
APRIL 2021  Volume 50 Issue 4 
 

1 
 

 

 

 

A Publication of The Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
PO Box 868, North Olmsted, OH 44070 
CAA Homepage: http://www.cuyastro.org 

MEMBER OF NASA / JPL 
 

 

TIMOTHY R. CAMPBELL, EDITOR 

EDITOR’S CORNER 
Hello CAA fellow members! 

Once again, into the breach! Spring has sprung, the air is warming, and of course clouds and rain to make 
Northeast Ohio the Mecca for trying to observe the night skies through water! 

Ok, it really isn’t all that horrible! Our good buddy Dave Watkins is still able to generate some 
astounding photos! Check his work out in our PHOTO GALLERY. 

Now, just for information sake, folks, I can always use material for the Newsletter. Your pictures, 
observations, and thoughts are needed to make this publication both entertaining and useful to the 
membership! 

Please submit any such materials to OBSERVER@CUYASTRO.ORG. Deadline for publication is the 
Thursday before our monthly meeting—which of course is always the SECOND MONDAY OF EACH 
MONTH except for December. We feast and frolic in December! 

For now, enjoy, and please keep looking up! (Except when walking or crossing the street!) 

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
Fellow astronomers, 
 
Over the past month, CAA’s leadership has been busy planning for the future. Here are a few highlights of 
upcoming events and changes to look forward to: 
 
The club’s unofficial outing to Cherry Springs in north-central Pennsylvania is less than a month away. A general 
information session was held back on March 22nd. A recording of the presentation has been made available on 
the club’s members only Facebook page, and should contain all the information you need to know if you’re 
interested in attending. 
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Electronic dues payments are live, and I estimate we have had close to 20 renewals and/or new memberships 
processed through the system over the past month. This new payment method will make it easier for people to 
remit their dues, and provides the option for credit card payments instead of only accepting cash or check. 
 
The club’s first public event at Letha House is still scheduled for June 26th from 8:00-10:00 PM. As always, we 
appreciate a strong member presence at these events since they are typically well attended by the public. 
 
CAA’s public-facing and members-only Facebook pages have been established, and are growing. At the time 
this was written almost one-third of our dues-paying members have engaged with the members-only website, 
and 44 people have engaged with our public-facing page. Building an active community on Facebook is the 
easiest way for us to reach new audiences and grow our organization, so I would encourage everyone to 
increase their engagement with those sites. Furthermore, the board is in agreement that the members-only 
Facebook page will be the target replacement for CAA’s outdated e-mail distribution list. We have not 
identified a date for this, but it is coming. More information will be forthcoming. 
 
Finally, I contacted our representative at the Cleveland Metroparks this past week in order to determine when 
we would be permitted to resume our live meetings at the Rocky River Nature Center. At this time, Cleveland 
Metroparks still does not have a plan for live meetings to resume. Fortunately, attendance at our Zoom 
meetings has been increasing. 
 
Wishing you clear skies, 
 
Trevor Braun 
President, CAA 

 

 PAYING DUES IN THE 21ST CENTURY 

From Trevor:  

I am pleased to announce that CAA is now able to accept electronic dues payments through 
our website via PayPal. Many thanks to Jim Guilford and Frank Shoemaker, who made this 
functionality possible. In order to make an electronic payment, you must have an active 
PayPal account, which is free and secure. PayPal reports having over 192 million active 
users, and is utilized by businesses and individuals around the world to process electronic 
payments. You may view their privacy and security policies on their 
website: https://www.paypal.com/us/webapps/mpp/paypal-safety-and-security 
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In order to pay your dues electronically, please navigate to the “Membership” area of our 
website (cuyastro.org/membership/) and scroll to the bottom. There you will see the option to 
make a payment for each of the 3 membership tiers we offer. Simply click on  “Pay with 
PayPal” next to the membership tier you wish to purchase, and follow the on-screen prompts 
to make your payment. You will be able to pay with all major credit cards, or can link your 
bank account. In all cases, all transactions are handled via PayPal and CAA does not have 
access to any of your credit card, bank account, or personal information. The membership 
prices are also increased slightly to account for a small processing fee. 

  

After completing your payment a receipt will be sent to your personal e-mail, and a 
notification will be sent to CAA. Within a few days you will receive an acknowledgement 
from president@cuyastro.org, along with a fillable pdf membership form. Please fill out the 
form and return it. It will then be forwarded to our Treasurer, who will record the membership 
and mail a membership card. 

  

This process has a lot of steps right now, and I anticipate we will look to streamline it for next 
year. In the meantime, this will offer us greater capabilities when it comes to recruiting new 
members or providing greater options to members who do not have a checkbook. 

  

Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 

  

Trevor Braun 

President, CAA 

 

 MORE FROM THE PRESIDENT REGARDING DUES 
Editor’s Note: this is reprinted from the email Trevor sent to the club on April 1 (NOT an April Fools 
joke!) 

Good morning CAA members:  
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Electronic dues payments have been active for roughly a month now and I’m glad to say that we have had 
several people successfully use that system to submit their payments. This morning, I received an 
updated roster from Treasurer Jim Bartell detailing payment status for everyone. As of today, only 65% 
of last year’s members have renewed for 2021, meaning we stand to lose roughly 1/3rd of our 
membership. Beyond simply wanting to grow the club and extend our reach, this also has financial 
implications regarding keeping our club up and running; specifically, maintaining the hefty liability 
insurance coverage required by the Medina County Park District and Cleveland Metroparks in order for 
us to hold our program and observe after-hours. If you have not yet renewed your membership for 2021, 
I encourage you to do so right away either by mailing a check and membership form to our address (P.O. 
Box 868, North Olmsted, OH 44070), or utilizing our electronic payment method on our website 
(https://cuyastro.org/membership/).  

Typically around the start of the year we do a scrub of the e-mail listing, distribution for The 
Observer, etc., to eliminate members who have not renewed their membership. We will plan to do so at 
the end of this month, so please get your dues in as soon as possible in order to ensure your benefits carry 
forward.  

Consequently, I realize this has been a difficult year for all of us. If you are having trouble paying your 
dues please contact me privately and we can discuss options.  

Respectfully,  

Trevor Braun 

President, CAA 

 

 CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OBSERVER 
Members and Contributors! 

Up until now, I have had to cull the email threads for material. But now we have a 
dedicated email address for the Observer!  Please use this address for pictures, articles, 
comments, and basically anything you would like to see published in our newsletter. 

Observer@cuyastro.org 

 

I will still glance through the email threads, but no guarantees that I will spot everything. 
Send over to the above email address and I am certain to see it! 

Tim Campbell, Editor 

 EMAIL ADDRESSES AND TECHNICAL UPDATES 

From Trevor: 
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I wanted to make you all aware that the club leadership decided to move forward with some 
technological upgrades.  

First and foremost, we have created two official club email 
addresses: president@cuyastro.org and info@cuyastro.org. I (Trevor Braun) have access to 
the President account, and various people will have access to the information (Webmaster, 
Social Media Director) account. These accounts will transfer every time a new board is 
seated, as to retain any important correspondence, and will also simplify our correspondence 
with external parties and organizations. The expense associated with adding these accounts is 
small, and we may look to add more in the future if deemed necessary (perhaps for the editor 
of The Observer, etc.)  

Please feel free to contact me directly at president@cuyastro.org at your leisure or as you 
deem necessary.  

Secondly, prior to today the club has been borrowing Member-at-Large, Observatory 
Director, and local celebrity Jay Reynolds’ Zoom line for our board and general membership 
meetings. The club has now purchased its own Zoom subscription, and I expect the transition 
to using our own account to occur soon. There is an annual fee associated with this; however, 
the board has determined that this tool will add value to our organization in the pandemic 
environment, but will also enhance our ability to reach audiences once we return to live 
meetings via providing the option to live stream out meetings publicly. Currently, we are not 
receiving much publicity for our monthly meetings, if any. Now that the club has procured its 
own Zoom account, we plan to begin increasing marketing of our club’s events. Our club’s 
mission is, “…to promote the study of astronomy and allied sciences, and to foster a public 
interest in astronomical subjects…”. Adding this capability and retaining it into the future 
will strongly enhance our ability to carry out that mission.  

Finally, someone will be sending out attendance information for next week’s meeting in the 
near future. If we can get the new account set up in time, we will utilize that; however I don’t 
want to rush it and risk running into any bugs.  

Clear skies (haha),  

Trevor Braun, President 

Editor’s Note: 

As well, please send photos, articles and comments meant for publication in the Observer to 
Observer@cuyastro.org.  Thanks! 
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Tim 

 

 CLEVELAND METROPARKS PERMITS 
From Trevor:  

Our overnight permit for the Cleveland Metroparks system has been approved. There have been some 
changes to the instructions we received from the Metroparks police, so I am sending them along for your 
reference:  

In order for Cuyahoga Astronomical Association to conduct programs/star gazing the following 
guidelines must be followed:  

* Permission to stay in approved areas of the park after hours for this activity requires 
notification/approval of Police at least 24 hours prior to activity call Police Dispatch at 440-331-5530 
AND email police@clevelandmetroparks.com 

* Please note display of CAA Membership Card is to be placed in window. 

* Certificate of insurance required from Cuyahoga Astronomical Association. 

* Permit holder is responsible for any violations and damage to park property. 

 Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

 Trevor Braun 

President, CAA 

 

CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
From Trevor Braun, President: 
Good evening everyone, 
  
As promised at tonight’s meeting, here is the current schedule for this summer’s 
public events. Please keep in mind this may change at the request of our hosts, the 
Medina County Park District. 
  
June 26th, 8:00-10:00 PM 
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July 17th, 8:00-10:00 PM 
August 14th, 9:00-11:00 PM 
September 18th, 9:00-11:00 PM 
October 2nd, 8:00-10:00 PM 
  
Also, our Annual Convention is scheduled for Saturday, July 31st (I may have 
misspoke and said the 30th at the meeting.) 
  
Trevor 
 
From the Editor: 
 
All In-Person Calendar Events going into 2021 at least through March have been 
cancelled due to the Coronavirus. Private gatherings are still permitted at Letha 
House, thanks to the Medina Park System! Just be sure to call the Rangers before 
going out! 
 
Reminder: our observatory is located in the Medina County Park District's 
Letha House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. OH 44256. 
 

 

 
 
SPEAKERS PROGRAM: 
Monthly meetings feature a speaker followed by our club business 
meeting. Vice President Dave Nuti is in charge of our speakers program 
and below is the current lineup! 
We will be holding our meetings online via Zoom.com. Please send 
inquiries for access to our meetings to info@cuyastro.org! 
 
 

Update on our Speaker Program 

2021 
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April 12, 2021 

7:30PM Virtual via Zoom 

Joe Kolecki, NASA Scientist, Retired 

“Physics and Experience, it’s all relative!” 

Joe: I am mostly going to focus on observable effects. The merging of physics and 
geometry will be approached from the perspective that scientific facts arise from 
measurement  (metros, Gk.) and that time and space measurements are 
interconnected in relativity through the speed of light. Thus united, time and space 
can be dealt with as geometry. 

Joe Kolecki is an aerospace engineer, retired from NASA in 2006. His work included 
developing orbital flight systems for generating and processing electrical power in 
space. He has worked in the US and abroad on flight systems for Earth orbit and for 
interplanetary exploration. He also identified and developed mitigation strategies for 
electrostatic charging of vehicles and astronauts moving about and working of the 
surface of Mars. Mr. Kolecki is happily married with three grown sons and eight 
grandchildren. He enjoys teaching, public speaking, and tutoring individual students. 
He is also a musician and part time composer/arranger. His interest in relativity came 
about early in life when he discovered an article on Einstein and set out to see what his 
work was all about. Relativity became a life-long passion and he has written books on 
the mathematics involved with the theory. His aim is not only to work the equations but 
mentally to “see” what they are doing by finding down-to-Earth examples. 

 

May10, 2021 

7:30PM Virtual via Zoom 

Kelly Beatty, Senior Editor Sky & Telescope Magazine 
“Darkness in Distress” 
  
Light pollution, simply put, is any unnecessary or excessive outdoor illumination. Sadly, it’s 
become a pervasive and ugly consequence of modern 24/7 society. Light pollution robs us of the 
night sky’s beauty, negatively affects the ecosystem, and creates an in-your-face waste of energy. 
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But a new mindset and new technology are poised to slow — and perhaps reverse — this bane of 
modern life. Come learn how you can safely light up your home, business, and community without 
wasting energy, disturbing your neighbors, or creating an unhealthy environment for humans and 
wildlife. 
  
Kelly Beatty has been explaining the science and wonder of astronomy to the public since 1974. 
An award-winning writer and communicator, he is a Senior Editor for Cambridge-based Sky & 
Telescope magazine. Beatty enjoys sharing his passion for astronomy with a wide spectrum of 
audiences, from children to professional astronomers, and you'll occasionally hear his interviews 
and guest commentaries on National Public Radio and The Weather Channel. He served for a 
decade on the Board of Directors for the International Dark-Sky Association. 

June 14, 2021 

Virtual via Zoom 

Gary Kader, Member and Director Burrell Observatory 

Title and Details to follow, but Gary’s talk will deal with the satellites of Jupiter 
and Saturn! 

More information to come, but July will see Alan Studt and Gale Franko will give a 
talk about the Very Large Array (VLA), Alan will come back in November to 
discuss his recent trip to Dark Sky locations, and in January, 2022, we will have 
Matt Franduto showing his annual astronomy-based calendar. Many thanks to 
Dave Nuti for his efforts in securing new speakers!  

 ***** 
 
 
 

 

 

 CAA CLUB HISTORY 
 

Fellow members...I'd like to prepare a brief history of our club for possible 
use as a feature on our website.  CAA was established in 1957.  Can 
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anyone tell me who started the club and give me details about its history 
over the years? 
 
Some of our current long-time members include Gary Kader, Paul Leopold, 
Gus Waffen, and Mike Williams... 
 
If you'd like to help tell our history, please let me know. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
--Bill Murmann 
Past President 
 

 HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR APRIL SKIES 
Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine for help with this brief list of what-to-see in April. —by Bill Murmann. 

*   *   * 

Lyrids Meteor Shower—The Lyrids Meteor Shower is expected to start on April 16 and will peak after 
midnight on April 21 into the early morning hours of April 22. The waxing 9-day gibbous Moon won’t set until 
around 4 a.m. during the peak but shouldn’t make observing difficult.  Look toward the constellation Lyra and 
the bright star Vega in the northeastern sky around midnight.  Observers with good skies can expect to see 15 
to 25 meteors per hour travelling at about 110,000 mph. The Lyrids are known for producing fireballs and are 
one of the oldest known meteor showers dating back in records for 2,700 years.  They are the debris-trail 
product of Comet Thatcher, a long-period comet last seen in 1861 and not expected again until the year 2276. 

Planet Visibility This Month—According to Sky & Telescope, Mercury will be visible at dusk after April 
25 and Venus will be visible at dusk on April 18.  Mars will be visible from sunset until it sets after midnight.  
By mid-month, Saturn and Jupiter will be visible at dawn, rising in the east a few hours before sunrise. 

International Dark Sky Week—Celebration of International Dark Sky Week this year ends on Monday, 
April 12.  Hopefully, you had an opportunity to turn off outdoor lights and enjoy the starry sky from your own 
backyard.  Dark Sky Week will be held during the first week in April next year.  Our club is a member and 
supporter of the International Dark Sky Association. 

Vanishing Act—Look to the center-left in the middle of the constellation Corona Borealis to see the 
strange star R Cor Bor, a variable yellow giant that can shine at near naked-eye visibility for years and then 
suddenly fade to magnitude 14 or even fainter before brightening again.  R Cor Bor’s disappearing act is 
believed to be caused by a temporary buildup of carbon soot in the star’s atmosphere that is eventually cleared 
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away by radiation pressure from the star, only to build up again over time.  R Cor Bor can be found at RA 15h 
48m 34.4s and DEC +28° 09' 24.2". 

 Deep Sky Challenge—In you have a 10-inch or larger scope, see if you can observe the jet of light 
emanating from M87, a giant elliptical galaxy in the Virgo Galaxy Cluster.  Under the right conditions and 
magnification, the short relativistic streak of energetic plasma can be seen coming from the galaxy’s bright 
core.  Look for M87 at RA 12h 30m 49.4s and DEC +12° 23' 28". 

 Regulus Surprise—In the southwestern sky, find the constellation Leo the Lion.  Steady binoculars or 
a small telescope will show the bright star Regulus in Leo as a double star.  One star is 1st magnitude while its 
companion is only 8th magnitude.  Regulus, however, is actually composed of four stars in two pairs of 
doubles. 

Challenge Object—If you have a large Dob to explore Leo, see if you can spot the faint Leo Galaxy 
Cluster—also known as Hickson 44—located about halfway between the stars Zeta Leonis and Algieba along 
the constellation Leo’s Sickle asterism. The compact Leo Cluster is 300 million light years away and contains 70 
or more galaxies, although only four of them will be visible to amateur observers.  With an equatorial mount 
or a Go-To scope, you can find the Leo Galaxy Cluster at RA 11h 44m 36.5s and DEC 19° 45' 32". 

 Beehive Cluster—At this time of year, look for the constellation Cancer low in the western sky near the 
ecliptic to see M44 the beautiful Beehive Cluster.  You can often spot it naked-eye under good skies, but 
binoculars or a small telescope will show about 1,000 stars of various magnitudes.  Two planets were 
discovered around stars in the Beehive in 2012.  Ancient Chinese astronomers thought of M44 as a “pile of 
corpses” linked to a monster. The Beehive Cluster was one of the first objects observed by Galileo with his new 
telescope.  The Beehive is an open cluster that astronomers think may share a similar origin with the Hyades 
open cluster in the constellation Taurus.  

 Binocular Highlight—Sky & Telescope author Gary Seronik suggests checking the northeast section of 
the constellation Bootes to see a trio of double stars.  The most colorful pair is Nu Bootis, 5th magnitude stars 
that are orange and blue.  Bootes will be visible in our night sky until moving below the horizon by the end of 
August. 

 

 

-end- 
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PHOTO GALLERY 
A pair of pics from Dave Watkins: 

 

NGC 3628 The Hamburger Galaxy 

Total integration time 15 hours 48 minutes 

 

 

NGC 3718, NGC 3729, and Hickson 56 group 

Total integration time 20 hours. 
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 MONTHLY CONSTELLATION SPOTLIGHT 
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Image courtesy of Wikipedia 

 

April 2021 Monthly Constellation Spotlight: Leo (Leo) 
By: Trevor Braun 
 
Constellation: Leo 

Bordered by: Sextans, Ursa Major, Virco, Cancer 

Notable Named Stars: (magnitude) 

α Regulus: (1.34); blue-white main sequence star 77.5 light years from Earth. 

β Denebola: (2.23); blue-white star 36 light years from Earth; translates to “lion’s tail” 

Wolf 359: (13.5) Red dwarf star which is of the stars which is nearest to Earth at 7.8 light years. Also the site of 
a dramatic battle between the United Federation of Planets and the Borg in 2367. 

Messier Objects: Leo contains 5 messier objects  

M65: (10.25) Spiral galaxy roughly 35 million light-years away from Earth 

M66: (8.9) Spiral galaxy in Leo which is in close visual proximity to M65. 

M95: (11.4) Barred spiral galaxy roughly 33 million light-years away from Earth 

M96: (10.1) Spiral galaxy roughly 31 million light-years away from Earth 

M105: (10.2) Elliptical galaxy roughly 36.6 million light-years away from Earth 

Notable NGC Objects: 

NGC 3628: (10.2) a.k.a. The Hamburger Galaxy. Discovered by William Herschel in 1784, and forms the Leo 
Triplet along with M65 and M66. 

 

 

 IMPORTANT INFORMATION: USE OF LASER POINTERS 
BE CAREFUL WHEN USING LASER POINTERS 

Fellow Members...Here is some useful information and guidelines about the safe use of green 
laser pointers courtesy of our friends in the Chagrin Valley Astronomical Society  (CVAS). 
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 https://www.rasc.ca/sites/default/files/GLP_Brochure_v.3_copy_2.pdf 
 
--Bill Murmann 
Past President 
 

 

 FOR SALE OR TRADE 
From Jim Gulford: 

CAA Members: I've added one of my personal scopes to the website's "Swap Shop" page. I 
hope this will also appear in the next issue of The Observer.... 
 
For Sale: Meade 390 refractor telescope in excellent condition. This trusty, classic would 
be a terrific first astronomical telescope, a grab-and-go, or even a finder telescope on a truly 
large instrument. The Meade 390 is an achromat with a 90mm objective, 1,000mm F.L., 
making it f/11. Going with the scope are its mounting rings, tiny original finder, star diagonal, 
and a nice 25mm eyepiece. Price: $75. The original alt/az mount/tripod was terrible and 
discarded long ago. An upgraded Orion SkyView Pro mount and tripod are available 
separately. The tripod is sturdy and in excellent condition providing a steady view through 
the 390. An extension tube was added to raise the telescope for easy viewing of objects high 
above the horizon and is easily removed if not needed. The SkyView Pro mount is equipped 
with an electric clock drive (not go-to) on the R.A. only. Comes with battery pack. Price: 
$225. Local pickup preferred. James Guilford: guilford.james@gmail.com 
 
From Trevor Braun: 

I was cleaning out my garage the past weekend and came across this piece of equipment 
that needs a good home. It is a sturdy tripod with an O'Connor fluid head that I picked up a 
few years ago from a friend who owned a video production studio which was closing. It was 
originally used as a tripod and mount for video cameras, and my intent was to utilize it as a 
grab-and-go mount for a small telescope; however, the mounting screw is larger than 1/4"-20 
and I never got around to developing a solution (I'm sure this is some industry standard and 
there is probably an adapter). This is very sturdy, and while well-used, everything appears to 
be in good working order from my point of view. It has a smooth motion head, extendible 
legs, feet which can transition between rubber pads (indoor) and metal spikes (outdoor), and a 
built in level. This was serious, professional-grade equipment when it was in use.  It also 
comes with a heavy-duty carrying case. Please contact me if interested 
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(braunth7@gmail.com or 440-823-6276). I'd like to get $75, which is under what I paid for it, 
but am open to reasonable offers. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Trevor 

 

From Doug Horne 

Doug Horne is a club member who joined about a year ago. Here are two ads for 
brand new telescopes!  Note: his 14” Dob which was listed last month has been 
sold! 

Orion Atlas 10" Newtonian Telescope with Equatorial Mount and Go-To GPS: Brand new 
telescope, not yet used.  Padded canvas cover made by Orion for telescope tube a free 
bonus, at no extra charge.  Selling for $1,300.00 (a $600 discount).  Contact Douglas 
Horne at 440-783-1987, or by e-mail at douglashorne112263@gmail.com 
 
Celestron 10" Advanced Newtonian Telescope (Model C10-N) with GPS Equatorial 
Mount: Brand new telescope, not yet used.  Padded canvas cover custom-made for 
telescope tube a free bonus, at no extra charge.  Selling for $1,200.00 (a $400 
discount).  Contact Douglas Horne at 440-783-1987, or by e-mail 
at douglashorne112263@gmail.com   



APRIL 2021  Volume 50 Issue 4 
 

18 
 

The "why" is a long story, not worth getting into.  But all three instruments are pristine, 
have never seen first light, and are stored in a climate-controlled storage locker. 
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 SECRETARY’S REPORT 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: March 8, 2021 7:30 PM 

 
President Announcements:  
-Welcome to members and new visitors.  
-Reviewed CAA membership benefits, club website and Facebook pages. 
-There will be a NASA Night Sky webinar on March 23 at 9pm. Topic: What to expect from the James Webb 
telescope. 
-The first CAA telescope public viewing party will be held at Letha House on June 26 at 8pm. 
 
Speaker: Jeff Woytach, aerospace engineer, from NASA. Topic: Osiris-Rex Mission to Bennu. 
 
Business Meeting: 
Old Business:    
I. Financial statements and minute meetings are published in the Observer. 
II. Medina County night sky viewing: Please call the rangers prior to going out. Check Letha House to see if it is 
being rented out. Cleveland Metroparks: Please read e-mail from Trevor for details. 
III. June public event at Letha House scheduled for June 26.  
IV. Club membership survey e-mailed to club members. 34 responses received so far. Responses will help with 
CAA program development. Please complete if you have not yet done so.  
V. July 30th: annual convention at Letha House.  
VI. Private CAA star parties. Trevor will put a calendar together.  
VII. Solar Eclipse on June 10, 2021. Details to follow. 
VIII. Electronic Paypal for due payments will be in operation soon. 
IX. Cherry Springs outing. Good response received. Information session to be held on March 22 at 7:30 via 
Zoom. Information about this event can be found on the “members only” CAA Facebook page.  

 
New Business: 

I. E-mail received from the Medina County Park District legal department. They are changing to a 
formal lease agreement. Board to review. Please contact Trevor if you are a lawyer and willing to 
look over this form.  

II. Trevor was contacted by the Porter Public Library in Westlake. They would like to set up a 
partnership with CAA. The Library purchased a telescope for lending and would like guidance with 
this. 

III. Frank Shoemaker-CAA webmaster- discussed what Facebook is and why we are using it. There is 
also a CAA “members only” page. Need to request admission and an administrator will allow 
admittance. Frank will send out instructions on how to join this free service. Cherry Springs 
information will be in the “member’s only” Facebook page.  

IV. Observations shared. 
  
Meeting adjourned at 8:36 pm. 
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Next meeting to be held on Monday, April 12, 2021. Guest speaker: Joe Kolecki, retired physicist 
from NASA Glenn Research Center. Topic: Relativity and Space Exploration. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Gale Franko 

Secretary’s Report 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 

Board Meeting Minutes: April 7, 2021 7:30 PM 
 
Old Business 

I. Electronic Payments: Going well. Have had 20+ since activated, including some new members. 
Discussed to need to streamline the process. 

II. Private Star Parties: Trevor will set dates and notify membership. 
III. Mailed Observer Copies: The cost of mailing The Observer currently exceeds that which is charged 

to the club members receiving it. It was suggested to not increase the price for this year, but those 
receiving it will be made aware of a possible price increase for next year. Will table for now. 

IV. Club trip to Cherry Springs, PA: May 2021. Information session held on March 22. Recording posted 
to Facebook. Will monitor weather closer to date.  

V. Porter Library Program: Trevor has been in contact with library representative.  
2 goals: Partner with CAA for programs and help with creating a guidebook or video for table-top 
telescope lending. 

VI. Letha House Lease Agreement: Board to review lease agreement.  
VII. Facebook/Communication: Link for Cherry Springs is solely on Facebook. Facebook  

members are expanding.  Frank will do a 15-minute presentation at the next meeting on how to 
use Facebook and he is available for assistance. The plan is to move from e-mail to Facebook for 
club communications. No date set at this time. 

 
New Business: 

I. Partnerships: Trevor has been in contact with The Warren Rupp Observatory in Mansfield about a 
possible speaker and partnership. 

II. 2024 Eclipse: Jay to work with the Cleveland Metroparks and NASA. Suggested primary 
location-Edgewater. Possibly have another location as well, as this will be a very popular event. 
Letha House and Lakewood Park were mentioned. 

III. Solar Eclipse: October 2023. Jay will investigate finding a location where CAA can host an event. 
IV. Telescope Loaner Program: The CAA is in possession of telescopes that they would like to loan to 

club members. Will table until next meeting. 
V. Live meeting update: The Cleveland Metroparks is not yet permitting us to resume meetings at the 

Rocky River Reservation. No return date known.  Meetings will continue via Zoom. 
VI. E-Mail addresses: The President has been receiving e-mails intended for the Treasurer. Frank will 

create a Treasurer e-mail account.   
VII. Financial Reporting: The Board is aware of current expenses and the continuing need to balance 

the budget. Suggested shopping for new insurance.  
VIII. Observatory Spring Cleaning: Jay and a few volunteers will be cleaning the Observatory.  
IX. Dues: Dues have remained constant for many years. A potential increase was discussed. Will 

review bylaws to see if there are any guidelines that need to be followed. 
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Trevor to make a “State of the Club” presentation about this. He will put the information in The 
Observer and make a Zoom recording as well.  

X. International Dark Sky Week: Nora will post information on e-mail and Facebook. 
XI. Astro Activities: Jay and Gale will be presenting the activities of area astronomy clubs on 

“In the Sky”- WKYC. Will post taped segments on Facebook. 
 

Next Board meeting scheduled for 5/5/2021 at 7:30pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gale Franko, Secretary 

 
 
 

 TREASURER’S REPORT FOR APRIL 
CAA Financial Report Mar-21 
Beginning Bank Bal. 7,513.40 
Beginning Petty Cash 408.65 
Total Beginning Cash 7,922.05 

  
Income - Bank  
Memberships (checks) 80.00 
Memberships (PayPal) 159.88 
Prepaid Magazine Subscriptions 11.00 
Interest 0.06 
Donations  
Misc.  
  
Income - Petty Cash  
  
Expenses - Bank  
CAA Newsletter & Copies 16.55 
CAA Website  
Annual P.O. Box Rental   
Magazine Expense 43.95 
Misc.  
  
Expenses - Petty Cash  
  
Net Bank 7,703.84 
Net Petty Cash 408.65 

Total 8,112.49 

Jim Bartell, Treasurer 
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 CLUB CONTACTS 
 

Contact CAA:    info@cuyastro.org 

President:  

Trevor Braun president@cuyastro.org 

Vice President:  

Dave Nuti   

Editor of the Observer:  

Tim Campbell     observer@cuyastro.org  

Treasurer: 

Jim Bartell 

Secretary: 

Gale Franko 

CAA Webmaster: 

Jim Guilford info@cuyastro.org 

 

Members at Large: 

Kai Getrost                 

Frank Shoemaker  

Jay Reynolds 

Observatory Director: 

Jay Reynolds  

Hospitality: 

Rich and Nancy Whisler 

Education Director: 

Nora Mishey 
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 CAA 2021 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
2021 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

 
Date: __/__/__ 
Name:________________________________________________________ 
Address:______________________________________________________ 
City:_____________________________ State:__ ______ Zip Code: ________ 
Phone:_________________ E-Mail:_________________________________ 
 

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 
E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 
Membership Level: __ $10 Student  __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family        $___.__ 
 
The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website, 
www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00          $___.__ 
 
Magazine Subscriptions: 
PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 
 
Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00            $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
 
Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $43.95              $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 

 
 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.__  

 
 
How did you hear about us? ______________________________________ 
 
 
 
Please make checks payable to:  Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
      P.O. Box 868 
      North Olmsted, OH 44070 

 


