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MANY THANKS TO OUR VALUED PARTNERS: 

Baldwin Wallace University Cleveland Metroparks WKYC-TV 

Trevor Braun, President  

Timothy R. Campbell, Editor 

CAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND SPEAKER PROGRAM 

Reminder: Letha House and our observatory are located in the Medina 

County Park District's Letha House Park, 5800 Richman Rd., Chatham Twp. 

OH 44256. 

CAA PROGRAMS FOR 2022 

Cleveland Metroparks Beginners Programs (NEW) 

Note: these programs are presented in partnership with the Cleveland Metroparks and will be held 

at the Rocky River Nature Center in North Olmsted. Setup at 9:30AM, program to begin at 10AM. 

http://www.cuyastro.org/
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October 15: How to buy a telescope – also at RR Nature Center! 

Letha House Public Star Parties 

Note: The first hour of each party will be devoted to helping newcomers and guests with basic 

telescope setup and use. 

May 7, 2022 from 8-11 p.m. 

June 4, 2022 from 8-11 p.m. 

July 2, 2022 from 8-11 p.m. 

August 20, 2022 from 8-11 p.m. 

September 17, 2022 from 7-10 p.m. 

October 15, 2022 from 7-10 p.m. 

CAA Annual Convention: July 30, 2022 

SPEAKERS FOR 2022 

All CAA monthly meetings will be held at Baldwin Wallace, our new meeting home! 7:30PM the 

Second Monday of each month except for December. 
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May 9, 2022 

May is Andrew McCarthy he does astrophotography.  

 

June 13, 2022 

Lindy Blackburn, Radio Astronomer and EHT Data Scientist at the Center for Astrophysics | Harvard 

& Smithsonian. He leads calibration and data reduction efforts for the Event Horizon Telescope 

Collaboration, toward the goal of obtaining high-resolution images of supermassive black holes. 

Lindy obtained a PhD in physics from MIT while working on the LIGO experiment, and was a NASA 

postdoctoral program fellow at Goddard Space Flight Center. He has a general interest in black-

holes, experimental general relativity, and the application of statistical methods and modeling for 

precision measurement. 

The first image of a black hole 

By linking radio telescopes around the world, an international team of scientists has been able to 

capture the first image of a black hole. The picture reveals the dark shadow of the supermassive 

black hole cast against a backdrop of glowing ultra-hot gas encircling the mysterious object at near 

the speed of light. Taking the image required collecting petabytes of data and joining the telescopes 

computationally, creating the Event Horizon Telescope with a synthetic aperture the size of the 

Earth and a resolving power of billionths of a degree on the sky. I will describe how the Event 

Horizon Telescope works, what we have learned about supermassive black holes from our first 

images, and what lies in the future for direct horizon-scale study of black holes through imaging and 

movie-making. 

July 11, 2022 

Jeff Balcerski, PhD. Senior Researcher Ohio Aerospace Institute 

The Sanilac County News (Dr. Balcerski's hometown newspaper) said "He landed an 

*out-of-this world' job as a contract scientist with NASA. He is 

heading up several innovative projects in the study of the planet Venus. 

"Into the Crucible: 

The Next Era of Venus Surface Exploration“ 
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EDITOR’S CORNER 

Welcome to our May issue! Summer is upon us and hopefully warm air and clear night 

skies! As you can see in the above calendar, we have a full schedule of Summer events.  

We really need YOUR participation in order to make these events interesting for the 

public and smooth for us. Many hands… 

 

Big news is the return of our open email structure. The board decided in an unscheduled 

board meeting that Facebook and other social media just were not sufficient on their 

own for intra-club communication. Therefore, the email is back and members may nor 

communicate with the club via these threads. Please keep your communications 

reasonable and astronomy-related.   

Happy viewing this summer! 

Tim Campbell, Editor 

 

 HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR MAY SKIES 

As always, my own thanks to former pres, Bill Murmann for his contributions to the Observer! 

 

Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine for help with these suggestions about what to 

see in our May skies. —by Bill Murmann 

*   *   * 

 Total Lunar Eclipse—The first total lunar eclipse in a year will take place on May 

16 when the entire Moon will be covered by Earth’s inner shadow.  The action begins 

at 10:28 p.m. on May 15.  Totality will run from 11:29 p.m. on May 15 to 12:54 a.m. 

on May 16.  We will be able to see all phases of the eclipse from here in northeast 

Ohio.   

Mercury’s Sodium Tail—As it speeds around the Sun, Mercury is leaving behind 

a comet-like tail.  The high-speed solar wind and micrometeorites are blasting atoms 

off Mercury’s surface, including atoms of sodium, potassium, calcium, and magnesium 
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that are forming a faint comet-like tail 1.6 million miles long.  Sodium has the 

strongest spectral signature in the tail and can make it visible to amateur astronomers 

with the right equipment.  For imaging, multiple short exposures and stacking are 

recommended using a Wratten number 12 or 15 yellow filter.  A narrowband 

dielectric interference filter at 589.2 nanometers can also be used.    

 A Mysterious Speed Bump in the Sky—NASA is investigating a mysterious 

“speed bump” in the sky about 250 miles above Earth.  Scientists have found a funnel-

shaped gap in the Earth’s magnetic field over the Norwegian and Greenland seas that 

allows the solar wind to flow into Earth’s atmosphere.  For some unknown reason, air 

in this gap is about 1.5 times denser than other air at that altitude.  This extra-dense 

atmosphere slows down spacecraft flying through it.  NASA is trying to find the cause 

of this density 

Meteor Shower Winding Down—The annual Eta Aquariids (EA) meteor shower 

peaked on May 5-6.  However, it may still be possible to see EA meteors until about 

May 28.  The meteors are part of the debris trail left behind by Halley’s Comet in 

1986, which will be visible again to the naked eye in 2062. 

Halley’s Comet Is Small Potatoes—Halley’s Comet may be famous but it is small 

fry compared to Comet Bernadelli-Berstein.  Discovered in 2014, this giant has been 

revealed by the Hubble Space Telescope to have a core about 85 miles across and an 

estimated mass of 500 trillion tons.  Halley’s core at only 9 miles across pales in 

comparison.  Bernadelli-Berstein heading for the inner solar system at 22,000 mph 

will round the Sun in 2031 before heading back out to its home in the Oort Cloud. 

Horse and Rider—The middle star in the handle of the Big Dipper is Alcor/Mizar 

the only visual binary where both stars have names.  In ancient times, being able to 

see Alcor/Mizar was considered a test of good eyesight.  If you can see both stars 

without glasses, you have pretty good eyesight.  Alcor & Mizar are nicknamed the 

“Horse and Rider.” 

Binocular Highlights—Sky & Telescope author Gary Seronik suggests observing 

M51 and M101, two face-on island galaxies near the handle of the Big Dipper. M51 
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stands out better against the background of the night sky.  Use 15x45 image-stabilized 

or 10x30 tripod-mounted binoculars for the best view. 

 Globular Clusters—Four perfect examples of globular clusters are visible in May.  

M3 in the constellation Bootes, M13 the great cluster in Hercules, M5 in Serpens, and 

M92 in the northern section of Hercules. 

 Planetary Nebulas—If you have a 6-inch or larger scope with an OIII filter, the 

May skies offer views of the “Ghost of Jupiter” NGC3242 in Hydra; the “Owl Nebula” in 

the Big Dipper; NGC 4361 in Corvus; and the famous “Ring Nebula” M57 in Lyra just a 

few degrees from the bright star Vega. 

 Easy Globular Cluster—Near the end of May, globular cluster M4 will be in a 

great position for observing throughout the night, reaching its zenith around midnight.  

M4 can be found southeast in the constellation Scorpius, near reddish Antares.  M4 is 

75 light years across and contains about 43 variable stars and lots of white dwarfs. 

 The Great Cluster—For a crowd-pleaser, focus your scope on M13, the Great 

Globular Cluster that will be visible near the zenith in the constellation Hercules.  The 

Great Cluster was discovered by Edmund Halley in 1714. It contains about 300,000 

stars in a 150 light year ball. 

The Cigar Galaxy—If you have a large scope, try observing M82 in the 

constellation Ursa Major. M82, a starburst galaxy is noted for the rapid creation of new 

stars and supernovae around its core that has been triggered by its gravitational 

interaction with nearby M81 (Bode’s Galaxy).  M82 has a bipolar super wind that is 

extending in “wings” to the north and south of its core. 

What’s My (Spectral) Line?—If you would like to learn about stellar 

spectroscopy while helping professional astronomers gather data as a Citizen Scientist, 

contact the American Association of Variable Star Observers (AAVSO) at 

www.aavso.org and click the Welcome tab for a guide to getting started.  Beginners 

are definitely welcome.  

http://www.aavso.org/
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 SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Our many thanks to Gale Franko. As secretary, she has diligently kept the minutes of our various 

meetings. In this issue, we have our April General Meeting, then an emergency Board Meeting, and 

finally our regularly scheduled Board Meeting! 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: April 11, 2022 7:30 PM 

Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
 

President’s Announcements:  
-Welcome to members and visitors. Welcome to new members. 
-Reviewed CAA membership benefits, club website and Facebook pages. 
- Night Sky Network -April 16. Topic: Venuses Near and Far. 
-The first public Star Party event of the year will be held at Letha house on May 7. 8-9pm for telescope help and 
public observing from 9-11. 
 
Speaker: Via Zoom from the University of Oklahoma-Nathan Kaib. Topic: Long Period Comets/Comet Fading 
Begins Beyond Saturn. 
 
-Treasurer’s Report-Financial status update given. 
-Secretary’s Report-Minutes can be found in The Observer. Members encouraged to donate items for 
convention picnic. Can give to Gale at meetings. 
-Observatory Director (report given by Trevor)-  
   The lock at the Letha House Observatory has been fixed. 
   CAA will sponsor the summer solstice event at Lakewood Park on 6/21/22. 
   Jay has been in communication with Joe Golias at AstroZap regarding Solar viewing glasses for upcoming 
eclipses. 
-Social Media Director-No report. 
-Vice President-Please contact Dave if you know of a speaker for club meetings. 
 
Business Meeting: 
Old Business:  

I. Trip to Cherry Springs changed to May 27-June 1, 2022, Trevor will set up an information session. 
II. The Bill Murmann plaque, with our first winner’s name engraved (Nora Mishey), has been received. 

It will be placed in the Letha House Observatory. 
III. The Bylaws have been reviewed by the Board. Trevor will send out the revised Bylaws for the 

membership to review. Will follow with discussion and voting at the May General Membership 
meeting. 

IV. Members’ only web page. There is now a link to the web page instead of a password/login. 
Cuyastro.org/CAAmembers/ 
 

New Business: 
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I. The CAA annual convention will be held on July 30, 2022, at Letha House. Trevor asked 
membership if they would prefer a picnic or convention. If a convention, will need speakers. Will 
consider speakers from club members and other astronomy organizations if we decide on a 
convention 

II. BW Parking: If members are going to park at BW more than 30 minutes prior to a meeting, they 
should send car information (color, make, model and license number) to Gary Kader. If anyone 
does get a ticket from BW security, contact Gary Kader. 

III. Astronomy Saturday will be held on May 7, 2022, at the Rocky River Reservation. Set up will begin 
at 9:30 a.m. with programming beginning at 10:00 a.m. A signup sheet was put out for volunteers 
to assist with guests, and those willing to bring a telescope. Jay Reynolds will be the primary 
speaker. 

IV. We have been in communication with Eddie Bauer to again participate in the Astronomy event at 
Crocker Park. Further information to follow. 

V. Meeting refreshments: Donuts will no longer be served at the general meeting due to high cost. 
Nora baked cookies. 
 

VI. Observations shared 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9 pm. 
 
Next meeting to be held on Monday, May 7, 2022, at 7:30 pm. Our speaker will be Andrew McCarthy-
Professional Astro photographer 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Gale Franko 
 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 
Emergency Board Meeting Minutes: April 25, 2022      7:30pm 
 
New Business: 
Discussion held about methods of communication within CAA. 
It was decided by the Board to turn on the Google e-mail for all members and to keep Facebook as well. 
We will continue to encourage the membership to post on the members-only and public Facebook pages. 
Membership will be notified immediately as to the above changes via e-mail from CAA President. 
 
Our regular monthly Board meeting is scheduled for May 4, 2022 at 7:30pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gale Franko, Secretary 
 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Cuyahoga Astronomical Association 

Board Meeting Minutes: May 4, 2022, at 7:00pm 
 
Old Business: 
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I.   By-laws update: Trevor to post changes via e-mail and member’s-only website. Will discuss at the May 
General Membership meeting.   
II. Marketing:  
-Alan made graphics for the next Astronomy Saturday event and a flyer with the club’s 2022 public events, 
including monthly meetings, star parties and Astronomy Saturdays. 
-The Board voted to advertise 2 events/month on FB during our busy season (at 20.00 each). We will reassess 
to see if this is effective in bringing in participants and new members. 
-Jay and Gale will promote events on Channel 3’s “In The Sky”. 
-Gale has been taking articles posted by members on google e-mail and posting them on CAA’s public FB page. 
-Frank and Trevor to speak with department chair at BW to see about getting CAA meetings posted on student 
communication sites. 
 
New Business: 
I. Secretary will take a head count of in-person and Zoom attendees at each meeting. 
II. Trevor to present at the next general membership meeting if the speaker is unable to attend. 
III. Per our contract with the Medina County Parks, CAA must give a presentation/program if the weather does 
not cooperate. This could include showing them the Observatory. Trevor will have a signup sheet for 
volunteers to be sure someone is always there to cover. 
IV. The CAA annual convention will be held on July 30, 2022, at Letha House. The secretary has contacted 
businesses for door prizes. An e-mail will be sent to members to see if they have anything to donate for the 
raffle. They can bring them to the general membership meeting and give to Gale. Also, we will do a “year in 
review”, July-July, photo presentation. Members are encouraged to send pictures of the night sky, other 
members, and functions to Alan Studt at artwork@alanstudt.com.  
V. Letha House is now unrestricted…no masks or Covid cleaning is necessary. 
VI. Jay and volunteers will be cleaning the Observatory on Saturday, May 7, before the Star Party. 
VII. Treasure to reassess and update member list. 
VIII. Lorain County Airport will host Pistons, Props and Hops (formerly known as Discover Aviation Day) on 
Saturday, July 9, 2022. All are encouraged to attend. 
IX. Jay to contact one of our members about helping with Social Media. 
 
Programming: 

I. CAA will be hosting the 2022 Summer Solstice event at Lakewood Park on June 21rst. Members will 
need to have telescopes on the lawn by 6:00 pm. 

II. Partial Solar Eclipse 2023. Jay to look at E 9th street, Edgewater and Lakewood Park as possible 
sites. 

III. Jay is in conversation with Edgewater Park for the 2024 Total Solar Eclipse event. 
IV. The next Astronomy Saturday will be held on May 7th at the Rocky River Nature Center.     Jim B. 

will man the sign-up table, Trevor to give the introduction, Jay to give lecture on “How to Use a 
Telescope” and Frank will talk about what’s in the sky. Gale and Alan to bring sound equipment (if 
needed) and Nora will bring educational materials. We have been moved to a classroom. Trevor to 
speak with scheduler about possibly moving back into the larger room. There have been issues 
with the advertising our event. It was not in the recent Emerald Necklace and was just put on the 
Metroparks FB page. Trevor to follow up. 

V. Cherry Springs trips scheduled for 5/27-6/1, 2022. 
VI. Bob Wiersma helping CAA to motorize roof for the Observatory. Measurements have been taken. 
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Next Board meeting scheduled for June 1, 2022, 7:00pm at Canary’s Restaurant in North Olmsted. Please 
contact Trevor if you are interested in attending. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gale Franko, Secretary 
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 TREASURERS REPORT 

CAA Financial Report Apr-22  

Beginning Bank Bal. 8,769.20  

Beginning PayPal Bal.  0.00  

Beginning Petty Cash 551.25  

Total Beginning Cash 9,320.45  

   

Income - Bank   

Memberships (checks) 50.00  

Memberships (PayPal transfers) 133.14  

Prepaid Magazine Subscriptions   

Interest 0.08  

Cash Transfer   

Donations   

Misc.   

   

Income - PayPal   

Memberships 140.50  

Other   

   

Income - Petty Cash   

Donations   

Memberships 25.00  

Convention (raffle)   

Misc.   

   

Expenses - Bank   

CAA Newsletter & Copies   

CAA Website/Email 77.63  

Annual Insurance   

Annual P.O. Box Rental    

Annual Zoom   

Magazine Expense   

International Dark Sky Association   

Convention   

Misc. 95.00  

   

Expenses - PayPal   

Fees 7.36  

Bank Transfers 133.14  

Other   

   

Expenses - Petty Cash   

Cash Transfer   

Refreshments   

CAA Newsletter/Copies/Postage   
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Net Bank 8,779.79  

Net PayPal  0.00  

Net Petty Cash 576.25  

Total 9,356.04   

Jim Bartell, Treasurer  
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 ITEMS FOR SALE 

From our esteemed Jay Reynolds: 
 
FOR SALE 
TWO 5 inch, Go-To, Refracting telescope(s).  They are Astro zap Brand from our friend Joe 
Golias!  
 
Brand new, never seen first light, complete with all equipment, even eyepieces!  
Add power and go!  
 
I bought them for a project at CSU and ended up using different assets. 
 
I will sell them for $600.00 each 
If they don't sell here, I'll put on the net for more. 
 
~Jay 
 

 

 CLUB CONTACTS 
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Contact CAA:    info@cuyastro.org 

President:  

Trevor Braun president@cuyastro.org 

Vice President:  

Dave Nuti   

Editor of the Observer:  

Tim Campbell     observer@cuyastro.org  

Treasurer: 

Jim Bartell 

Secretary: 

Gale Franko 

CAA Webmaster: 

Jim Guilford info@cuyastro.org 

 

Members at Large: 

Kai Getrost                 

Frank Shoemaker  

Jay Reynolds 

Observatory Director: 

Jay Reynolds  

Hospitality: 

Rich and Nancy Whisler 

Education Director: 

Nora Mishey 

mailto:info@cuyastro.org
mailto:president@cuyastro.org
mailto:observer@cuyastro.org
mailto:info@cuyastro.org
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