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A Publication of The Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
PO Box 868, North Olmsted, OH 44070 
CAA Homepage: http://www.cuyastro.org 

MEMBER OF NASA / JPL 
 

 

TIMOTHY R. CAMPBELL, EDITOR 

CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND SPEAKER PROGRAM 
Reminder: Letha House and our observatory are located in the Medina 
County Park District's Letha House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. 
OH 44256. 
 

CAA PROGRAMS FOR 2022 
Cleveland Metroparks Beginners Programs (NEW) 
  
February 19: Learn the night sky with binoculars 
May 7: Learning the basics with telescopes 
August 20: The basics of astrophotography 
October 15: How to buy a telescope 
  
Letha House Public Star Parties 
  
May 7, 2022 from 9-11 p.m. 
June 4, 2022 from 9-11 p.m. 
July 2, 2022 from 9-11 p.m. 
August 20, 2022 from 9-11 p.m. 
September 17, 2022 from 8-10 p.m. 
October 15, 2022 from 8-10 p.m. 
  
CAA Annual Convention: July 30, 2022 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
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SPEAKERS FOR 2022 
All CAA monthly meetings will be held at Baldwin Wallace, our new meeting 
home! 7:30PM the Second Monday of each month except for December. 
 
January 10, 2022 
Matt Franduto, discussing and showing his annual space-related Calendar 
 
February 14, 2022 
Paul Leopold Topic TBD 
 
March 14. 2022 
Jeffrey Woytach, discussing NASA Glenn’s contribution to the Apollo Moon 
Mission Program 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR 
Sorry for the late publishing date, but I was out of the country on vacation until late on the 7th of this 
month.  Back in time to attend our annual holiday dinner at Mahle’s Restaurant in Westlake, but not in 
time to put out the Observer before the dinner. 
 
It has been an interesting and challenging 2021. I hope that 2022 turns into a good and 
not-so-challenging year for the club, for all of you, and for astronomy and science in general. See you 
in January! 
 
Please send your thoughts to me at the Observer email address (see below) or to President Trevor at 
president@cuyastro.org.  

mailto:president@cuyastro.org
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I can still use material for the newsletter. Please submit any such materials to 
OBSERVER@CUYASTRO.ORG. Deadline for publication is the Thursday before our monthly 
meeting—which of course is always the SECOND MONDAY OF EACH MONTH except for 
December. We feast and frolic in December! 
For now, enjoy, and please keep looking up! (Except when walking or crossing the street!) 
 

 PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
Fellow astronomers, 
 
2021 was a year filled with change and major successes for CAA, and I want to take a moment to 
review them with you; but first, a friendly reminder that we are in membership renewal season. This 
year we have two options for paying your annual dues. The traditional option of mailing in a check to 
CAA’s P.O. Box is always an option, but CAA can also accept dues payments via PayPal on our website. 
As a side-note, I have received questions about CAA offering the capability to renew magazine 
subscriptions at the club discount with online membership renewal. I have done a poor job 
communicating this, but the publishers of both Sky & Telescope and Astronomy magazines both offer 
online renewals at the club discounted rate on their websites (and in some cases offer more options, 
such as online-only, etc.). Here are the pertinent links: 
 
www.skyandtelescope.org/clubrenew 
www.astronomy.com/clubmember  
 
As a renewing member, you will maintain access to our observatory at Letha House Park, over-night 
permits to the Cleveland Metroparks and Medina County Park District, attendance at our private 
annual convention, and access to the NASA Night Sky Network webinars. I hope to see your name on 
the roster for next year! 
 
Looking back on the year, I want to take a moment to reflect upon some of our major successes this 
year: 
 

• Hosted approximately 170 guests at our public star parties 
• Participated in a new event at Crocker Park in partnership with Eddie Bauer 
• Located a new home for our monthly meetings and lecture series in partnership with Baldwin 

Wallace University 
• Coordinated observatory repairs with Medina County Parks 
• Enhanced club social media platforms 
• Planned the first club trip to Cherry Springs State Park 
• Returned to live meetings while continuing to broadcast live via Zoom 

mailto:OBSERVER@CUYASTRO.ORG
http://www.skyandtelescope.org/clubrenew
http://www.astronomy.com/clubmember
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It has been a very busy year, and I am grateful to all of our members who volunteered their time to 
participate in our public events. I would also like to extend my thanks to all of our board members, 
who have sacrificed their time to participate in monthly meetings and to make the hard decisions 
needed to keep CAA moving ahead. They all play an integral role in the success of CAA. 

Finally, I want to recognize the inaugural recipient of CAA’s Bill Murmann Award. This award 
recognizes a member who has attended the most public outreach events during the year and has 
gone above and beyond in supporting CAA’s mission. This year the award will be given to Nora 
Mishey. Not only did Nora attend every public event of the year, but she also played an integral role 
in procuring a temporary home for CAA when we returned to live meetings prior to partnering with 
Baldwin Wallace. Furthermore, Nora has created and brings to every event an enormous display of 
educational astronomy material which supplements our programming at public events. Nora also 
bakes delicious cookies for all our events. Nora’s name will be engraved on a plaque which will hang 
in the observatory, and the club will pay her dues for 2022. Congratulations to Nora, and thanks for 
your commitment to CAA’s mission! 

 
Wishing you clear skies and a happy new year, 
 
Trevor Braun 
President, CAA 

 

 WINTER DINNER 
This was a success! We had perhaps 30 plus in attendance and enjoyed a very good dinner and social 
get-together at Mahle’s Restaurant on Detroit Road in Westlake.  
Many thanks to Dave Nuti for arranging the dinner and handling the reservation process! 

 CAA HAS A NEW HOME (FOR MEETINGS)! 
Next meeting to be held live again at BW! Monday November 8 7:30PM. All are welcome! 
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Enter through the East entrance off the quad.  Surrarrer auditorium is right across from the entrance. 
 I suggest parking in the lot next to the observatory #5 
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 PAYING DUES IN THE 21ST CENTURY 

From Trevor:  

I am pleased to announce that CAA is now able to accept electronic dues payments through 
our website via PayPal. Many thanks to Jim Guilford and Frank Shoemaker, who made this 
functionality possible. In order to make an electronic payment, you must have an active 
PayPal account, which is free and secure. PayPal reports having over 192 million active 
users, and is utilized by businesses and individuals around the world to process electronic 
payments. You may view their privacy and security policies on their 
website: https://www.paypal.com/us/webapps/mpp/paypal-safety-and-security 

  

In order to pay your dues electronically, please navigate to the “Membership” area of our 
website (cuyastro.org/membership/) and scroll to the bottom. There you will see the option to 
make a payment for each of the 3 membership tiers we offer. Simply click on  “Pay with 
PayPal” next to the membership tier you wish to purchase, and follow the on-screen prompts 
to make your payment. You will be able to pay with all major credit cards, or can link your 
bank account. In all cases, all transactions are handled via PayPal and CAA does not have 
access to any of your credit card, bank account, or personal information. The membership 
prices are also increased slightly to account for a small processing fee.  

After completing your payment a receipt will be sent to your personal e-mail, and a 
notification will be sent to CAA. Within a few days you will receive an acknowledgement 
from president@cuyastro.org, along with a fillable pdf membership form. Please fill out the 
form and return it. It will then be forwarded to our Treasurer, who will record the membership 
and mail a membership card.  

This process has a lot of steps right now, and I anticipate we will look to streamline it for next 
year. In the meantime, this will offer us greater capabilities when it comes to recruiting new 
members or providing greater options to members who do not have a checkbook.  

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.  

Trevor Braun 

https://www.paypal.com/us/webapps/mpp/paypal-safety-and-security
http://cuyastro.org/membership/
mailto:president@cuyastro.org
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 CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OBSERVER 
Members and Contributors! 
Up until now, I have had to cull the email threads for material. But now we have a 
dedicated email address for the Observer!  Please use this address for pictures, articles, 
comments, and basically anything you would like to see published in our newsletter. 

Observer@cuyastro.org 
 
I will still glance through the email threads, but no guarantees that I will spot everything. 
Send over to the above email address and I am certain to see it! 
Tim Campbell, Editor 

 CLEVELAND METROPARKS PERMITS 
From Trevor:  

Our overnight permit for the Cleveland Metroparks system has been approved. There have been some 
changes to the instructions we received from the Metroparks police, so I am sending them along for your 
reference:  

In order for Cuyahoga Astronomical Association to conduct programs/star gazing the following 
guidelines must be followed:  

* Permission to stay in approved areas of the park after hours for this activity requires 
notification/approval of Police at least 24 hours prior to activity call Police Dispatch at 440-331-5530 
AND email police@clevelandmetroparks.com 

* Please note display of CAA Membership Card is to be placed in window. 

* Certificate of insurance required from Cuyahoga Astronomical Association. 

* Permit holder is responsible for any violations and damage to park property. 

 Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

 Trevor Braun 

mailto:Observer@cuyastro.org
mailto:police@clevelandmetroparks.com
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 HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR DECEMBER SKIES 
Editor’s Note: My thanks to our past president, Bill Murmann, for his many 
contributions to the club and to this newsletter! Here is the latest from SKY & 
TELESCOPE! 

Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine, Spaceweather.com, and the Encyclopedia 
Britannica for help with this brief description of what-to-see in December. —by Bill 
Murmann. 

*   *   * 
New Comet on Display—If we have clear skies, newly discovered Comet Leonard 

will be naked-eye visible at dusk near Venus starting December 14.  This will be the first 
time this long-period comet will be visible in 70,000 years.  After it passes around the 
Sun this time, scientists think it will be ejected from the solar system, never to be seen 
again.  Comet Leonard is named after its discoverer Greg Leonard. 

Winter Solstice—Tuesday, December 21, at 10:19 p.m. will mark the Winter 
Solstice, the shortest day and longest night of the year in the northern hemisphere. The 
winter solstice marks the start of astronomical winter in the northern hemisphere and the 
point at which Earth’s north polar axis is pointed the farthest from the Sun.   Many 
cultures throughout history have considered the Winter Solstice a special event. 
 Forbush Event—According to Spaceweather.com, we experienced a 20 percent 
drop in atmospheric radiation last month on November 3rd and 4th when a “Cannibal 
CME” (coronal mass ejection) hit the Earth.  CMEs normally increase atmospheric 
radiation.  This one, however, lowered radiation by blocking and sweeping aside galactic 
cosmic rays that normally hit the Earth.  This is described as a “Forbush Event” after 
physicist Scott E. Forbush who first described the process in 1937. 

Geminids Meteor Shower—The annual Geminids meteor shower will take place 
from Dec. 4-17, with some interference from the Moon.  Observers usually can expect to 
see about 100 multicolored meteors per hour from this event.  Look toward the 
constellation Gemini in the east.  The Geminids, which create a high number of bright 
Earth-grazing meteors, are thought to be caused by dusty debris from 3200 Phaethon, a 
Palladian asteroid with a short-period “rock comet” orbit of 1.4 years.  A discovery by 
the Parker Solar Probe indicates that 3200 Phaethon suffered a major impact at some time 
that created its rocky debris trail. 
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Orion’s Bounty—The constellation Orion will be positioned high in the sky 
during December and the following winter months.  Look in the middle of Orion’s sword 
for M42, the great Orion Nebula, which can be seen naked eye.  The nebula contains 
about 2,000 stars in a 20 light-year radius.  Use binoculars or a wide-field scope for a 
great view of this famous nebula. 
 Orion’s Trapezium—The Trapezium is a group of four massive stars located in 
the heart of the great Orion Nebula.  The stars, labeled A,B,C, and D on charts, form a 
distinctive diamond pattern that can be seen with a 4.5-inch scope using a 6mm eyepiece 
and a 3X Barlow lens.  The Trapezium was discovered by Galileo in the 1600s.  Look 
for the Trapezium at RA 05h 35.4m and DEC -05° 27´. 
 Monkey Head Nebula—This interesting nebula and star cluster, NGC 2174/2175, 
is about 6,400 light years from us and is located near the top of Orion’s raised “hand.”  
Use a wide-field scope under dark skies to spot it. 
 New Moon & the Horsehead—If you have a 10-inch or larger scope with a 
hydrogen-beta nebula filter, take advantage of the new Moon on January 2 to see if you 
can spot the famous Horsehead Nebula located near the star Alnitak in the Belt of the 
constellation Orion.  The Horsehead is part of a huge cloud of molecular gas in the shape 
of a horse’s head illuminated from behind by nearby stars.  Look for it a RA 5h 40m 59s 
and DEC -2° 27´ 30˝.  The new Moon will also make it dark enough to spot views of 
distant deep-sky objects.  Use Sky & Telescope’s Pocket Sky Atlas for suggestions. 

Best Binocular Targets—The Andromeda Galaxy (M31), the Pleiades star cluster 
(M45), and the Double Cluster (near the constellation Perseus) also make great binocular 
targets during the winter months  
 Beehive Cluster (M44)—This is another winter gem, an open cluster of about 
1,000 stars located in the constellation Cancer at RA 08h 40.4m and DEC 19° 59´.  The 
Beehive is one of the closest open clusters to our solar system.  It’s a great target for 
binoculars and wide-field scopes on low power.  During December look for it after 10 
p.m. or so. 
 Best Telescope Targets—Winter months also offer great opportunities to see 
deep-sky objects, such as the spiral galaxy M33 in the constellation Triangulum.  In the 
constellation Sculptor to the south try to see NGC 253, the Silver Dollar galaxy.  There is 
a swarm of other galaxies to see in Sculptor—use a Sky & Telescope star chart to hunt 
them down.  In the constellation Pisces look for M74, a grand design spiral nicknamed 
the Phantom Galaxy.  And, finally, check NGC 1300 a barred spiral galaxy in the 
constellation Eridanus.  It is about 61 million light years from Earth, is about the same 
size as our Milky Way Galaxy, and was first discovered by John Herschel in 1835. 
 

-end- 



DECEMBER 2021  Volume 50 Issue 12 
 

10 
 

 

 SECRETARY’S REPORT  
Editor’s Note: We will be publishing both the minutes of the general monthly club 
meeting and then the minutes of the net month’s club board meeting. Our thanks 
and gratitude to Gale Franko for her work in taking and compiling these minutes! 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 
 November 8, 2021, 7:30 PM 
 
President Announcements: 
I. The next NASA Night Sky Network Webinar will be on November 22nd. See 
Trevor’s e-mail. 
II. The annual Winter dinner will be held on Wednesday, December 8th at Mahle’s.  
III. The first board meeting of 2022 will be held on January 5th and is open to the 
general membership. Board meetings are held the Wednesday prior to the general 
membership meetings at Bob Evans in N. Olmsted at 7:00 p.m. Please let Trevor 
know if you will be coming, for seating considerations. 
IV. Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/CuyahogaAstro  
V. Thanks to CAA partners: 
  -Gary Kader and Baldwin Wallace University 
  -Channel 3/In The Sky 
  -Cleveland Metroparks 
  -Medina County Parks/Letha House 
VII. Welcome to guests 
VIII. Per Gary Kader, do not park in unauthorized areas.  
       Also, Gary is posting CAA meetings/speakers at BW. 
 
  Guest speaker: Frank Shoemaker-Night Sky Images and processing techniques. 
 
Business Meeting: 

http://www.facebook.com/CuyahogaAstro
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I. Treasurer’s information stands as published in The Observer. Dues are 
due this month. 

II. Secretary’s report stands as published in The Observer. 
III. V.P. report:  
IV. -Winter dinner plans finalized. Contact Dave Nuti if interested by 

December 1rst. He will send out another e-mail reminder. 
                      -Some members are at Letha House and invite members 
to join them after the meeting. 

V. Social Media director. “Like us on Facebook”. 
 
Old Business:    

I. CAA to purchase a new computer. Need performance power for 
presentations, including the ability to Zoom, show video, etc. According to 
the bylaws the club needs to discuss this at 2 separate gatherings, then 
vote on any purchases over 400.00. A cap of 2000.00 will be requested for 
the computer.  2nd notice to club. 

 
New Business: 

I. Thank you to Rich and Nancy Whisler for their many years of bringing 
refreshments to meetings. Looking for a new person to take over. Please 
contact Trevor if you are interested.  

II. Club to put signs in the BW parking lot with arrows to assist in directing 
to meeting location. 

III. Club to possibly purchase a substantial pair of binoculars on a 
parallelogram mount. 

Discussion held. Concerns: tight space in the Observatory. Also, would need to 
always keep them on the mount to reduce risk of dropping. Will continue to 
research.  

IV. Trevor has appointed Gary Kader as CAA’s BW liaison.  
V. Looking for new ways to present information in The Observer.  
VI. CAA to establish a committee to update bylaws. 
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VII. Trevor met with naturalist at the Rocky River Metroparks. Saturday 
morning programing with CAA will starting in 2022. Trevor discussed 
thoughts on how the 2-hour programs would run. Programs: Feb 19-night 
sky observing with naked eye and binoculars, May 7-basics of telescopes, 
August 20-basics of astrophotography, October 15-how to buy a telescope. 
The events will be published in the Emerald Necklace as well as other 
Metroparks social media and on signage. These dates intentionally 
coincide with CAA’s Letha House public star parties.  

VIII. The Metroparks also requested that CAA be part of the August Night Life 
event at Bay Village (TBD) and a Kids Program (TBD).  

IX. 2022 membership drive. Can Pay by PayPal or in person at meetings. 
Magazine memberships-Trevor to send out information.  

X. Trevor discussed where dues money goes: 
- Liability insurance 
- Speakers 
- Web Services 

       -      Annual convention (food, stamps for door prizes) 
       -      P.O. Box rentals 
       -      Meeting refreshments 
       -      Other misc.  
      XI. The Observer- printing and mailing is costly.  A mailed paper copy will 
not be an option on the 2022 membership form. If needed, please contact a Board 
member to discuss ways to get The Observer.  

XI. 2022 and 2023 program dates discussed. 2022 dates approved by Medina 
County Parks. 

2023 dates have been submitted and are awaiting approval. 
      XIII. Nora had new CAA business cards printed. They are available to all. 
      XIV. December’s Observer will be published shortly after our Winter 
dinner. 
 
Observations: 
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Paul Leopold was in Big Cypress Preserve, Fla. Observed the California nebula. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Gale Franko, Secretary 
 
 
 
 

 TREASURER’S REPORT 
CAA Financial Report Nov-21 
Beginning Bank Bal. 8,731.47 
Beginning Petty Cash 373.59 
Total Beginning Cash 9,105.06 

  
Income - Bank  
Memberships (checks) 230.00 
Memberships (PayPal) 78.87 
Prepaid Magazine Subscriptions 199.85 
Interest 0.07 
Cash Transfer  
Donations  
Misc. 15.00 

  
Income - Petty Cash  
Donations  
Memberships 135.00 
Convention (raffle)  
Misc. 35.00 

  
Expenses - Bank  
CAA Newsletter & Copies  
CAA Website  
Annual P.O. Box Rental   
Magazine Expense 199.85 
International Dark Sky Association  
Convention  
Misc. 899.99 
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Expenses - Petty Cash  
Cash Transfer  
Refreshments 24.98 

  
Net Bank 8,155.42 
Net Petty Cash 518.61 
Total 8,674.03 

  
Jim Bartelli, Treasurer 
 

 CLUB CONTACTS 
 

Contact CAA:    info@cuyastro.org 
 
President:  
Trevor Braun president@cuyastro.org 
 
Vice President:  
Dave Nuti   
Editor of the Observer:  
Tim Campbell     observer@cuyastro.org  
Treasurer: 
Jim Bartell  treasurer@cuyastro.org 
Secretary: 
Gale Franko 
 
Members at Large: 
Kai Getrost                 
Frank Shoemaker  
Jay Reynolds 
 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds  
Education Director: 
Nora Mishey 

  

mailto:info@cuyastro.org
mailto:president@cuyastro.org
mailto:observer@cuyastro.org
mailto:treasurer@cuyastro.org
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 CAA 2021 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
2021 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

 
Date: __/__/__ 
Name:________________________________________________________ 
Address:______________________________________________________ 
City:_____________________________ State:__ ______ Zip Code: ________ 
Phone:_________________ E-Mail:_________________________________ 
 

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 
E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 
Membership Level: __ $10 Student  __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family        $___.__ 
 
The CAA Newsletter, The Observer, is available free of charge on our website, 
www.cuyastro.org. For a hard copy mailed to you, please include $15.00          $___.__ 
 
Magazine Subscriptions: 
PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 
 
Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00            $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
 
Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $43.95              $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 

 
 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.__  

 
 
How did you hear about us? ______________________________________ 
 
 
 
Please make checks payable to:  Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
      P.O. Box 868 
      North Olmsted, OH 44070 
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