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 FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR 
Fall is here, and this will; I think be an important month for our club. The Club Board has appointed 
three members: Jay Reynolds, Frank Shoemaker, and myself to seek and evaluate a new meeting home 
for the club.  Announcement will be made shortly, but suffice to say that your editor believes that the 
committee’s mission has been successful! 
Meantime, join us Monday for our September meeting. This will be at Nor’s Condo Party Room!  
Details will follow via email and of course n the club’s Facebook page! 
I will be on vacation in Arizona next week, so I will miss this meeting. Hopefully, I will wee you all in 
October, somewhere! 
I can still use material for the newsletter. Please submit any such materials to 
OBSERVER@CUYASTRO.ORG. Deadline for publication is the Thursday before our monthly 
meeting—which of course is always the SECOND MONDAY OF EACH MONTH except for 
December. We feast and frolic in December! 
For now, enjoy, and please keep looking up! (Except when walking or crossing the street!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
mailto:OBSERVER@CUYASTRO.ORG


SEPTEMBER 2021  Volume 50 Issue 9 
 

2 
 

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
Fellow astronomers, 
 
August was a busy month for CAA, and September is shaping up to be busy as well. At the time of 
writing this, a small group of members just arrived home from a successful trip to Cherry Springs State 
Park near Coudersport, PA. We had 2.5 nights of crystal-clear skies and observed a variety of deep sky 
objects that would be nearly impossible to see from Letha House. Cherry Springs is a wonderful 
resource for those interested in viewing the night sky, and I hope that more members have the 
opportunity to join us on future trips. We will certainly be planning a trip for next spring. 
 
Over the past few months, CAA has been shifting our focus to communication via Facebook. This 
enables to club to reach a greater audience, and we have seen moderate success so far. Over the past 
month, CAA’s posts have been viewed by 234 people (185% increase over prior period), had 61 post 
engagements (36% increase), and received 12 new likes (140% increase). This growth will expand our 
reach within our community and will give members a venue to share their thoughts and photographs 
with the community. These numbers indicate positive growth and continued engagement with CAA’s 
two Facebook pages will further drive that growth. A big thanks goes out to member-at-large, and 
club webmaster, Frank Shoemaker for all his help in developing and managing the club’s online 
presence. 
 
Another change for CAA came in the form of notification from the Cleveland Metroparks that 
significant alterations to their facility rental policies will force CAA to find a new home for its monthly 
lecture series and general membership meeting. I have appointed three of our members to form a 
committee charged with identifying options for new locations and partnerships, and I’m proud to say 
that they have already had a promising meeting with one of our local institutions. I will continue to 
keep you informed as this major change continues to develop. We hope to be in a new facility no later 
than January 2022, but perhaps sooner. 
 
Finally, I want to assure all of you that our relationship with the Cleveland Metroparks is not 
dissolving entirely. I am in the early stages of developing a new series of programs that will continue, 
and perhaps even strengthen, the relationship CAA has with the Cleveland Metroparks. I will share 
that information with all of you once I have more details. 
 
Wishing you clear skies, 
 
Trevor Braun 
President, CAA 
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 IN MEMORIAM 
From Jim Guilford: 
Reporting the passing of Carolyn Jean Spellmann Shoemaker (born June 24, 1929), an American 
astronomer and a co-discoverer of Comet Shoemaker–Levy 9. She once held the record for most 
comets discovered by an individual. Ms. Shoemaker died Friday, August 13. She was 92 years old. 

 PAYING DUES IN THE 21ST CENTURY 

From Trevor:  

I am pleased to announce that CAA is now able to accept electronic dues payments through 
our website via PayPal. Many thanks to Jim Guilford and Frank Shoemaker, who made this 
functionality possible. In order to make an electronic payment, you must have an active 
PayPal account, which is free and secure. PayPal reports having over 192 million active 
users, and is utilized by businesses and individuals around the world to process electronic 
payments. You may view their privacy and security policies on their 
website: https://www.paypal.com/us/webapps/mpp/paypal-safety-and-security 

  

In order to pay your dues electronically, please navigate to the “Membership” area of our 
website (cuyastro.org/membership/) and scroll to the bottom. There you will see the option to 
make a payment for each of the 3 membership tiers we offer. Simply click on  “Pay with 
PayPal” next to the membership tier you wish to purchase, and follow the on-screen prompts 
to make your payment. You will be able to pay with all major credit cards, or can link your 
bank account. In all cases, all transactions are handled via PayPal and CAA does not have 
access to any of your credit card, bank account, or personal information. The membership 
prices are also increased slightly to account for a small processing fee.  

After completing your payment a receipt will be sent to your personal e-mail, and a 
notification will be sent to CAA. Within a few days you will receive an acknowledgement 
from president@cuyastro.org, along with a fillable pdf membership form. Please fill out the 
form and return it. It will then be forwarded to our Treasurer, who will record the membership 
and mail a membership card.  

This process has a lot of steps right now, and I anticipate we will look to streamline it for next 
year. In the meantime, this will offer us greater capabilities when it comes to recruiting new 
members or providing greater options to members who do not have a checkbook.  

https://www.paypal.com/us/webapps/mpp/paypal-safety-and-security
http://cuyastro.org/membership/
mailto:president@cuyastro.org
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Please feel free to contact me with any questions.  

Trevor Braun 

President, CAA 

 

 CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OBSERVER 
Members and Contributors! 
Up until now, I have had to cull the email threads for material. But now we have a 
dedicated email address for the Observer!  Please use this address for pictures, articles, 
comments, and basically anything you would like to see published in our newsletter. 

Observer@cuyastro.org 
 
I will still glance through the email threads, but no guarantees that I will spot everything. 
Send over to the above email address and I am certain to see it! 
Tim Campbell, Editor 

 CLEVELAND METROPARKS PERMITS 
From Trevor:  

Our overnight permit for the Cleveland Metroparks system has been approved. There have been some 
changes to the instructions we received from the Metroparks police, so I am sending them along for your 
reference:  

In order for Cuyahoga Astronomical Association to conduct programs/star gazing the following 
guidelines must be followed:  

* Permission to stay in approved areas of the park after hours for this activity requires 
notification/approval of Police at least 24 hours prior to activity call Police Dispatch at 440-331-5530 
AND email police@clevelandmetroparks.com 

* Please note display of CAA Membership Card is to be placed in window. 

* Certificate of insurance required from Cuyahoga Astronomical Association. 

mailto:Observer@cuyastro.org
mailto:police@clevelandmetroparks.com
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* Permit holder is responsible for any violations and damage to park property. 

 Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

 Trevor Braun 

President, CAA 

 

CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND SPEAKER PROGRAM 
Depending upon the Requirements of the Medina Park System, here is the 2021 
schedule of live events. 
 
Public Star Parties at Letha House: 
 
June 26th, 9:00-10:00 PM 
July 17th, 9:00-10:00 PM 
August 14th, 9:00-11:00 PM 
September 18th, 8:00-10:00 PM 
October 2nd, 8:00-10:00 PM 
  
Also, our Annual Convention is scheduled for Saturday, July 31st. Also to be held at 
Letha House.  Details to follow as everything these days is dependent upon Covid 
restrictions. 
 
Private Star Parties (Club Members only): 
June 12 
July 10 
August 7 
September 11 
October 9 
 
Reminder: Letha House and our observatory are located in the Medina 
County Park District's Letha House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. 
OH 44256. 
 
SPEAKERS FOR 2021 
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September 13, 2021 
"The Local Group of Galaxies  (What are they, and How to Observe Them)".   
Larry McHenry, Amateur Astronomer 
 
 Larry has been active in amateur astronomy for over 40 years, and is a 
member of the Kiski Astronomers, and the Oil Region Astronomical Society 
(ORAS) in Western Pennsylvania.  You can learn more about Larry's 
astronomical interests online at his 
webportal: http://www.stellar-journeys.org/ 
 
 
 
From Larry: “Today, we’ll discuss what I’ve learned during my observing 
'journey' among the Local Group.  We'll review what are galaxies in general 
and what is the Local Group and its place in the universe, along with some of 
the people, both historical and modern, behind these objects, and how to go 
about observing them. “ 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR SEPTEMBER SKIES 
Editor’s Note: My thanks to our past president, Bill Murmann, for his many 
contributions to the club and to this newsletter! Here is the latest from SKY & 
TELESCOPE! 

Highlights of Our September Skies 
 
 Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine for help with this brief list of what-to-see 
in September. —by Bill Murmann. 

*   *   * 

http://www.stellar-journeys.org/
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Start of Fall—The Sun will reach its equinox this year at 3:21 p.m. on Wednesday, 
September 22, marking the start of fall in the northern hemisphere.  An equinox happens 
twice a year and is the moment at which the plane of the Earth’s equator passes through 
the center of the Sun’s disk.  During an equinox, day and night are approximately of 
equal 12-hour duration all over Earth.  There are two equinoxes every year—in 
September and March. 

Spiral Galaxies—In September, spiral galaxies are well-placed for observing.  
Use a 6-inch or larger scope to see M31 in Andromeda, M33 in Triangulum, and M74 in 
Pisces. 

Northern Milky Way—Around 9 p.m. in September, the “Summer Triangle” 
asterism formed by the bright stars Vega, Deneb, and Altair is high overhead.  Aim your 
telescope at the northernmost section of the Summer Triangle to see vast fields of stars to 
explore in the northern Milky Way. 

Double Cluster—Use binoculars or a wide field scope to see the sparkling Double 
Clusters located between the constellations Cassiopeia and Perseus.  These open star 
clusters are 7,500 light years from Earth.  Each cluster features about 300 blue-white 
super-giant stars with five prominent red super-giants mixed in. 

Treasures in the Swan—Use binoculars or a small scope to spot treasures in the 
constellation Cygnus.  Although there are only two Messier objects in Cygnus (M29 and 
M39), you can still see double stars, faint nebulae, and a variety of open clusters in this 
constellation. 
 Milky Way’s Twin? —The constellation Pegasus is noted for hard to find galaxies 
like Stephen’s Quintet and the Einstein Cross.  NGC 7331, however, is an exception.  
Known as the “Milky Way’s Twin”, this unbarred 10 magnitude galaxy is 40 light years 
away and can be spotted with binoculars and small telescopes under moderately dark 
skies.  The twin status is now in question since the recent discovery that our Milky Way 
galaxy has a central bar in its core.  NGC 7331 can be found at RA 23h 37m 04 sec and 
DEC +34° 24´ 56".  It was discovered in 1731 by William Herschel. 
 September Globular Clusters—You can find three globular star clusters M15, 
M2, and M30 off the western side of the constellation Pegasus lined up from north to 
south respectively in the constellations Pegasus, Aquarius, and Capricorn.  These are 
densely packed objects that have undergone core collapse.  They each contain about 
150,000 stars on average. 
 Picturesque Whirlpool Galaxy—The Big Dipper asterism is still positioned high 
enough to help locate M51, the Whirlpool Galaxy, just below the handle of the dipper.  
You’ll need an 8-inch or larger scope to get a good view of this huge face-on spiral galaxy, 
although it can be seen as a small object under dark skies with binoculars.  M51, which is 
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about 23 light years from us, was discovered by Charles Messier in 1771.  It is interacting 
with a smaller nearby galaxy known at M51b. 
 Planetary Nebulas on Display—The Summer Triangle described above holds a 
number of planetary nebulas.  Use a 6-inch or large scope and Sky & Telescope’s 
“Pocket Sky Atlas” to find the famous Ring Nebula (M57) in the constellation Lyra, the 
Dumbbell Nebula (M27) in Vulpecula, and the Blinking Planetary Nebula (NGC 6572) in 
Cygnus. 
 Intense Color—Just outside the western boundary of the Summer Triangle, use a 
6-inch or larger scope to see the intensely colorful planetary nebula NGC 6572.  This 
emission nebula, known as the Emerald Nebula, was discovered in 1825 by German 
astronomer Friedrich George Wilhelm von Struve. 
 Seeing the Veil—If you have a 5-inch or larger aperture telescope with an Oxygen 
III filter, see if you can find the supernova remnant called the Veil Nebula located almost 
directly overhead in the constellation Cygnus.  Use a star chart to aim your scope at the 
naked-eye triple star 52 Cygni at RA 20h 45m 39s and DEC +30° 45" 10.9".  One part of 
the Veil Nebula passes over 52 Cygni.  The nebula is a collection of heated and ionized 
dust and gas that contains oxygen, hydrogen, and sulfur. 
  

-end- 
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 PHOTO GALLERY 
Editor’s Note: These photos were taken by Jon Salontay at our July Public Star Party. I did not get the 
chance to publish last month so here they are for this issue! Enjoy! 
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 SECRETARY’S REPORT  
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: August 9, 2021 7:30 PM Cuyahoga Astronomical 
Association 
17 members attending and 11 Zoom participants. 
 
President’s Announcements:  
-Welcome to members and visitors.  
-Recap upcoming events: August 14th: Public star party at Letha House (9-11) 
                                      August 18th: NASA Night Sky Network webinar 
 
Vice President Dave Nuti introduced speaker Kai Getrost who presented the topic: Observing 
Occultations: How to Chase Shadows for Fun and Science which was also offered as a Zoom meeting 
for remote attendees. 
 
 
Business Meeting: 
 
Treasurer: Current balance is $8633.90 after expenses of the convention, membership to 
IDA and mailing hard copies of the Observer to members. 
Secretary: The minutes are published in the Observer 
Observatory Director: All three telescopes are up and running. Repairs have been made to 
the south wall by the Medina parks system. The pass code for the observatory door is only 
available for people who have completed the observatory training. The next training session 
will occur on Saturday, August 14th at 7:30 and a spot must be reserved. 
Vice President: The next speaker will be Larry McHenry who will discuss the local group and 
how to observe it. He also added that two more informal club events will be held at Letha 
House on August 11th and 12th for the Perseid meteor shower. 
Observer Editor: The Observer always can use more articles and the deadline is the 
Wednesday before the general club meeting. 
 
 
Old Business:  
1. Cherry Springs trip is planned for the weekend before Labor Day (Sept. 1-5). Trevor will 
keep members updated on weather. 
2. September 11 is the next private star party for members. 
3. The July star party had 32 guests and 10 club members participating. 
4. Convention report: Special thanks to members Nora Mishey, Tim Campbell, Jim Bartell, 
Rich Whisler, Jay Reynolds, Frank Shoemaker, Alan Studt and Dan Ledenican for their 
efforts and contributions. 
 
 New Business:  
1. Thanks to Jim Guilford for his 20 years of service as webmaster for the CAA. 
2. The CAA was represented at Eddie Bauer event and flyers highlighting upcoming event 
were passed out. Eddie Bauer plans to continue this event on the yearly "tax free" weekend 
and donated 10% off coupons to the club for our participation. 
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3. MetroPark status: Buildings may be open in the fall or winter but no date has been 
established. The CAA will purchase its own equipment for Zoom meetings but until then, Kai 
Getrost will loan his items to the club. 
4. The North Royalton venue was deemed appropriate for club meetings and will be used 
again next month. 
5. Club announcements will continue to go out on Google Groups email but back and forth 
discussions will be conducted only on Facebook (ie comments on photos) as of September 
1st. If a member wishes to address the entire membership, either send it to the president 
or use the members only Facebook page. An email will be sent by the president with further 
information. Frank Shoemaker has made a video explaining Facebook use and this will be 
available soon for members to review. The Observer will be available on our webpage with 
an easy-to-use password and also be sent via the Google Groups email. A roster will be 
maintained with individual members' email addresses and is available through Jim Bartell. 
6. The Baldwin Wallace lectures will start on September 10 but the button for "tickets" isn't 
operational on the website. Repairs will be made but the ticket office can be contacted in 
person or by phone for tickets. 
 
 
Observations were restricted by inclement weather. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:10 pm followed by refreshments. 
 
Next meeting to be held on Monday, September 13, 2021 at 7:30 pm  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Nora Mishey 
 

SECRETARY’S REPORT (BOARD MEETING) 
Secretary’s Report 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
Board Meeting Minutes: August 25, 2021   (held 1 week earlier than usual)     7:30pm 
 
Old Business: 

I. Jay states that the 8” telescope in the Observatory may have been bumped and was misaligned. He 
is working on it. 

II. We are continuing to update membership list as treasurer monitors due payments. 
III. Requesting members to come at 7:30pm at next public Star Party to answer telescope questions 

and assist in set up of telescopes for the public. 
IV. Mailed Observer Copies: Gale to assess cost of mailing per person and update Trevor. 
V. Old Observers can be found in the Cuyastro.org in the Observer tab. A log in is required. Password 

is complicated. Frank will investigate simplifying this password. Will look at putting the club 
calendar and member directory in a confidential area here as well. 

VI. Club will move to using Facebook as the primary source of information beginning  September 1.  
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VII. Club trip to Cherry Springs, PA: Continue to plan for trip to Cherry Springs over Labor Day weekend. 
See Facebook for details. 

 
New Business: 

I. Discussion as to how make “In the Sky” segments for WKYC (Jay Reynolds and Gale Franko) a 
value-added benefit for members.  
-Can post member’s sky pictures,  
-Announcement of CAA activities with post activity photos  
-Document partnership with WKYC in each Observer. 

II. New signage discussed: Current banner is difficult to handle. Discussed different types of signage. 
Would need to have website/QR code, be waterproof, wind resistant and able to securely stick in 
the ground. 

III. Discussed continuation of private star parties vs. spontaneous gatherings. Will discuss further. 
IV. Dave Nutti annual picnic to be changed to 9/26/21 if okay with the Whislers. 
V. Board meeting locations: Would like to continue to meet in person. Jay to follow up with Panera’s 

in N. Olmstead. Other options discussed as well. 
VI. Club meeting locations: Cleveland Metroparks will no longer allow monthly club meetings  at its 

locations. Will continue with club meetings at Nora’s facility through the end of         the    
year.  

VII. Considerations for a new venue: Would like to keep professional and continue monthly lecture 
series. Would like it to be centrally located and easily accessible. 
-Would need a speaker’s area, Wi-Fi, sound system, projector, screen, computer, large amount of 
seating and ample parking.  Would like to continue Zoom for those who are not able to attend the 
meetings in person. 
-A committee has been formed to look for a new location-Jay, Jim, Tim, and Gale. Will consider 
colleges, high schools, and libraries among other venues. Jay will contact the city of Lakewood 
about the Women’s Pavilion at Lakewood Park. If this works, then potentially, club members could 
set up telescopes after the meetings and engage the public. 
- Would like to continue a relationship with the Cleveland Metroparks. Trevor to speak with Rocky 
River about doing quarterly weekend programs at the nature center (for example 10 am-12). 

       VIII.        Jay looking to commit to the club participating in the 2023 Solar Eclipse (Lakewood Park 
vs.               Edgewater). Also, need to set up a committee for the 2024 Solar Eclipse.          
            
Next Board meeting scheduled for 10/6/2021 at 7:30pm. Location to be announce. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gale Franko, Secretary 
 
 

 

 TREASURER’S REPORT 
CAA Financial Report Aug-21 
Beginning Bank Bal. 8,251.44 
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Beginning Petty Cash 381.65 
Total Beginning Cash 8,633.09 

  
Income - Bank  
Memberships (checks) 25.00 
Memberships (PayPal) 59.34 
Prepaid Magazine Subscriptions  
Interest 0.07 
Cash Transfer  
Donations 300.00 
Misc.  
  
Income - Petty Cash  
Memberships  
Convention (raffle)  
  
Expenses - Bank  
CAA Newsletter & Copies 29.07 
CAA Website  
Annual P.O. Box Rental   
Magazine Expense  
International Dark Sky Association  
Convention  
Misc. 100.00 

  
Expenses - Petty Cash  
Cash Transfer  
Refreshments 12.08 

  
Net Bank 8,506.78 
Net Petty Cash 369.57 
Total 8,876.35 

 
Jim Bartell, Treasurer 
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 CLUB CONTACTS 
 

Contact CAA:    info@cuyastro.org 
 
President:  
Trevor Braun president@cuyastro.org 
 
Vice President:  
Dave Nuti   
 
Editor of the Observer:  
Tim Campbell     observer@cuyastro.org  
 
Treasurer: 
Jim Bartell  treasurer@cuyastro.org 
 
Secretary: 
Gale Franko 
 
 
Members at Large: 
Kai Getrost                 
Frank Shoemaker  
Jay Reynolds 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds  
Hospitality: 
Rich and Nancy Whisler 
Education Director: 
Nora Mishey 

  

mailto:info@cuyastro.org
mailto:president@cuyastro.org
mailto:observer@cuyastro.org
mailto:treasurer@cuyastro.org
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 CAA 2021 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
2021 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

 
Date: __/__/__ 
Name:________________________________________________________ 
Address:______________________________________________________ 
City:_____________________________ State:__ ______ Zip Code: ________ 
Phone:_________________ E-Mail:_________________________________ 
 

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 
E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 
Membership Level: __ $10 Student  __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family        $___.__ 
 
The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website, 
www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00          $___.__ 
 
Magazine Subscriptions: 
PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 
 
Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00            $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
 
Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $43.95              $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 

 
 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.__  

 
 
How did you hear about us? ______________________________________ 
 
 
 
Please make checks payable to:  Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
      P.O. Box 868 
      North Olmsted, OH 44070 
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