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A Publication of The Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
PO Box 868, North Olmsted, OH 44070 
CAA Homepage: http://www.cuyastro.org 

MEMBER OF NASA / JPL 
 

 

MANY THANKS TO OUR VALUED PARTNERS: 
Baldwin Wallace University 

Cleveland Metroparks 
WKYC-TV 

 
Trevor Braun, President 

Timothy R. Campbell, Editor 

CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND SPEAKER PROGRAM 
Reminder: Letha House and our observatory are located in the Medina 
County Park District's Letha House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. 
OH 44256. 
 

CAA PROGRAMS FOR 2022 
Cleveland Metroparks Beginners Programs (NEW) 
Note: these programs are presented in partnership with the Cleveland 
Metroparks and will be held at the Rocky River Nature Center in North 
Olmsted.  Setup at 9:30AM, program to begin at 10AM. 
  
February 19: Learn the night sky with binoculars 
May 7: Learning the basics with telescopes 
August 20: The basics of astrophotography 
October 15: How to buy a telescope 

http://www.cuyastro.org/


MARCH 2022  Volume 51 Issue 3 
 

2 
 

  
Letha House Public Star Parties 
Note: The first hour of each party will be devoted to helping newcomers and 
guests with basic telescope setup and use.  
  
May 7, 2022 from 8-11 p.m. 
June 4, 2022 from 8-11 p.m. 
July 2, 2022 from 8-11 p.m. 
August 20, 2022 from 8-11 p.m. 
September 17, 2022 from 7-10 p.m. 
October 15, 2022 from 7-10 p.m. 
  
CAA Annual Convention: July 30, 2022 
 
 

SPEAKERS FOR 2022 
All CAA monthly meetings will be held at Baldwin Wallace, our new meeting 
home! 7:30PM the Second Monday of each month except for December. 
 
March 14. 2022 
Jeffrey Woytach, Retired NASA engineer, discussing NASA Glenn’s 
contribution to the Apollo Moon Mission Program 
 
April 11, 2022 
April is Nathan Kaib. 
Associate Professor of Physics and Astronomy at University of Oklahoma 
(from Northern Ohio—received his BS from Case Western Reserve 
University). 
Professor Kaib will discuss his most recent paper, which is in review right 
now at Science Advances. It'll be about long-period comets and how they 
slowly fade in brightness after making repeated passages near the Sun. 
Generally, this behavior has been observed for comets making passages 
within 2 AU of the Sun, but I've found evidence that comets making much 
more distant passages (over 10 AU) still undergo this process. 
 
May 9, 2022 
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May is Andrew McCarthy he does astrophotography. 
 
June 13, 2022 
Bio: Lindy Blackburn is a Radio Astronomer and EHT Data Scientist at the Center for 
Astrophysics | Harvard & Smithsonian. He leads calibration and data reduction 
efforts for the Event Horizon Telescope Collaboration, toward the goal of obtaining 
high-resolution images of supermassive black holes. Lindy obtained a PhD in 
physics from MIT while working on the LIGO experiment, and was a NASA 
postdoctoral program fellow at Goddard Space Flight Center. He has a general 
interest in black-holes, experimental general relativity, and the application of 
statistical methods and modeling for precision measurement. 
 
TItle: The first image of a black hole 
 
By linking radio telescopes around the world, an international team of scientists has been able 
to capture the first image of a black hole. The picture reveals the dark shadow of the 
supermassive black hole cast against a backdrop of glowing ultra-hot gas encircling the 
mysterious object at near the speed of light. Taking the image required collecting petabytes of 
data and joining the telescopes computationally, creating the Event Horizon Telescope with a 
synthetic aperture the size of the Earth and a resolving power of billionths of a degree on the 
sky. I will describe how the Event Horizon Telescope works, what we have learned about 
supermassive black holes from our first images, and what lies in the future for direct 
horizon-scale study of black holes through imaging and movie-making. 
 
July 11, 2022 
Jeff Balcerski, PhD 
Senior Researcher Ohio Aerospace Institute 
The Sanilac County News (Dr. Balcerski's hometown newspaper) said "He 
landed an 
*out-of-this world' job as a contract scientist with NASA. He is 
heading up several innovative projects in the study of the planet Venus. 
Title:  "Into the Crucible: 
The Next Era of Venus Surface Exploration“ 
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 FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR 
Fellow Member! Greetings from the almost snow-free city of North Olmsted!  Spring is almost here 
and the CAA has a number of exciting events planned for the next few months! 
The biggie of course is the ending of mask requirements at BW. You may still wear one to our monthly 
meetings, but you do not have to! 
So far, there has been just a few folks responding to my request for feedback regarding the Observer. 
Those who have responded have been positive. We will continue to publish for the foreseeable future. 
That said, I have been acting as editor since 2017. The editor serves at the pleasure of the club 
president, so I will continue to do so, but I would like turn the duties over to someone new. A fresh 
face, a fresh look, these can be good for the newsletter as well as for the club!  
 
Tim Campbell, Editor 

 PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
 

 

 CAA HAS A NEW HOME (FOR MEETINGS)! 
 

MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING MEETINGS! 
Our new home, Baldwin Wallace, has removed mask requirements. Masks are now 
OPTIONAL for our meetings. This includes our upcoming March 14 meeting! 
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Enter through the East entrance off the quad.  Surrarrer auditorium is right across from 
the entrance. 
 I suggest parking in the lot next to the observatory #5 

 

 

 PAYING DUES IN THE 21ST CENTURY 

From Trevor:  

I am pleased to announce that CAA is now able to accept electronic dues payments through 
our website via PayPal. Many thanks to Jim Guilford and Frank Shoemaker, who made this 
functionality possible. In order to make an electronic payment, you must have an active 
PayPal account, which is free and secure. PayPal reports having over 192 million active 
users, and is utilized by businesses and individuals around the world to process electronic 
payments. You may view their privacy and security policies on their 
website: https://www.paypal.com/us/webapps/mpp/paypal-safety-and-security 

  

In order to pay your dues electronically, please navigate to the “Membership” area of our 
website (cuyastro.org/membership/) and scroll to the bottom. There you will see the option to 
make a payment for each of the 3 membership tiers we offer. Simply click on  “Pay with 
PayPal” next to the membership tier you wish to purchase, and follow the on-screen prompts 
to make your payment. You will be able to pay with all major credit cards, or can link your 
bank account. In all cases, all transactions are handled via PayPal and CAA does not have 
access to any of your credit card, bank account, or personal information. The membership 
prices are also increased slightly to account for a small processing fee.  

After completing your payment a receipt will be sent to your personal e-mail, and a 
notification will be sent to CAA. Within a few days you will receive an acknowledgement 
from president@cuyastro.org, along with a fillable pdf membership form. Please fill out the 
form and return it. It will then be forwarded to our Treasurer, who will record the membership 
and mail a membership card.  

https://www.paypal.com/us/webapps/mpp/paypal-safety-and-security
http://cuyastro.org/membership/
mailto:president@cuyastro.org


MARCH 2022  Volume 51 Issue 3 
 

7 
 

This process has a lot of steps right now, and I anticipate we will look to streamline it for next 
year. In the meantime, this will offer us greater capabilities when it comes to recruiting new 
members or providing greater options to members who do not have a checkbook.  

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.  

Trevor Braun 

President, CAA 

 

 CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OBSERVER 
Members and Contributors! 
Up until now, I have had to cull the email threads for material. But now we have a 
dedicated email address for the Observer!  Please use this address for pictures, articles, 
comments, and basically anything you would like to see published in our newsletter. 

Observer@cuyastro.org 
 
I will still glance through the email threads, but no guarantees that I will spot everything. 
Send over to the above email address and I am certain to see it! 
Tim Campbell, Editor 

  

mailto:Observer@cuyastro.org
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 MEMBER PHOTO GALLERY 
 
 

 CLEVELAND METROPARKS PERMITS 
From Trevor:  

Our overnight permit for the Cleveland Metroparks system has been approved. There have been some 
changes to the instructions we received from the Metroparks police, so I am sending them along for your 
reference:  

In order for Cuyahoga Astronomical Association to conduct programs/star gazing the following 
guidelines must be followed:  

* Permission to stay in approved areas of the park after hours for this activity requires 
notification/approval of Police at least 24 hours prior to activity call Police Dispatch at 440-331-5530 
AND email police@clevelandmetroparks.com 

* Please note display of CAA Membership Card is to be placed in window. 

* Certificate of insurance required from Cuyahoga Astronomical Association. 

* Permit holder is responsible for any violations and damage to park property. 

 Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

 Trevor Braun 

President, CAA 

 

 HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR MARCH SKIES 
Editor’s Note: My thanks to our past president, Bill Murmann, for his many 
contributions to the club and to this newsletter! Here is the latest from SKY & 
TELESCOPE! 

Highlights of Our March Skies 
 

mailto:police@clevelandmetroparks.com
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 Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine, to the Scientific Reports journal, and to 
Spaceweather.com for information for this list of news and what-to-see in March. —by 
Bill Murmann. 

*   *   * 
Ohio Comet Disaster? —Scientists now suspect that about 1,700 years ago an air 

burst explosion by a comet fragment over the Ohio River Valley in southern Ohio similar 
to the Tunguska explosion over Russia sparked the unexplained decline of the ancient 
Hopewell Indian culture.  Anthropologists have found evidence of burned villages, 
post-hole remnants, and fire-hardened earth indicating that surface temperatures in the 
area of the air burst reached 1,400 degrees F. 

Start of Spring—The Sun will reach its March equinox on Sunday, March 20, 
marking the start of spring in the Northern Hemisphere and the start of autumn in the 
Southern Hemisphere.  The equinox marks the moment the Sun crosses the Celestial 
Equator.  In 2007, the equinox took place on March 21.  This rarely occurs and won’t 
happen again until the year 2101.  Wait for it! 

Solar Cycle Change—Spaceweather.com reports that the termination event has 
occurred on the Sun and we are now firmly in the grip of Solar Cycle 25.  When the Sun’s 
11-year cycle changes, there is typically an overlap between the new cycle and old cycle 
until the new cycle is firmly established with the termination event.  New and old cycles 
are identified by  a change in the magnetic orientation of sunspots. 

A Dawn Quartet—Early risers before sunrise on March 28 can see the waning 
crescent Moon hanging below Venus, Mars, and Saturn as they all rise in the 
east-southeast sky.  Letha House parking lot would be a great place to see this sight. 
 Gigante Rossa—The term “red giant” sounds a bit exotic and romantic in another 
language.  The carbon star W Orionis in the constellation Orion is a beautiful drop of red 
in the night sky.  It’s an example of an aging star that has dredged up carbon from its 
interior into its atmosphere, where it absorbs blue light and makes the star look red.  W 
Orionis can be found at RA 05h 05m 23.71 and  DEC+01 d 10`39.5. 

Far, Far Away—If you have a good 4.5-inch or larger scope, see if you can spot 
globular cluster NGC 2419 in the constellation Lynx.  NGC 2419 was once known as the 
“Intergalactic Wanderer” because it is almost 300,000 light years from the center of our 
galaxy.  The cluster, which is part of the Milky Way’s galactic halo, contains about one 
million stars spread across a distance of 400 light years. 
 Orion Nebula—March will still be a good time to see the constellation Orion and 
the famous Orion Nebula.  By the end of the month, however, Orion will sink lower and 
lower in the west until it is no longer visible. 
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 Wide Field Objects—If you have astronomy binoculars, or a wide field scope on 
low power, look for great views of Pleiades in the constellation Taurus, the Beehive 
Cluster in Cancer, and the Double Cluster in Perseus. 

The Winter Albireo—Sky & Telescope columnist Fred Schaaf suggests looking 
in the constellation Canis Major for the star 145 Canis Majoris, which can be split to 
reveal an orange giant with a greenish-blue companion 27 arc seconds  apart.  You can 
find the pair at RA 07h 16m 36.8s and DEC -23° 18´ 56". 

Galaxies Galore—By about 9 p.m. throughout March, Ursa Major, Leo, and the 
western edge of the Virgo Galaxy Cluster are high enough in the eastern sky to yield great 
views with a big telescope.  With an 8-inch or larger scope, look for M81 and M82 just 
above the Big Dipper.  Look east of Regulus in Leo for M65 and M66.  And in the 
northeastern sky find M51, the famous Whirlpool Galaxy. 

Dying Stars—Stars eventually grow old and die.  Winter provides an opportunity 
for us to see two naked-eye stars sinking into old age.  Betelgeuse in the constellation 
Orion and Aldebaran in the constellation Taurus are two examples of aging stars.  
Betelgeuse is a red super giant that is destined to become a supernova.  Aldebaran, the 
eye of Taurus the Bull, is a orange-red giant that will end as a planetary nebula.  Enjoy 
them while you can.  In a few million years, they will be gone. 

Citizen Science (TESS) --NASA is looking for help analyzing light curves from its 
Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) Mission to help detect planetary transits, 
eclipsing binary stars, multiplanet systems, and stellar flares.  Volunteers are needed 
because the human eye is more sensitive in examining light curve data than computers. 
 If you are interested in helping to find new exoplanets planets, go to 
www.planethunters.org for further information. 

-end- 
 
 

 

 SECRETARY’S REPORT  
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 

Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
 February 14, 2022, 7:30 PM 

 
President Announcements: 

I. Next Board meeting March 9 at 7pm via Zoom 
II. Next Lecture series Feb 14  
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III. First Rocky River Nature Center Program February 19 at 10am-Highlights of the spring sky and how 
to use binoculars. 

IV. Follow us on Facebook  www.facebook.com/CuyahogaAstro  
V. First Public Star Party will be at Letha House on May 7.  
VI. Thanks to CAA partners: 

                                -Medina County Metroparks 
                                -Channel 3- “In The Sky” 
                                -Baldwin Wallace College 
 
Guest speaker: Paul Leopold, from Florida- Solar Eclipse 2019 
 
Business Meeting: 

I. Treasurer’s report given. 2022 membership drive. Please renew if not yet done. Can pay  
Jim, CAA treasurer or through Pay Pal. 

II. Secretary’s report stands as published in The Observer. 
III. V.P. report: Scheduling speakers for 2022. Please let Dave know if you have a speaker. 
IV. Social Media Director- Members are encouraged to put posts on Facebook.   The 

members-only section of the website will be published soon. 
V. Observatory Director-No updates.  

 
President’s update:  
Old Business: 

I. Yard signs purchased to help guide people to meetings. 
II. Cleveland Metroparks approved our permits 
III. Bylaws update in progress. 
IV. Star party start times posted for an hour early so people can get help with their telescopes. 
V. A new questionnaire for members is in this month’s Observer. Please complete. 
VI. Please pay 2022 dues 

 
New Business: 

I. Cherry Springs Trip: Primary date: 4/30/22. Secondary date: 5/28/22. If the weather is bad, it will 
be cancelled. 

II. Metroparks Program Development. The name for CAA’s Saturday presentations at the Rocky River 
Nature center will be “Backyard Astronauts”. There will be 4 yearly beginner’s programs at the 
Rocky River Nature Center beginning at 10:00 am- 2/19 Highlights of the Spring Sky/Observing the 
night sky with binoculars. 5/7 Basics of telescope use, 8/20 Basics of astrophotography, 10/15 How 
to buy a telescope. Zoom meeting to be held on 1/19 for those who want to volunteer and 
participate. Trevor will send out an e-mail. Looking for a catchy name. Metroparks will be 
advertising this program through the Emerald Necklace, FB, Cleveland Metroparks event calendar, 
signage at the nature center, and via print on the backs of trail maps. To overlap with public star 
parties. Volunteers needed to help with program. Arrive at 9:30.am. Event to start at 10am.  

III. 2022 Public Star Parties:  5/7 8-11, 6/4 8-11, 7/2 8-11, /20 8-11, 9/17 7-10, 10/15 7-10 
IV. 2023 Public Star Parties: 5/27 8-11, 6/10 8-11, 7/8 8-11, 8/5 8-11, 9/9 7-10, 10/7 7-10. 

 
Observations given 

http://www.facebook.com/CuyahogaAstro
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Meeting Adjourned, 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Gale Franko, Secretary 
 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 

Board Meeting Minutes: March 9, 2022, at 7:00pm 
 
Old Business: 
I.  Discussed By-laws updates. The Board voted and unanimously approved the changes. Will send revised 
By-laws to general membership via PDF. Will discuss at March General Membership meeting, then vote to 
approve at April General Membership meeting. 
II. Member of the year plaque will be purchased from Setta Trophy. Tim to follow up. 
III. Backyard Astronaut: The Board considered our first public event at the Rocky River nature center a success.  
CAA participation and the presentation quality was good. Discussed how to improve. Will try to use laser 
pointer on laptop. Gale will get a multidirectional microphone to capture more sound from speakers. Use more 
aggressive marketing. Will try FB sponsored events to see if this increases attendance. Next program May 7, 
2022. How to use a telescope. Jay and Trevor will be presenters.   Bring telescope. Will have a manned 
membership table. Metroparks to advertise this event. 
IV. Meeting signs: Will put directional signs at the front of the building, as well as the back, for persons using 
the front entrance 
V.  October 14, 2023, partial eclipse. 
VI. Total Solar Eclipse April 2024-Jay looking into options.  
-Option #1- Edgewater. Positives: We garner media attention and are in charge. Negatives: Will be working 
with the Cleveland Metroparks.  Jay to reach out to see what the Metroparks plans are. 
-Option #2 Lakewood City Park. Smaller venue-10,000-ish. Pro’s partially our event and share media. Jay is 
awaiting a response.  
***Baldwin Wallace is no longer an option. 
Other venues discussed: Byers Field in Parma, Tri C-Western Campus, Berea County Fairgrounds, Best Buy 
parking lot at Great Northern. 
VII. First date for Cherry Springs is set for April 30th. Will have another date as a backup. 
 
New Business: 
2022 Programming 

I. Masks are no longer required at BW. 
II. Trevor to follow up with Gary Kader about getting BW students engaged with CAA. 
III. Communications/websites: Frank created a member’s only website (set out to members via e-mail) 

https://cuyastro.org/caamembers/. The Board discussed using Constant Contact to make regular 
contact with the general membership. Keeping finances in mind, the Board also discussed which 
e-mail accounts have been useful. Will continue to discuss. 

IV. Discussion held about putting a new member packet together. Also, a welcome letter for new 
members and those renewing their membership. 

  

https://cuyastro.org/caamembers/


MARCH 2022  Volume 51 Issue 3 
 

13 
 

 
Next Board meeting scheduled for April 6, 2022, 7:00pm at Canary’s Restaurant in North Olmsted. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gale Franko, Secretary 
 
 
 

 TREASURER’S REPORT 
CAA Financial Report Feb-22 
Beginning Bank Bal. 8,642.47 
Beginning PayPal Bal.  0.00 
Beginning Petty Cash 507.60 
Total Beginning Cash 9,150.07 

  
Income - Bank  
Memberships (checks) 180.00 
Memberships (PayPal transfers) 359.61 
Prepaid Magazine Subscriptions  
Interest 0.06 
Cash Transfer  
Donations  
Misc.  
  
Income - PayPal  
Memberships 379.75 
Other  
  
Income - Petty Cash  
Donations 13.65 
Memberships 30.00 
Convention (raffle)  
Misc.  
  
Expenses - Bank  
CAA Newsletter & Copies  
CAA Website  
Annual Insurance  
Annual P.O. Box Rental   
Annual Zoom  
Magazine Expense  
International Dark Sky Association  
Convention  
Misc. 177.64 
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Expenses - PayPal  
Fees 20.14 
Bank Transfers 359.61 
Other  
  
Expenses - Petty Cash  
Cash Transfer  
Refreshments  
CAA Newletter/Copies/Postage  
  
Net Bank 9,004.50 
Net PayPal  0.00 
Net Petty Cash 551.25 
Total 9,555.75 

Jim Bartell, Treasurer 

 CLUB CONTACTS 
 

Contact CAA:    info@cuyastro.org 
 
President:  
Trevor Braun president@cuyastro.org 
 
Vice President:  
Dave Nuti   
Editor of the Observer:  
Tim Campbell     observer@cuyastro.org  
Treasurer: 
Jim Bartell  treasurer@cuyastro.org 
Secretary: 
Gale Franko 
 
Members at Large: 
Kai Getrost                 
Frank Shoemaker  
Jay Reynolds 
 
Observatory Director: 
Jay Reynolds  
Education Director: 
Nora Mishey 

  

mailto:info@cuyastro.org
mailto:president@cuyastro.org
mailto:observer@cuyastro.org
mailto:treasurer@cuyastro.org
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 CAA 2022 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
2022 Cuyahoga Astronomical Association Membership Form 

 
Date: __/__/__ 
Name:________________________________________________________Addr
ess:______________________________________________________ 
City:_____________________________ State:__ ______ Zip Code: ________ 
Phone:_________________ E-Mail:_________________________________ 
 

MAY WE PUBLISH YOUR PHONE (Y/N) AND/OR 
E-MAIL (Y/N) IN OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTING? 

 
Membership Level: __ $10 Student  __ $25 Individual __ $30 Family        
$___.__ 
 
Magazine Subscriptions: 
PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER IF RENEWING 
 
Astronomy Magazine – 12 Issues at $34.00            $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 
 
 
Sky & Telescope – 12 Issues at $43.95              $___.__ 
__ New Subscription  __ Renewing Subscription Number ____________ 

 
 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $___.__  

 
How did you hear about us? ______________________________________ 
 
 
Please make checks payable to:  Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
      P.O. Box 868 
      North Olmsted, OH 44070 
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