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A Publication of The Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
PO Box 868, North Olmsted, OH 44070 
CAA Homepage: http://www.cuyastro.org 

MEMBER OF NASA / JPL 
 

 

OUR VALUED PARTNERS: 
Baldwin Wallace University 

Cleveland Metroparks 
WKYC-TV 

 
TIMOTHY R. CAMPBELL, EDITOR 

CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND SPEAKER PROGRAM 
Reminder: Letha House and our observatory are located in the Medina 
County Park District's Letha House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. 
OH 44256. 
 

CAA PROGRAMS FOR 2022 
Cleveland Metroparks Beginners Programs (NEW) 
Note: these programs are presented in partnership with the Cleveland 
Metroparks and will be held at the Rocky River Nature Center in North 
Olmsted.  Setup at 9:30AM, program to begin at 10AM. 
  
February 19: Learn the night sky with binoculars 
May 7: Learning the basics with telescopes 
August 20: The basics of astrophotography 
October 15: How to buy a telescope 
  

http://www.cuyastro.org/
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Letha House Public Star Parties 
Note: The first hour of each party will be devoted to helping newcomers and 
guests with basic telescope setup and use.  
  
May 7, 2022 from 8-11 p.m. 
June 4, 2022 from 8-11 p.m. 
July 2, 2022 from 8-11 p.m. 
August 20, 2022 from 8-11 p.m. 
September 17, 2022 from 7-10 p.m. 
October 15, 2022 from 7-10 p.m. 
  
CAA Annual Convention: July 30, 2022 
 
 

SPEAKERS FOR 2022 
All CAA monthly meetings will be held at Baldwin Wallace, our new meeting 
home! 7:30PM the Second Monday of each month except for December. 
 
January 10, 2022 
Matt Franduto, club member discussing and showing his annual 
space-related Calendar 
 
February 14, 2022 
Paul Leopold, club member 
“The talk will be on my 2017 eclipse trip to Missouri. I’ll also be talking about 
the prospects for the 2024 solar eclipse.” 
 
March 14. 2022 
Jeffrey Woytach, Retired NASA engineer, discussing NASA Glenn’s 
contribution to the Apollo Moon Mission Program 
 
April 11, 2022 
April is Nathan Kaib. 
Associate Professor of Physics and Astronomy at University of Oklahoma 
(from Northern Ohio—received his BS from Case Western Reserve 
University). 
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Professor Kaib will discuss his most recent paper, which is in review right 
now at Science Advances. It'll be about long-period comets and how they 
slowly fade in brightness after making repeated passages near the Sun. 
Generally, this behavior has been observed for comets making passages 
within 2 AU of the Sun, but I've found evidence that comets making much 
more distant passages (over 10 AU) still undergo this process. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR 
HAPPY NEW YEAR FELLOW ASTRONOMERS! 

The New year 2022 is upon us and I think we are all looking forward to a good year! 
The end of Covid, good health for all, and of course, clear skies!  2021 saw some major 
changes, and 2022 is looking to offer more, especially here for the Observer.  One of 
the major topics at our January board meeting was the status and future of the Observer. 
With so much content and information being available on our website and in our social 
media platforms, has the Observer become obsolete, redundant, or still an essential part 
of our membership benefits?   
This is a question the board is wrestling with and needless to say, input from the general 
membership is desired before making any radical changes.  Within the next month or 
so, our President Trevor plans to send out a survey dealing with this issue. Please 
respond as again, this is YOUR newsletter. For now, things will continue as before. I 
have no plans to step down as editor, but if major changes are desired, perhaps a new 
editor would bring a fresh view and approach to the publication.   
For now, enjoy, and please keep looking up! (Except when walking or crossing the 
street!) 
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 PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
Fellow astronomers, 
 
The past month saw relatively little action for CAA, and I more or less took the month 
off from club business to spend time with my family and enjoy the season. Now that 
we are into 2022 business as usual will resume. Right out of the gate is the first of our 
series of new programs partnering with the Cleveland Metroparks, which will be held 
at 10AM on Saturday, February 19th at the Rocky River Nature Center. The topic will be, 
“Learning the Night Sky with Binoculars.” The rest of the year, we are planning the 
following programs: 
 
May 7: Learning the basics with telescopes 
August 20: The basics of astrophotography 
October 15: How to buy a telescope 
 
Our plan is to schedule a planning meeting with all volunteers to participate in 
mid-January. We definitely need some help getting ready for this, so please contact me 
if you are interested in participating in or helping to develop the presentation! This is a 
very exciting opportunity for CAA to enhance the knowledge of its less-experienced 
club members as well as engage with some news audiences. I know you will all step up 
to the task! 
 
And as a final reminder, please remember to pay your annual dues if you have not 
done so yet! Feel free to mail a check to the P.O. Box, or pay online via our website and 
PayPal. 
 
Wishing you clear skies and a happy new year, 
 
Trevor Braun 
President, CAA 
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 CAA HAS A NEW HOME (FOR MEETINGS)! 
Next meeting to be held live again at BW! Monday November 8 7:30PM. All are welcome! 
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Enter through the East entrance off the quad.  Surrarrer auditorium is right across from the entrance. 
 I suggest parking in the lot next to the observatory #5 
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 PAYING DUES IN THE 21ST CENTURY 

From Trevor:  

I am pleased to announce that CAA is now able to accept electronic dues payments through 
our website via PayPal. Many thanks to Jim Guilford and Frank Shoemaker, who made this 
functionality possible. In order to make an electronic payment, you must have an active 
PayPal account, which is free and secure. PayPal reports having over 192 million active 
users, and is utilized by businesses and individuals around the world to process electronic 
payments. You may view their privacy and security policies on their 
website: https://www.paypal.com/us/webapps/mpp/paypal-safety-and-security 

  

In order to pay your dues electronically, please navigate to the “Membership” area of our 
website (cuyastro.org/membership/) and scroll to the bottom. There you will see the option to 
make a payment for each of the 3 membership tiers we offer. Simply click on  “Pay with 
PayPal” next to the membership tier you wish to purchase, and follow the on-screen prompts 
to make your payment. You will be able to pay with all major credit cards, or can link your 
bank account. In all cases, all transactions are handled via PayPal and CAA does not have 
access to any of your credit card, bank account, or personal information. The membership 
prices are also increased slightly to account for a small processing fee.  

After completing your payment a receipt will be sent to your personal e-mail, and a 
notification will be sent to CAA. Within a few days you will receive an acknowledgement 
from president@cuyastro.org, along with a fillable pdf membership form. Please fill out the 
form and return it. It will then be forwarded to our Treasurer, who will record the membership 
and mail a membership card.  

This process has a lot of steps right now, and I anticipate we will look to streamline it for next 
year. In the meantime, this will offer us greater capabilities when it comes to recruiting new 
members or providing greater options to members who do not have a checkbook.  

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.  

Trevor Braun 

https://www.paypal.com/us/webapps/mpp/paypal-safety-and-security
http://cuyastro.org/membership/
mailto:president@cuyastro.org
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 CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OBSERVER 
Members and Contributors! 
Up until now, I have had to cull the email threads for material. But now we have a 
dedicated email address for the Observer!  Please use this address for pictures, articles, 
comments, and basically anything you would like to see published in our newsletter. 

Observer@cuyastro.org 
 
I will still glance through the email threads, but no guarantees that I will spot everything. 
Send over to the above email address and I am certain to see it! 
Tim Campbell, Editor 

 CLEVELAND METROPARKS PERMITS 
From Trevor:  

Our overnight permit for the Cleveland Metroparks system has been approved. There have been some 
changes to the instructions we received from the Metroparks police, so I am sending them along for your 
reference:  

In order for Cuyahoga Astronomical Association to conduct programs/star gazing the following 
guidelines must be followed:  

* Permission to stay in approved areas of the park after hours for this activity requires 
notification/approval of Police at least 24 hours prior to activity call Police Dispatch at 440-331-5530 
AND email police@clevelandmetroparks.com 

* Please note display of CAA Membership Card is to be placed in window. 

* Certificate of insurance required from Cuyahoga Astronomical Association. 

* Permit holder is responsible for any violations and damage to park property. 

 Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

 Trevor Braun 

mailto:Observer@cuyastro.org
mailto:police@clevelandmetroparks.com
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 HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR JANUARY SKIES 
Editor’s Note: My thanks to our past president, Bill Murmann, for his many 
contributions to the club and to this newsletter! Here is the latest from SKY & 
TELESCOPE! 

Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine for help with this brief list of what-to-see in 
January. —by Bill Murmann. 

*   *   * 
 Pluto: To Be or Not to Be—The debate over Pluto’s status as a planet continues.  
Many professional astronomers now consider Pluto to be a planet and are ignoring the 
ruling by the International Astronomical Union (IAU) designating Pluto as a “dwarf 
planet.”  Pluto currently is in the constellation Sagittarius and is not visible at this time of 
year.  Discovered in 1930 by Clyde W. Tombaugh, Pluto takes 274 years to orbit the Sun 
at an orbital speed of 10,609 miles per hour. 

Winter Globular M79--You can find M79, a winter globular cluster that is 41,000 
light years from Earth below Lepus at RA 05h 24m and DEC -24 º 31´.  This cluster 
contains about 150,000 stars, featuring numerous red giants and a dusting of “blue 
stragglers.”  Some astronomers think M79 is part of the Canis Major Dwarf Galaxy that 
currently is being absorbed by our Milky Way Galaxy.  

Witch Head Nebula—If you like a challenge, see if you can see the  
famous Witch Head nebula in the constellation Eridanus to the right of Rigel, the bright 
white star that is the right foot of Orion.  The Witch Head is a faint reflection nebula at 
RA 05h 02m and DEC -07 º 54´ that is believed to be a remnant of an ancient supernova.  
It looks like a hazy grey patch through the scope.  In photos, however, it looks blue.  Try 
seeing it without a filter. 

Kemble’s Cascade—Use binoculars to see if you can spot this asterism in the polar 
constellation Camelopardalis.  Sky & Telescope columnist and author Gary Seronik says 
it looks like a waterfall or stair steps of 8th or 9th magnitude stars with a 5th magnitude star 
in the middle.  At the eastern end of the cascade, you can find NGC 1502, a small cluster 
of about 45 stars is located at RA 04h 07m and DEC+62 º 19´.  Kemble’s Cascade seems 
to flow into NGC 1502. 

Flame Nebula—Use a larger scope to locate this emission nebula just above 
Alnitak, the easternmost star in Orion’s Belt.  The Flame Nebula (NGC 2024) can be 
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found at RA 05h 41m 54s and DEC -1° 51' 0.0".  Alnitak provides the energy that lights 
up the nebula. 
 Orion at its Best—Orion, the most prominent constellation during the winter, is 
high in the sky during January and February.  Check out M42, the great nebula visible as 
the middle star in Orion’s Sword.  Look for the Trapezium, the 4-star diamond-shaped 
system at the center of the nebula.  If you have an equatorial mount or a go-to scope that 
will accept data input, the coordinates are RA 05h 35.4m and DEC -05° 27´. 
 Orion’s Head—Use binoculars or a wide-field scope to see open cluster Collinder 
69 located at the top of an imaginary triangle formed by Collinder 69 and the stars 
Betelgeuse and Bellatrix.  This cluster features double star Lamda Orionis, which can be 
split with a small scope.  Collinder 69 contains about 100 stars in a loose cluster. 

Hind’s Crimson Star—Just south of Orion is the constellation Lepus, the Hare.  
Look for Hind’s Crimson Star, a red carbon star, to the right of Lepus at RA 04h 59m and 
DEC -14 º 48´.  Discoverer British astronomer J.R. Hind described it as “a red drop of 
blood” in the night sky. 

Nebulosity on Display—If you use binoculars or a wide-field scope, you should be 
able to see the “cloud” of nebulosity around the Pleiades open star cluster (M45) overhead 
near the constellation Taurus.  The Pleiades, located at RA 3h 47m 24sec and DEC +24° 
07´, are currently moving through a cloud of dust and gas.  Light from the star cluster is 
creating a reflection nebula.  When our own Sun was created over four billion years ago, 
it may have been part of an open star cluster like the Pleiades. 

Webb Is on Its Way—As this was written on January 7, the Webb Space 
Telescope had been successfully launched, opened up, and was on its way to its Lagrange 
Point station a million miles from Earth. 
-end- 

 

 SECRETARY’S REPORT  
No report. December was Winter Dinner month! This past Wednesday’s board 
meeting minutes will be published next month! 
 
 
 

  



JANUARY 2022  Volume 51 Issue 1 
 

11 
 

 TREASURER’S REPORT 
CAA Financial Report Dec-21 
Beginning Bank Bal. 8,155.42 
Beginning Petty Cash 518.61 
Total Beginning Cash 8,674.03 

  
Income - Bank  
Memberships (checks) 165.00 
Memberships (PayPal) 206.94 
Prepaid Magazine Subscriptions 43.95 
Interest 0.07 
Cash Transfer  
Donations  
Misc.  
  
Income - Petty Cash  
Donations  
Memberships  
Convention (raffle)  
Misc.  
  
Expenses - Bank  
CAA Newsletter & Copies 17.88 
CAA Website  
Annual P.O. Box Rental   
Magazine Expense 43.95 
International Dark Sky Association  
Convention  
Misc. 159.60 

  
Expenses - Petty Cash  
Cash Transfer  
Refreshments  
  
Net Bank 8,349.95 
Net Petty Cash 518.61 

Total 8,868.56 
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 CLUB CONTACTS 
 

Contact CAA:    info@cuyastro.org 
 
President:  
Trevor Braun president@cuyastro.org 
 
Vice President:  
Dave Nuti   
Editor of the Observer:  
Tim Campbell     observer@cuyastro.org  
Treasurer: 
Jim Bartell  treasurer@cuyastro.org 
Secretary: 
Gale Franko 
 
Members at Large: 
Kai Getrost                 
Frank Shoemaker  
Jay Reynolds 
 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds  
Education Director: 
Nora Mishey 

  

mailto:info@cuyastro.org
mailto:president@cuyastro.org
mailto:observer@cuyastro.org
mailto:treasurer@cuyastro.org
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 CAA 2022 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
2022 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

 
Date: __/__/__ 
Name:________________________________________________________Addr
ess:______________________________________________________ 
City:_____________________________ State:__ ______ Zip Code: ________ 
Phone:_________________ E-Mail:_________________________________ 
 

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 
E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 
Membership Level: __ $10 Student  __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family        
$___.__ 
 
Magazine Subscriptions: 
PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 
 
Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00            $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
 
 
Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $43.95              $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 

 
 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.__  

 
How did you hear about us? ______________________________________ 
 
 
Please make checks payable to:  Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
      P.O. Box 868 
      North Olmsted, OH 44070 
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