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Many thanks to our valued partners:
Baldwin Wallace University

WKYC TV
Cleveland Metroparks

Medina County Park District

JANUARY SKY INFORMATION

Full Moon:  Friday January 6 New Moon: Saturday January 21

 Observing information January 10 January 20 January 30
 Sunset 5:16 pm 5:27 pm 5:39 pm
 Astronomical twilight ends 6:54 pm 7:04 pm 7:15 pm
 Astronomical twilight starts 6:13 am 6:11 am 6:05 am
 Sunrise 7:52 am 7:48 am 7:40 am
 Lunar illumination 90% waning 2.3% waning 73% waxing

Planets (January 15): 10 pm: Mars (S), Uranus (SW), Jupiter (W)
  5 am: None

January 30-31 –  Mars/Moon occultation. See Bill Murmann’s  Highlights of our
January Skies column for details. 

Sources: https://www.timeanddate.com/ Stellarium simulator
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UPCOMING CAA SPEAKERS

All presentations are in conjunction with CAA monthly meetings,  and  are  free
and open to the public. The presentations are held in the Surrarrer Auditorium of
Telfer Hall on the campus of Baldwin Wallace University. The address for Telfer
Hall is 336 Front St., Berea, OH 44017. Telfer Hall is just south of the Center for
Innovation and Growth (CIG). Enter Telfer Hall through the East (rear) entrance.
The Surrarrer auditorium is just inside the rear entrance. Parking is available in
the lot just north of the CIG and next to the Burrell Observatory, reached off of
Front Street. You may also refer to the interactive bw.edu/map.

January 9, 2023 at 7:30 p.m.
Club Member Matt Franduto

Matt will share with us his annual Astronomy Calendar. Many great shots of 
astronomical events from the year!

February 13, 2023 at 7:30 p.m.
Geoffrey Landis, renowned science fiction writer and research scientist at 
NASA Glenn Research Center here in Cleveland

Exact topic to be determined but Geoffrey will be discussing his own work and 
the progress NASA has made in exploring the Red Planet: Mars!

March 13, 2023 at 7:30 p.m.
Jeffrey Woytach, a Systems Engineer at NASA Glenn Research Center. 

Jeffrey will discuss the Artemis program. 

April 10, 2023 at at 7:30 p.m.
Dr. Donald Terndrup, Associate Professor in the Department of Astronomy
at The Ohio State University.

Professor Terndrup received his Ph.D. in Astronomy and Astrophysics, from the
University of California (Santa Cruz), in 1986. He joined the Ohio State faculty in
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1990.  He is  an observational  astronomer  focused on the characterization of
stars and stellar systems, with an emphasis on their abundances and rotation
rates. He is known for his work on the structure and stellar population of the
Galactic bulge, the angular momentum of low-mass stars, the distances to open
clusters, and the structure of spiral galaxies. From 2008 to 2012 he served as
the Program Director in the Division of Astronomical Sciences at the National
Science Foundation.

Prof Terndrup will give a presentation on How Star Clusters Dissolve.

OBSERVING OPPORTUNITIES

CAA maintains a club observatory located at:

Letha House Park
Medina County Park District
5800 Richman Rd.
Chatham Twp. OH 44256
https://cuyastro.org/caa-observatory/ 

Public star parties are scheduled for the following dates:

Date Time Moon illumination
May 27, 2023 9-11 p.m. 54%
June 10, 2023 9-11 p.m. 54%
July 8, 2023 9-11 p.m. 68%

August 5, 2023 9-11 p.m. 82%
September 9, 2023 8-10 p.m. 25%

October 7, 2023 8-10 p.m. 41%

CAA members are also authorized to use the observatory for private observing
sessions on any other night (although Letha House itself may be unavailable if
being used for a reserved event).  Please bring your CAA membership card in
case it is requested by the Park Ranger. Before going to the observatory, notify:

Medina Sheriff’s Office: (330) 725-6631
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OTHER UPCOMING (NON-CAA) EVENTS

January 20, 2023 at 7:30 pm - Baldwin Wallace Kader Lecture

“To Protect or Swerve”
Dr. Ralph Harvey of Case Western Reserve University
Main Stage Theater located in the Kleist Center for Art and Drama
Tickets (free): https://www.bw.edu/events/2023/lecture-to-protect-or-swerve

March 17, 2023 at 7:30 pm - Baldwin Wallace Kader Lecture

“The James Webb Telescope”
Cameron Seidl of NASA Glenn Research Center
Main Stage Theater located in the Kleist Center for Art and Drama
Tickets (free): 

https://www.bw.edu/events/2023/lecture-the-james-webb-telescope  

CLUB PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

Fellow astronomers,

Welcome to 2023. This year promises to be an exciting one for the Cuyahoga
Astronomical Association, with a full slate of programs scheduled to begin in a
few  short  (but  cold)  months.  January  is  typically  a  quiet  month  for  our
organization, but I always look forward to our lecture series starting for the new
year after the December break.

In  December,  CAA  held  its  annual  holiday  party  at  Mahle’s  restaurant  in
Westlake. The dinner was a great success, and my wife Kate and I had a great
time socializing with those who attended. It is so nice to get to relax and catch-
up with everybody over a nice meal. Thanks to all who showed up. Additionally,
CAA  announced  the  winner  of  the  annual  Bill  Murmann  Membership
Involvement Award for  2022 to be Alan Studt.  I  provided more details  in an
e-mail last month, but I wanted to take the opportunity to thank Alan for all the
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hard  work  he  put  in  last  year  in  The  Observer.  Congratulations,  Alan!  We
appreciate all that you do.

This is also the first edition of The Observer published by our new editor, Rob
Sieg.  We are so glad to have found someone willing to take on this  critical
responsibility. Thank you!

Finally,  you  probably  received  a  few  e-mails  from  our  new  e-mail  system,
Constant Contact. Frank Shoemaker graciously researched and set this service
up for us, and as you can see it presents a very clean and professional look for
CAA’s communications. I’ve received questions about if that notification will be
replacing  The  Observer,  and  the  answer  to  that  is  no.  The  intent  of  this
communication is to deliver a monthly digest of CAA’s upcoming events and
accomplishment to members and non-members alike. Over the past year, we’ve
started collecting e-mail address at all our public events and are using that list to
create the distribution list. For now, it is simply a regular reminder of what CAA
has going on, and a marketing tool.

Wishing you clear skies,

Trevor Braun
President, CAA

HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR JANUARY SKIES

Our thanks to former club president Bill Murmann for providing these highlights!

Our thanks to Sky & Telescope magazine for help with this brief list of what-to-
see in September. —by Bill Murmann.

*   *   *

American Astronomical Society — The American Astronomical Society
(AAS)  is  holding its  241st  annual  meeting from January 8-12.   As part  of  a
recognized astronomy organization, CAA members are eligible to join AAS as
amateur  affiliate  members.  The  2023  affiliate  member  fee  is  $53.  Affiliate
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members have access to a number of special benefits.  Check the AAS website
for further information.

Comet on Display  — During late January and in February comet ZTF
may be visible to the naked eye and certainly visible with binoculars and low-
power wide-field scopes. The comet on its 500-year orbit will reach perihelion on
January 12.  Its  closest  approach to Earth will  be on February 2.  Look for  it
overhead between the constellations Hercules and Bootes.

Orion at its Best  — Orion, the most prominent constellation during the
winter, is high in the sky during January and February.  Check out  M42, the
great  nebula  visible  as  the  middle  star  in  Orion’s  Sword.   Look  for  the
Trapezium, the 4-star diamond-shaped system at the center of the nebula.  If
you have an equatorial mount or a go-to scope that will accept data input, the
coordinates for the Trapezium are RA 05h 35.4m and DEC -05° 27´.

More About Orion  — The current January edition of  Sky & Telescope
features an extended article  about  all  the wonders in  and around the Orion
Constellation  that  includes  the  brightest  part  of  the  recently  discovered
“Radcliffe  Wave,”  a  thin,  interconnected  wavelike  structure  about  8,800  light
years long that undulates above and below the galactic plane.

Moon  and  Mars  Occultation  —  On  the  night  of  January  30-31,  an
occultation will  take place between the waxing gibbous Moon and Mars. The
occultation will begin at 22.26 EST and end at 23.06 EST.

The Cheshire Cat  — Sue French, retired long-time columnist for  Sky &
Telescope magazine, has suggested using binoculars or a low-power scope to
spot  the  “Cheshire  Cat”  asterism  in  the  fall  and  winter  constellation  Auriga
overhead.  Look for the cat’s eyes and string of six stars in a smile near the
giant  star  Phi  Aurigae  at  RA  05h  27m  and  DEC  +34  degrees  and  28  arc
minutes.

Kemble’s Cascade — Use binoculars to see if you can spot this asterism
in the polar  constellation Camelopardalis.   Sky & Telescope  columnist  Gary
Seronik says it looks like a waterfall or stair steps of about twenty 8th or 9th
magnitude stars with a 5th magnitude star in the middle.  At the eastern end of
the cascade, you can find NGC 1502, a small cluster of about 45 stars is located
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at RA 04h 07m and DEC+62 º 19´.  Kemble’s Cascade seems to flow into NGC
1502.

Crab  Nebula  —  To  find  the  famous  Crab  Nebula  (M1),  start  in  the
fall/winter constellation Taurus the Bull.  Trace from the bright reddish-orange
star Aldebaran in the southern horn of the bull out to where the horn ends in the
star Zeta Tauri.   The Crab Nebula, a supernova remnant, is 1-degree to the
northwest of Zeta Tauri and is 6,300 light years from us at RA 05h 34m 31.94
sec and DEC +22° 00' 52.2".

Flame Nebula — Use a larger scope to locate this emission nebula just
above Alnitak, the easternmost star in Orion’s Belt.  The Flame Nebula (NGC
2024) can be found at RA 05h 41m 54s and DEC -1° 51' 0.0".  Alnitak provides
the energy that lights up the nebula.

Hind’s Crimson Star and M79 — Just south of Orion is the constellation
Lepus, the Hare.  Look for Hind’s Crimson Star, a red carbon star, to the right of
Lepus at RA 04h 59m and DEC -14 º 48´.  Discoverer British astronomer J.R.
Hind described it as “a red drop of blood” in the night sky.  Below Lepus at RA
05h 24m and DEC -24 º 31´ you can find M79, a winter globular cluster that is
41,000 light years from Earth.

Witch Head Nebula  — If you like a challenge, see if  you can see the
famous Witch Head nebula in the constellation Eridanus to the right of Rigel, the
bright  white  star  that  is  the  right  foot  of  Orion.   The  Witch  Head is  a  faint
reflection nebula at RA 05h 02m and DEC -07 º 54´ that is believed to be a
remnant of an ancient supernova.  It looks like a hazy gray patch through the
scope.  In photos, however, it looks blue.  Try seeing it without a filter.

Nebulosity on Display — If you use binoculars or a wide-field scope, you
should be able to see the “cloud” of nebulosity around the Pleiades open star
cluster (M45) overhead near the constellation Taurus.  The Pleiades, located at
RA 3h 47m 24sec and DEC +24° 07´, are currently moving through a cloud of
dust and gas.  Light from the star cluster is creating a reflection nebula.  When
our own Sun was created over four billion years ago, it may have been part of
an open star cluster like the Pleiades.
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TREASURER’S REPORT

Our thanks to Jim Bartell for providing this report. 

CAA Financial Report Dec-22
Beginning Bank Bal. 9,146.60
Beginning PayPal Bal. 0.00
Beginning Petty Cash 481.32

Total Beginning Cash 9,627.92

Income - Bank
Memberships (checks) 185.00
Memberships (PayPal transfers) 78.87
Prepaid Magazine Subscriptions
Interest 0.07
Cash Transfer
Donations
Misc.

Income - PayPal
Memberships 83.25
Other

Income - Petty Cash
Donations
Memberships
Convention (raffle)
Misc.

Expenses - Bank
CAA Newsletter & Copies
CAA Website/Email 96.00
Annual Insurance 1,282.00
Annual P.O. Box Rental 
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Annual Zoom
Magazine Expense
International Dark Sky Association
Copies/Namecard Holders /Lanyards
Convention
Misc. 159.60
Observatory 

Expenses - PayPal
Fees 4.38
Bank Transfers 78.87
Other

Expenses - Petty Cash
Cash Transfer
Refreshments
CAA Newletter/Copies/Postage 43.08

Net Bank 7,872.94
Net PayPal 0.00
Net Petty Cash 438.24

Total 8,311.18

EDITOR’S COLUMN

As new editor of the Observer, let me first thank outgoing editor Tim Campell for
his assistance in getting me going. Of course and and all errors/omissions/etc in
this and future issues are my own! 

I  have largely kept  the format  Tim had been using,  with the following minor
changes. A January Sky Information header is added on the front page, and an
Observing Opportunities section is also added. I hope these additions may be
useful for members in planning observing or astrophotography sessions. A new
Other Upcoming (non-CAA) Events section provides information on upcoming
astronomy-related events outside of the CAA, which may be of interest to club
members, currently listing the next two upcoming BW Kader Lectures.
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I have not included club members’ AP images in this issue, but would like to do
so in the future. However, I am somewhat concerned that adding images  could
result in the PDF copy of the Observer becoming too large. Hence, if you have
images you would like to publish in the Observer,  please send them to  me
already downsized to a reasonable size (say, 500 kB or less, though that could
be negotiable) and we can publish them in upcoming issues.

If you would like to contact me with contributions or other input for the Observer,
for  the present time please send email  to  rsiegrsieg@gmail.com. I  expect to
transition to the observer@cuyastro.com email in the near future.  

Best regards,
Rob Sieg

ITEMS FOR SALE

These listings are provided as a service for our members. Any transaction is strictly between
the seller and buyer, and CAA has no involvement in any such transaction. 
 
For Sale: 2 5-Inch Telescopes

Two (2) 5-inch refractors (Astrozap) complete.
Comes complete with everything to make them work.  

 Scope
 Tripod
 GEM Mount
 Eyepieces
 Standard accessories
 Add electricity and go!

(Had them for a project, never used them.  Never been
used.)
If I don't see them here, they go on Astromart etc etc.

Call Jay Reynolds at 216.250.1772
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CLUB OFFICERS AND CONTACTS

Fellow astronomers,

Contact CAA:    info@cuyastro.org

President: 

Trevor Braun president@cuyastro.org

Vice President: 

Dave Nuti

Treasurer:

Jim Bartell treasurer@cuyastro.org

Secretary:

Vacant

Members at Large:

Kai Getrost             

Frank Shoemaker 

Jay Reynolds

Observatory Director:

Jay Reynolds

Hospitality:

Rich and Nancy Whisler

Education Director:

Nora Mishey

Social media & Email: 

Frank Shoemaker info@cuyastro.org

Editor of the Observer: 

Rob Sieg     observer@cuyastro.org 
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