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 FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR 
Happy August, Fellow Members! 
Heat, little rain, and some very clear night-time skies are welcome along with a return to live events!  
We have lots of good stuff in this issue, including our usual features—Night Skies, Calendar of events, 
and President Trevor’s comments!  
Our own Suzie Dills was featured again in the news, this time in the Canton Repository’s new feature: 
“questions with…”  Link and info is below! Congrats, Suzie! 
We had our convention on July 31 and Trevor discusses that and we have a number of photos from the 
event below in the Photo Gallery! 
Monday will be our first live meeting in over a year. Info below. Hope you all can make it, but if not, it 
will also be available on Zoom! 
Now, just for information sake, folks, I can always use material for the Newsletter. Your pictures, 
observations, and thoughts are needed to make this publication both entertaining and useful to the 
membership! 
Please submit any such materials to OBSERVER@CUYASTRO.ORG. Deadline for publication is the 
Thursday before our monthly meeting—which of course is always the SECOND MONDAY OF EACH 
MONTH except for December. We feast and frolic in December! 
For now, enjoy, and please keep looking up! (Except when walking or crossing the street!) 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
mailto:OBSERVER@CUYASTRO.ORG
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
Fellow astronomers, 
 
CAA has had an active observing season this year. So far, both of our public events at Letha House had 
more than 30 guests, and we great attendance at our annual OTAA convention this past weekend. I 
want to thank some people who were critical to the success of this event: 
 
Nora Mishey for her help in setting up the facility and cleaning up after dinner. 
Gale Franko for soliciting door prizes for the raffle, and also preparing the facility for the event. 
Tim Campbell for providing the sausages and buns through Five Star Meats. 
Jim Bartell for manning the door and selling raffle tickets. 
Jay Reynolds for leading observatory training. 
Rich Whistler for being grill master. 
Frank Shoemaker, Dave Watkins, Alan Studt, and Dan L. for making personal contributions to the 
raffle. 
 
On August 7th (which for me right now is in the future, but for you reading this will be in the past), 
CAA is partnering with Eddie Bauer and Crocker Park in Westlake for an event geared at getting 
people excited about spending time outdoors at night time. Although Crocker Park may not be 
conducive to astronomical observations, the event promises to offer CAA great exposure, and we will 
be providing flyers with the dates and location for our remaining public events to drive greater 
attendance. 
 
At this time, I still have not received any further details pertaining to our return to live meetings at the 
Rocky River Nature Center; however, the club is testing the waters with a live meeting for August in a 
rental space which is available at Nora Mishey’s condo complex. Our intent is to continue streaming 
the meetings via Zoom for our members and guests who are unable to attend in person. At first, we 
will be borrowing equipment, but CAA plans to purchase a webcam and laptop so that we can 
continue to provide streaming service into the future. I have been so pleased to see some of our 
long-time members who no longer live in the Cleveland area on our monthly Zoom calls. 
 
Finally, as I’ve mentioned in previous months, CAA is making one last go at a trip to Cherry Springs in 
early September. Mark your calendars for September 1-5 and cross your fingers for good weather! 
The information session I gave earlier this year is still available to view via a link on our members-only 
Facebook page, so if you have any questions, I would encourage you to take a look there. 
 
Wishing you clear skies, 
 
Trevor Braun 
President, CAA 
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 LIVE MEETING FINALLY 
From Trevor Braun, President: 

Good evening CAA members, 

 This month’s general membership meeting on August 9th will be held at a physical location as 
well as digitally via Zoom, and will begin at 7:30. All who are interested are welcome to join us 
(detailed directions to follow) at the club house at Independence Place West Condominiums in 
North Royalton, but we will also be streaming the meeting live via the normal Zoom link (below). 

 

 

Event by CAA - Cuyahoga Astronomical Association. 

When: Monday August 9, 2021  7:30 – 9:00PM 

Where: Royal Oaks Apartments - North Royalton, OH 

9935 Independence Dr. North Royalton 

Duration: 1 hr 30 min 

Public  · Anyone on or off Facebook 

This will be our first in-person meeting in quite a while. Since our regular Rocky River 
location has not yet reopened, this meeting will be held at the Independence Place 
clubhouse in North Royalton. Use address 9935 Independence Dr, North Royalton to get to 
the drive. Once on Independence Drive, continue down the winding, ½ mile road to the 
clubhouse, which (along with a pool) will be on the right. The parking lot is small (maybe 8 
cars) but parking along the street is permitted. 

Our monthly meetings are free and open to the public and are held on the second Monday 
of every month (except December) at 7:30 PM. Meetings begin with a brief business 
meeting followed by a refreshment and social break to discuss astronomical issues. 

A lecture is presented by a CAA member or invited guest on subjects ranging from 
“Astronomy on the Internet” to “Amateur Telescope Making” or “Updates on Space 
Exploration Activities.” Information on monthly meetings, speakers, and current 

https://www.facebook.com/CuyahogaAstro/
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astronomical events are described in the CAA newsletter -- The Observer -- and on our 
website: cuyastro.org. 

 

Our monthly meetings are free and open to the public and are held on the second Monday 
of every month 

Also on Zoom at https://zoom.us/j/95482686049...  

See Less 

 

 PAYING DUES IN THE 21ST CENTURY 

From Trevor:  

I am pleased to announce that CAA is now able to accept electronic dues payments through 
our website via PayPal. Many thanks to Jim Guilford and Frank Shoemaker, who made this 
functionality possible. In order to make an electronic payment, you must have an active 
PayPal account, which is free and secure. PayPal reports having over 192 million active 
users, and is utilized by businesses and individuals around the world to process electronic 
payments. You may view their privacy and security policies on their 
website: https://www.paypal.com/us/webapps/mpp/paypal-safety-and-security 

  

In order to pay your dues electronically, please navigate to the “Membership” area of our 
website (cuyastro.org/membership/) and scroll to the bottom. There you will see the option to 
make a payment for each of the 3 membership tiers we offer. Simply click on  “Pay with 
PayPal” next to the membership tier you wish to purchase, and follow the on-screen prompts 
to make your payment. You will be able to pay with all major credit cards, or can link your 
bank account. In all cases, all transactions are handled via PayPal and CAA does not have 
access to any of your credit card, bank account, or personal information. The membership 
prices are also increased slightly to account for a small processing fee.  

After completing your payment a receipt will be sent to your personal e-mail, and a 
notification will be sent to CAA. Within a few days you will receive an acknowledgement 
from president@cuyastro.org, along with a fillable pdf membership form. Please fill out the 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fcuyastro.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2WQzkCe3SH-HqFq8GgH_Ma2rfR3FH5z-8gZ5zIMXe4BilqhELv2t5_YEM&h=AT1fsJLpLsJE5FI0-7YCyPmfJxCrgWQ3uvrVxBfT-BxPatxZRBdrvn8SiiAEdAmcMbQMXUnnrA89s_uNGRS-gkmB_-pMNAEUYdDbjw_jNTDc16EC1ef_KG0h_0LBfqS7iw&__tn__=q&c%5b0%5d=AT2U0Id82SPjv-UxAorVmICH1KaLDkP9vY4qK4mkR8vVA4TaxpZq7RhLsHfZ_2owWVW6mq0vWgXlwdMgdjsomjyFZQ0JB154ZOy930kfG5yqpGUGUvFXZIMe8hwkssk2NopKCbhe1Ym7Qaep-4Ngja27RwKm2lTUxOYhMD4OCy-VToKY
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F95482686049%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2yvEcnS6YFn5-VPp1jmjte5kFoI_SwrDuBswmzOYJdACOQzWH4QGocOpk%23success&h=AT1ebLI5aIXIJJaMbwVFcSUgilsiscnQvOIlony8mNKkXvuaOr6WWBflxk2et7RUZglYUWOqO2XMEVjtbVeXGX3wHZpcLSpixYvZYyG3LHOGCpA_hYyCjx59MGS-B_m6Ow&__tn__=q&c%5b0%5d=AT2U0Id82SPjv-UxAorVmICH1KaLDkP9vY4qK4mkR8vVA4TaxpZq7RhLsHfZ_2owWVW6mq0vWgXlwdMgdjsomjyFZQ0JB154ZOy930kfG5yqpGUGUvFXZIMe8hwkssk2NopKCbhe1Ym7Qaep-4Ngja27RwKm2lTUxOYhMD4OCy-VToKY
https://www.paypal.com/us/webapps/mpp/paypal-safety-and-security
http://cuyastro.org/membership/
mailto:president@cuyastro.org
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form and return it. It will then be forwarded to our Treasurer, who will record the membership 
and mail a membership card.  

This process has a lot of steps right now, and I anticipate we will look to streamline it for next 
year. In the meantime, this will offer us greater capabilities when it comes to recruiting new 
members or providing greater options to members who do not have a checkbook.  

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.  

Trevor Braun 

President, CAA 

 

 CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OBSERVER 
Members and Contributors! 
Up until now, I have had to cull the email threads for material. But now we have a 
dedicated email address for the Observer!  Please use this address for pictures, articles, 
comments, and basically anything you would like to see published in our newsletter. 

Observer@cuyastro.org 
 
I will still glance through the email threads, but no guarantees that I will spot everything. 
Send over to the above email address and I am certain to see it! 
Tim Campbell, Editor 

 CLEVELAND METROPARKS PERMITS 
From Trevor:  

Our overnight permit for the Cleveland Metroparks system has been approved. There have been some 
changes to the instructions we received from the Metroparks police, so I am sending them along for your 
reference:  

In order for Cuyahoga Astronomical Association to conduct programs/star gazing the following 
guidelines must be followed:  

mailto:Observer@cuyastro.org
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* Permission to stay in approved areas of the park after hours for this activity requires 
notification/approval of Police at least 24 hours prior to activity call Police Dispatch at 440-331-5530 
AND email police@clevelandmetroparks.com 

* Please note display of CAA Membership Card is to be placed in window. 

* Certificate of insurance required from Cuyahoga Astronomical Association. 

* Permit holder is responsible for any violations and damage to park property. 

 Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

 Trevor Braun 

President, CAA 

 

CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND SPEAKER PROGRAM 
Depending upon the Requirements of the Medina Park System, here is the 2021 
schedule of live events. 
 
Public Star Parties at Letha House: 
 
June 26th, 9:00-10:00 PM 
July 17th, 9:00-10:00 PM 
August 14th, 9:00-11:00 PM 
September 18th, 8:00-10:00 PM 
October 2nd, 8:00-10:00 PM 
  
Also, our Annual Convention is scheduled for Saturday, July 31st. Also to be held at 
Letha House.  Details to follow as everything these days is dependent upon Covid 
restrictions. 
 
Private Star Parties (Club Members only): 
June 12 
July 10 
August 7 
September 11 
October 9 

mailto:police@clevelandmetroparks.com
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Reminder: Letha House and our observatory are located in the Medina 
County Park District's Letha House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. 
OH 44256. 
 
SPEAKERS FOR 2021 
Monday August 9, 2021 
7:30 – 9:00PM  (Live and Zoom) 
“Observing Occultations: How to Chase Shadows for Fun and Science” 
Speaker: Club Memb 
 
Kai Getrost, a CAA member who has collected data on occultations around the 
globe, will discuss the "nuts and bolts" of observing these remarkable events.  He'll 
show how he and other amateurs directly contribute to refining asteroids' orbits, 
sizes, and shapes, discover moons -- even help save the Earth from impacts.  And all 
with better accuracy than Hubble, yet using telescopes most of us already own.  See 
how you can get involved! 
 
-Kai 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 SUZIE DILLS IN THE NEWS! 
The Canton Repository (cantonrep.com) has again featured our own Suzie Dills in an article 
titled “Five Questions with Suzie Dills”! Suzie is director of the Hoover-Price Planetarium at the 
Wm. McKinley Presidential Library and Museum. The article is on the July 26, 2021 issue of the 
local newspaper and sha answers questions about astronomy and her own interest in the field! 
Below is the link to the article! 
https://www.cantonrep.com/story/news/2021/07/26/suzie-dills-who-heads-hoover-price-planetariu
m-answers-5-questions/8008000002/ 
 

https://www.cantonrep.com/story/news/2021/07/26/suzie-dills-who-heads-hoover-price-planetarium-answers-5-questions/8008000002/
https://www.cantonrep.com/story/news/2021/07/26/suzie-dills-who-heads-hoover-price-planetarium-answers-5-questions/8008000002/
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 ARE WE ALONE? 
ARE WE ALONE? 

By Tim Campbell 

Recently there have been developments in the search for ET that are very interesting and worth commenting. 
Our former club president, Bill Murmann recently shared an article on our email forum regarding the 
discovery of exoplanets that are actually in our neighborhood (sort of) are inside the star’s Goldilocks Zone 
(not too hot, not too cold, just right for life), and have the possibility of containing liquid water. Remember that 
I said “sort of” and “possibility”.  As yet, we have no technology precise enough to verify the presence of 
atmosphere or liquid water on any planet outside of our own solar system.   

Right now, we use the wobble method to “see” an exoplanet.  As the article explains, the gravitational pull of 
an orbiting planet will cause the planet’s star to move back and forth, just slightly.  Slightly, but enough for a 
red shift to be discerned.  We do have the instrumentation to discern such a wobble and we have discovered 
such an exoplanet orbiting a star some 35 light years away. Known romantically as L98-59, this star is 
relatively close to us though 35 light years is approximately 210 trillion miles! A long jaunt, but keep in mind 
that our galaxy is approximately 100,000 light years in diameter. 35 light years is very much in our own 
backyard! 

So what does this mean for us here on Earth? 

Realistically, probably nothing, but the presence of liquid water in our neighborhood does mean that life is not 
only possible, but possibly quite common.  We know that the basic ingredients of life (hydrogen, oxygen, 
nitrogen, carbon, and iron) are ubiquitous throughout the galaxy, so if rocky planets within a star’s so-called 
Goldilocks Zone are common then the odds of ET being out there are really good. 

That said, what are the chances of hooking up with ET for an interstellar playdate?   

The answer to this question is highly dependent upon one unfortunate factor: Einstein’s theory that the Speed 
of Light is the absolute speed limit for any object within the Universe. If true, and so far General Relativity and 
Special Relativity have passed every test that physicists could throw at them. This means that the distances 
to even the closest star systems is almost certainly way too much for any mortal biological beings.  

Our current technology is horribly inadequate for this task and the gulf between current capability and what 
might be needed is incredibly wide.  28,000 miles per HOUR (Saturn V)  versus just 10% of Light speed:  
18,000 miles per SECOND! 

Of course, we do not know what technological breakthroughs will come in the next few thousand years, or the 
physics breakthroughs that might be necessary, but safe to say that we club members will not be on the first 
ship to journey to L98-59! 

I will recommend the work of a friend of mine. AURORA by Kim Stanley Robinson is a science fiction novel in 
which humans have invented a series of magnetic catapults capable of accelerating a multi-generational ship 
to approximately 10% of the speed of light. It is still a 300 plus year trip to the selected star system and so, the 
crew/population that arrives are the descendants of the folks that left Earth. Makes for an interesting dynamic 
for kids and young adults who have known anything other than the environment of their ship. Stan’s other 
major point seems to be the flawed reasoning of the original creators.  Essentially, if the new world is barren, 
why bother, and if there is already something there, what if that something doesn’t want us to be there? 

But hey, what about THEM coming here? Or at least sending us a text message? 
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Good questions and at this point, we do not know if there is actually liquid water on any of the discovered 
planets orbiting the star, we don’t know if there is life if there is water, and we don’t know if such lifeforms are 
single-cell amoebas or really smart astronomers!  

This brings us to a book I just finished reading and would like to recommend to anyone interested in the 
search for ET. The author is Seth Shostak, Senior Astronomer at the SETI Institute. For those not aware, 
SETI stands for Search for ExtraTerrestial Intelligence, an ongoing enterprise that as of this writing has yet to 
hit paydirt. Below is Amazon’s description of the book: 

 

 

Confessions of an Alien Hunter: A Scientist's Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence  

Author: Seth Shostak Senior Astronomer SETI Institute  2009 

“Aliens are big in America. Whether they’ve arrived via rocket, flying saucer, or plain old teleportation, they’ve 
been invading, infiltrating, or inspiring us for decades, and they’ve fascinated moviegoers and television 
watchers for more than fifty years. About half of us believe that aliens really exist, and millions are convinced 
they’ve visited Earth. 

For twenty-five years, SETI has been looking for the proof, and as the program’s senior astronomer, Seth 
Shostak explains in this engrossing book, it’s entirely possible that before long conclusive evidence will be 
found. 

His informative, entertaining report offers an insider’s view of what we might realistically expect to discover 
light-years away among the stars. Neither humanoids nor monsters, says Shostak; in fact, biological 
intelligence is probably just a precursor to machine beings, enormously advanced artificial sentients whose 
capabilities and accomplishments may have developed over billions of years and far exceed our own. 

As he explores what, if anything, they would tell us and what their existence would portend for humankind 
and the cosmos, he introduces a colorful cast of characters and provides a vivid, state-of-the-art account of 
the past, present, and future of our search for extraterrestrial intelligence.” 
 
Tim again: I really enjoyed the book and am rooting for Seth and the rest of the SETI folks. Discovery of 
biological life outside of our solar system would be fantastic; discovery of intelligent and communicative life 
would be a game changer for science as well as having a major effect on the world’s religions.  A positive 
development, so  long as ET doesn’t want to kill and eat us! 
 
TRC 
8/6/2021 

 
**** 

 
 

 CAA CLUB HISTORY 
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Fellow members...I'd like to prepare a brief history of our club for possible 
use as a feature on our website.  CAA was established in 1957.  Can 
anyone tell me who started the club and give me details about its history 
over the years? 
 
Some of our current long-time members include Gary Kader, Paul Leopold, 
Gus Waffen, and Mike Williams... 
 
If you'd like to help tell our history, please let me know. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
--Bill Murmann 
Past President 
 

 HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR AUGUST SKIES 
Editor’s Comment: 

My many thanks to past president Bill Murmann for continuing to provide this 
feature. May he continue contributing for many years and issues of the Observer 
to come! 

Highlights of Our August Skies 
 
 Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine for help with this brief list of what-to-see 
in August. —by Bill Murmann. 

*   *   * 
 Perseids Meteor Shower—The annual Perseids meteor shower will peak this year 
on the evening of Thursday/Friday, August 12-13.  Look in the northeast sky for the 
radiant near the Double Cluster in the northern section of the constellation Perseus.  
Under good sky conditions you may see as many as 60 meteors per hour.  The waning 
Moon will set around 10:30 p.m. so there should be dark-sky conditions.  The meteors 
are from the debris trail left behind by comet Swift-Tuttle during its 133-year orbit around 
the Sun.  The comet dust and pea-sized pebbles are hitting Earth’s atmosphere and 
leaving fiery trails at 37 miles per second. 
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Saturn, Jupiter and the Moon—Saturn reached opposition earlier this month on 
August 1-2.  Jupiter will reach opposition on August 19-20.  From August 19 to 22, both 
planets, which are now moving retrograde, may be seen near the waxing nearly full Moon 
rising in the southeast sky about 45 minutes after sunset.  Saturn’s rings tilting at 18 
degrees are angled deep enough to see the three main rings and the 3,000-mile wide 
Cassini Division. Use at least a 75x eyepiece in your scope to spot these features. 
 A Dumbbell Challenge—The Dumbbell Nebula M27 is one of the brightest and 
nearest planetary nebulas visible from Earth.  See if you can spot it as a small dot with 
binoculars in the constellation Vulpecula just south of the constellation Cygnus.  A small 
scope will reveal M27’s characteristic dumbbell shape, which is considered a “prolate 
spheroid.”  M27 is about 1,360 light years from Earth.  Its central star is the 
largest-known white dwarf with a radius of 0.055 that of the Sun.  It is also extremely hot 
with a surface temperature of 152,000 degrees F.—about 15 times hotter than the surface 
of the Sun. 
 Beta Virginis Challenge—On Friday, August 13, see if can spot the tiny spark of 
3.6 magnitude star Beta Virginis about 7 arcminutes southwest of Venus about 45 minutes 
after sunset.  Both targets will be only about 8 degrees above the usually murky western 
horizon. 
 Blue Moon—On Sunday, August 22, there will be a “Blue Moon,” which is the 
label given to the second full Moon in a month that features two full Moons.  The 
expression “Blue Moon” was given credence by Sky & Telescope magazine (reportedly 
to its regret) back in 1946. 
 The “High Summer” Skies—August is considered “High Summer,” the peak of 
the summer season.  This is one of the best times of the year to see the Milky Way in all 
its glory.  If you have a cloud-free night around the new Moon, go out to Letha House or 
another dark sky site to see star clouds, dark dust lanes, and the other sights of the Milky 
Way as it stretches from horizon to horizon. 
   Summer Star Clusters—Use your star maps, or Sky & Telescope’s “Pocket Star 
Atlas” to locate star clusters M13 in Hercules, M93 in Puppis, M11 in Scutum, and M6 
and M7 in Scorpius.  The Milky Way has about 150 star clusters.  Some of them are 
tightly packed “globular clusters” like M13, while others are loose “open clusters” like the 
Pleiades in the constellation Taurus. 
 Super Summer Nebulas—Nebulas are the remnants of exploded stars and 
star-forming regions that come in various sizes and shapes.  Use an OIII filter, or a 
broadband skyglow filter, to see M16 the Eagle Nebula in the constellation Serpens, and 
the Omega (M17), Trifid (M20), and Lagoon (M8) nebulas in the constellation 
Sagittarius. 
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 Finding the Bracelet—Sky & Telescope retired author Sue French describes a 
binocular asterism called “The Bracelet” that connects the stars Beta Scuti and 12 Aquilae 
in the constellations Scutum and Aquila respectively.  Open cluster M11, known as the 
Wild Duck Cluster, is a “gem” on the bracelet and is located near the top of the 
constellation Scutum at RA 18h 51m and DEC -06° 16ʹ.  M11 contains about 2,900 stars.  
Use Sky & Telescopes “Pocket Sky Atlas” to help find Sue’s Bracelet. 

 
-end- 
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 PHOTO GALLERY 
Some pics from our annual convention. Pics by Alan Studt and Tim Campbell 
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Pics by Alan Studt 

 
Pics by Tim Campbell 
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 SECRETARY’S REPORT  
Editor’s Note: Lots to cover this month. Two board meetings (July and August) and two general 
meetings (June and July). 

BOARD MEETING JULY 
 
Secretary’s Report  
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
Board Meeting Minutes: July 7, 2021  7:30 pm 
 
Old Business: 

I. A summary of club events for July 2021 was sent to the membership.  
July 10th: Members-only star party at Letha House (8:00 PM) 
July 12th: General Membership Meeting via Zoom (7:30 PM) [Alan Studt and Gale Franko, who will talk about 
the Very Large Array (VLA) in New Mexico.] 
July 17th: Public observing at Letha House (9:00-11:00 PM). Volunteers needed! 
July 20th: NASA Night Sky Network webinar (9:00 PM) [Update on NASA’s PUNCH mission to study the sun’s 
corona] 
July 31st: CAA’s annual OTAA convention at Letha House (Start time not set yet) 

 
Letha House Lease Agreement: Trevor will discuss a few points with the Park management. 

Facebook/Communication: More traffic on Facebook.  New members being directed to our  
                      Facebook page. 
   Events:   
-Summer solstice event in Lakewood is cancelled for this year. 
-Lunar Eclipse 5/26/21 at 5:46 a.m. It would be difficult to see.  
-Thursday, 6/10/21 at 5:53 a.m. is a Solar Eclipse  
Jay will be at Edgewater. Make membership aware, discuss at next meeting and put on Facebook. 
-Saturday, 10/14/23 at 1:15 pm is an annular Solar Eclipse.  Club to do an event for this. Location  
to be determined. 
-4/8/24 is a Solar Eclipse. Will see how many persons in our membership will be willing to attend  
and participate. Location to be determined.  
*It was suggested to have a committee to discuss eclipses.  Should purchase solar glasses now. 
Jay will contact Astrozap to find good deals. 
 
Telescope Loaner Program: 10” Meade. Board voted to sell it. Will put in The Observer. 
 
New Business: 

I. Observatory Status Update: Observatory cleaned by CAA members. South wall has been fixed by 
the metroparks. 

II. Put together a welcome packet for new members. Dave will request admin input if he has 
questions as to who the new members are. 

III. Speaker’s schedule:  
IV. Christmas dinner to be held at Mahle’s Restaurant again. 
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V. Convention: July 31, 2021. Can use Letha House, but there will be a fee for cleaning. There is a 
pavilion across the street from Letha House. Gale sent out solicitations for door prizes.  

VI. Public event coverage: People to sign up to give a presentation if there is rain during out public star 
party. 

VII. NASA: NASA is looking for organizations that they can give talks to about the web telescope. 
VIII. Metroparks event: Cleveland Metroparks contacted Trevor about a night-time event for adults this 

summer. August 7, 2021.  Would like to put CAA behind Nature Center on top    of the 
staircase.  Jay will assess the situation.  

IX. President of Black River Astronomy club contacted Trevor to discuss what other groups     are 
involved with. 

X. Nora brought up an “Observe the Moon” gathering for October 16, 2021. Will table this    for 
now. 

 
    Next Board meeting scheduled for August 4, 2021 at 7:30pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gale Franko, Secretary 
 

GENERAL MEETING JUNE 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: June 14, 2021 7:30 PM 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 

 
President’s Announcements:  
-Welcome to members and visitors. Welcome to new members. 
-Reviewed CAA membership benefits, club website and Facebook pages. 
- Night Sky Network -June 22 at 9 pm.  Dr. Karl Battams will give an overview of sun-grazing comets in a 
presentation titled: Supersonic Snowballs in Hell: The Science of sun-grazing comets. 
-The first public Star Party event of the year will be held at Letha house on June 26 at 8pm. 
-Next Speaker: July 12 at 7:30 pm. Alan Studt and Gale Franko- The Very Large Array, New Mexico. 
-CAA Convention to be held July 31, 2021. 
 
Speaker: -Gary Kader, Baldwin Wallace University -Observatory Director. Moons of Jupiter and Saturn. 
 
-Treasurer’s Report-Financial status update given. 
-Secretary’s Report-Minutes can be found in The Observer. 
-Observatory Director-  
   Observatory at Letha House is ready for use. South wall has suffered sun and weather damage and is 
unusable at this time. Medina County Parks to repair. 
   Nice turn out at Edgewater by club members for the Solar Eclipse last Thursday. 
-Social Media Director-No report. 
-Vice President-No report. 
 
Business Meeting: 
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Old Business:  
I. Will schedule another trip to Cherry Springs sometime later this year in early September. 
II.  Private member’s Star Party last Saturday. Per Nora, 9 people were in attendance with 2 

telescopes. A good time was had by all.   Next private member’s Star Party to be held on July 10 
at 8:00 pm. 

III. The first public Star Party will be held at Letha house on June 26, 2021, at 9 pm, but members 
should arrive early to set up.  We are not permitted in the Letha House building at this time.  For 
all events, there will be a member sign in sheet to help keep track of participating members for the 
Bill Murman award. 

IV. CAA Convention on July 31.  Requesting people to volunteer to speak. We will have access to 
Letha House indoors. 
 

New Business: 
I. Unpaid memberships- Several members have not paid their annual dues. These members will be 

reminded and given 1 month after contact to renew. 
II. Live meeting location- Rocky River Metroparks will not be opening their nature center for CAA 

meetings until Fall at the earliest.  Board investigating other temporary locations.  There may be 
a cost involved. Contact Trevor if you know of a place. 

III. The 3rd annual Dave Nuti picnic will be held at the Whisler’s. Date to be announced. 
IV. Please submit astrophotography pics to Jay for posting on the WKYC website. 

 
V. Meade 10” Dobsonion telescope available. Asking $350.00. Will entertain other offers. Contact 

Trevor if interested. 
 

VI. No Observations 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:57 pm. 
 
Next meeting to be held on Monday, July 12, 2021, at 7:30 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Gale Franko 
 

BOARD MEETING AUGUST 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
Board Meeting Minutes: August 4, 2021        7:30pm 
 
Old Business: 

I. Club trip to Cherry Springs, PA: Over Labor Day weekend. Trevor will be there from 9/1/21 until the 
5th or 6th.  

II. 2024 Eclipse: Jay would like an eclipse committee to assist him. 
       III.  Observatory Status Update:  
-The back wall has been fixed. 
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-There are entrance passcodes to the Observatory. Need to be patient when pressing buttons and wait for 
beeps before moving to the next number. The passcode operates the dead bolt. Temperature differences 
affect the ease with which the lock works.  
-6 people received Observatory training at the convention.  
-All 3 telescopes are working well.  
-What do we want for the Observatory? Astrophotography, research, etc.? 
       IV. Public Event Update: Next Public Star Party is on 8/14. Starts at 9pm. Come at 7:30 to have 
Observatory training. Need to sign up. Jay can take 5-6 people. 
        V. Scrubbing the membership roles: Jim Guilford made a list of those who will fall off the roster, as 
they have not paid their dues.  Gale will stop mailing the Observer to 3 of those members. 
       VI. OTAA Convention Wrap-Up: The Board considered the convention a success. We didn’t recoup 
costs from the raffle. As cleaning costs used a lot of the money.  
      VII. Eddie Bauer hosting “Sleep under the Stars” on Aug 7. It will be held in the green area. Starts at 
8:00. CAA can set up at 7-7:30pm.  Trevor to put a flyer together for handouts and Gale will be contact person 
and have flyers printed.  
 
New Business: 

I. Cleveland National Air Show: CAA will not participate this year but will look into it for next year.   
II. Live Meeting on Monday: Metro parks have no reopen date due to variant and re-masking. Will 

meet at Nora’s condo this Monday for the general meeting. She will share instructions on how to 
get there. The meeting will also be on Zoom for those who do not wish to attend in person. 

III. E-Mail system/Facebook: Many discussions have been held as to CAA media communications. Will 
announce to members at this month’s general membership meeting that club will transition to 
Facebook on September 1, 2021. 

IV. Frank to be Zoom moderator at future meetings. 
 
Next Board meeting scheduled for September 1, 2021 at 7:30pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gale Franko, Secretary 
 
 

GENERAL MEETING JULY 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: July 12, 2021 7:30 PM 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 

 
President’s Announcements:  
-Welcome to members and visitors. Welcome to new members. 
-Reviewed CAA membership benefits, club website and Facebook pages. 
 
Guest Speakers: Alan Studt and Gale Franko. The Very Large Array, New Mexico. 
 
Business Meeting: 
~V. President: No report 
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~Financial Report: Can be found in The Observer. 
~Secretary’s Report: Minutes will be in next month’s Observer. 
~Observatory Director: 
-All 3 telescopes at Letha House are in good working order. The South wall of the Observatory has been fixed 
by the Medina County Parks district. 
-Observatory training and refresher will be held at the CAA convention. 
-Solar eclipse on June 10th was well attended and several great photos were taken. Congratulations to  
Dave Nutti who had a very high rated post for his eclipse picture with the City of Cleveland in the foreground. 
-The Discover Aviation event was this past weekend. There were 200-300 visitors. The Ford Tri-motor was 
giving rides and other historic planes were present.  Kai represented CAA at this event with his telescope. 
~Social media: a few more likes on public page are showing each week. More than half the club is on Facebook. 
Club members are invited to post pictures 
 
Old Business: 

I. Club event: Trip to Cherry Springs is rescheduled for Sept 1-5, Wed-Sun.  
II. 2nd public star party on July 17th from 9—11 at Letha House. 
III. The next private member’s only event on Aug 7 at 8pm 
IV. CAA Convention July 31. Time to be announced 
V. Meade 10” Dobsonion telescope available. Asking $350.00. Will entertain other offers. Contact 

Trevor if interested. 
VI. July 20th is the deadline for dues for 2021. Those not current will be dropped from the club list after 

that time. Please contact CAA’s treasurer or pay on-line. 
 
New Business: 

I. Rocky River nature center will not be opening until the Fall or Winter.  Alternate options are being 
looked at.  Nora’s condo complex in North Royalton may have an opening. Looking to possibly 
Aug/Sept. 

II. Several members from other states have been able to join us via Zoom. Meetings are advertised on 
the NASA Night Sky Network. 

III. Would like to continue to have meetings online even when we begin to meet in person. Board 
discussing how to do this. Discussed purchasing a webcam and laptop to stream meetings via 
Zoom. 

IV. The Dave Nutti Annual Picnic-Sept 12, 3:00 at Nancy and Rich’s home, Parma. 
 

V. Bill Murman to give a lecture on the moon at the Rocky River Senior Center. He will see if this can 
be open to persons outside of the Sr. Center. 

 
Observations: None 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm. 
 
Next meeting to be held on Monday, August 9, 2021, at 7:30 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Gale Franko 
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 TREASURER’S REPORT 
CAA Financial Report Jul-21 
Beginning Bank Bal. 8,125.52 
Beginning Petty Cash 413.65 
Total Beginning Cash 8,539.17 

  
Income - Bank  
Memberships (checks) 25.00 
Memberships (PayPal) 24.95 
Prepaid Magazine Subscriptions 43.95 
Interest 0.07 
Cash Transfer 385.00 
Donations  
Misc.  
  
Income - Petty Cash  
Memberships 25.00 
Convention (raffle) 328.00 

  
Expenses - Bank  
CAA Newsletter & Copies 50.47 
CAA Website  
Annual P.O. Box Rental   
Magazine Expense 43.95 
International Dark Sky Association 35.00 
Convention 223.63 
Misc.  
  
Expenses - Petty Cash  
Cash Transfer 385.00 

  
Net Bank 8,251.44 
Net Petty Cash 381.65 
Total 8,633.09 

  
Jim Bartell, Treasurer 
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 CLUB CONTACTS 
 

Contact CAA:    info@cuyastro.org 
 
President:  
Trevor Braun president@cuyastro.org 
 
Vice President:  
Dave Nuti   
 
Editor of the Observer:  
Tim Campbell     observer@cuyastro.org  
 
Treasurer: 
Jim Bartell  treasurer@cuyastro.org 
 
Secretary: 
Gale Franko 
 
CAA Webmaster: 
Jim Guilford info@cuyastro.org 
 
Members at Large: 
Kai Getrost                 
Frank Shoemaker  
Jay Reynolds 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds  
Hospitality: 
Rich and Nancy Whisler 
Education Director: 
Nora Mishey 

  

mailto:info@cuyastro.org
mailto:president@cuyastro.org
mailto:observer@cuyastro.org
mailto:treasurer@cuyastro.org
mailto:info@cuyastro.org
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 CAA 2021 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
2021 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

 
Date: __/__/__ 
Name:________________________________________________________ 
Address:______________________________________________________ 
City:_____________________________ State:__ ______ Zip Code: ________ 
Phone:_________________ E-Mail:_________________________________ 
 

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 
E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 
Membership Level: __ $10 Student  __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family        $___.__ 
 
The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website, 
www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00          $___.__ 
 
Magazine Subscriptions: 
PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 
 
Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00            $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
 
Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $43.95              $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 

 
 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.__  

 
 
How did you hear about us? ______________________________________ 
 
 
 
Please make checks payable to:  Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
      P.O. Box 868 
      North Olmsted, OH 44070 
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