremost, we have created two official club email 
addresses: president@cuyastro.org and info@cuyastro.org. I (Trevor Braun) have access to 
the President account, and various people will have access to the information (Webmaster, 
Social Media Director) account. These accounts will transfer every time a new board is 
seated, as to retain any important correspondence, and will also simplify our correspondence 
with external parties and organizations. The expense associated with adding these accounts is 
small, and we may look to add more in the future if deemed necessary (perhaps for the editor 
of The Observer, etc.)  

Please feel free to contact me directly at president@cuyastro.org at your leisure or as you 
deem necessary.  

Secondly, prior to today the club has been borrowing Member-at-Large, Observatory 
Director, and local celebrity Jay Reynolds’ Zoom line for our board and general membership 
meetings. The club has now purchased its own Zoom subscription, and I expect the transition 
to using our own account to occur soon. There is an annual fee associated with this; however, 
the board has determined that this tool will add value to our organization in the pandemic 

mailto:Observer@cuyastro.org
mailto:president@cuyastro.org
mailto:president@cuyastro.org
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environment, but will also enhance our ability to reach audiences once we return to live 
meetings via providing the option to live stream out meetings publicly. Currently, we are not 
receiving much publicity for our monthly meetings, if any. Now that the club has procured its 
own Zoom account, we plan to begin increasing marketing of our club’s events. Our club’s 
mission is, “…to promote the study of astronomy and allied sciences, and to foster a public 
interest in astronomical subjects…”. Adding this capability and retaining it into the future 
will strongly enhance our ability to carry out that mission.  

Finally, someone will be sending out attendance information for next week’s meeting in the 
near future. If we can get the new account set up in time, we will utilize that; however I don’t 
want to rush it and risk running into any bugs.  

Clear skies (haha),  

Trevor Braun, President 

 

CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
From Trevor Braun, President: 
Good evening everyone, 
  
As promised at tonight’s meeting, here is the current schedule for this summer’s 
public events. Please keep in mind this may change at the request of our hosts, the 
Medina County Park District. 
  
June 26th, 8:00-10:00 PM 
July 17th, 8:00-10:00 PM 
August 14th, 9:00-11:00 PM 
September 18th, 9:00-11:00 PM 
October 2nd, 8:00-10:00 PM 
  
Also, our Annual Convention is scheduled for Saturday, July 31st (I may have 
misspoke and said the 30th at the meeting.) 
  
Trevor 
 
From the Editor: 
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All In-Person Calendar Events going into 2021 at least through March have been 
cancelled due to the Coronavirus. Private gatherings are still permitted at Letha 
House, thanks to the Medina Park System! Just be sure to call the Rangers before 
going out! 
 
Reminder: our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's 
Letha House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256. 
 
 

 
 
SPEAKERS PROGRAM: 
Monthly meetings feature a speaker followed by our club business 
meeting. Vice President Dave Nuti is in charge of our speakers program 
and below is the current lineup! 
We will be holding our meetings online via Zoom.com. Please send 
inquiries for access to our meetings to info@cuyastro.org! 
 
 

Update on our Speaker Program 

2021 
March 8, 2021 

7:30PM to 9:00PM  Virtual via Zoom 

Speaker: Jeff Woytach, NASA Scientist, Retired 

“Osiris Rex: Mission to Bennu!” 

OSIRIS-Rex is a U.S. mission to return samples from the Near Earth Asteroid 
Bennu to Earth, and to measure theoretical effects on the asteroid to see how 
its orbit is perturbed.  Bennu is an Earth crossing asteroid that has the 
potential to impact our planet.  The presentation will talk about the 
accomplishments of the mission, as well as other sample return missions 

mailto:info@cuyastro.org
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that have been accomplished or are on the books for the future. 

Jeff Woytach, originally from Scranton, Pennsylvania earned a Bachelor of Science in Aerospace 
Engineering from the Pennsylvania State University in May 1983.  He joined the staff of the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration's John H. Glenn Research Center (GRC) in 
June 1983. 
 
He has worked on space missions launched on the Space Shuttle and the Atlas/Centaur launch 
vehicle, and on flight hardware for the International Space Station.  He is currently the Systems 
Engineer for the Fission Surface Power System, which will place a nuclear fission reactor on the 
lunar surface.  Mr. Woytach also provides systems engineering support to the Psyche mission.  
Led by the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL), Psyche will visit an asteroid believed to be 
composed entirely of metal.  In addition, Jeff is the systems engineer for a small spacecraft being 
developed to perform ocean research for the National Oceanic Partnership Program.  He is also 
the lead for two university student design competitions sponsored by NASA, involving teams 
from five U.S. universities 
 
In his spare time, Mr. Woytach enjoys space exploration history, collecting space exploration 
memorabilia, astronomy, and Star Trek.  He is also the founder of the “Glenn Band,” a concert 
band comprised of NASA Glenn employees and retirees, their family members and students 
from the North Olmsted School District.  Mr. Woytach and his family are residents of North 
Ridgeville, OH. 

 

April 12, 2021 

7:30PM Virtual via Zoom 

Joe Kolecki, NASA Scientist, Retired 

“Physics and Experience, it’s all relative!” 

Joe: I am mostly going to focus on observable effects. The merging of physics and 
geometry will be approached from the perspective that scientific facts arise from 
measurement  (metros, Gk.) and that time and space measurements are 
interconnected in relativity through the speed of light. Thus united, time and space 
can be dealt with as geometry. 

Joe Kolecki is an aerospace engineer, retired from NASA in 2006. His work included 
developing orbital flight systems for generating and processing electrical power in 
space. He has worked in the US and abroad on flight systems for Earth orbit and for 
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interplanetary exploration. He also identified and developed mitigation strategies for 
electrostatic charging of vehicles and astronauts moving about and working of the 
surface of Mars. Mr. Kolecki is happily married with three grown sons and eight 
grandchildren. He enjoys teaching, public speaking, and tutoring individual students. 
He is also a musician and part time composer/arranger. His interest in relativity came 
about early in life when he discovered an article on Einstein and set out to see what his 
work was all about. Relativity became a life-long passion and he has written books on 
the mathematics involved with the theory. His aim is not only to work the equations but 
mentally to “see” what they are doing by finding down-to-Earth examples. 

 
May10, 2021 

7:30PM Virtual via Zoom 

Kelly Beatty, Senior Editor Sky & Telescope Magazine 
“Darkness in Distress” 
  
Light pollution, simply put, is any unnecessary or excessive outdoor illumination. Sadly, it’s 
become a pervasive and ugly consequence of modern 24/7 society. Light pollution robs us of the 
night sky’s beauty, negatively affects the ecosystem, and creates an in-your-face waste of energy. 
But a new mindset and new technology are poised to slow — and perhaps reverse — this bane of 
modern life. Come learn how you can safely light up your home, business, and community without 
wasting energy, disturbing your neighbors, or creating an unhealthy environment for humans and 
wildlife. 
  
Kelly Beatty has been explaining the science and wonder of astronomy to the public since 1974. 
An award-winning writer and communicator, he is a Senior Editor for Cambridge-based Sky & 
Telescope magazine. Beatty enjoys sharing his passion for astronomy with a wide spectrum of 
audiences, from children to professional astronomers, and you'll occasionally hear his interviews 
and guest commentaries on National Public Radio and The Weather Channel. He served for a 
decade on the Board of Directors for the International Dark-Sky Association. 

June 14, 2021 

Virtual via Zoom 

Gary Kader, Member and Director Burrell Observatory 

Title and Details to follow, but Gary’s talk will deal with the satellites of Jupiter 
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and Saturn! 

More information to come, but July will see Alan Studt and Gale Franko will give a 
talk about the Very Large Array (VLA), Alan will come back in November to 
discuss his recent trip to Dark Sky locations, and in January, 2022, we will have 
Matt Franduto showing his annual astronomy-based calendar. Many thanks to 
Dave Nuti for his efforts in securing new speakers!  

 ***** 
 
 
 

 

 

 CAA CLUB HISTORY 
 

Fellow members...I'd like to prepare a brief history of our club for possible 
use as a feature on our website.  CAA was established in 1957.  Can 
anyone tell me who started the club and give me details about its history 
over the years? 
 
Some of our current long-time members include Gary Kader, Paul Leopold, 
Gus Waffen, and Mike Williams... 
 
If you'd like to help tell our history, please let me know. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
--Bill Murmann 
Past President 
 

 HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR MARCH SKIES 
Contributed by Bill Murmann 
Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine for help with this brief list of what-to-see in March. —by Bill Murmann. 
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*   *   * 

Dying Stars—Stars eventually grow old and die.  Winter provides an opportunity for us to see two 
naked-eye stars sinking into old age.  Betelgeuse in the constellation Orion and Aldebaran in the constellation 
Taurus are two examples of aging stars.  Betelgeuse is a red super giant that is destined to become a 
supernova.  Aldebaran, the eye of Taurus the Bull, is a orange-red giant that will end as a planetary nebula.  
Enjoy them while you can.  In a few million years, they will be gone. 

Start of Spring—The Sun will reach its March equinox on Saturday, March 20, marking the start of 
spring in the Northern Hemisphere and the start of autumn in the Southern Hemisphere.  The equinox marks 
the moment the Sun crosses the Celestial Equator.  In 2007, the equinox took place on March 21.  This rarely 
occurs and won’t happen again until the year 2101.  Wait for it! 

More Daylight—Daylight Savings Time (DST) will start on March 14 when we set our clocks one hour 
ahead.  DST is not considered a good for stargazing.  By the middle of summer DST means that it doesn’t 
become dark enough to see the Milky Way until 10 p.m. or later. 

Galaxies Galore—By about 9 p.m. throughout March, Ursa Major, Leo, and the western edge of the 
Virgo Galaxy Cluster are high enough in the eastern sky to yield great views with a big telescope.  With an 
8-inch or larger scope, look for M81 and M82 just above the Big Dipper.  Look east of Regulus in Leo for M65 
and M66.  And in the northeastern sky find M51, the famous Whirlpool Galaxy. 

Lunar X Challenge—About 7 a.m. on March 21, during the Moon’s first-quarter phase on a7.8-day 
waxing Moon the rising Sun along the edge of the terminator will briefly illuminate the walls of three 
craters—Blanchinus, La Caille, and Purbach—to create a bright Lunar X.  Purbach is located in the Moon’s 
southwest quarter.  See if you can spot the X. 

The Winter Albireo—Sky & Telescope columnist Fred Schaaf suggests looking in the constellation Canis 
Major for the star 145 Canis Majoris, which can be split to reveal an orange giant with a greenish-blue 
companion 27 arc seconds apart.  You can find the pair at RA 07h 16m 36.8s and DEC -23° 18´ 56". 

 Intergalactic Wanderer—If you have a good 4.5-inch or larger scope, see if you can spot globular 
cluster NGC 2419 in the constellation Lynx.  NGC 2419 was once known as the “Intergalactic Wanderer” 
because it is almost 300,000 light years from the center of our galaxy.  The cluster, which is part of the Milky 
Way’s galactic halo, contains about one million stars spread across a distance of 400 light years.  NGC 2419 is 
located in our galactic halo out past the Magellanic Clouds and takes three billion years to orbit the Milky Way 
just once.  If you have an equatorial mount or capability, you can find NGC 2419 at RA 07h 38m 08.51s and 
DEC +38° 52' 54.9ˮ. 

 Mini-Facts—According to Sky & Telescope, the Asteroid Belt located in a narrow band between Mars 
and Jupiter contains less than 5 percent of the mass of the Moon, and the average distance between asteroids 
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is 600,000 miles.  Four asteroids—Ceres, Pallas, Vesta, and Hygiea contain 55 percent of the main asteroid 
belt’s mass. 

Orion Nebula—March will still be a good time to see the constellation Orion and the famous Orion 
Nebula.  By the end of the month, Orion will sink lower and lower in the west until it is no longer visible. 

 Wide Field Objects—If you have astronomy binoculars, or a wide field scope on low power, look for 
great views of Pleiades in the constellation Taurus, the Beehive Cluster in Cancer, and the Double Cluster in 
Perseus. 

 Castor in the Twins—Castor in the constellation Gemini is a triple star, two of which can be seen in a 
backyard telescope.  It’s twin Pollux is a single star that appears to be in the process of forming planets. 

 Gigante Rossa—The term “red giant” sounds a bit exotic and romantic in another language.  The 
carbon star W Orionis in the constellation Orion is a beautiful drop of red in the night sky.  It’s an example of 
an aging star that has dredged up carbon from its interior into its atmosphere, where it absorbs blue light and 
makes the star look red.  W Orionis can be found at RA 05h 05m 23.71 and DEC+01°10`39.5. 

-end- 
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PHOTO GALLERY 
A Little Martian humor from Dave Nuti! 

 
 

A Series From Dave Watkins 
Dave Watkins 

 
Virgo Cluster 

Had an extra 4+ hours after the seagull nebula so I aimed the scope into 
the virgo cluster.  There are 46 galaxies in this image. 
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IC 2118 Witch head nebula 

Started this one on January 9th.  January 15th I got 10 minutes worth of 
images.  January 23rd I got a few hours more, as well as on the 30th.  

Got some more time on Febuary 3rd, then on the 7th. All together I got a 
little over 10 hours with the luminance filter, 3 hours with the blue 

filter, 3 hours with green, and 2 hours of red.  About 18 hours worth.  
The last of the images I had to shoot under a bright moon.  This is the 

first image with my new ASI1600MM camera.  I think this looks more like 
Godzilla than a witch head. 
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IC 2177 (SH2-292) Seagull Nebula 
Compared to the Witch head nebula, I got this in the blink of an eye!  

Only 6 hours worth and all in one night!  3 hours with the Ha filter and 
1 hour each of red, green, and blue.  I really like how the open 

clusters NGC 2335 and NGC 2343 add to the image on the left shoulder and 
on the left side of the chest. 

 
 
 

Series From Alan Studt 
(On Mission to Arizona!) 

Info... 
 

 
AZ Star Trail 02 

Taken between 4:30 - 6:00 am 
225, 20 second shots 

ISO 8000, f2.8 , 14mm 
Nikon D810 

Post-processed in Sequator and Photoshop 
Elgin, AZ 

31.523836, -110.476318 
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Milky Way panorama 
4 horizontal sections - each made of 10 images stacked in Sequator 

Taken between 5:30 - 5:52 am - Sunrise is at 7 am 
20 seconds, ISO 8000, f2.8, 20mm 

Nikon D850 
The mountain is the Huachuca Range (wah-CHEW-kah). 

Elgin, AZ 
31.523836, -110.476318 

 

 
 

Galactic Center 01 
13 images stacked in Sequator 

Taken at 4:45 am - Sunrise is at 7 am 
20 seconds, ISO 8000, f2.8, 30mm 

Nikon D850 
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The mountain is the Huachuca Range (wah-CHEW-kah). 
Elgin, AZ 

31.523836, -110.476318 
 
 
 

 
Galactic Center 04 

6 images stacked in Sequator 
Taken at 6:00 am - Sunrise is at 7 am 
20 seconds, ISO 8000, f2.8, 30mm 

Nikon D850 
The mountain is the Huachuca Range (wah-CHEW-kah). 

Elgin, AZ 
31.523836, -110.476318 
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Summer Triangle 

19 images stacked in Sequator 
Taken around 4:45 am - Sunrise is at 7 am 

10 seconds, ISO 10,000, f 3.5, 28mm 
Nikon D850 
Catalina, AZ 

32.472981, -110.909577 
 
 

 
Kitt Peak 

A couple shots taken from the car as we were passing by on Highway 86. 
 

For more awesome pics from Alan’s “mission” to Arizona (ok, actually a vacation!), please go to Alan’s 
website 

 https://www.flickr.com/photos/alanstudt/albums/72157718464090577 
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 MONTHLY CONSTELLATION SPOTLIGHT 

 
March 2021 Monthly Constellation Spotlight: Gemini (GEM) 
By: Trevor Braun 
 
Constellation: Gemini 

Bordered by: Monoceros and Canis Minor (south), Cancer (east), Auriga and Lynx (north), Taurus (west) 

Notable Named Stars: (magnitude) 
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α Castor: (1.6); appears blue-white to naked-eye but actually comprises six stars 52 light years from Earth 

β Pollux: (1.14); orange giant star 34 light years from Earth 

Messier Objects: Perseus contains 2 Messier objects  

M35: Open cluster (5) with an area of roughly .2 square degrees (appears the same size as the full moon). 

Notable NGC Objects: 

NGC 2392/Eskimo Nebula: Planetary Nebula (9.2); contains a 10th magnitude central star that is visible within 
the disk of the nebula with a telescope. 

Abell 21/Medusa Nebula: Planetary Nebula (15.99); very low surface brightness 

 

 

 IMPORTANT INFORMATION: USE OF LASER POINTERS 
BE CAREFUL WHEN USING LASER POINTERS 
Fellow Members...Here is some useful information and guidelines about the safe use of green 
laser pointers courtesy of our friends in the Chagrin Valley Astronomical Society  (CVAS). 
 
 https://www.rasc.ca/sites/default/files/GLP_Brochure_v.3_copy_2.pdf 
 
--Bill Murmann 
Past President 
 
 

 FOR SALE OR TRADE 
From Jim Gulford: 

CAA Members: I've added one of my personal scopes to the website's "Swap Shop" page. I 
hope this will also appear in the next issue of The Observer.... 
 
For Sale: Meade 390 refractor telescope in excellent condition. This trusty, classic would 
be a terrific first astronomical telescope, a grab-and-go, or even a finder telescope on a truly 
large instrument. The Meade 390 is an achromat with a 90mm objective, 1,000mm F.L., 
making it f/11. Going with the scope are its mounting rings, tiny original finder, star diagonal, 
and a nice 25mm eyepiece. Price: $75. The original alt/az mount/tripod was terrible and 

https://www.rasc.ca/sites/default/files/GLP_Brochure_v.3_copy_2.pdf
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discarded long ago. An upgraded Orion SkyView Pro mount and tripod are available 
separately. The tripod is sturdy and in excellent condition providing a steady view through 
the 390. An extension tube was added to raise the telescope for easy viewing of objects high 
above the horizon and is easily removed if not needed. The SkyView Pro mount is equipped 
with an electric clock drive (not go-to) on the R.A. only. Comes with battery pack. Price: 
$225. Local pickup preferred. James Guilford: guilford.james@gmail.com 
 
From Trevor Braun: 

I was cleaning out my garage the past weekend and came across this piece of equipment 
that needs a good home. It is a sturdy tripod with an O'Connor fluid head that I picked up a 
few years ago from a friend who owned a video production studio which was closing. It was 
originally used as a tripod and mount for video cameras, and my intent was to utilize it as a 
grab-and-go mount for a small telescope; however, the mounting screw is larger than 1/4"-20 
and I never got around to developing a solution (I'm sure this is some industry standard and 
there is probably an adapter). This is very sturdy, and while well-used, everything appears to 
be in good working order from my point of view. It has a smooth motion head, extendible 
legs, feet which can transition between rubber pads (indoor) and metal spikes (outdoor), and a 
built in level. This was serious, professional-grade equipment when it was in use.  It also 
comes with a heavy-duty carrying case. Please contact me if interested 
(braunth7@gmail.com or 440-823-6276). I'd like to get $75, which is under what I paid for it, 
but am open to reasonable offers. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Trevor 

 

mailto:guilford.james@gmail.com
mailto:braunth@gmail.com
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From Doug Horne 

Doug Horne is a club member who joined about a year ago. Here are two ads for 
brand new telescopes!  Note: his 14” Dob which was listed last month has been 
sold! 

Orion Atlas 10" Newtonian Telescope with Equatorial Mount and Go-To GPS: Brand new 
telescope, not yet used.  Padded canvas cover made by Orion for telescope tube a free 
bonus, at no extra charge.  Selling for $1,300.00 (a $600 discount).  Contact Douglas 
Horne at 440-783-1987, or by e-mail at douglashorne112263@gmail.com 
 
Celestron 10" Advanced Newtonian Telescope (Model C10-N) with GPS Equatorial 
Mount: Brand new telescope, not yet used.  Padded canvas cover custom-made for 
telescope tube a free bonus, at no extra charge.  Selling for $1,200.00 (a $400 
discount).  Contact Douglas Horne at 440-783-1987, or by e-mail 
at douglashorne112263@gmail.com   

The "why" is a long story, not worth getting into.  But all three instruments are pristine, 
have never seen first light, and are stored in a climate-controlled storage locker. 
 

  

mailto:douglashorne112263@gmail.com
mailto:douglashorne112263@gmail.com
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 SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 
Editor’s note: 
I missed copying part of last month’s minutes. Here below is the corrected full version followed by the 
minutes for our February meeting! Sorry! 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: January 11, 2021 7:30 PM 
 
                                                                                                                       
Volume 50  Issue 2 
FEBRUARY 2021 
President Announcements: 
Updated membership on future speakers and upcoming events 
Medina County Parks requested that we cancel our May star party. 
 
Speaker: Matt Franduto sharing his celestial photography photos and 2021 calendar. 
 
Business Meeting: 
President’s Report (Trevor Braun): 

I. Treasurer’s information stands as published in The Observer. 
II. Secretary’s report stands as published in The Observer. 
III. Thank you to Bill Murman for serving as President for 10 years. 

       IV.           Priorities for 2021: 
-Modernization 
-Membership engagement 
-Partnership with other like-minded groups in community. 
       V. Board meetings will be changed to the Wednesday prior to scheduled general meetings at  
7:00 PM. Contact Trevor if you would like to attend. 
       VI. The club is working on finalizing an electronic payment program for dues. 
       VII. We have 3 new club web addresses: Info@Cuyastro.org, President@Cuyastro.org and one for The 
Observer. 
       VIII. Club purchased a Zoom subscription for the next year. Would like to open meetings to guests and 
visitors; Also, to live stream meetings for club members that are unable to attend a meeting when we are again 
meeting in person. 
        IX. Overnight permits: Medina County Parks-Approved. Please call ranger before going out. Permit 
not yet received from the Cleveland Metroparks. Still in progress. 
        X. Can get discounted magazine memberships through CAA for Sky and Telescope & Astronomy. 
Trevor will outline details in an e-mail. 
        XI. Open positions:  
-The Observer Editor, Tim Campbell, agreed to continue in the short term, until a replacement has been found. 
Also Looking for members to submit articles for The Observer. 
-Speakers committee 
-Observatory Director. Jay Reynolds will continue until a replacement is found. 

mailto:President@Cuyastro.org
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       XII. The Board unanimously voted to make Paul Leopold and Bill Murman honorary lifetime members. 
They will have lifetime memberships.  
       XIII. The Annual Bill Murman Award was created to honor Bill Murman’s outstanding service and 
dedication to CAA. It will be bestowed upon one member annually for club engagement. Their name will be put 
on the plaque which will be in the CAA observatory. 
         
Social Media update (Frank Shoemaker): Word Press was purchased and will give us the ability to integrate pay 
pal and other features. Also, Frank is working to reactivate Facebook for CAA to engage more people in the 
club, however he is having difficulty accessing it. If anyone knows who created the CAA Facebook page, please 
contact Frank Shoemaker. 
 
Observatory update (Jay Reynold): Telescope available to borrow- Meade 10” Dobsonian. Contact Jay Reynolds 
if interested. 
 
Old Business: None 
 
New Business: None 
 
Observations: None 
 
Meeting Adjourned 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Gale Franko 

*** 
 
Secretary’s Report  
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
Board Meeting Minutes: February 3, 2021   7:30 PM 
 
Old Business 

I. Trevor continues to work with Medina and Cleveland Metro Parks to obtain overnight sky viewing 
permits. 

II. Pay Pal account has been set up to accept club dues electronically.  Trevor will speak with Jim to 
make some final tweaks before using. 

III. Will schedule monthly private star parties during New Moon phases.                                     
Will put a calendar of all club events, including private star parties in The Observer.  

IV. *Clarification-Members can go into Letha House unless there is an event booked by another 
group. However, members can ALWAYS view in the park, even if there is a Letha House event. 
Trevor will clarify with Medina Parks if Letha House is open (Covid) and if we can use our 
observatory during a Letha House event. 

V. Frank created a new CAA page on Facebook. This will be used to announce meetings, speakers and 
events. He requests that we share photos and “like” the page. Dave Nutti has a CAA Face Book 
page for club members only.  There is a contact form on the CAA website where someone visiting 
can ask questions. 
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VI. Trevor to send survey to membership. 
VII. Gale will mail The Observer to those who still need/request it. 
VIII. The Avon Schools event will not be held this year due to Covid. 
IX. Jay will contact the City of Lakewood to see if they are planning to have the Summer Solstice event 

at Lakewood Park this year. 
X. Jim will send club roster, with member contact information, to Board members. 
XI. AstroZap donated a Meade Reflecting Telescope, 2 equatorial mounts complete with weights, and 

4 10# counterweights. These will be used as door prizes for a club event. 
 
New Business: 

I. Medina County Parks moved our CCA event from June 19, 2021 to June 26, 2021. 
II. Public Sky Parties will start between 8-9 pm depending on the time of year. We will have 

designated club members available beforehand to help the public with their telescopes prior to 2 
of our scheduled Sky Parties. 

III. CAA now has its own Zoom line. Will put Zoom link and club events/meetings on Facebook, CAA 
calendar and Night Sky Network. Use a consistent Zoom link for now. 
Someone will host all CAA Zoom meetings (now open to the public) and manage problematic 
issues.  Will use proper default settings such as forced muting and turning off videos.  Can make 
meetings private for members-only, if needed. 

IV. Summer events at Letha House with be held rain or shine by request of the Medina County Parks. 
Someone will be designated to be at each scheduled event and be responsible to have a 
presentation ready in case of rain.   

V. *Save the date: July 30, 2021 at Letha House. Picnic vs. a convention with vendors, 
demonstrations, workshops, presentations (and food, of course). To be discussed. 

VI. Lunar eclipse on May 26, 2021. Peak 6:03 am.                                                                            
Solar eclipse on June 10, 2021 at 6:05 am. Will coordinate with Jay to make the Solar eclipse a club 
event. 

VII. Trevor to investigate setting up a club field trip to Cherry Springs, PA (a nice dark sky site) on May 
6-9, 2021. More details to come. 

VIII. Next Board meeting scheduled for 3/3/2021 at 7:30pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gale Franko, Secretary 
 
FEBRUARY MEETING NOTES 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: February 8, 2021 7:30 PM 
 

President Announcements: 
-Updated membership on future speakers and upcoming events 
-NASA Night Sky Network. You can watch coverage of the Mars Perseverance landing starting at 2:00 PM EST 
on February 18 at nasa.gov/nasalive. 
-Public star party scheduled for June 26 at Letha House.  
 
Speaker: Geoffrey A. Landis- Mars Past and Future. 
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Business Meeting: 
President’s Report (Trevor Braun): 

I. Treasurer’s information stands as published in The Observer. 
II. Secretary’s report stands as published in The Observer. 

 
Old Business:    

III. Overnight permits: Medina County Parks-Approved. Must call in advance. Please call ranger before 
going out. Permit not yet received from the Cleveland Metroparks. Still in progress.  

IV. Looking for members to submit articles for the Observer. 
V. Need volunteers to be on the Speakers Committee. 
VI. Will send out info on updated discount pricing for Sky and Telescope magazine 

 
New Business: 

VII. Trevor will send out tentative listing of events known for the next year. 
VIII. Will make meetings public on Zoom. Feel free to pass out link.  
IX. The Board will be sending out a membership survey to club members to assist in making 

improvements in the club. 
X. Annual convention scheduled for July 30th. Details to follow.  
XI. Will start having private star parties for club members only. Looking at New Moon weekends. Will 

send out specific dates. 
XII. June 10th-a short solar eclipse on sunrise. Club is planning an informal get together. More details to 

follow. 
XIII. Would like to plan a club trip to Cherry Springs, PA May 6-9, 2021. Dark sky site. Let Trevor know if 

you are interested at President@Cuyastro.org.   
XIV. Frank Shoemaker-social media update: Shared what Facebook page looks like. Requests that club 

members “like” the page. Would like to increase engagement with the club and attract younger 
members. Club members are encouraged to make posts. Will add club events. 

XV. Observations given. 
Meeting Adjourned 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Gale Franko, Secretary 
 
 
 

  

mailto:%20President@Cuyastro.


MARCH 2021  Volume 50 Issue 3 
 

25 
 

 TREASURERS REPORT 
CAA Financial Report Feb-21 
Beginning Bank Bal. 7,450.32 
Beginning Petty Cash 408.65 
Total Beginning Cash 7,858.97 

  
Income - Bank  
Memberships 50.00 
Prepaid Magazine Subscriptions 32.95 
Interest 0.06 
Donations  
Misc. 28.83 

  
Income - Petty Cash  
  
Expenses - Bank  
CAA Newsletter & Copies 21.51 
CAA Website  
Annual P.O. Box Rental   
Magazine Expense  
Misc. 27.25 

  
Expenses - Petty Cash  
  
Net Bank 7,513.40 
Net Petty Cash 408.65 
Total 7,922.05 
Jim Bartell, Treasurer  
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 CLUB CONTACTS 
 

Contact CAA:    info@cuyastro.org 
President:  
Trevor Braun president@cuyastro.org 
Vice President:  
Dave Nuti   
Editor of the Observer:  
Tim Campbell     observer@cuyastro.org  
Treasurer: 
Jim Bartell 
Secretary: 
Gale Franko 
CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford info@cuyastro.org 
 
Members at Large: 
Kai Getrost                 
Frank Shoemaker  
Jay Reynolds 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds  
Hospitality: 
Rich and Nancy Whisler 
Education Director: 
Nora Mishey 

  

mailto:info@cuyastro.org
mailto:president@cuyastro.org
mailto:observer@cuyastro.org
mailto:info@cuyastro.org
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 CAA 2021 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
2021 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

 
Date: __/__/__ 
Name:________________________________________________________ 
Address:______________________________________________________ 
City:_____________________________ State:__ ______ Zip Code: ________ 
Phone:_________________ E-Mail:_________________________________ 
 

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 
E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 
Membership Level: __ $10 Student  __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family        $___.__ 
 
The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website, 
www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00          $___.__ 
 
Magazine Subscriptions: 
PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 
 
Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00            $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
 
Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $43.95              $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 

 
 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.__  

 
 
How did you hear about us? ______________________________________ 
 
 
 
Please make checks payable to:  Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
      P.O. Box 868 
      North Olmsted, OH 44070 
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