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A Publication of The Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
PO Box 868, North Olmsted, OH 44070 
CAA Homepage: http://www.cuyastro.org 

MEMBER OF NASA / JPL 
 

 

TIMOTHY R. CAMPBELL, EDITOR 

CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND SPEAKER PROGRAM 
Reminder: Letha House and our observatory are located in the Medina 
County Park District's Letha House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. 
OH 44256. 
 
SPEAKERS FOR 2021 
 
November 8, 2021 
Frank Shoemaker, Club Member and Webmaster 
“My Space Images and How I produced them” 
Frank’s Summary: I'll show and discuss images I've taken going back to Halley's 
comment in the mid 80's.  Most of the images are much more recent.   I'll show the 
images and talk about how I made them and processed them. 
 
 
December – No meeting. Winter Dinner! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
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 WINTER DINNER 
Here is hoping that finally we can enjoy a nice dinner together to celebrate the holidays and prepare for 
the coming New Year. 2022 will be better, I promise! 
So, our thanks to VP Dave Nuti for taking care of the arrangements.  We will be getting together once 
again at Mahle’s Restaurant in Westlake on Wednesday, December 8. We have a private room and will 
have the usual appetizer setup for the cocktail hour, provided by the Club.  
Details: 
Mahle’s Restaurant 
24945 Detroit Rd. 
Westlake, OH  44145 
Wednesday December 8, 2021 
Cocktail hour 6-7PM 
Dinner at 7  
The menu is available online at mahlesrestaurant.com 
PLEASE RESPOND WITH YOUR MENU SELECTIONS AND DESIRE TO ATTEND TO DAVE 
NUTI!   

From Dave: 
I put the menu on Facebook and email. I need to know who’s attending, any 
guests and menu selection. They can email their selection etc 
to working212@yahoo.com or reply on the Facebook notice on the CAA 
members only page.  
Worst case scenario they can call me @ 216-592-1706.  
I need to know who’s going and selection by December 1st.  
Dave 
 

 FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR 
Anther month, another year, but the future looks bright—gonna have to wear shades! 
I have now been editor of the Observer for more than five years! Took over in June of 2016 after the 
previous administration and the previous editor could not meet eye to eye on certain aspects of doing 

mailto:working212@yahoo.com
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the newsletter. It has certainly been fun, but also a lot of work.  Going forward, as we see more of the 
same material being placed on the website or the Facebook Page, we may have to look at whether the 
Observer is still relevant. I think that it would be a good idea of members communicated their thoughts 
and feelings on this matter. Do you read the publication? Are there features you prefer or would like to 
add? Is the material redundant and easier to access in our other venues? 
Please send your thoughts to me at the Observer email address (see below) or to President Trevor at 
president@cuyastro.org.  
I can still use material for the newsletter. Please submit any such materials to 
OBSERVER@CUYASTRO.ORG. Deadline for publication is the Thursday before our monthly 
meeting—which of course is always the SECOND MONDAY OF EACH MONTH except for 
December. We feast and frolic in December! 
For now, enjoy, and please keep looking up! (Except when walking or crossing the street!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
Fellow astronomers, 
 
It is hard to believe that winter and the holiday season is right around the corner, and as CAA wraps 
up another successful year, I have a few items to share with you. 
 
First, CAA’s annual winter dinner will be held on Wednesday, December 8th at Mahle’s restaurant in 
Westlake. If you are planning to attend, please contact Vice President Dave Nuti to RSVP and 
provide your meal selection. CAA has been holding its annual winter dinner at Mahle’s restaurant 
for several years now, and I am looking forward to socializing with all of you as we celebrate the 
successes our club as achieved in 2021. 
 
Secondly, we had our first meeting at our new location at Baldwin Wallace University in October. 
The meeting went on without any problems, and we are all very grateful to Gary Kader for helping 
to facilitate such an easy transition. I’m looking forward to see where this partnership goes in the 
future. 
 
Thirdly, I am excited to officially announce a new series of public programs for 2022. In partnership 
with the Cleveland Metroparks and Rocky River Nature Center, CAA will be hosting four public 

mailto:president@cuyastro.org
mailto:OBSERVER@CUYASTRO.ORG
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programs in 2022. These programs were designed with two things in mind. First and foremost, this 
is a result of the membership engagement survey many of you completed earlier this year. One of 
the most recurring comments we received is that members would like CAA to offer more 
programming geared towards beginners. Secondly, these programs will be open to the public and 
focused on teaching people about amateur astronomy by sharing our years of expertise to make 
entrance into our hobby less intimidating. While we have not yet finalized the topics of each of the 
programs, we expect them to cover basic telescope operation, what to look for when buying a 
telescope, basic astrophotography, and binocular observing. In return for our programming, the 
Metroparks have offered to advertise the programs in The Emerald Necklace, on their Facebook 
page, on their website, and within the Rocky River Nature Center. I think this will be a great 
opportunity for CAA to engage with potential new members right within our home range. 
 
The programs are scheduled to begin at 10:00 AM, with CAA volunteers arriving when the nature 
center opens at 9:30 to set up. Although the presentations are still in development, we anticipate 
them to cover a brief overview of what can be seen in the sky over the coming months (naked eye, 
with binoculars, and with a telescope), and will then be followed by a more comprehensive 
educational program. Furthermore, 3 of the 4 events are scheduled to overlap with our public star 
parties at Letha House, so that we can hopefully push increased participation at those events (learn 
how to use your telescope here, and then join us at Letha House to put your new skills to use). I’m 
really looking forward to seeing how these events develop, but will need volunteers to help out. 
More information with be forthcoming, but if you are interested in volunteering, please contact me 
at president@cuyastro.org. 
 
Finally, CAA is currently seeking to purchase a laptop from which we can run presentations at our 
public programs at BW and at the RRNC. In accordance with the club’s by-laws, a vote must be 
taken in order to authorize this purchase, and membership must be notified two months in 
advance. We held a discussion period during our October meeting. Please consider this notification 
that we will be voting to authorize a maximum of $2,000 for purchase of a computer at the winter 
dinner. As a side note, the laptop we are looking at costs ~$1,000, but at our October meeting 
membership felt it appropriate to authorize more than that just in case. 
 
Wishing you clear skies, 

 

 CAA HAS A NEW HOME (FOR MEETINGS)! 
Next meeting to be held live again at BW! Monday November 8 7:30PM. All are welcome! 

mailto:president@cuyastro.org
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Enter through the East entrance off the quad.  Surrarrer auditorium is right across from the entrance. 
 I suggest parking in the lot next to the observatory #5 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
 

 

 PAYING DUES IN THE 21ST CENTURY 

From Trevor:  

I am pleased to announce that CAA is now able to accept electronic dues payments through 
our website via PayPal. Many thanks to Jim Guilford and Frank Shoemaker, who made this 
functionality possible. In order to make an electronic payment, you must have an active 
PayPal account, which is free and secure. PayPal reports having over 192 million active 
users, and is utilized by businesses and individuals around the world to process electronic 
payments. You may view their privacy and security policies on their 
website: https://www.paypal.com/us/webapps/mpp/paypal-safety-and-security 

  

In order to pay your dues electronically, please navigate to the “Membership” area of our 
website (cuyastro.org/membership/) and scroll to the bottom. There you will see the option to 
make a payment for each of the 3 membership tiers we offer. Simply click on  “Pay with 
PayPal” next to the membership tier you wish to purchase, and follow the on-screen prompts 
to make your payment. You will be able to pay with all major credit cards, or can link your 
bank account. In all cases, all transactions are handled via PayPal and CAA does not have 
access to any of your credit card, bank account, or personal information. The membership 
prices are also increased slightly to account for a small processing fee.  

After completing your payment a receipt will be sent to your personal e-mail, and a 
notification will be sent to CAA. Within a few days you will receive an acknowledgement 
from president@cuyastro.org, along with a fillable pdf membership form. Please fill out the 
form and return it. It will then be forwarded to our Treasurer, who will record the membership 
and mail a membership card.  

https://www.paypal.com/us/webapps/mpp/paypal-safety-and-security
http://cuyastro.org/membership/
mailto:president@cuyastro.org


NOVEMBER 2021  Volume 50 Issue 11 
 

7 
 

This process has a lot of steps right now, and I anticipate we will look to streamline it for next 
year. In the meantime, this will offer us greater capabilities when it comes to recruiting new 
members or providing greater options to members who do not have a checkbook.  

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.  

Trevor Braun 

President, CAA 

 

 CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OBSERVER 
Members and Contributors! 
Up until now, I have had to cull the email threads for material. But now we have a 
dedicated email address for the Observer!  Please use this address for pictures, articles, 
comments, and basically anything you would like to see published in our newsletter. 

Observer@cuyastro.org 
 
I will still glance through the email threads, but no guarantees that I will spot everything. 
Send over to the above email address and I am certain to see it! 
Tim Campbell, Editor 

 CLEVELAND METROPARKS PERMITS 
From Trevor:  

Our overnight permit for the Cleveland Metroparks system has been approved. There have been some 
changes to the instructions we received from the Metroparks police, so I am sending them along for your 
reference:  

In order for Cuyahoga Astronomical Association to conduct programs/star gazing the following 
guidelines must be followed:  

* Permission to stay in approved areas of the park after hours for this activity requires 
notification/approval of Police at least 24 hours prior to activity call Police Dispatch at 440-331-5530 
AND email police@clevelandmetroparks.com 

mailto:Observer@cuyastro.org
mailto:police@clevelandmetroparks.com
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* Please note display of CAA Membership Card is to be placed in window. 

* Certificate of insurance required from Cuyahoga Astronomical Association. 

* Permit holder is responsible for any violations and damage to park property. 

 Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

 Trevor Braun 

President, CAA 

 

 HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR NOVEMBER SKIES 
Editor’s Note: My thanks to our past president, Bill Murmann, for his many 
contributions to the club and to this newsletter! Here is the latest from SKY & 
TELESCOPE! 

Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine and to Orion Telescopes & Binoculars for help 
with this brief list of what-to-see in November 2021. —by Bill Murmann. 

*   *   * 
 Leonids Meteor Shower—Around midnight on November 17 into the morning 
hours of November 18 will be a good time to see the annual Leonids meteor shower.  
Look for the meteors radiating from the constellation of Leo the Lion.  The Leonids are 
debris left over from the comet Temple-Tuttle, a short-period comet that orbits the Sun 
every 33 years.  The nearly full Moon will make observing difficult this year. 
 Partial Lunar Eclipse—On the night of November 18-19, there will be a deep, 
partial lunar eclipse.  The Moon will enter Earth’s umbral shadow at 2:18 a.m. EST on 
the 19th.  The maximum eclipse will occur at 4:03 a.m. when 97 percent of the Moon’s 
disk will enter the umbra, leaving just a sliver of the southern limb visible.  The Moon 
will be about 5 and a half degrees from the Pleiades star cluster. 
 Timing Crater Immersion—During the lunar eclipse described above, you can 
join Sky & Telescope Senior Contributing Editor Roger W. Sinnott in timing crater 
immersions as the umbral eclipse takes place.  You can send your timing observations to 
him at roger.sinnott@verizon.net.  Check Sky & Telescope’s website prior to the eclipse 
for further information on crater selection at skyandtelescope.org. 

Variable Star in Cepheus—Look north at this time of year to see the constellation 
Cepheus near Polaris.  Cepheus is home to Delta Cephei, the prototype for pulsating 

mailto:roger.sinnott@verizon.net
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variable stars now known as Cepheids.  Delta Cephei is a magnitude 3.5 to 4.4 
circumpolar yellow-white giant 900 light years from us with a blue-white companion.  
Both stars are located near the Galactic Equator. 

Andromeda Galaxy—The Andromeda Galaxy is the nearest galaxy to our own 
Milky Way.  This spiral giant is moving toward us and will eventually collide with the 
Milky Way in millions of years.  The Andromeda Galaxy will be positioned high in the 
eastern sky near the constellation Andromeda in November.  A 6-inch or larger scope  
will give the best views.  It can also be seen as a fuzzy patch through binoculars. 

Gem in Cassiopia—The constellation Cassiopia is the big “W” in the night sky.  
It is home to the colorful double star Eta Cassiopia, which is visible to the naked eye at 
magnitude 3.43.  Eta, also known as Achird, is special for its amazing color combination, 
a creamy yellow-white for the primary star and a copper color for the smaller secondary 
star.  Look for Eta at RA 00h 49m and +57 degrees 48 arc minutes. 

Veil Nebula—Use an OIII filter and low power with a 4-inch or larger scope under 
dark skies to see this nebula on the eastern side of the constellation Cygnus the Swan.  
Use a star chart or Sky & Telescope’s “Pocket Sky Atlas” to locate the star 52 Cygni to 
help locate the Veil.  Cygnus is a summer constellation that is setting early in the evening 
but is still visible in the fall. 

Hyades— At only 153 light years from us, the Hyades is the nearest star cluster to 
our solar system.  This open star cluster is visible in the constellation Taurus overhead 
near the ecliptic.  Look for the reddish star Aldebaran, which is considered the “eye” of 
Taurus the Bull.    Binoculars or a wide field scope will give the best view of the Hyades.
  

The Seven Sisters—M45, the Pleiades star cluster, is one of the gems of the fall 
and winter night sky.  Known as the “Seven Sisters,” it can be seen with the unaided eye 
and looks great through binoculars or with a low-power wide field scope.  Look for 
Pleiades above the constellation Taurus the Bull. 
 Triangulum Galaxy (M33)—Spotting this galaxy on the opposite side of the 
constellation Andromeda from the Andromeda Galaxy can be a test used to judge the 
darkness and transparency of an observing site.  See if you can spot it from our Letha 
House site.  Use a constellation finder like Sky & Telescope’s “Star Wheel” to help 
navigate the night sky. 

-end- 
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 PHOTO GALLERY 
Here are some photos of the Aurora Borealis, contributed by Chris Cristie. Taken this past month at his 
special spot in Rocky River by the Lakefront!  

 

 
 



NOVEMBER 2021  Volume 50 Issue 11 
 

12 
 

 SECRETARY’S REPORT  
Editor’s Note: We will be publishing both the minutes of the general monthly club 
meeting and then the minutes of the net month’s club board meeting. Our thanks 
and gratitude to Gale Franko for her work in taking and compiling these minutes! 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 
 October 11,, 2021 7:30 PM 

President Announcements: 
Updated membership on future speakers and upcoming events 
-10/28 NASA Night Sky Network Webinar. 
-11/8 Last general membership meeting and public lecture for 2021 
-Thanks to CAA partners 
  Gary Kader and BW. There will be an open house at BW with Observatory watching 10/15 
  Channel 3/In The Sky 
  Cleveland Metroparks 
  Medina County Parks/Letha House 
   
Guest speaker: Alan Studt. Starry, starry night. 
 
Business Meeting: 
President’s Report (Trevor Braun): 

I. Treasurer’s information stands as published in The Observer. Dues are due in November. 
II. Secretary’s report stands as published in The Observer. 
III. V.P. report: Annual December winter dinner to be held at Mahle’s. Date TBA 
IV. Thanks to Alan for updating the picture on CAA’s FB page and freshening up our logo. 

 
Old Business:    

I. Last public star party was rained out, but approximately 20 people came. 
II. Reminder: Board meetings are open to the general membership. They are held the Wednesday 

prior to the general membership meetings at Bob Evans in N. Olmsted at  
7:00 p.m. Please let Trevor know if you will be coming, for seating considerations. 

 
New Business: 

I. New meeting location acknowledgement to Gary Kader and BW. CAA has this space through 
December of 2022. Will work on reserving room for 2023 in the spring. 

II. CAA to purchase a new computer. Need performance power for presentations, including the ability 
to Zoom, show video, etc. According to the bylaws the club needs to discuss this at 2 separate 
gatherings, then vote on any purchases over 400.00. After today’s discussion, a cap of 2000.00 will 
be requested for the computer. 

III. Club merchandise discussed. In general, the membership is in favor of purchasing/selling 
merchandise. Decals, keychains, hats, calendars, shirts and red lights were suggested.  

IV. CAA will continue to partner with the Cleveland Metroparks by giving quarterly presentations at 
the Rocky River Nature center on Saturday mornings from 10 a.m.- 12 noon. The club will focus on 
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education for the public. This will include what to look at in the night sky for the next quarter and 
an educational segment, i.e. how to use a telescope or binoculars. 

V. There are 2 members still receiving The Observer via direct mailing. The cost is significant and will 
be reassessed. 

VI. Trevor stated that many people coming to our public star parties read about us on the Medina 
Metroparks social media page. He will contact the Metropark about putting our contact 
information/link to FB page on the site. We will request that Cleveland Metroparks does the same 
when advertising for a CAA event. 

VII. Nora to update CAA’s business cards, using the updated logo.  
Observations: none 
 
Meeting Adjourned 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Gale Franko, Secretary 
 
BOARD MEETING NOVEMBER 3, 2021 
Secretary’s Report 

Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 

Board Meeting Minutes:  November 3, 2021      7:00pm 

 

The President facilitated discussion on agenda items as follows: 

I. Reported that the majority of CAA’s 2021 public events were successful with regards to turnout, 
largely due to the favorable weather and Facebook promotion.   
 

II. Annual membership renewal drive will begin next month.  Treasurer will update the membership 
forms to reflect current subscription rates for S&T, Astronomy magazines. 
 

III. Observatory proposals for 2022 include  
(a) Purchase of 20x80 binoculars with adjustable parallel mount, ~ $1000. 
(b) Motorize roof , ~ $2000. 
(c) camara mounts for scopes,  encouraging membership interest in astrophotography.   
Mounting equipment (not camaras) would be relatively low-cost.            
 

IV. Observatory Director’s Report also proposed movement towards research use of our facilities, as is 
done by Chagrin Valley (certified for asteroid study).  Membership would need to be surveyed for 
interest.   A separately focused meeting to further discuss details will be needed. 
   

V. BW General Meetings – The first meeting went well.   
(a)  Some discussion re: time constraints and the need to leave the facility by 9PM.   Starting at 
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7pm was proposed but considered to be too early for working members.  Will continue 7:30 
starts.    
(b) We will ask Alan Studt if he can produce sturdy signs to help direct members to the proper 
lot/entrances.   
(c) Whislers will no longer be providing refreshments at BW.  The President volunteered to bring 
donuts for the November meeting.   
(d) Zoom appears to work well but president will check with P. Leopold to confirm.   
 

VI. Observer – Editor T. Campbell proposes placing most articles and information on Facebook rather 
than making this a separate “publication”.   Much of the content should be on the public page to 
boost interest. 
 

VII. F. Shoemaker will work to place membership roster and contact info on members-only Facebook 
page.  
 

VIII. Facebook use still needs more encouragement and promotion at general meetings.  Google group 
used to have far more spontaneous in-depth discussions.    

IX. MetroParks – Rocky River Naturalist is very excited re: our proposed 2022 quarterly public events.    
(a) Will keep these geared for age 12+, but may consider a separate event for younger children 
with the Naturalist as primary facilitator.   
(b) Events will be promoted in Emerald Necklace publication.   
(c) Dates set are 2/19, 5/7, 8/20, and 10/15. 
     

X. Gary Kader will be our official BW liaison and is henceforth welcome to attend any CAA board 
meetings in that capacity as needed.  
  

XI. V.P. reported only (10) members have signed up for the holiday party.  Will promote at the 
general meeting. 
 

XII. Bylaws review.   Probably due for re-exam.  Frank S. will initiate.       
 

XIII. Need to explore alternative location for future board meetings, as Bob Evans is asking us to be out 
by 8PM.   
 
 
December board meeting cancelled.   Next meeting to be held in January 2022.  

 

Respectfully, 

Jim Bartell, Treasurer and substitute secretary 
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 TREASURER’S REPORT 
CAA Financial Report Oct-21 
Beginning Bank Bal. 8,715.33 
Beginning Petty Cash 369.57 
Total Beginning Cash 9,084.90 

  
Income - Bank  
Memberships (checks) 30.00 
Memberships (PayPal)  
Prepaid Magazine Subscriptions  
Interest 0.07 
Cash Transfer  
Donations  
Misc.  
  
Income - Petty Cash  
Donations 22.00 
Memberships  
Convention (raffle)  
  
Expenses - Bank  
CAA Newsletter & Copies 13.93 
CAA Website  
Annual P.O. Box Rental   
Magazine Expense  
International Dark Sky Association  
Convention  
Misc.  
  
Expenses - Petty Cash  
Cash Transfer  
Refreshments 17.98 

  
Net Bank 8,731.47 
Net Petty Cash 373.59 
Total 9,105.06 

  
Jim Bartelli, Treasurer 
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 CLUB CONTACTS 
 

Contact CAA:    info@cuyastro.org 
 
President:  
Trevor Braun president@cuyastro.org 
 
Vice President:  
Dave Nuti   
Editor of the Observer:  
Tim Campbell     observer@cuyastro.org  
Treasurer: 
Jim Bartell  treasurer@cuyastro.org 
Secretary: 
Gale Franko 
 
Members at Large: 
Kai Getrost                 
Frank Shoemaker  
Jay Reynolds 
 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds  
Education Director: 
Nora Mishey 

  

mailto:info@cuyastro.org
mailto:president@cuyastro.org
mailto:observer@cuyastro.org
mailto:treasurer@cuyastro.org


NOVEMBER 2021  Volume 50 Issue 11 
 

17 
 

 CAA 2021 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
2021 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

 
Date: __/__/__ 
Name:________________________________________________________ 
Address:______________________________________________________ 
City:_____________________________ State:__ ______ Zip Code: ________ 
Phone:_________________ E-Mail:_________________________________ 
 

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 
E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 
Membership Level: __ $10 Student  __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family        $___.__ 
 
The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website, 
www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00          $___.__ 
 
Magazine Subscriptions: 
PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 
 
Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00            $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
 
Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $43.95              $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 

 
 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.__  

 
 
How did you hear about us? ______________________________________ 
 
 
 
Please make checks payable to:  Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
      P.O. Box 868 
      North Olmsted, OH 44070 
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